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Editor’s letter 
 
Hi all: 
 
In this issue, Secretary Jock Anderson reports on the goings on 
at the NSW SAC, Social Workday Coordinator Extraordinaire  
Jason Camilleri reports on our 15 June working bee, Our fa-
vourite firefighter Glenda George reports on her successful High 
Tea event at the Clubhouse, Freelance Correspondent at Large 
Dave Rittie writes from Farm Cove, and remembers Fred Teiffel, 
new member Russell Broughton  says hello, Life member Mar-
garet Adams remembers Joyce Cavanagh, George Kowalski 
and Peter Lightbown share their recent trip to Cape York, and 
Peter, never idle for too long, also reports from the Gloucester 
Fly-In, Stephen Bennett tells the interesting story of his Karatoo, 
Safety Committee Boss Gary Weeks sends an important safety 
message, and finally we cover the Wedderburn mid-winter mini 
fly-in, plus some upcoming Club news and events. 
 
On 23 July we all lost a great friend of aviation, Mark Smith, to a 
tragic car accident. Mark was the AOPA magazine editor, and 
more recently, the editor of RAAus’ Australian Sport Pilot. Mark 
will be sorely missed by all those who loved 
his work. May he rest in peace. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Pablo Depetris 

Calendar of Club events: 
 
Social Work Day: Sunday 15 September, 09:00 at the Clubhouse 
Contact: Jason Camilleri, 0404 032 027 
 
Committee Meeting: Sunday 11 August 2019, 12:00 at the Clubhouse 
Contact: Pablo Depetris, 0410 482 546 
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From the Secretary’s Desk 

F irst, some matters of housekeeping. 
 
Purchasing a Hangar 
Further to the matter of purchasing a hang-
ar: Members need to be aware that to own 
a hangar at YWBN, one must first be a Full 
and Financial member. You must be the 
holder of a site Hangar License Agreement, 
which you should get from the Committee. 
You then need to agree to that Agreement 
by signing it.  The Committee is only in-
volved in leasing the hangar site to you.  
Once you qualify for that you can go ahead 
and build or buy a hangar on that site.  The 
Committee has nothing to do with the sale 
of the hangar Itself.  Check out the Web 
Site.  If it is not clear then… ask me. 
 
Unfinancial members 
The Treasurer, Phill Lee, recently asked me 
to issue notices to several members who 
were unfinancial and to thank those who 
paid.  He wishes well to those who chose 
not to pay (there were only two). He did not 
ask me to say this but am going anyway.  
When you get an invoice for your dues, 
please pay ASAP. Phil does not have the 
time to chase up all those people who 
“forget” or “cannot be bothered right now”.  
I know what he is paid and I can tell you 
that the job he does is above his pay scale. 
So please make his job as easy as possible 
or he will ask for a pay rise!.   
 
Warnervale 
Well, have you seen what they are doing to 
Warnervale?  According to AOPA Magazine, 
the Central Coast Council up there, headed 
by the appropriately named Louise Greena-
way (Greens Independent) has successfully 
got a motion through council supported by 
the other Greenie Labor Councilors to en-
sure that a large portion of the southern 
side of the runway is replanted with trees, 
along with a buffer zone of 200 metres 
around the area where slashing and mow-
ing is prohibited.  This, it is thought, will 
make 1/3rd of the runway unusable within 
a short time.  As well as this, a cap of 88 
movements a day is to be enforced and (get 
this) ALL OPERATIONS will require a full 24 
hour’s notice.  Mr John Codrington, Chair-
man of the Central Coast Airport Associa-
tion is of the view that these actions are 
preparatory to Council rejecting renewal of 
the airport’s lease in 2021.  Why would you 
want an airport lease with those re-
strictions? 
I see that Bob Brown (a Greenie) does not 
want Adani to go ahead because of the 
black throated finch and he does not want a 

wind farm in Tasmania because it might kill 
too many eagles and can be seen from 50 
kilometers out to sea where he says it will 
look like a hairbrush (or is it because it is in 
his back yard i.e. NIMB)? Richard Di Natale 
(another Greenie) on the other hand has 
not made up his mind about the wind farm 
because he has not worked out how many 
eagles it is OK to kill!  It would seem to me 
that the Greenies just want to stop anything 
they can regardless of what effects it has on 
the rest of us and whether recreative or 
other pass-times others might derive from 
an airport. Meantime, I assume the Council 
wants the land to sell off to residential or 
industrial pursuits for profit, as happened at 
Schofields and Hoxton Park. It seems that 
the Council up there is more intent on bury-
ing Warnervale  Airport rather than devel-
opment of it. Once an airfield is lost it is 
gone forever.    
These conditions are intolerable vandalism 
and suggest that policies up there are short 
sighted in the extreme.   
Some of the factors with which we have to 
deal with here at WBN might be a silver 
lining in a cloud. 
1. We have a 20 year Lease. 
2. We have only one road in and the 

same road out. 
3. We have been mined underneath 

and are subject to mine subsidy so 
cannot be built on. 

4. We are surrounded by National 
Parks and Aboriginal land. 

  
I suggest that everyone writes to the Mayor 
of the Central Coast Council and register a 
protest.  We need to help our friends in 
need. 
There might be a God after all! 
Here Endeth the Lesson! 
 
N.B:-These comments are mine and mine 
alone and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Committee (but I bet they do).  
 
Trees 
Members are thanked yet again for not 
cutting down trees.  There are circumstanc-
es when trees can be cut down but permis-
sion is always needed from Wollondilly 
Shire Council, Department of Lands and the 
committee.  If you think a tree needs to be 
cut down please ask the committee first.  
We do not want this airfield to look like 
YSBK. This is the only time when it is OK to 
be a Greenie. 
Amen 

Hangar site waiting list 
The HSWL now is:- 
1. Mal Kains                                                              
2. Kevin White               
3. Michael Petersen     
4. Martin Russell     
5. Jeff Parsons 
6. Malcom Smith                     
7. Chris Clark                        
8. Dobre Stevanovski              
9. Matt Segafredo  
10. Sasa Kukrka  
11. Errol Pillemer         H 
12. John Taru     H   
13.Voytek Romanovski H 
If anyone thinks that this is incorrect please 
contact me. 
 
