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Wedderburn - Napper Field is located ap-
proximately 15 Km South of Campbelltown. 
Head South on APPIN ROAD, Left at WOOD-
LAND ROAD, Right at KARRABUL ROAD, 
Continue onto WEDDERBURN ROAD, 
(Through the Georges River Gorge) Right at 
MINERVA ROAD, Continue onto LYSAGHT 
ROAD, and then as far as the airfield gate. 
 
Postal address  
PO Box 450 CAMPBELLTOWN    NSW 2560 
 
The Editor reserves the right  to edit submis-
sions for length, clarity, and to prevent libel. 
The opinions expressed herein are not nec-
essarily endorsed by the Editor, Committee, 
or Members of the NSW SAC, unless ex-
pressly stated. 
 
Cover photo 
Stooge Formation #2 Brayden and Gavin, 
and #4 Mal and Don 
Photo Anne Marie Seve 

Editor’s Letter 

Hi folks: 

In this issue, the mandatory report by Club Secretary Jason Camilleri 
on the goings on at the NSW SAC, introducing new members Joe 
Webb and Werner Kuerten, Peter Lightbown tells the story of his 
engine failure in the circuit, with an additional analysis by Peter Cal-
vert, Eddie Seve and his Stooge Formation go for a group excursion 
along the beaches, Greg Ackman sends two more instalments of his 
regular and always entertaining contributions, Peter Scott and Allan 
Aaron discuss some constitutional matters, plus the usual updates on 
club news and current affairs. 

I will not get into the rules debate here, as I feel this is not the best fo-
rum for those kinds of things. I’ll be making my position crystal clear at 
the upcoming AGM. 

I will however urge every member to attend the AGM and show your 
support for your Club and its duly elected Committee. Members who 
freely volunteer their time and efforts to serve the Club in the Commit-
tee, or any other roles for that matter, deserve the respect and support 
of us all. They also need to be given the authority required to carry out 
their tasks. After all, would you still go flying if your engine wasn’t per-
forming, or your controls were not full, free, and correct? 

Kind regards, 

Pablo Depetris 

 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Club events 
 
Committee Meeting:  
Sunday 21 February 2021 09:00 to 12:00, in the Clubhouse  
 
Annual General Meeting:  
Sunday 28 March 2021, 10am - 12pm, in the Clubhouse 
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H appy New year! I hope all our 

members enjoyed a safe Christmas 

and New Year. It was a tough one this 

year, why do I say that, because we 

all had to decide what five people we 

would invite over for the New Year 

celebrations. Hopefully this didn't 

cause too many family disputes!  

 

Unfortunately COVID is still in our 

lives, and more than ever we have 

been on the strongest lockdown peri-

od ever. Restrictions are being slight-

ly lifted, but I fear this will be around 

for some time. We are lucky we can 

enjoy a flight for some freedom, and 

as I write this, the Clubhouse is open 

to all members. But please, remem-

ber to sanitise and clean up after 

yourself if you use the Clubhouse or 

the Bunkhouse and ensure you fol-

low the precautions in the Public 

Health Order. 

 

I'll be honest, it feels like I just wrote 

a report for the Newsletter, time 

flies. Over Christmas things have 

been pretty quiet at the Club. Dobre 

Stevanovski has done an amazing job 

finalising a lot of the major works, 

there are still little bits to do as time 

goes on, but the majority is com-

plete. We now have the ditch be-

tween the Runway and the Taxiway 

south of the fuel bowser filled in, 

leaving a fairly smooth transition if 

one was to roll off the side of the 

runway. There is additional concrete 

work still to be completed around 

the new and existing drains. 

 Some minor reprofiling of the earth 

works to direct more water into the 

drains will be completed with the 

above works.  

 

Steve, our Caretaker, will be starting 

work on the Bush Toilet block at the 

Southern end of the airfield. It will 

get a nice makeover, so one can be at 

nature in peace, and not have to 

worry about nature invading them at 

a time of weakness. Please be patient 

with Steve as he does this work. 

 

Sadly, we have had a noise complaint 

from a resident in Wedderburn. I 

won't disclose the street, but it's at 

the Northern end of our airfield. Be-

cause we all take off on 35 due to the 

downhill slope, this makes aircraft 

traffic on climb out at its  noisiest. I 

realise there is not a great deal we 

can do as aircraft are noisy, but we 

can be mindful of what time, and 

how much noise we are creating, for 

instance, is there really a need to do 

circuits on 35 at 7.30am on a Sunday 

morning like I have seen a member 

doing recently! Let's just keep our 

neighbours in mind, everyone de-

serves a little peace now and then. 

Also remember the Fly Neighbourly 

procedure. We realise our visitors do 

not see this, but if you have any visi-

tors, please remind them of this. 

BTW, the Committee is seeking to 

have the Fly Neighbourly procedure 

added in to our ERSA entry. 

 

On that note, I'm outta here, and as 

usual please see the Hangar Site 

Waiting List below: 

 

1. Kevin White  

2. Michael Petersen  

3. Jeff Parsons  

4. Malcolm Smith  

5. Chris Clark  

6. Michael Kennard  

7. Sasa Kukrka  

8. Antony Johnston  

9. Ollie Geraghty  

10. Martin Wysocki  

11. Errol Pillemer    H  

12. John Taru     H  

13. Voytek Romanovski  H  

14. Matt Segafredo   H   

 

Until the next chat, take care. 

