
Minutes 
Annual General Meeting held in the Clubhouse, 
Wedderburn on Sunday, 22"dMarch 2015 following 

the General Meeting. 

The Meeting commenced at 3.15pm. 

Present: as per attendance sheet. 

Apologies: Ami Gale, Alex Thomas, Bruce Cunningham, Bob Philips, Marya Philips, Gary 
Weeks, Val Skinner, Frank Luke, Glenn Butsworth, John Lightbown, Kevin Haydon, Ian 
Anderson, Sharlene Anderson, Frank Krassoi. 

Minutes of the previous AGM held on 30 March 2014. 
The Minutes ofthe meeting were published on the website. Six printed copies were available 
in the clubhouse for those who missed them. They were also presented on a video screen for 
general viewing. 

Ratification ofthe Minutes ofthe previous AGM held 30 March 2014 
Moved that the minutes be ratified as a true and accurate record .. ...... .. .. .JA Seconded Dave 
Thomas 

Business arising from the Minutes. 
one 

Correspondence to the AGM: 
one 

Treasurer's Report: 
In accordance with the revised constitution at the request of the Treasurer, this will be 

presented reconvened Annua l General Meeting in June. 

Business arising from the Treasurer's report: 
one 

Sub-Committee Reports: 
one 

President's Report: 

2014 - The President's perspective on the year for NSW SAC 
Well, the years seem to flash by the older I get, and it seems that more and more gets squeezed into 
each one. This year has been no different, with becoming President of our great little club adding to 
my days! Together, the committee and membership have had a good year and further progressed 

SW SAC as the best aviation community in Sydney. 



Probably the most important achievement of the year was the signing of our new lease to replace 
the original signed in 1978. There is plenty on record in our newsletters through the year 
describing the details around the new lease as it was happening, and the subsequent celebrations, 
but suffice here to say that it was the culmination of many years of quiet background work by 
many people that brought it to completion. Great effort by all! 

Our club has much valuable infrastructure in place, and all the necessary equipment around to 
maintain it. Runways, taxiways, roads, water storage, pumps, clubhouse, toilets, fences, gates. 
Such things need money to keep them all going, and I must thank our Treasurer Diane Brookes 
for keeping all things money under control for the year. The job is a big one Qust ask Clive!) 
and the club would be in strife if it wasn't kept up to date, so thanks to you both for this huge 
contribution. Although we have a healthy bank balance, we mustn ' t let ourselves become tricked 
into thinking that we are "rich" . We continue to put aside and reserve cash for future activities, 
like major capital works, or for being able to perhaps take the oppot1unity to purchase the site. 
I'm very happy with the way the committee has made decisions throughout the year to get the 
best value from the relatively limited dollars we have available. We spend when we should, and 
hold off when it ' s prudent. Tow that the dust has fully settled after the year of the new lease, the 
new committee will undoubtedly consider the best way to utilise funds to improve the field in the 
next year. Ideas are of course always welcome. 

Secretary Jock has done a sterling job in keeping the meetings and minutes on record and 
managing the constant stream of correspondence, but more importantly this year, has done all the 
hard work in managing changes to what is now officially our Constitution (previously "the 
rules") to ensure it remains relevant to the needs of the club, and aligned with wise guidance 
from the Model Rules promulgated by government. Well done Jock for managing another large 
and often unseen job! 

The so called "ordinary" members of the committee deserve a great deal of thanks too. They ' re 
anything but ordinary. Between them they attend a collection of committee meetings to run the 
(usually) routine business stuff, but they keep on top of a myriad other things beyond the 
meeting table . Mentioning all the names is dangerous (I' d surely miss somebody), but the tasks 
of organising work days and recording who ' s there, maintaining machinery , gathering newsletter 
stories and printing and posting them out, keeping the website running, maintaining the email 
list, liaising with the safety group, organising social events, and everything that goes along with 
all that is what makes SAC run as it does. 

So as a committee, we remain responsible to all the members to ensure that the place is run 
properly. But the REASO for running the place is to allow the enjoyment and usage of the 
facilities for non-commercial aviation purposes. I'd love to know the number of flights whieh 
have originated from Wedderburn over the course of the year, whether for a local run Qust to 
fly) , a weekend jaunt, or on the way out to do a full lap of Australia like the Pillemers did. The 
year has included quite a number of organised fly away events, including Bendigo, Middlebrook 
Station, Evans Head, Frogs Hollow, Luskintyre, Tumut and Farcombe Hall (and probably others 
that I' ve missed) which have each attracted a number of aircraft to the trip. Congratulations to 
all those who organised and participated. Please, organising one of these trips need not be 
difficult, so if you have a plan to go somewhere interesting, advertise the idea and take a gaggle 
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of other aircraft along for the fun. Other more local flight activities such as Wings over Illawarra 
would have attracted a quite a few too, except for the minor disruption of 50kt winds. 