Finally, 
Until next time:-                                           
Fly Safe! 

It is with great sadness that the club notes 
the passing of Joyce Cavanagh on 27 June 
2019 and Fred Teiffel on 6 July 2019 

           Lloyd Shepherd’s Gardening Class  
Sorry I got the dates wrong for Lloyd’s Gardening 
Class.  Give him a ring and check the date with him. 
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Club News 
Our Caretaker takes to the air 

Steve was getting sick and tired of members asking him to take him up for a 

flight, so in the end he decided to take the plunge. Now the problem was, he had 

to decide who was the best person to trust his life with. He spent weeks on end 

watching people flying, taking off and landing. He finally picked one of the 

younger club members with a lot of flying experience. Hiding behind that beard, 

is a smart man. Now the time had come to board the plane, I noticed he was look-

ing a bit nervous, but his pilot was very assuring, and showed him how to climb 

in the small plane, while still holding the bag that he brought with him. Next thing 

you know the plane is taking off, and I could see Steve hanging tight to the instru-

ment panel. Half an hour later they landed. Steve looked ok, and he said he might 

even do it again one day... around 2022!  

Good on you Steve, well done. 

Val Camilleri 

Clubhouse clean-up 
under way! 

The true meaning of “Longreach” Lift-off! We have lift-off! 

Lunar Module successful 

separation from Command 

Module... 

Lofty the crane, 

hard at work 

Easy... 
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NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK 

Hi fellow club members, 

New full member Russell Broughton 
here.  I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce myself and family. 

We have just upgraded to full member-
ship and we are looking forward to be-
coming a part of the Wedderburn com-
munity in the future.  

We are a family of 4 and our 2 young 
boys are now 9 and 12 (we can’t tell yet 
but hoping they become young aviators 
some day!) 

I went for a job interview as an aircraft 
mechanic at Hoxton Park… however 
after a trial introductory flight I found 
myself back at Hoxton Park with the 
late Rod Hay at Hoxton Park Aerocentre 
and my flying training began. 

From there I joined BAE Systems at Par-
afield Adelaide and became an aero-
batic and multi engine instructor on the 
Mudry Cap 10 and Beechcraft Duchess. 

We moved to Samoa some years later 
and flew the 737-800, before moving 
again to Christchurch to fly with Virgin 
on the same type. 

Finally we made the move to Hong Kong 
and joined Cathay Pacific in November 
2006. 

I have flown the 747-400, 777-200 & 
300 and then the A330, I am now a Cap-
tain on the A350/A330 as these aircraft 
are operated as Mixed Fleet Flying 
(common type). 

We do hope to spend as much time as 
my roster allows to enjoy Wedderburn 
and its unique flying atmosphere, and 
ultimately to encourage our younger 
children into what has really been an 

amazing journey so far. Please feel free 
to drop me a email at any time. 

PS: We are on the lookout for a 
Beechcraft Sundowner, Musketeer or 
Sierra for the family 

 

Warm Regards, 

Russell, Jodi, Benji and Jacob 

rjb44a@hotmail.com 

Russell Broughton 

The boys in Hong Kong 

Brand new hangar U1 / U2. Congratulations Peter, Eddie and Kevin on a wonderful erection. 
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S o Saturday the 15th June presented another 
busy Wedderburn Workday. There was a great 

attendance for the day, and on a personal note, I 
feel the removal of the Workday credits has hardly 
affected the amount of keen workers who are dedi-
cated to keeping the airfield's wheels turning! Great 

to see that spirit alive and well! 

And not only are the number of keen members 
impressive, but the quality as well. At the briefing in 
the morning, I asked if anyone was keen to monitor 
the radio for the duration, a nice easy relaxing job, 
I'm thinking sit on the deck with a beer and some 
nuts, so I could get in and get my hands dirty! 
Thinking I would be flooded with volunteers for this 
easy task, I had no takers! We sorted it out in the 

end, but wow was I impressed! 

After our quick brief, all hands were on deck. 

We had a team working on some areas around the 
Western side of the grass strip, and some more 
members sweeping the runway. Lately we've been 
sweeping the runway by hand, and yes, its a tedi-
ous job, but wow do we get some results. It's prob-
ably quite a nice bonding experience to take a close 
look at something that we just take for granted, and 
usually fly past it at some crazy speed. The guys 

did an awesome job here, so well done team! 

Many hands on deck made light work of cleaning 
the leaves from the Eastern Culvert along the newly 
sealed Eastern road. This is a long road, and the 
team really put a huge dent in cleaning it out. Steve 
will apply for a fire permit and burn the leaves off 
from the side of the road over time. Well done 

team. 

Before the workday, the committee organised for 
a crane to come in and remove the 3 water tanks 
and structures from around the airfield that were 
not being used anymore. This was an impressive 
task, and maybe the Newsletter Editor will add a 
photo of this in this issue just to give you readers 
an idea of how those tanks came safely to 
earth… But the team on the day was now tasked 
with removing the left over structures etc. that 
remained. This was a huge job and the team 
nailed it. Well done team! Next time you’re around 
the airfield, take a look behind the Caretaker's 
cottage, and you will see the tanks and structures 
removed, along with that large eyesore tank that 
was next to the Clubhouse. There is still some 
more cleaning and removing to happen, but it's 

looking pretty darn good now! 

Also a huge thanks to the members who did the 
other jobs around the airfield like whipper snipper-

ing, mowing etc. You guys smashed it, thanks 

Team! 