Regards, 

Jason Camilleri 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
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Club News 

Captured on 9 January by Greg Goulding, our own formation team prepares for a “missing man formation” 

practise flight 

Some of our locals are warm 

and cuddly… (Photo by Peter 

Calvert) 

Others can be prickly…  

(Photo by Steve Pate) 

Greg Goulding sends this photos of the 

runway taken during the 28 December 

deluge, and  enquires if we are 

branching out into seaplanes…  :( 
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B uilding of my Vans RV – 12 started in a 
converted garage in 2014. Lots of learning 
was done and in Oct 2019 Fuselage and 
Wings were transported for final assembly 
to a hangar at Cessnock Aerodrome.  
Special CoA phase 1 was granted in March 
2019. Many hours of ground testing and 
systems checking followed, up there in the 
Hunter Valley. Finally, on 26th of August 
2020, First Flight was completed in near 
perfect weather at CNK. 
Test Flying program of 25 hours followed in 

the approved test area of the Hunter. The 
program used was based on SAAA, Vans 
PAP and EAA FTM documentation. Comple-
tion of Test flying was reached on the  
27th November 2020. Special CoA phase 2 
with no area restriction was granted on 7th 
December 2020. 
The aircraft relocated to Wedderburn 
YWBN, hangar M9 with a successful flight 
on 27th December 2020 to a great welcome 
from NSW SAC.   
WKU is day VFR only and delightful to fly. 
Light controls and good visibility are part of 

Vans design concept. Avionics include Dy-
non SkyView 1000 with Autopilot and Gar-
min GTR200 Coms with intercom. 
Engine is BRP’s 100HP Rotax 912ULS-2. 
With an Electronics/Computer background 
it took me a while to learn and adapt to 
aircraft and systems building. Support from 
SAAA and Vans were key in learning and 
confirming methods applied. 
Happy Landings,  
 

Werner Kuerten 

Welcome New Member Werner Kuerten 

Joe has been a member of 
SAAA Chapter 11 for many 
years.  As an excellent air 
brush artist and spray 
painter Joe has provided a 
great deal of support to 
other builders in com-
pleting their projects. Joe is 
nearing completion of his 
beautiful RV6 “Stinga”, cur-
rently hangared at U2. To 
view some of Joe’s out-
standing work, visit 
https://youtube.com/user/
ozarea5140  

Welcome New Member Joe Webb 

https://youtube.com/user/ozarea5140
https://youtube.com/user/ozarea5140
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S aturday 2nd January dawned as a rather cloudy, gloomy day and as I 
drove out to Wedderburn I was hoping that the cloud base would lift and I 
would at least get the first few circuits of the year in. As the day progressed 
a few pilots were up there including Don Harvey in his Auster, so I made the 
judgement that it was OK to fly. Prior to take off I made a couple of decisions 
that would prove vital in the light of what was about to transpire - I had de-
cided not to refuel and not to take a passenger. Armando and I had been 
watching Don do circuits and I made the comment that the Auster was mak-
ing some unconvincing sounds. In retrospect I think he was pulling the pow-
er back and doing glide approaches.  

I took off on 17 and thought it best just to stay in the circuit. I had Mal Kains 
following me in the circuit and as I climbed out for the third time some curi-
ous thoughts came into my head. The first was at about 400 feet when I 
looked across to the right and thought ‘If anything happens now I could 
make that paddock.’ And then, just before turning crosswind, I thought ‘I 
could make it back into 35 from here.’ Then as I started to turn there were 
some ominous sounds coming from the engine, closely followed by a loud 
bang and the engine stopping completely, with the prop stationary. I imme-
diately turned towards the airfield and trimmed the plane for best glide. 

At that point I wasn’t sure I could make it back over the trees and entertained some serious doubts as to my long-term via-
bility! However some simple objectives popped into my head. Better to fly into a tree rather than stall. The next thing that 
happened was a realisation that the “trusty Jab” was gliding incredibly well. By this time I was over the southern end of the 
field and thought I better radio my intentions. Mal got back to me and told me he was aware that I was having difficulties 
and that he would stay well clear. I was then able to execute a few twists and turns and manoeuvre the plane onto the 
grass strip. Once on the ground I ran it back onto the tar and let it gently run down to the end. Armando was on hand to 
help me pull it clear of the strip and John and Amy showed up to tow me back to hangar P3.  

All in all I feel very fortunate to have survived in one piece with no damage to the airframe. In fact after the incident I spent 
some time reflecting on the luck that had come into play. I had very recently done a BFR with Dave Rolfe at The Oaks and 
he took me through a very similar scenario – the only difference is that The Oaks isn’t surrounded by trees! I also somehow 
felt emotionally prepared because about a year ago I was a passenger in Sam’s Mooney and we had engine failure on a go 
around, ending up in a paddock near Appin Road. There was a strange sense of unreality in both incidents as they were 
happening, no panic, just a feeling of ‘Is this really happening?’ The Jab was light because I hadn’t got too much fuel on 
board and had no passenger, and Steve Cohen explained to me later that with the prop stationary, it improved the plane’s 
glide characteristics. It was also very lucky that the engine didn’t give way on a planned trip to Cobar, when we could have 
been over tiger country and even if you do get down in one piece there’s the huge job of retrieving the plane. In my case, I 
finished up right next to John Taru’s hangar! 

Finally I’d like to thank some of my fellow members, starting with Armando Papallo who was first on the scene and helped 
get the plane off the runway, Victor who showed up to make sure I was OK, Mal Kains who was reassuring on the radio and 
who called by with Martin Russell to check on my well-being. Murat was there to help me get back to the hangar and Dobre 
invited me around for a much needed cup of tea and a debrief. Last but not least, I want to thank John Taru and Peter Cal-
vert who are working tirelessly on the engine – on inspection it seems that the problem was a collapsed piston, which did a 
fair bit of damage to the rest of the engine when it went. 

All in all it was an experience I’m glad that I had but one that I hope never to repeat, and I feel very fortunate that I was 
able to get back on the ground safely. As I drove home that afternoon I gave Pablo a ring to tell him of my adventure and 
said that I’d got quite a high out of the experience, to which he memorably replied: ‘Who needs drugs?’ 