The club has hosted events from outside our site over the year too, working to fulfil our intention 
to promote sport aviation. The Australian Aerobatic Club training day made good use of our 
faci lities, as did the more recent National Council of SAAA meeting. One of the reasons SAC 
exists is to promote activities such as these, so if you see a way the club can contribute further to 
sport aviation, bring it up. 

Our safety group, Bruce Cunningham, Clive Brookes, Bill Handley and Paul Milsted continue to 
contribute strongly to the way our members operate at Wedderburn, both by being around to talk 
things through with other pilots, and in their well thought out and well written articles in the 
newsletters. Many thanks to them all. Their contribution to promoting safe operations while 
NOT being the fun police and ramp checkers is widely appreciated. 

Every time we get together for a function requiring food , like a Christmas party or a workday or 
Stargazing night, we rely on volunteers to make it happen. Over the past year or so, we ' ve been 
lucky to have the Lalors (Karen seems to be in charge, while Steve wisely does what he 's told) 
manage this important pa1t of our social activities. And they couldn' t have fed the multitudes 
without the further help of others in the kitchen and clubhouse. Nobody ever seems to go hungry 
at an SAC function. Thanks to all who organised functions and volunteered with help to make 
them happen, your names too numerous to mention. 

Thanks also to vo lunteers like Bill Leighton who did lots of work in refreshing the clubhouse, 
and Glenn Buttsworth who keeps the grass runway trim and terrific. These standout 
contributions are what the club is built upon. 

I can ' t let the opportunity pass to mention the massive importance of keeping the club both 
compliant with all the rules and regulations which are around, and remaining in good working 
relationships with all those organisations and our neighbours. It seems to me that we do OK with 
these things, but we must keep putting in the effort to maintain and improve both compliance and 
relationships. To this end, as a club we maintain regular contact with Crown Lands Department, 
Rural Fire Service, ational Parks, Wollondilly Council , Tharawal Aboriginal Land Council , as 
well as neighbours in the Wedderburn area. As individual members, you too can help here, 
especially by ensuring your hangars are fully compliant, and by following the Fly Neighbourly 
arrangements which SAC promote. Every time we fly , somebody notices. We are on display all 
the time, so please remember this every time you fly! 

The year carried a number of sad events too . We lost two members in close proximity, Sy Allsep 
to a vicious cancer, and Robert Greig in a flying accident. Our condolences to both of the 
extended families. Despite the sadness around both losses, I was really encouraged by the way 
members acted to help in many ways, both around and outside the club. We are a community of 
aviators, and I watched us pull together in adversity, with the turnout of members to each ofthe 
funerals testament to how well both Robert and Sy were known and loved . 
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Finally, our great appreciation for our caretakers Rou and Dawn. Rou is simply fantastic in 
keeping his eye on everything happening around the airfield. From what I can work out, 

OTHI G gets past him! He does all that is asked and required of him every day. But he 
doesn ' t stop there, and does many, many more things that he isn ' t required to do as caretaker, all 
for the benefit of the club and members. And Dawn does her best to keep Rou under control , 
clearly an almost impossible task! We truly cannot thank Rou and Dawn enough for all they do 
around the place. 

Bret Cavanagh 

22 March 2015 

Elections: There are nine vacancies for positions on the Committee. There is one vacancy for 
President, one for Secretary, one for Treasurer and six for ordinary members. Nine nominations 
were received as follows: -

for President. ...... . ..................... . 
for Secretary . ............................ . 
for Treasurer. ............................ . 
for Committee .... .... .. .......... .. .... .. . 

Bret Cavanagh 
Jock Anderson 
Diane Brookes 
David Rittie 
Richard Thompson 
Phil Ayrton 
Matthew Gray 
Don Harvie 
Errol Pillemer 

The Committee vacated the chair and the meeting was handed to Noel Cannady who mmounced 
that all candidates were appointed and an election was unnecessary in view of the fact that there 
were nine nominations and nine vacancies. 

Each candidate gave a (very) short description of how he/she intended to serve the club in the 
commg year. 

General Business: 

1. Appo intment of Public Officer. 

It was moved that ..... Jock Anderson ................ .. .............. ........ be appointed Public Officer. 

Moved .. ... Bret Cavanagh .................. ...... ..... ....... . , seconded .. ...... David Rittie ................ . 

Other Business 

None as specified under Rule 26 (d). 
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The meeting was adjourned at 3.30pm until a date in July to receive the Annual Financial Repot1. 
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