And last but not least, a massive full bellied thank 
you to our wonderful cooks, Karen and Steve 
Lalor, who happily prepared and cooked Lunch 
and Desert, always everyone's favourite part of 

the Workday! It was yummy!    

A big thank you also to the members who helped 
out in the Kitchen and with the preparations of the 

tables etc. Thank you! 

 

Jason Camilleri 

15 June Social Workday 

15 June Social Workday  
volunteer roll: 

 
Ian Kearsley 

Tim Walmsley 

Neil Graham  

Martin Russell 

Bruce Keen 

Marney Colman 

Mark Colman 

John Bennett 

Sean McBain 

Armando Papallo 

Rod George 

Lisa Harvey 

Ian Woodhead 

Nick Vass 

Graham Harvey 

Phill Lee 

Ian Harvie 

Maurie Evans 

Val Camilleri 

Christian Alexander 

Jason Camilleri 

Pablo Depetris 

David Perry 

Kevin Perry 

Malcolm Smith 

Phillip Smith 

Peter Lightbown 

Steve Cohen 

Geoff May 

Stephen Smith 

Bill Leighton 

Vic Laybutt 

Srini 

 

Thank you all 
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O n 15 June, right after the Social 
Workday, the Club premises were 

used to have a social get together for SAC 
people and the local Wedderburn com-
munity. 

Some members had complained that 
there were not enough social activities at 
the Club, the women feeling lonely on 
the weekends while the men are out en-
joying themselves flying and, on the oth-

er hand,  the Wedderburn community 
feel very special when they are made to 
feel included, so I thought that an after-
noon High Tea would be a great activity, 
at no cost to the Club, for anyone who 
wants to relax in the stunning landscape 
and unique environment, communicate 
with others, laugh, indulge in sweet de-
lights and listen to the singer lull the af-
ternoon away whilst strengthening the 
connections we all make when we talk. 

Outsiders love visiting the Airport and 
this promotes a harmonious working 
relationship between the Club and locals. 

It was a great day, and I am happy that 
everyone enjoyed the afternoon. Some 
members took the visitors on a guided 
tour to look at aeroplanes and on flights 
also. A great collaboration effort with 
many assistants. 

55 people attended, with a great response 
from the locals. This event has gained 
amazing popularity and is of great inter-
est to members and locals. No brainer 
really. 

Glenda George 

15 June High Tea 
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H angar talk is a wonderful thing. 
One minute you are there having a 

cuppa with a fellow aviator, “shooting 
the breeze” as it were, and then out of 
the blue they say: “so, why do we only 

have one fly-in per year?” After you ex-
plain that organising a fly-in is a big job, 
that it takes a lot of resources, planning, 
and advertising, and is fraught with the 
danger of bad weather, they say: “well, 
you don’t need all that rubbish, just put 
it out on social media, say that there will 
be free food, and they will come in 

droves”... Free food, what a concept… 

And so it was that, with a minimum of 
fuss, we organised the “Wedderburn 
mid-winter mini fly-in” for Sunday 14 
July. The weather on the day was suita-
bly horrible as originally feared, but hav-
ing spent very little in the way of re-
sources to organise it, gave us the ener-

gy to try again the following Sunday, 21 
July, when the weather turned out to 
be quite nice indeed, and as there were 
lots of ingredients left from the previous 
weekend,  and plenty of volunteers to 

help in the kitchen, we were able to 
again serve a free breakfast of Hot Choc-
olate and Churros at the Clubhouse in 
the morning, and a free Sausage Sizzle 

lunch, to the many visitors who flew in. 

Everyone who attended seemed to have 
a great time, so we are looking forward 
to organising many more mini fly-ins like 

this in the future, and will be talking to 
other aviation organisations in our local 

area to encourage them to do the same. 

Pablo Depetris 

Wedderburn mid-winter mini fly-in 
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TUROSS or CHURROS...? 

Y ou might be forgiven for thinking that 
Tuross is just a place on the South Coast 
that we regularly fly over on our way to 
Merimbula for lunch, so when our President 
Pablo Depetris sent word around that an 
impromptu fly-in winter brekkie was on, 
with churros and hot chocolate on the 
menu, I was intrigued as they are both pro-
nounced the same way.  Everything was 
arranged except the weather, which was 
very windy on the day, so being very flexi-
ble an impromptu decision was made to run 
it again on the following Sunday, the 21st of 
July.   

That Sunday dawned with one of those 
lovely winter mornings we all enjoy, with nil 
wind and a powder blue sky, uninterrupted 
from horizon to horizon and that was 

enough to entice quite a few aircraft out to 
also find out about the South American 
delicacy that is churros, and I flew up from 
Wollongong to join the other curious avia-
tors.  A rough count listed around 15 air-
craft on the day and a total of approximate-
ly 40 attendees made for a really nice morn-
ing.   

After parking the Rocket, I walked towards 
the clubhouse and while chatting to some 
other club members on the grass, a hand 
appeared through the handrail with a cup 
of piping hot chocolate with Pablo's smiling 
face behind it, beaming down from the ve-
randah.  I gratefully accepted the offering 
and continued into the clubhouse, where as 
well as the fireplace roaring away and 
churning out plenty of heat to counteract 
the early morning chillies, a large tray of 
churros was being passed around, to the 
enjoyment of all. 

So if you're not 
quite sure what 
churros are, 
perhaps you 
should come 
to the next 
one and join in 
the event, and if 
you do know what 
they are come along as well and enjoy some 
of them as well as the camaraderie Wed-
derburn is famous for. 

A special thanks to Pablo for organising the 
event… twice, and for being head chef and 
maître d’ for the day, a good time was had 
by all attending and I for one will be back 
for the next one. 

 

Phil Ayrton 

Dear Mr. President (Pablo) 

Allow me to apologise for missing the July 21st 
free fly-in breakfast of Hot Chocolate and Chur-

ros. 