Peter Lightbown 

PS: Unfortunately I was brought back to earth later when I reported the incident to the RAA. An entire afternoon was wast-
ed unravelling the online form. Oddly, on phoning the RAA for some assistance with the form, I was quizzed at length on my 
knowledge of VFR. As weather was not a factor in the incident, I’m still wondering what was that about. To say the least, 
the experience of reporting the incident was not a happy one.  

Starting the year with a bang! 
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Analysis: 

I received a phone call from John Taru on Monday 4th and he broke the news that 
Peter’s plane had an engine failure from a possible piston failure. The engine was 
locked solid and could not be turned over in either direction. 

When I first inspected the engine, the piston was completely destroyed and the 
connecting rod was crushed with the wrist pin still located in the little end of the 
connecting rod, which was jammed in the crank case, locking the crank shaft. 

As we both agreed that is was most likely a piston that had failed, we removed the 
five surviving pistons for closer inspection back at my workshop. After cleaning 
processes, there was no sign of over-heating or detonation. 

I then began extensive crack test processes and early results  showed  stress 
cracks were appearing in various locations not uncommon for the amount of time the pistons had run. However, 
one piston had parallel cracks running full length of the wrist pin journals, and I believe this was the most likely 
cause for the piston failure. 

So from here I would like to not go into the technical  aspects and other investigating that was conducted but I 
would like to focus on the last seconds  of the engine operating cycle before the sudden stoppage,  “with a loud 
bang,” as Peter describes. 

As the engine would have been at full power on climb, the piston suddenly failed at the wrist pin journals, leav-
ing the piston stationary at TDC. With the connecting rod still attached to the crankshaft and the wrist pin still in 
place the connecting rod would have destroyed the piston  with the engine still performing on the remaining five 
cylinders, the connecting rod slapping the cylinder bore the wrist pin moved all the way to one side and came 
into contact with the crank case on the return stroke, eventually bending the connecting rod and jamming the 
wrist pin in the crankcase, which instantly locked the crankshaft. All this would have taken about five seconds 
from piston failure to engine locking up to a dead stop.  

To apply some mathematics to the engine at full power say 2,800 RPM, that is 46 reciprocating cycles per second 
of the connecting rod, it will do a lot of destruction over 5 seconds.       

Peter Calvert  

←Left: Piston and Connecting 

Rod, with the “spontaneous 

unscheduled modifications” 

already incorporated 

Pretzel 

anyone? 
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F ive years ago the Stooges started a tra-
dition of conducting a New Years Day flight 
every year after they had completed their 
formation endorsements.  
 
Starting with 4 aircraft initially, our for-
mation numbers have grown steadily as 
more people have joined the ranks. We 
currently have 10 formation members. Sad-
ly this year the weather did not cooperate 
and we only managed a 2 ship out of Banks-
town flown by Glen Bridgland and Mark 
Newton with Gavin Nour and Eddie Seve as 
passengers. 
 
Keen to make up for the bad weather on 
NYD, Martin Russel one of our newer for-
mation members suggested an Australia 
Day flight. 
 

Even though people had prior holiday/
family commitments we still managed to 
put together a six ship formation.  
 
Lead Eddie and Anne-Marie 2. Brayden and 
Gavin 3. Pete and Ryan, 4. Mal and Don 5. 
Glen and Kelly 6. Martin and Deb. 
 
Stooge formation met at Wedderburn for a 
7:30am brief, the proposed route; Wedder-
burn-Menangle-Prospect-Pennant Hills-
Patonga-Palm Beach-Long Reef-Victor 1-
Stanwell Park-Wedderburn. Departure 
would be via an overhead join into Vic with 
#6 in the slot as shown below. 
 
                 #1 
             #3    #2 
       #5     #6      #4 
                    
We managed an 8am departure for what 

ended up being a stunning silky smooth 
flight up the Bankstown lane with descent 
to Palm Beach from Patonga. We reported 
entering Victor 1 at Long Reef and virtually 
had the sky to ourselves with our only 
traffic a high wing departing Victor 1 north 
bound on climb at North Head. 
 
From our 500 ft vantage point the crowds 
were already starting to pack the beaches 
and waterways for what was shaping up to 
be a really hot but beautiful Australia Day. 
 
In a little under an hour we where calling 
inbound to Wedderburn, with the weather 
station reporting 5kn from the NW, we 
briefed a join on the dead side of 35 for an 
initial and pitch with a stream landing. 
 
How did you spend your holiday weekend? 
Eddie Seve 

Australia Day Victor One Formation 
 
Story by Eddie Seve                                    Photos by Anne Marie Seve 
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Is Our Constitution Fit-for-Purpose? 
 Dear Editor, 
   When I read a new by-law about 
parking aircraft in the aircraft parking area, I 
presumed this was related to the presence 
there of a member’s Twin Pioneer. He con-
firmed this and told me he had been billed 
$1747.74 per month for parking this air-
craft. This seemed a lot compared with 
hangar rental rates. And the restrictions on 
duration of parking seemed contrary to the 
objectives of our Club’s objective to foster 
sport aviation. This member acknowledged 
that he was in dispute with the Committee 
over the parking of this aircraft long before 
August 2020 when this by-law was intro-
duced. It seemed to me unreasonable to 
dictate a by-law before the dispute was 
resolved. 
 
So I read our Constitution and the NSW 
Associations Incorporation Act 2009 No7 
and the associated Regulations. Part 4 of 
the Act under the heading of Management 
of Associations says “The committee may 
exercise such of the association’s powers as 
are not required by this Act or its constitu-
tion to be exercised by the association in a 
general meeting.” Note that word NOT! 
Further to that, it is apparent from legal  
interpretations that by-laws (or rules as 
they are alternatively termed) are part of a 
constitution. Amending a constitution is one 
of the changes that the Act requires be ap-
proved by a vote of members. To my 
knowledge, none of the present by-laws 
have been approved by SAC members un-
der our present Constitution, which was 
introduced in January 2015. The Club needs 
legal advice on the interpretation of the Act 

from a lawyer specialising in associations 
law. A confirmation that by-laws are part of 
a constitution would render all current by-
laws invalid. This needs to be addressed 
urgently. 
 
