
 

 

Minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting held in the 

Wedderburn Clubhouse on Sunday 15th
 
March at 12 

noon. 

 
 

 

 

The meeting commenced at 12.17pm 

President’s Welcome: Pablo Depetris introduced himself and then addressed the membership 

and welcomed them to the AGM of 15
th

 March 2020. He introduced Jason Camilleri as minute 

secretary and acting Secretary for Jock Anderson who is in hospital and unable to attend. 

Attendance: as per attached Attendance Sheets. 

Apologies: Phil Ayrton, Miles Currington, Bob Sprague, Steven Lalor, Karen Lalor, Tim 

Causer, Lynne Causer, Ami Gale, Armando Papallo, Sharryl Scott, Richard Wiltshire, Jock 

Anderson, Peter Lightbown. 

Minutes of the 24
th

 March 2019 AGM had been published on the website and previously 

circulated. 

Ratification of the Minutes of the previous AGM. Moved Pablo Depetris, Seconded David 

Rittie. Approved by show of hands. 

Business arising from those Minutes: Nil. 

Correspondence to the AGM: Several items of correspondence are in support of the motions, 

and will be dealt with New Business. 

Secretary’s Report: As Jock Anderson was unable to attend the meeting, a pre recorded video  

was played to the members. Jock advised the membership that he was not standing for 

Secretary for health reasons. He said that it had been a pleasure serving the club, and that we 

should be proud of our facility, we have the best North-South runway in the Sydney basin. The 

Club is under competent guidance and the committee has achieved many things for the Club, 

(he listed some of the achievements this past year). Jock outlined the latest status about the 

potential purchase of the land and where our application currently sits. He also mentioned that 

the club has been working with an experienced facilitator to assist us in securing agreement to 

purchase the land. Finally, he finished the report by adding that he is in favour of David 

Rittie’s proposed motion to retain the parking area free of new hangars. He mentioned that in 

his conversations with the Department of Fair Trading, they advised that compared with many 

other associations they deal with, it seems that our club only has a small number of members 

who cause friction and he implored members to work together for the benefit of the club.  

 



 

Treasurer’s Report: Phillip Lee presented the Treasurer’s report, (attached to these minutes), 

and the current financial position of the Club. 

Summary: At the close of our financial year on 31st January 2020: 
 

NAB working account: $280,917.14 

 
NAB Term Deposit: 

 
$306,170.55 

 
Total Cash Reserves 

end  FY: 

 
$587,087.69 

Current Cash Reserves: $765,398.33 

 

The Treasurer noted that no Profit and Loss statement was provided in the report, but is 

available to members if they wish to see it. 

The Treasurer then took questions from the members about the report. 

Members asked why there were still 45 non-financial members. The Treasurer explained that 

the committee will be chasing these up in the near future, and that he had made several 

attempts to contact these non financial members. Members suggested that there should be a 

name and shame list advertised and a cut off date introduced for payments. Don Harvie was 

concerned that some of these non-financial members are hangar owners and that safety of the 

airfield may be compromised as these members still have keys and can access the airfield. The 

Treasurer advised that the committee has changed the key deposit to $250 (from $40) to act as 

an incentive for members to pay their fees; otherwise they lose the $250 key deposit. The 

Treasurer advised that if non-financial members did not pay, they would be sent notice that 

their membership would be terminated and this often acted as an incentive to become current. 

Vic Laybutt asked why the total member fees are down approximately $30,000 from last year, 

The Treasurer explained that this was due to the removal of workday credits and timing of 

receipts. Pablo Depetris moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted, Seconded by David 

Rittie and approved by a show of hands. 

President’s Report: Pablo Depetris started his report by advising that Since the last AGM, the 

Committee has communicated with our members via four Committee meetings, open to 

members, the minutes for which were promptly published on our website; Four Member 

Forums; Six Secretary reports contained in our Newsletters; 44 Newsflashes; plus hundreds 

upon hundreds of emails, phone calls, text messages, etc. from members. 

On the social side, our Club had 4 Social Workdays through the year, a fly-in on 27 April, 

which was very successful thanks to the assistance and participation of many volunteers; an 

afternoon High Tea, on 15 June, which had great local community involvement; we had two 

more smaller fly-ins on 14 July and 21 July; a life membership was awarded to Dave Thomas 

on 11 august, a club flyaway to Rylstone on 5 October; and a Club Christmas party on 23 

November. 