At the recommendation of my oldest daughter, I 
missed the event in order to go to Mrs Macquar-
ie’s Chair and see David Mayman fly his twin gas 

turbine back pack over Sydney Harbour’s Farm 

Cove near the Opera House on that day. 

David flew his JB-10 jet pack (with two small 
contra-rotating jets) on a flight lasting about five 
very noisy minutes. It was enthralling and ground 
breaking to see a human person fly without wings 
or rotor blades, at high speed, and then hovering 
slowly. I found it very interesting. I took some 

photos. You can see them below. 

Please forgive my absence from your club event. 

I promise not to miss the next one. 

Your faithful SAC member 

 

David Rittie 

A letter to the President 
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Cape York Adventure  
By George Kowalski and Peter Lightbown  Photos by Kevin Perry, Mark Sturman and George Kowalski 

W inter is a good time to go north, so 
in late May two Bristells and one Jabiru 
set out on a 10 day trip. The intrepid 
pilots were George Kowalski, Peter 
Lightbown and Kevin Perry from Wed-
derburn, Mark McLachlan from Moruya 

and Mark Sturman from Wellington. 

We started with the Fly-In at Rylstone 
where over 100 aircraft small and large 
arrived for the event. Our next stop was 
Moree, well known for its hot springs. 
The mineral baths are well recognised 

by European migrants as an effective 
treatment for aches and arthritis, but not 
well patronised by true blue Aussies. 
The baths were substantially renovated 
and modernised a few years ago and 
are definitely worth a visit. 

The flights were uneventful to our next 
stop, Emerald, with scattered cloud and 
light winds. We were picked up from the 
airfield by an ex-pilot who now runs the 
Explorer Motel. It is a very well main-
tained town with an impressively re-
stored railway station dating from 1879, 
and an Irish Pub with Guinness on tap. 

The next day we flew over rich agricul-
tural land to Charters Towers for our 
overnight stop. We arrived early after-

noon so had a few hours to explore the 
town. It was founded in the 1870s when 
gold was discovered, and is one of the 
most impressive inland towns. It’s worth 
spending some time learning about its 
rich history. Charters Towers sports a 
gold rush era Stock Exchange (no long-
er operating as such), in which Bob Kat-
ter has his office. Unfortunately there 
were no sightings of the famous “man in 
the hat”. Nearby Tower Hill Lookout pro-
vides a fantastic view of the town below. 

Our next stop, Coen, is for diehards, 
with limited and spartan accommodation 

available. The lack of luxury is more 
than made up for by the kind and open-

View from Thursday Island 

Approaching Emerald 

Charters Towers Stock Exchange 
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hearted characters living in this 
outpost of civilisation! 

Thursday Island was our ulti-
mate destination but you land 
on Horn Island and then get a 
ferry across. Although the Cape 
York area is known for its very 
strong winds (35 to 40 kt), 

George assured us that it would-
n’t be too turbulent. However 
Peter found the landing 
“character building”, as did 
Mark, who announced after 
landing that he was getting too 
old for this! We were surprised 
how busy the airport was with 
Cessna Caravans arriving and 
taking off to service all the is-
lands of the Torres Strait.  

Thursday Island is small but has over 
3,500 inhabitants, including many 
Queensland government people. The 
indigenous Torres Strait Islanders are 
very friendly, proud and hospitable. A 
fortress built in the 1890s in case of 
Russian invasion occupies the northern 
tip of the island. 

We knew that strong winds were fore-
cast for the day we planned to leave 
Thursday Island and I wondered if when 
they say “strong winds” up there they’re 
not kidding! We therefore got the earli-
est ferry back to Horn Island and were 
able to depart soon after first light and 
before the wind got up. The weather 
soon deteriorated however, and with a 
1,000’ cloud base and light drizzle it cre-
ated some challenges. Peter and Kevin 
did a precautionary landing at Northern 

Peninsula after experiencing some 
rough running near Cape York. It turned 
out the high humidity had caused a build
-up of carby ice. Fortunately everything 
ended happily and we arrived together 
at Bramwell Station. 

Bramwell Station is well organised and 
focused on motorised and flying visitors. 
With a good strip, plenty of accommoda-
tion and hearty food, we enjoyed our 
stay. 

After one night at Normanton we then 
stopped at Gilberton Station, which is 
advertised for its luxury cottage built on 
the escarpment, costing $1,600 a night 
for two. Unfortunately we could not af-
ford this so we stayed in well-maintained 
cabins for $75. The station has been 
owned by the same family for over 150 
years. They were very friendly folk, will-
ing to share their experience of living in 
the true outback. Landing and taking off 
from the dirt strip was a bit of a chal-
lenge but we negotiated it safely – but 
only just! 

In Winton some of us visited the Matilda 
Centre. The previous centre burned 
down to the ground a few years ago. 
The rebuild is a must when staying or 
passing through. 

The final leg of the trip was to St 
George, with a fuel stop at Charleville. It 

was a long day of flying however 
we were aided by a nice little tail 
breeze, with ground speeds ap-
proaching 130 kt. St George is a 
pleasant town set next to the 
Balonne river. We had a final din-
ner at the motel and took off the 
next day in separate directions, 
the two Marks for Wellington, 
George for Bathurst and Peter 
and Kevin for Wedderburn. 

The Torres Strait islands are in-
credibly beautiful and certainly 
well worth a visit. 

G.K. & P.L. 

George and Mark with a Thursday Island Fisherman 

The famous 'Pink Pub' at Normanton 

Sunset at Gilberton 

Gilberton Station 

Coen Aerodrome Terminal! 
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O n the last weekend of July a small 

contingent of Wedderburners flew up to 

Gloucester for the Fly in. They were 

Gary Burns and Peter Hodgens in 

Gary’s Lancair, and Kevin Perry and 

myself. The conditions were near per-

fect, with a few clouds and next to no 

wind. From the air the fly in appeared 

well attended with at least 20 aircraft 

parked in a long line parallel to the strip. 