Having found by-laws (aka rules) are likely a 
part of a constitution, I read further about 
what our existing Constitution requires. 
Paragraph 36(a) of our Constitution shows 
where the Committee may derive funds. 
These are limited to joining fees, annual 
subscriptions and donations. There is no 
mention of rental for hangar sites, yet these 
rents are a major source of funds for our 
Club. Lacking constitutional authority for 
such charges may render them invalid. And 
in the context of newly imposed parking 
charges (the matter that set me on this task 
of reviewing our Constitution) these limits 
on sources of funds may mean there is no 
constitutional authority for the Committee 
to levy any charges other than as in Para’ 36
(a). This too is a matter requiring urgent 
clarification. Further, changed membership 
categories and charges were announced by 
publishing by-laws. If by-laws are part of 
our Constitution, and unless those changes 
were approved by a vote of members at a 
general meeting, they too will be invalid. (I 
divulge  personal interest here, as my 
spouse is an Associate Member whose in-
terests in the event of my death are affect-
ed by the changes to rights of Associate 
Members.)  
 
It is likely that a conclusion by a Committee 
that it can set by-laws without these being 
approved by a vote of members arises from 
Para 13 of our Constitution. This says: “The 

committee………(a) is to control and manage 
the affairs of the association; (b) may exer-
cise all such functions as may be exercised 
by the association, other than those func-
tions that are required by this Constitution 
to be exercised by a general meeting of 
members of the association; and (c) has 
power to perform all such acts and do all 
such things as appear to the committee to 
be necessary or desirable for the proper 
management of the affairs of the associa-
tion.” Note those words “other than those 
functions…required… to be exercised by a 
general meeting” and refer back to that 
word NOT as the limit on committee pow-
ers under the Act. 
 
Some of the proposed by-laws have great 
impact on members. I cite the changes to 
Associate Membership as a good example. 
Basic fairness suggests such far-reaching 
amendments should be reviewed by mem-
bers and not subject to a committee dic-
tate. And such examples are compelling 
support for the interpretation that by-laws 
should be subject to the same standard of 
review as the Constitution. I will be propos-
ing several special resolutions for our AGM 
in March to address the uncertainties I have 
addressed here. (Note that special resolu-
tions require greater that 75% support 
among votes cast.) 
 
Peter Scott  

PO Box 128 
Ingleburn 

NSW 2565 
31 January 2021 

Letters to the Editor 

Dear Editor 

I am writing to respond to Peter Scott’s let-
ter asking whether “our constitution is fit-
for-purpose”.  Peter raises several im-
portant issues that impact the future of our 
Club and the ability of the elected Commit-
tee to manage the Club’s affairs.  Peter 
would be acutely aware of these issues, 
having presided over the Club for several 
terms and earnestly attempting to enforce 
the agreed Rules of the Club which were, at 
the time, embedded in the Constitution 
itself. I suspect that he found this responsi-
bility quite onerous and his ability to influ-
ence recalcitrant members dishearten-
ing.  In my previous term on the Commit-
tee, I was painfully aware of the limitations 
of our Constitution, Rules and By-laws. To-

day’s Committee has fared no better, unfor-
tunately, devoting substantial energy and 
effort to encouraging a few members to act 
in the interests of the membership as a 
whole.  

Peter raises one issue that the Committee 
has attempted to address – aircraft parking 
and the Twin Pioneer.  And I think a discus-
sion of this issue demands some context 
which I will attempt to provide. He is also 
concerned about the ability of the Commit-
tee to raise membership fees for Associate 
members.  Peter hasn’t mentioned another 
issue that the Committee is currently deal-
ing with that has implications for the stand-
ing of the Club with local authorities.  And, 
during 2020, the Committee found it was 
severely constrained when trying to enforce 

yet another well accepted By-law provision 
relating to airfield security. I’ll comment on 
all four issues in a moment. But the core 
issue, as Peter rightly notes, is the potential 
ambiguity in our Constitution governing the 
ability of the Committee to promulgate By-
laws and enforce them (and the provisions 
of the Constitution).  

As background, an association’s Constitu-
tion is the pre-eminent document that dic-
tates how the association shall be man-
aged.  A change to the Constitution de-
mands robust debate and can only be ef-
fected with the approval of more than 75% 
of voting members. Our early Constitution 
had a set of Rules (which were interchange-
ably known as By-laws) appended to it (so 
forming part of the Constitution).  In 
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2014/15, members of the association voted 
unanimously to delete the Rules from the 
Constitution and create a set of equivalent 
By-laws which no longer were to form part 
of the Constitution but which could, under 
clause 13 of the Constitution be altered 
from time to time by the Committee exer-
cising its power to “………(a) is to control 
and manage the affairs of the association; 
(b) may exercise all such functions as may 
be exercised by the association, other than 
those functions that are required by this 
Constitution to be exercised by a general 
meeting of members of the association; 
and (c) has power to perform all such acts 
and do all such things as appear to the 
committee to be necessary or desirable for 
the proper management of the affairs of 
the association.” This clause has been sub-
ject to debate (and sometimes challenge) 
from a small number of members who have 
objected to being restricted by the prevail-
ing By-laws. As a result of one such situa-
tion last year, the Committee sought, and 
received, legal advice on the validity of the 
By-laws and the Committee’s ability to 
modify them from time to time to give ef-
fect to the Committee’s responsibility to 
the members to properly manage the af-
fairs of the association.   Our solicitors ad-
vised the Committee that our By-laws are 
enforceable, and that Clause 13(c) of the 
Constitution “provides the Committee with 
a wide discretion in how the association is 
managed and supports the making of By-
Laws (or Club rules), provided that those 
By-Laws are not inconsistent with the Con-
stitution and assist in the proper manage-
ment of the association.” 