On the administrative side, we had an insurance review and subsequently appointed a new 

insurance broker, ended our agreement with Toll Helicopters, liaised with drone operators out 

of Westcliff Colliery, met with the Safety Sub-Committee on 22 July, and set up a dedicated 



 

email for them, updated our Bylaws to reflect prior resolutions, and introduced new rules for 

safe operation of model aircraft at the field. 

In regards to infrastructure, our fire appliances were refurbished with new pumps, two extra 

fire appliances were procured that can be fitted on the back of any ute, new fire hose reels and 

new standpipes were purchased and installed, a new Automatic Weather Station was purchased 

and installed, two new hangar sites were released, and work has commenced to open all 

taxiways to the main road.  

Looking back, it becomes apparent that the bulk of our activities through the year were centred 

on the challenges posed by the drought, and the material threat of bushfires. He mentioned our 

Wedderburn bushfire brigade volunteers, who have been extremely helpful in working with us 

to mitigate our risks, and said we all owe them a debt of gratitude. 

Looking forward, he mentioned the fly-in which was planned for 4 April, but it now would 

most certainly be cancelled due to the Corona Virus Pandemic. He also mentioned the runway 

eastern drainage ditch hazard, which needs mitigation, the runway extension project, and the 

purchase of the lease which needs to be negotiated. 

 

The President then took questions from the floor. 

 Clive Brookes asked what the new model aircraft rules were, noting that he is one of 

four signatories for flying model aircraft but hadn’t been consulted on the rule changes. 

Clive noted that insurance issues needed to be considered. The President responded that 

the Club’s insurance now covers model aircraft risk within our property. The new rules 

will be published in the bylaws, and members invited to comment. 

 Brett Cavanagh requested that the minutes reflect that the committee approved the sale 

of an existing hangar to a probationary member. Richard Thompson requested 

clarification that in this situation, either the transfer should not have been approved or 

the member (having been a previous social member) could not be considered in his 

probation period. The President noted that while it was a common convention that 

probationary members are not permitted to acquire hangars, this wasn’t stated in any of 

the Club’s rules (Constitution, Bylaws or HLA). Allan Aaron noted that the committee 

was dealing with this issue, had instructed legal counsel and was considering its best 

approach in the interests of all members and suggested that any ongoing discussion of 

the specific issues involved in this transfer and members ongoing membership not be 

discussed in this forum. The President ended the discussion as the matter is now under 

legal advice. 

 Gary Weeks noted that there was a hazard of aircraft colliding with kangaroos at the 

airfield, and requested that this is minuted and something needs to be done. No 

suggestions as to what could be done were offered by the floor but the Committee 

undertook to look into this issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

New Business:  

The President noted that there were two motions for consideration by the members. He 

outlined the motions and proposed that the matters raised be discussed in order of the motions 

presented and then voted on at one time. 

Allan Aaron raised a Point of Order, suggesting that standing orders in most associations 

would have motions spoken to and then immediately voted upon. Allan Aaron adding that it 

would be unfair to have the matters voted on at one time and proposing that they should be 

voted on in the sequence tabled in the Agenda and immediately after the arguments for and 

against each motion have been presented. The President rejected this Point of Order, noting 

that the motions were directly opposed to each other and hence both could not be approved and 

so it made sense to vote on them together. The members discussed the merits of voting on the 

motions together versus individually. Kevin White noted that if voted on separately, then if the 

second motion was to be approved, it would overrule the first motion (if approved). Allan 

Aaron noted that he did not consider that the motions directly opposed each other since the 

second motion also specifically stated that “no further clearing of wooded areas anywhere on 

the lease is contemplated in future” which was not addressed in the first motion. The President 

overruled the Point of Order and determined that the motions should be spoken to in sequence 

but voted upon together. 

The President invited David Rittie to speak for his motion and his arguments for 

preserving the aircraft parking area included that recent fly-ins and open days have filled the 

parking area to full capacity; every newsletter in the last 12 months has advertised one, and 

even two spaces available for rent; hangars are regularly bought and sold (David Rittie 

provided a partial list of recent sales); that private sector aviation in Sydney is declining and 

therefore no further hangar space is needed; and that moving 10 aircraft into new hangars 

leaves 10 empty spaces (to be filled with junk) in other hangars at Wedderburn. 