However on our arrival the place 

seemed practically deserted, with no 

indication of any planned activities. 

Kevin and I were able to track Peter and 

Gary down to one of the pubs where 

they were having a meal, and were able 

to score a lift in to town. The town was 

all abuzz with the Chill Out winter festi-

val. The Main Street was closed to traf-

fic, with many bands and stalls in place. 

We were very lucky to find some accom-

modation at a fantastic B&B - $20 a 

head including a delicious breakfast, 

believe it or not. Kevin and I set out to 

explore this quaint country town with its 

spectacular backdrop of mountains. 

Gary and Peter returned home in their 

speed machine and Kevin and I went in 

search of evening meal possibilities. We 

were recommended to one of the local 

pubs where the food looked great. The 

trouble was they’d sold out of most of 

what was on offer before we got to the 

front of the queue! 

The next morning after a fabulous 

breakfast we were driven out to the air-

port by our hostess, Dot. I’d agreed to 

take a young bloke for a fly and we both 

enjoyed a scenic circle around the 

Gloucester township, including some 

wonderful views of the mountains. This 

is an extremely beautiful area and Kevin 

and I intend to make a return visit. Any-

body planning on visiting, give me a ring 

and I’ll pass on the details of the B&B. 

 

Peter Lightbown 

Gloucester Fly InGloucester Fly InGloucester Fly In   

 
Rod 

Holzwart 

recently 

visited 

the Mu-

seum of 

Flight in 

Seattle, 

and 

shares 

these 

photos 

from what 

is indeed 

a fasci-

nating 

spot... 
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Upcoming Flying Events 

AirVenture Australia 
20-22 September 
Parkes Regional Airport 
Visit airventureaustralia.com.au 
for more information  

AusFly, a relaxed, traditional Aussie fly-in event where aircraft owners, pilots, builders, industry supporters and 
enthusiasts come along and soak up the true spirit of Australian general aviation is taking place at Narromine 
Airport, NSW. For 
more information 
visit their website: 
https://
ausfly.com.au/ 
 

NSW SAC members Rylstone Spring BBQ Fly-In 
Rob Loneragan, of Rylstone Airpark, would like to kindly invite all NSW 
SAC Club members to attend a BBQ fly-in day on Saturday 5th of October 
to celebrate Spring. Rob will be putting on a BBQ lunch consisting of ten-
der steak, gourmet sausages and salad, for a very reasonable $20 a head.  
Prior RSVP by email would be appreciated so catering can be organised: 
rob@rylstone.com.au (please put YWBN-BBQ in the subject line) 

 

Temora Aviation Museum Father’s Day 2019 Aircraft Showcase  
Saturday 31st August 2019  
Will feature all serviceable aircraft from the Temora Aviation Muse-
um’s collection, which includes the Supermarine Spitfires, CA-13 
Boomerang, Cessna O-2A, Gloster Meteor, Lockheed Hudson, Wirra-
way and Tiger Moth. 
For info: 
https://aviationmuseum.com.au/event/fathers-day-2019-aircraft-
showcase/  

Tumut Valley Airshow  
Saturday 2nd November 2019 
Paul Bennet Airshows aerobatic displays in a Wolf Pitts Pro; Raptors Formation Team 
formation display in a Yak 52 and/or CJ6 Nanchangs; Army will do a fly past in a S-70A-9 
Black Hawk Helicopter and may have other displays; Navy will bring a NAPS simulator; 
Air Force will do a fly past in a AMG C -17 or C-27J spartan - Static or Fly past;  Also a hot 
air balloon on static tethered line; Defence HQ will have a recruiting stand; Aero Club all 
day BBQ  plus Coffee van & Tumut brewery van (subject to availability). 
For info visit http://www.tumutaeroclub.org.au/index.php 

https://airventureaustralia.com.au/
https://ausfly.com.au/
https://ausfly.com.au/
mailto:rob@rylstone.com.au
https://aviationmuseum.com.au/event/fathers-day-2019-aircraft-showcase/
https://aviationmuseum.com.au/event/fathers-day-2019-aircraft-showcase/
http://www.tumutaeroclub.org.au/index.php
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The Story of Bob 

I t’s a home coming of sorts! The re-

turn to Wedderburn of a fellow aviator’s 

spirit in the form of a powered bird, we 

now affectionately call “Bob” the Kara-

too J6C previously owned by SAC 

founding member Bob Phillips and wife 

Marya.  It is indeed an interesting story! 

It all started with Victorian based Mike 

Way who commenced building the 

Karatoo in the late 80’s. According to 

friend and fellow aviator, Brian Turner 

from La Trobe Valley Airframes and 

Welding, Mike and Brian would fly 

across to Lilydale Airport in Brian’s 

Whitman Tailwind and Max Peters, the 

Karatoo dealer, would pick them up and 

go to his Donvale workshop.  Contra 

deals were alive and well!  In return for 

working with Max to fabricate and weld 

up a series of Karasport, Karaones, 

and Karatoos, Max let Mike use the 

Karatoo jigs to build the fuselage, wing 

and tanks for his own plane between 

1987 and 1990.   

Progress stalled due to work and family 

commitments, which eventually result-

ed in Mike deciding to offload his prized 

project in 2005.  Having witnessed and 

contributed to the build, and with a bit 

of encouragement from Mike, Brian 

agreed to take over the project.  Like so 

many people in business, there never 

seems enough time for your own pro-

jects, however Brian inched forward as 

time permitted to apply fabric to the 

wings, fuselage and tail, with everything 

complete from firewall aft around 2010.   

It was a chance visit to Brian’s work-

shop/hangar at La Trobe Valley Air-

port  (YLTV), were Bob Phillips discov-

ered the project suspended from the 

rafters!  A simple, “Hey mate, do you 

want to sell the Karatoo?” and with Bob 

now being around $7K lighter, saw the 

unfinished project heading for its new 

home at Tura Beach near Merimbula 

on the NSW’s south coast.  