The present Committee has revised the 
Bylaws on several occasions to respond to 
issues that may have a detrimental effect 
on the membership as a whole (and where 
discussion with the general membership 
may have been impractical because of time 
or the impact of the COVID19 pandem-
ic).  The Committee worked on the principle 
that it was authorised to do so by the Con-
stitution and that it was acting in the inter-
ests of the membership and the association 
which is what it was elected to do.  Having 
said this, I agree with Peter that our Consti-
tution is indeed deficient and not fit-for-
purpose since questions of authority and 
enforceability of By-laws are often chal-
lenged.  Peter suggests that one may inter-
pret that the By-laws that the Committee 
has created may be in conflict with the Con-
stitution. I can’t see where it could be inter-
preted this way.  Nonetheless, as we enter 
the third year of our extended lease, with 
continuing hopes of acquiring the airfield, it 
is high time that the Constitution be com-
prehensively reviewed and, if necessary 

revised with the support of an experienced 
Associations lawyer.  

Phew, so that brings me to the issues that 
Peter has raised.  Firstly, aircraft park-
ing.  The Committee introduced in August 
2020 a By-law to limit the continuous peri-
od that an aircraft can be parked on the 
grass parking area.  Our rationale is that (a) 
almost all current members pay a premium 
to licence or rent hangarage so it seems 
unfair that some members should be able 
to consume a similar footprint at no cost to 
themselves nor benefit to the club, (b) the 
club bears a finite risk of loss should a 
parked aircraft be damaged by a person or 
event for whom (or which) the Club is vicar-
iously responsible (c) there is a risk that an 
aircraft will be abandoned in the parking 
area due to disuse.  We have all seen such 
aging aircraft and un-mowable grass creat-
ing an eyesore.  The membership would 
have to incur the cost to remove such an 
aircraft.  So the Committee determined 
that, as a principle, members’ aircraft could 
only park in the parking area for a period of 
one week every three months (unless oth-
erwise approved by the Committee) to ena-
ble hangar maintenance, etc.  

Now, the interesting nexus with the Twin 
Pioneer is as follows.  In February 2020, a 
member working on a scheduled workday 
unintentionally inflicted some damage to 
the airframe of the Twin Pioneer while 
mowing the grass nearby.  Understandably, 
the Club assumed responsibility for this 
damage and advised our insurance broker 
about the incident and future claim. Ulti-
mately, the damage was assessed to be 
$8,030 and the Committee instructed the 
broker to claim on our insurance, which 
would incur an excess of $2,500.   Before 
the claim was settled by the insurer, we 
were advised (in writing) that as a result of 
the claim, our insurance premium would 
likely increase by $1,925 per annum.  Over 
a 19 year period (the remaining tenure of 
the lease) this would equate to an addition-
al cost of $36,575 to the members of the 
Club.  In effect, the Club’s members (each 
of you) would be subsidising the cost of the 
risk of having an aircraft parked in the park-
ing area.  As a result, the Committee elect-
ed to withdraw the claim and pay out the 
repair bill directly to the repairer.  Subse-
quently, the Committee requested that 
plans be made for the Twin Pioneer to va-
cate the parking area and for its owner to 
indemnify the club (i.e. the members as a 
whole) should a similar event occur 
(whether it be the Club’s responsibility or 
any individual member).  Unfortunately, 
the owner declined to entertain moving the 
aircraft or to indemnify the club.  The Com-

mittee has had several discussions with the 
owner and sought a suitable compromise 
solution that wouldn’t expose the member-
ship to further cost or risk.  In the mean-
time, the Committee assessed the equiva-
lent commercial rental that would be im-
posed on a similarly sized aircraft at Syd-
ney, Bankstown and Camden airports 
($4,620, $3,412, $2,453 per month respec-
tively) and applied a charge of half of the 
average of these rates ($1,747) for long 
term parking of the Twin Pioneer.  The ob-
jective of applying this charge isn’t to pe-
nalise the owner nor to make a commercial 
return, but to reflect the risk to the mem-
bership of future damage.  

This has been a difficult and time-
consuming matter for this Committee.  Ulti-
mately, we need the guidance of the mem-
bership on this issue since we don’t wish to 
be in conflict with particular members of 
the Club.  If the membership tells the Com-
mittee that they are happy to wear the cost 
of subsidising the Twin Pioneer’s long term 
home at Wedderburn and all the risk that 
this entails, then so be it.  As much as I en-
joy seeing that aircraft at our airport, it 
does not seem fair, though, does it?  

The second issue is membership fees for 
Associate members.  Membership catego-
ries have been amended and their privileg-
es changed several times over the 
years.  This issue really should not elicit 
much debate (and I will also declare, like 
Peter, my son is an Associate mem-
ber).  The Committee is simply trying to 
align the privileges of certain membership 
categories (like the right to vote) with a 
commensurate fee. Is $90 per year really 
too onerous to have all of the privileges of 
a full member (other than the right to li-
cence a hangar)?  

This brings me to a third issue that the 
Committee is currently grappling with.  Late 
last year, Wollondilly Council received an 
anonymous letter from a member alleging 
several matters of concern.  As a result, 
Council sent an officer to attend the airfield 
and he was accompanied by two Commit-
tee members.  During his visit, he became 
aware of several shipping containers that 
had been placed on the airfield without 
obvious council approval (which is required 
for permanent structures). Council’s guide-
lines state that shipping containers are not 
to be used as permanent structures and 
therefore our Club is in breach of this Coun-
cil provision.  The most recent permanent 
container (40’) was placed on the field in 
2017 despite the Committee rejecting the 
owner’s request to place it in front of his 
hangar.  In defiance of the committee’s 
rejection, the owner proceeded to place 
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the container between his hangar and the 
roadway, in full and obvious sight of all 
passing traffic, including Council offic-
ers.  The Committee subsequently reluc-
tantly directed the owner to seek council 
approval to place the container on the site, 
though we understand that he hasn’t com-
plied with this direction either. In general, 
this Committee is disinclined to give any 
hangar owner permission to place a new 
shipping container other than for genuine 
temporary storage or loading/
unloading.  Containers are unsightly and 
not appropriate at an airport. If a hangar 
owner seeks additional floorspace, they 
should request an amendment of their li-
cence, seek a council development approval 
and have the addition included in their 
hangar lease. That sounds reasonable, 
doesn’t it?  The Committee acknowledges 
that there are several other containers at 
the airfield, presumably all of which have 
been placed there without Council approval 
(but potentially with tacit committee-of-the
-day approval).  Unfortunately, this issue 