Allan Aaron proposed a Procedural Motion, “that the two motions being discussed be voted on 

separately and in sequence”. This motion was discussed but the President did not agree to put 

the motion to the members for their consideration. 

Allan Aaron then raised a Point of Order regarding the legality of the second motion on the 

basis that it was not presented to the members with at least 14 days notice as is required 

under the Constitution so as to give all members sufficient time to consider the impact of these 

important motions. He noted that (a) he had received emails from 6 members opposing the 

motion but unable to attend the meeting, (b) considering the coronavirus issues attendance of 

older members would be limited and therefore they were not able to voice their opinions, and 

(c) there were several issues related to the potential purchase of the land that the second motion 

may severely complicate. After a small discussion, The President and the Secretary checked 

the Constitution and agreed that neither motion had been presented to members within the 

required 14 days, and therefore both motions were not valid, according to Section 26 (a) of the 

Constitution, noting that David Rittie’s motion had been presented to the Secretary 21 days 

prior to the AGM, but the Committee had failed to notify members of this motion as it was 

required to do. The second motion was not read out, and it was decided that both Motion 1 and 

Motion 2 would be withdrawn from further consideration at this AGM. David Rittie and Pablo 

Depetris both agreed that the motions will go to a Special General Meeting at a later date. 

 

 

 



 

General Business:  

1.1 Elections: The committee stood down and the Returning Officer, Mr. Noel Carmody, took 

over the meeting. 

The Returning Officer invited each nominated candidate (except for Peter Lightbown who was 

not present) to address the Meeting (noting that there were five nominees and five vacant 

positions). Each nominee spoke briefly before the Returning Officer declared each position, in 

turn, filled. 

 Position Candidates 

 1 President Pablo Depetris 

 2 Secretary Jason Camilleri 

 3 Treasurer Phillip Lee 

 4 Committee Member Allan Aaron 

 5 Committee Member Christian Alexander 

 6 Committee Member Michael Kennard 

 7 Committee Member Peter Lightbown 

 8 Committee Member Dobre Stevanovski 

 9 Committee Member Murat Winter 

 

1.2 Election  

There being only Nominee for President, the Returning Officer declared Pablo Depetris the 

new President. 

There being only nominee for Secretary, the Returning Officer declared Jason Camilleri the 

new Secretary. 

There being only nominee for Treasurer, the Returning Officer declared Phillip Lee the new 

Treasurer. 

There being six nominees for Committee member and six vacant positions, the Returning 

Officer declared each position, in turn, filled by a nominee. 

 

The Returning Officer announced the names of the new Committee as below. 

 Position Candidates 

 1 President Pablo Depetris 

 2 Secretary Jason Camilleri 

 3 Treasurer Phillip Lee 

 4 Committee Member Allan Aaron 

 5 Committee Member Christian Alexander 

 6 Committee Member Michael Kennard 

 7 Committee Member Peter Lightbown 

 8 Committee Member Dobre Stevanovski 

 9 Committee Member Murat Winter 

 



 

1.3 The Returning Officer stood down and the new Committee took office.  

Standing Agenda Items: 

2.1 Appointment of Public Officer. 

Motion: “That the Secretary be appointed Public Officer”. 

Moved: Pablo Depetris.  Seconded:  David Rittie. Approved by a show of hands. 

 

2.2 Appointment of Authorised Person - Form A12 
Motion: “That the Treasurer, Public Officer or President are authorised to sign the 

declaration on the Annual Summary of Financial Affairs (Form A12) to the effect that the 

financial accounts were presented to the members and that they represent a correct and 

fair view of the association’s financial state” 

Moved: Pablo Depetris. Seconded David Rittie. Approved by a show of hands. 

 

2.3 Appointment of authorised persons for banking. 
Motion: “That the executive positions of President, Secretary and Treasurer be 

authorised to operate the Club’s account at the NAB, BSB  082-057, Working Account 

number  698607516 and BSB 082-356, Term Deposit Account number 239186353. 

The method of operation is any two must sign/authorise”. 

Moved: Pablo Depetris  Seconded: David Rittie. Approved by a show of hands. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 1.48pm. 

 

Jason Camilleri 

Secretary 

NSW SAC 

15
th

 March 2020. 

 

 

 

 