Close friend and fellow south coast avi-

ator, Graeme Bant recounts how excit-

ed he was to be involved in the project, 

especially given the assurance it would 

take no longer than twelve months to 

finish.    

After much struggling and persever-

ance the fuselage, including ailerons 

and rudder/elevator were fin-

ished.  Painting was next with a special 

2 pack water soluble urethane imported 

from the USA. The limited space at 

Bob’s house made this challeng-

ing.  After several days curing, the tedi-

The story of "Bob" The Karatoo 
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ous time-consuming job of applying the 

multi-coloured striping began. “It sure 

looks good but doesn't make it fly any 

better!” laments Graeme.  The Viking 

110 engine was installed and the larger 

main wheels fitted. 

Poor health started playing havoc with 

Bob as he lapsed in and out of hospi-

tal.    “Good one week, bloody terrible 

the next!” recalls Graeme.  Eventually 

enough had been completed and the 

Karatoo was loaded on to the trailer 

and taken to a hangar at Merimbula 

Airport. 

A number of ground rolls followed by 

the first test flight, with the test pilot 

Robert McCrombie claiming "more 

weight is needed in the tail."    Eventu-

ally the problem was found to be an 

incorrect angle of incidence on the tail 

plane.  A minor modification and the 

Karatoo flew much more predicta-

bly.  The Viking 110 engine with a Bolly 

3 blade prop were a great package with 

fabulous climb rate. 

Bob and Graeme entrusted Moruya 

Flying Instructor, Sheldon Jones in their 

quest to master the little taildragger, 

with Bob completing 6 hours of instruc-

tion and Graeme around 16 hours. 

Bob’s illness eventually took this pas-

sionate aviator to the great airpark in 

the sky.  His contribution to the estab-

lishment of Napper Field was recently 

celebrated with a group of members 

from NSW SAC flying to Frogs Hollow 

to present Bob’s wife Marya with a 

commemorative plaque.    

The decision to sell the Karatoo was a 

painful one, entrusted to Bob and Mar-

ya’s friend Drew Done at Merimbula, 

who had also helped with the final stag-

es of the build.  In November last year, 

an ad in Aviation Classifieds was seen 

within hours of being listed for sale, by 

a good friend Greg Parker also interest-

ed in mastering a taildragger.  A few 

days later and with the help of NSW 

SAC President Pablo Depetris, “Bob” 

the Karatoo was heading back to Nap-

per Field and The Oaks.  Under the 

guidance of Instructor Dave Rolfe, I 

was solo after 4 hours and had my tail-

wheel endorsement a few weeks lat-

er.  Since then I’ve been flying the 

wings off it! It’s a plane with character 

and I’m having a ball. 

Many thanks to Marya for entrusting us 

with the Karatoo’s future.  To Pablo 

who helped get it back to Sydney and 

to Brian Turner and Graeme Bant for 

helping to piece together this story. 

Life’s Good! 

Stephen Bennett 
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G’Day All, 

T he SAC Safety Committee does occa-
sionally hear from our members who may 
have seen something of real concern hap-
pening at Wedderburn. 

We have written in the past about how 
important it is to use the radio to broad-
cast intentions. Reminder, however, that 
even though the carriage of a radio is not 
mandatory at our airfield, it is important to 
keep our operations safe, standard and 
legal. 

It appears that we may have pilots who 
think that ‘Broadcasting makes it Right’. 
Well, no, it doesn’t!!  

An example: 

You broadcast your intention to turn right 
after take-off from runway 17 and then 
make that right turn immediately after you 
are airborne. (Wrong.) 

Remember circuit direction at Wedder-
burn is a standard left hand pattern on 
both runways, 17 and 35. To legally make 
that right turn after take-off, you must 
continue straight ahead to at least 3 nm 

(i.e. completely leave the circuit area) be-
fore turning right, or reach 1500’ AGL - 
which I am certain that we can all remem-
ber.  

The other option is always to follow the 
left hand circuit until you point the way 
you want to go, or again reach 1500’ AGL. 

It is important to remember that broad-
casting is ‘wishful thinking radio’; it is not 
communicating. When a broadcast is 
made, the sender hopes he is on the cor-
rect frequency, that his transmission is 
intelligible, that the receiver is on the 
same frequency, is listening, understands 
what is said, and reacts to the broadcast in 
an appropriate way.  

There is no requirement for the receiver of 
a broadcast to make any acknowledge-
ment - unless there is a collision risk/safety 
issue. 

Communication, on the other hand, is 
sending a message and getting a response 
that the message has been received and 
understood. 

Please remember to keep it standard and 
safe. Two reminders - keep a good lookout 

and let’s not annoy our neighbours. 

Many Thanks,  

 

Gary Weeks 

On behalf of the  

NSW SAC Safety Committee 

I t came as a shock when I received a 

phone call from Chris Cavanagh, son 

of Joyce, to give me the sad news that 

his beloved mother had passed away 

peacefully on 27th June 2019, aged 96. 

Joyce, together with her late husband, 

Steve, were very involved with the 

ULAA and SAAA in the 70’s, then when 

SAC was formed in 1978 they both be-

came foundation members of our 

wonderful club, and for their combined 

efforts over 30 years of service they 

were both awarded Life Membership. 

As a very important team member of 

the SAC Ladies Auxiliary, Joyce was always 

there to lend a hand with catering for the 

Work Days, Fly-In Brunches and all of our 

Social Evenings. For every Open Day Joyce 

was one of the main contributors to load 

our stalls with knitted Soft Toys and Lace 

Coat Hangers, having worked for months to 

prepare for our “Big” day. She also contrib-

uted with home-made cakes, slices, bis-

cuits and also cooked her famous Jams and 

Relishes – all to be sold on our Open Days, 

and remembering back on those hectic 

Open Days we rarely had anything left over. 