has elevated Council’s awareness of ALL of 
these containers and the Committee is now 
likely to require all container owners seek 
specific council approval for them or have 
them removed.  And, ultimately, it may be 
that Council directs the club to remove 
them at members’ expense.  Should the 
Committee seek to recover this cost from 
the owner of the container? Will this poten-
tially threaten our ability to buy the air-
field?  It might have been a bit simpler if 
the Committee’s direction had just been 
followed in the first place?  

Finally, last year, the Committee dealt with 
an issue that involved (among other things) 
a member allowing a contractor unsuper-
vised access to the field by giving him his 
gate access key.  While there were other 
issues involved in this matter, the Commit-
tee’s ability to control even simple contra-
ventions like this, which risk the security of 
all members’ hangars and their contents, 
was tested.  On every occasion the Commit-
tee has found that 99% of members re-

spond positively to sensible arguments re-
quiring adherence to the By-laws relevant 
in each case. However, the Committee 
spends an inordinate amount of time and 
attention on those few members who be-
lieve they are above these rules or object to 
being caught out in breach. 

As Peter suggests, the Constitution of the 
Club is not currently fit-for-purpose and 
needs overhaul.  Not in the least to clarify 
once and for all what powers the Commit-
tee holds and how rules can and should be 
made and enforced. And, while we consider 
how best to do this, I would encourage all 
right thinking members to discuss the is-
sues raised above with their fellow mem-
bers who place the Clubs’ interest as a 
whole behind their own.  

Sorry about the long letter – to paraphrase 
Mark Twain, “I didn’t have time to write a 
short one” 

Allan Aaron 

HEAVY METAL  
 
 

It was a sunny summer day when we departed on a 
full reporting flight out of Sydney Airport. Track-
ing VFR coastal to the north we passed over 
Palm Beach at 1500ft right on schedule. I 
gave my report ‘Sydney this is IFT-  Palm 
Beach @ 15 maintaining 1500 - Mt 
Mcquoid @ 21. Sydney acknowledged 
our call with the current area QNH. 5 
seconds later we heard ‘Sydney this is 
Army 131 Palm Beach at 15 on de-
scent to 500 - Richmond @ 24’  

Alarmed by this call my co-pilot 
looked over his right shoulder and 
screamed ! 

I immediately initiated a diving wing-
over turn to the left and descended 
rapidly. During the turn I sighted a 
C130 Hercules flying through our previ-
ous position going about 200 knots. A 
dark stain appeared on my co-pilot’s 
pants.  

We pulled out of the turn going back towards 
Sydney after having lost 1000ft in altitude. I imme-
diately got on the radio and said ‘hey Army you almost 
ran us over’ there was no response. Sydney then called the 
Hercules and ask did they copy my last transmission. Their 

reply was a curt ‘affirm’, there was no other communica-
tion.  

We made a landing at Cessnock to check the aircraft for 
damage and put in a call to ATC at Mascot to discuss the in-
cident. I asked why we were not advised of the traffic in our 

vicinity. To my shock I was told that VFR traffic do not 
get advisories regarding IFR traffic BUT IFR traffic 

do get advised re VFR conflicts. So what does 
that mean? It means that we had no idea 

that a military aircraft descending out of 
controlled airspace was about to conflict 

with our track. The crazy part is that the 
military pilot knew about us, but be-
cause he was IFR he wasn’t looking 
outside the windscreen so he didn’t 
look for or see us at any time. This 
fact was confirmed after a phone call 
to RAAF Richmond. 

Why did this incident happen? 

Only ATC can answer that as I have to 
this date never had a satisfactory ex-

planation.  

What is the lesson here ? 

I learnt that you can become very com-
fortable in flying, particularly if you are 

communicating with ATC. BUT beware, as 
nothing is better than maintaining a good visual 

lookout AND a watchful ear on the radio. 

 
Greg Ackman 

August 2020 
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W hat an opportunity.  

I had just been offered the job of co-
pilot to ferry a light twin from Cairns in FNQ 
to Sydney and as a low time newbie pilot I 
jumped at the chance. The deal included a 
free Jet flight from Sydney plus overnight 
hotel accommodation as well as valuable 
twin flying experience. What an adventure!  

The aircraft was an Islander famous as a 
short field work horse. Two days later we 
were on the airfield at Cairns being briefed 
on the aircraft. It looked a bit sad and the 
left engine was dirty and dripping oil.  

Anyhow after the paperwork was done we 
departed in scattered showers that closed 
in as we headed out over the water. This 
was the start of 11 hrs of a nightmare that 
just got worse as the flight south pro-
gressed.  

We were soon down on the deck dodging 
squalls with not a tree in sight, just water. 
The captain was not interested in turning 
back as we pressed on into the murk. For 
the next 20 minutes we bounced around at 
low level skimming the waves with limited 
forward visibility. Finally we cleared the 
scud and climbed to 4000 ft and headed 
towards Brisbane.  

At our refuelling stop in Rockhampton I was 
alarmed to find that the port engine re-
quired 4 litres of oil ! During the first leg this 
engine wouldn’t hold revs and was continu-
ously going in and out of sync with the right 
engine.  