Joyce was a generous, loving member of 

our Club and she continued helping out up 

until ill health made it impossible for her to 

come to the airfield. 

Away from SAC commitments Joyce lead a 

very active and full life as a member of 

the local View Club. Also, dancing had 

been her lifetime joy with Steve, and a 

few times a week dance nights were on 

their calendar. There was a segment, 

some years ago, on A Current Affair 

about Joyce and Steve, and their love 

of dancing together for well over 60 

years. It was a terrific story for all of 

us to see. 

Joyce leaves her son, Chris; daughter-

in law, Leonie; grandsons, Jeffery and 

Phillip and great grandchildren, Kade, 

Oliver and Zoe. Our sincere sympathy 

goes to the family at this sad time. 

She will be sadly missed by all who knew 

her at SAC, and we will cherish so many 

memories of our wonderful friend Joyce. 

 

Margaret Adams 

SAC Life Member 

VALE NORMA “JOYCE” CAVANAGH 
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F red Teiffel was born in Cremorne on 15 August 1921, 
the youngest of four children. In his earlier life he was a jack-

aroo, street photographer, truck driver, carpenter and then a 

pharmacist. 

He enlisted in the RAAF when war broke out and became a 

flying instructor teaching in Tiger Moths and Hawker De-

mons, which led to his lifelong love of flying. During his 

training he met Gwen, married her in 1942 and they re-

mained a devoted couple for the next 67 years. In 1954, they 

opened their own Pharmacy in Woolooware and worked to-

gether for the next 35 years. 

Fred owned four yachts over the years, was a founding mem-

ber of the Port Hacking Ocean Yacht Club and became its 

first Commodore. He liked to sail straight out to sea (with an 

esky full of stubbies) until it was time to turn around and 

head home. 

After he sold his 3rd yacht, Reverie, Fred embraced his next 

hobby, flying, with equal passion. He joined our club in 1980 

as Member Number 91. He bought a hangar at Wedderburn 

and also his first aircraft, the Victa Airtourer VH-BQW (a 

fully aerobatic aircraft), then sold it and bought the more 

powerful model, VH-MOH, which gave him scope to perfect 

his considerable aerobatic skills. 

For us at the club, his flying ability soon became obvious and 

widely known. He, along with his great friend, Frank Luke, 

used to do aerobatics over the airfield for long periods, al-

most always on Thursdays. In later years Frank became 

Fred’s eyes, thus enabling him to keep flying regularly into 

his eighties. Fred made his last flight when he was 90 years 

old. 

Fred collected stuff, preferably two of every item in case one 

broke. He had two sheds in his backyard (which contained 

three electric organs), a carport full of stuff and a double gar-

age with no room for a car. 

Life was never dull with Fred. He had a very generous spirit 

much to Gwen’s frustration. (On more than one occasion he 

brought total strangers home for dinner.) To the end, he re-

mained engaged with everyone, and although very deaf and 

blind for the last few years, his mind was as sharp as ever. 

He remained a great listener and was totally non-

judgemental. 

Frederick Edward Teiffel passed away on 6th July 2019, just 

a few weeks short of his ninety eight birthday. He has now 

re-joined his wife, Gwen, and leaves behind his children 

(including his son and SAC member, Ken) along with 

grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

Long may this loved and versatile icon of our club remain 

fondly in our memories. 

 

My thanks go to Fred’s son-in-law, Ian Coles, for providing 

most of the information contained in this article. 

 

David Rittie 

Remembering the Late Frederick Edward Teiffel 
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Petrol powered Aircraft 

Tow-Motor suitable for 

small aircraft. $250 (or of-

fer) 

John Gallagher  

0425 264 664 or 9545 1604 

Advertisements 

For Sale 
Rutan Defiant built here in OZ. Now in Orange NSW. Australia. 

Two x Lycoming O-360 A1A 180 HP engines with low hours. 
Two x  Hertzler Silver Bullet three blade props.   

A/P Trio Avionics slaved to Garmin 430 GNS430 GPS. 
Avionics Dynon D100 EFIS. 

Best Composite A/C and Concourse D’Elegance SAAA 2006 
Price: $US95,000   For more info Ph: Ian +61(0)417697027  

Aircraft Weight and Balance carried out at 
Wedderburn 
Ceri Bartlett  
CASA-approved Weight Control Officer   
0448 448 316 
ceri@AircraftWeighingAustralia.com.au 

1 pair of wheel fairings for sale. 
The same shape & size as the early 
model Cessna 150 and 
measures 26” long x 7” wide. 
Never been used and still in original 
box. 
Part Number: MF-1A 
Price: $400.00 / pair 
Email Peter at:- 
nespet@hotmail.com 

FOR SALE 2001 X-AIR  
$12,000 
2001 model 2 seats TI 
217h, Rotax 582 engine,60 
litre tank,3 blade Brolga 
prop, 60 kts cruise. Rego till 
December 2019,UHF & VHF 
radio, landing sensors, 
always hangared, great 
aircraft for cheap fun flying. 
Selling because I am build-
ing a new plane. 

 
←← Jabiru 1.6 engine with propeller. 
Approx. 500h TT. $1500 
 

Jabiru engine mount  to suit X-Air $300→→ 
 

All Located at Wedderburn-Sydney.  
Contact: Michael 0414 089 280 

Bert Faulkner’s Tailwind FOR SALE 

Homebuilt by Bert., first flown 2005 
O320 A2B Lycoming engine, approx 
1000 hrs to run. ICOM A200 Radio, 
King KT76 Transponder, Garmin 196 
GPS, 2 Place comm. Artificial Horizon, 
Turn & Bank, Vertical Speed Indica-
tor, 
Airspeed, Altimeter, Oil & Cyl, Head 
Temp. 
Cruise 150 kts, pleasant at 130 kts 
@2300. 
Call Bert on 0298711799 or 
berjan@ozonline.com.au 
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YAK-18T - The best one in 

the country 

Aerobatic, 4 seats, 2400 hrs TT. 2 hrs 
since ground up rebuild. All logs since 
new. New 400hp M-14PF. New  MTV9-29 
3 blade prop. Long Range tanks 4.5 hrs 
total. Digital G meter, Digital Tacho, Col-
our Garmin GPS. All new fabric, paint, 
interior, windows, batteries, brakes, 
wheels & tyres. VHF, AM/FM/CD, DVD 
player, infrared headsets in rear. Experi-
mental category. 

Reduced to AU$150,000. No GST. 

Genuine enquiries only - NO TYRE KICK-

ERS.Contact via email:   
aussiehouseboats@gmail.com 

1979 GRUMMAN TIGER VH-AVD 

$30K ONO (Restore Project estimated @ 

$30K – less with 1/2 life engine)  

Total Airframe: 5,050 hrs    Engine: time Ex-

pired      

NGT VFR Panel with DUAL Digital COMMS-

VOR Radio / Digital fuel flow meter / 4 x Chan-

nel CHT-EGT / MODE C Transponder / Two 

AXIS Autopilot  

Repairs Required:  

Replacement Ignition Switch / replacement 

Engine mount / replacement AH / Engine 

Overhaul / replacement throttle cable   

replacement flap motor / repair elevators skin / 

repaint airframe 

 

For further information contact  

Greg Ackman on 0425 355 500 

 re  A  man has t o  r mman  i ers  or sale 

Re     V -    
Total Time Airframe  5,150 Hours 
Serial    AA5B0621 
Reg Expiry  04   2016 
Lycoming O360  A4K 180HP 
Flat 4 Cylinder 
50 Hrs Since B LK STRIP and REB ILD with 
NEW CYLINDERS Approx. 900 Hrs TO R N 

Re     V -AVD 
Total Time Airframe  5,050 
Hours 
Serial    AA5B1213 
Reg Expiry  
Lycoming O360  A4K 180HP 
Flat 4 Cylinder 
REQ IRES OVERHA L 

For further information contact  re  A  man on              

Advertisements 

I have received  approval  as an 
AP (Authorised Person ) from 
CASA which allows me to carry 
out final inspections on behalf of 
the SAAA for the issuance of a 
Special Certificate of Airworthi-
ness Amateur  Built  Experi-
mental  Aircraft. As part of the ap-
proval , I can also sign off  Flight 
over built up areas and IFR for the 
same certificate.  Call me if 
you  need  more  information.  
Armando Papallo 
Hangar P2 
0418 685 186 

Hangarage available at N5  

from $200 per month 

24 Hr Access 

Greg Ackman 

0425 355 500 

Jayco Westport Caravan for sale  
$19,500 ono.  

Contact Steve Pate 0438 676 367 

 OR SALE 

Aircraft Trailer converts to box 

trailer, good condition, new tyres 

and tubes. Any reasonable offer 

accepted 

Phone: Peter 0404-878-438 

HANGAR SPACE WANTED 
New member Mark Fabian 
is looking for hangar space 
for his Piper Seneca 11 
Mark can be contacted on  
0438 026 988 

1977 GRUMMAN TIGER 

VH-IFT       $75K ONO  

2nd Owner since 1989 / well maintained 
with recent 100 hrly  
Total Airframe:    4300 hrs    Engine to 
run:    800 hrs with recent Top overhaul 
plus Replacement Cylinders  
Cruise @ 120 kts @ 75% power with 36 
litres per hour  
5 hr endurance with 3 PAX or 1 PAX plus 
154 Kg Cargo 
NGT VFR with ADF / Avionics Master / 
Audio Switch Panel / Dual COMMS / 
MODE C Transponder / Digital Fuel Com-
puter / Volt-Amp Digital meter /  Carby 
Temp gauge / CHT-EGT Digital meter/ 
Two AXIS Autopilot / Recent install of 
AvMap EFIS with CAR35 Approval for 
day VFR 
 
For further information contact  
Greg Ackman on 0425 355 500 

NARCO VOR RECEIVER 

Out of Ian Harvie’s Stinson aircraft 

Reduced to sell, now only $25! (with 
antenna) Enquiries:  0428 475 769  

mailto:aussiehouseboats@gmail.com


 

Page 20 

 

Advertisements 

FOR SALE 2002 DALLACH 

D4B FASCINATION $23,000  

2002 Model, 2 seater, Rotax 912 ULS 
Engine 100hp, TT320h, BRS 5 Emergency 
parachute system, autopilot connected 
with GPS. Cruising speed 147kn, landing 
gear retraction system, imported. No 
rego. Located at Wedderburn. 
Contact: Michael 0414 089 280  

DUAL GPS RECEIVER - NEW AND UNUSED - 
COMPLETE WITH ALL ACCESSORIES INCLUD-
ING DASH MOUNT PAD SUITS - iPAD / iPH-
ONE / ANDROID and works with AUS RUN-
NWAYS & AV PLAN OK. PRICED TO SELL @ 
$190 - Contact GREG - 0425 355 500 or 
hunter@mobileone.com.au 

MICROAIR 760Ch VHF AM AIRBAND TRANSCEIV-

ER KIT - NEW IN ORIGINAL BOX - QUICK SALE @ 

$1100 

Contact: GREG 0425 355 500 or 

hunter@mobileone.com.au  

Members are welcome to stay at the  
Hangar House Mudgee (www.hangarhouse.com.au) 
with 20% discount. Week-
days are less expensive and 
not as busy. Free hang-
arage for those that fly in.  
Phone:  
Kaye on 0417 752 054 or 
Gary on 0409 894 607 and 
mention you are a member 
of SAC. 

That’s all folks! 

http://www.hangarhouse.com.au