Our next landing was south of Brisbane at a 
private resort airstrip and again the port 
engine took another 4 litres of oil. As it was 
now 1 hr before last light I was looking for-
ward to a rest stop after over 6 hard hours 
of flying.  

This was not to be as the captain was keen 
to get back to Sydney ASAP and insisted 
that we continue on. An argument ensued 
with the airfield owner and instructor pilot 
who advised that the weather was not suit-
able for a VFR departure to the south.  

The captain insisted that he could depart 
IFR, so reluctantly I re-boarded to prepare 
the aircraft. Just before last light we depart-
ed into the twilight heading south towards 
the dividing range. Within 2 minutes we 

were in cloud and climbing towards the high 
ground.  

That was when the captain told me to start 
plotting our heading and time intervals so 
as to keep a track of our progress. As I had 
never done this before it was soon apparent 
that I had no idea where we were and very 
soon we were completely lost in the cloud.  

The captain then decided to orbit until we 
had gained enough altitude enough to clear 
the surrounding High ground. For the next 
10 minutes I chewed my nails until a safe 
height had been obtained. We then turned 
and tracked due south heading towards 
Sydney in solid cloud.  

After another 30 minutes in the clag we 
entered clear skies and the fairyland of 
night flying by VFR. As this was my first 
night flight I was fascinated by the feeling of 
floating and the serene sense of being in 
space. This was soon to be interrupted by 
the low fuel warning light coming from the 
port fuel tank.  

I pointed out to the captain that we now 
had only 60 minutes of fuel available and 
enquired as to where we were to refuel. He 
responded by saying that we would be land-
ing at the first airfield that had landing 
lights. I asked where that was and he said 
that he would let me know when he had 
found one !  

He then started dialling up various frequen-
cies and trying to whistle up landing lights. 
After doing this for the next 15 minutes he 
still hadn’t located any airfields and I be-
came concerned as we were now into our 
reserve fuel.  

After informing him of our fuel state he said 
not to hassle him as he was busy trying to 
find a landing area with lights. I asked him 
where we were so I could assist and he ad-
vised that he had no idea ! I said why don’t 
we just call ATC and get a vector to the 
nearest airport.  

He then told me to shut up and mind my 
own business. Now I realised that we were 
not only lost at night but also running out of 
fuel and the thought of a dead stick night 
landing gave me a shot of adrenaline and 
started my legs shaking. 

I made a decision that we were now in a life 
and death predicament and I reached for 
the microphone and before the captain 
could object I called Pan Pan Pan and re-
quested an urgent vector to Tamworth. The 
captain was livid and started screaming at 
me and said that I had created trouble for 
him and he was very upset.  

Anyhow we got our vector and 15 minutes 
later we landed and taxied in to refuel with 
only 10 minutes of fuel left in the tanks ! I 
then fuelled the aircraft and added another 
4 litres of oil to the port engine, while the 
captain went to the control tower following 
a ‘please explain’. 

Soon we again departed south on our final 
leg to Camden. To say the captain was in a 
fowl mood would be an understatement as 
he barked commands to me for the next 3 
hours. By now the port engine was down by 
6 inches of MAP and our progress was 
slowed down to about 100 Kts. After a rela-
tively uneventful leg except for the port 
engine coughing and surging we finally land-
ed at Camden at midnight.  

I couldn’t get out of the aircraft quick 
enough as the trip of 11 hours had com-
pletely drained me both emotionally and 
physically. Suffice it to say that I never flew 
with that pilot again and I’m very, very 
thankful that I survived that nightmare 
flight. As I’m now a qualified NVFR pilot I 
fully realise the incredible danger that this 
stupid pilot had placed us in.  

Later after some further enquires it turned 
out that he didn’t have an IFR rating or a 
Night rating as he had stated. It was just by 
the grace of god and my presence in the 
cockpit that this flight didn’t make the crash 
comics.  

The moral of the story is - beware of who 
you go flying with, as they may not be as 
competent as you think !  

Oh and the port engine - it had to be re-
placed after the LAME told me that we were 
lucky that it hadn’t caught fire !! 

 
Greg Ackman 

 

Ferry Fright 
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1979 GRUMMAN TIGER VH-AVD 

$30K ONO (Restore Project estimated @ 

$30K – less with 1/2 life engine)  

Total Airframe: 5,050 hrs    Engine: time Ex-

pired      

NGT VFR Panel with DUAL Digital COMMS-

VOR Radio / Digital fuel flow meter / 4 x Chan-

nel CHT-EGT / MODE C Transponder / Two 

AXIS Autopilot  

Repairs Required:  

Replacement Ignition Switch / replacement 

Engine mount / replacement AH / Engine 

Overhaul / replacement throttle cable   

replacement flap motor / repair elevators skin / 

repaint airframe 

 

For further information contact  

Greg Ackman on 0425 355 500 
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I have received  approval  as 
an AP (Authorised Person ) 
from CASA which allows me 
to carry out final inspections 
on behalf of the SAAA for the 
issuance of a Special Certifi-
cate of Airworthiness Ama-
teur  Built  Experimental  Air-
craft. As part of the approval , 
I can also sign off  Flight over 
built up areas and IFR for the 
same certificate.  Call me if 
you  need  more  information.  
Armando Papallo 
Hangar P2 
0418 685 186 

Hangarage available at N5  

from $200 per month 

24 Hr Access 

Greg Ackman 

0425 355 500 

FOR SALE 

Fixed or Portable Solar 

Panel System (all Brand 

New) consists of one 

200 Watt solar panel, 20 

AMP Voltage Controller 

and roof mounting Hard-

ware  

Phone: Peter 0404 878 

438 

1977 GRUMMAN TIGER 

VH-IFT       $75K ONO  

2nd Owner since 1989 / well maintained 
with recent 100 hrly  
Total Airframe:    4300 hrs    Engine to 
run:    800 hrs with recent Top overhaul 
plus Replacement Cylinders  
Cruise @ 120 kts @ 75% power with 36 
litres per hour  
5 hr endurance with 3 PAX or 1 PAX plus 
154 Kg Cargo 
NGT VFR with ADF / Avionics Master / 
Audio Switch Panel / Dual COMMS / 
MODE C Transponder / Digital Fuel Com-
puter / Volt-Amp Digital meter /  Carby 
Temp gauge / CHT-EGT Digital meter/ 
Two AXIS Autopilot / Recent install of 
AvMap EFIS with CAR35 Approval for 
day VFR 
 
For further information contact  
Greg Ackman on 0425 355 500 

NARCO VOR RECEIVER 

Out of Ian Harvie’s Stinson aircraft 

Reduced to sell, now only $25! (with an-
tenna) Enquiries:  0428 475 769  

Jayco Westport Caravan for sale 
$19,500 ono.  

Camping gear for sale in as New 
condition $250 

Contact Steve Pate 0438 676 367 

Used but fully serviceable 
“Concorde” brand aircraft batteries in 
good condition cheap & located at 
Wedderburn. 
 
1/ $100 - small 12volt (RG-25XC) 
2/ $120- large 12 volt (RG-35AXC) 
3/ $150 - 
small 24 volt 
(RG24-11) 
contact Greg 
042535 5500  



 

Page 15  

Stainless Steel Fuel Drum, with pump 
and flow meter $500.00   
Call George on 0407 416 520, or email 
kowalski.george@gmail.com 
 

 

SYDNEY FLIGHT TRAINING 
FLIGHT REVIEWS * Restricted, Private & Commercial Licences * PIFR * IPC * Night VFR * Tail wheel * CSU & RU 

Address: 20 Miles Street, BANKSTOWN AIRPORT NSW 2200 

Website: www.sydneyflighttraining.com.au 

Hours of Operation: Monday - Saturday: 8:00am - 4:30pm. Sunday by booking. 

Email: admin@sydneyflighttraining.com.au 

Phone: (02) 9790 4612 

 

Volmer vj22 Sportsman 
amphibian 

Continental O-200 with about 
2 hrs since overhaul.  Located 

Cessnock 
contact Keith rule,   

0438 902 900  

For Sale: Parker Teenie-Two Single seat VW powered ultralight aircraft. Unregistered. 

Complete airframe and engine. Most of repair job carried out, needs finishing. $4,000 

ono. Enquiries to 0410 482 546 

“Clean 3” Part 
Cleaner for sale 
$350.00 
240 v Pump 
and Heater 
Foot pedal con-
trol for pump 
Temperature 
control 
Spare cleaning 
Brushes 
Manuals includ-
ed 
Location Wed-
derburn 
Contact Errol 

0406 070 121 

or errol@pillemer.net 

http://www.sydneyflighttraining.com.au
mailto:admin@sydneyflighttraining.com.au
mailto:errol@pillemer.net
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NSW SAC. To foster and promote recreational and competitive flying of sport aircraft of all categories, designs and types 

Aircraft Weight and Balance carried out at Wedderburn 
Ceri Bartlett  
CASA-approved Weight Control Officer   
0448 448 316 
ceri@AircraftWeighingAustralia.com.au 

Large steel frame Hangar 13 wide x 17 
deep x 7 high containing a Ground Floor 
Area of 234 m2 and Upstairs Mezzanine 
Area of 65 m2 

Suitable for minimum of two aircraft or a 
medium twin there is also a separate work-
shop  with two roller doors and an elevated 
loading dock. The Mezzanine is developed 
into a self-contained living area including 
kitchen, lounge & bunkroom. Power is re-
ticulated throughout including power points 
and extensive lighting. 

The mezzanine could be expanded by 
another 130 m2 if required. A 13 meter x 
2.7 meter rear deck has been approved as 
part of the development plan. 

Located opposite the Clubhouse and 20 
meters from the Fuel Bowser this site has 
both front and rear access. Concrete hard 
stand is provided at the hangar doors and 
direct access to the runway is only 30 me-
ters away. Plans have been approved by 
the Club & Wollondilly Shire and currently 
lodged with the Department of Lands for 
final sign off. 

Inclusions: 

Ground level: 

Water Tank / External LPG GAS HWS / 
Shower Booth / Toilet / Vanity / workshop 
area / some benches / storage shelving / 
12 volt solar power system / external 240 
vac generator 

Upstairs: 

Fully Equipped Kitchen reticulated for hot 
& cold water / Carpeted & Insulated open 
plan living area / all fixtures and fittings 
including all utensils and stored items in 
cupboards are included  / Lounge area 
Furnishings including wood heater / dining 
table & chairs / lounges / upstairs beds & 
bedding for 6 x people / sideboard & book-
case units. 

Further information including Market ap-
praisal and approved plans contact Greg 
04 2535 5500 or 
hunter@mobileone.com.au  

Zenith CH 300 (Tri Z) amateur homebuilt - poa. Has fresh annual.  Zero-timed   

0-320 Lycoming 150 HP. Brand-new Sensenich prop. New tyres and tubes. Brakes and 
oleo fully serviced. Fresh W&B. Aircraft registered as 4-seater although the rear bench 
seat has 95 kg limitation, meaning best suited for one adult or two kids. Dual controls. 
New EFIS (with option to fit auto-
pilot). NVFR category. 
Reluctant sale due to medical. Cur-
rently hangared in Wedderburn, and 
hangarage negotiable for members. 

Ring Srini 0438 537 738 for 
enquiries. 

FOR SALE HANGAR A1 

Best offers over $185 K 

1994 model Diamond DV20 

Rotax 912 engine with 12 years and 1,500 hrs to 
run. Constant speed prop. 100 hourly due Oct21. 
100 to 110 Kts cruise at 17 lph. $95k.  

Also, iPad Mini 2 32Gb with Wi-Fi and SIM slot 
Works well with OzRunways and emails, etc. $150.  

Bill Leighton  0412 250 300 


