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Editor’s Letter 

Hi folks: 

In this issue, the obligatory report by Club Secretary Jason Ca-
milleri on the goings on at the NSW SAC, Social Workday Coor-
dinator Murat Winter reports on the latest event, Major Works 
Coordinator Dobre Stevanovski updates us on the latest capital 
works, Newsletter contributor extraordinaire Dave Rittie reports 
on an important Club milestone, Martin Russell shares a caution-
ary tale, Kevin White gets an unusual attitude, Bill Leighton 
gets a new shiny toy, the Heathcote Soaring League people say 
Hi, Ross Clarke goes out to play with the big boys, plus the usu-
al updates on club news and current affairs. 

2020 has been a remarkable year by any measures. It’s good to 
see that in spite of the difficulties and restrictions imposed by the 
pandemic, many of our members have continued to pursue their 
passion for flying in a responsible manner. With the festive sea-
son well upon us, on behalf of the Committee I’d like to take this 
opportunity to wish every member and friend of the NSW Sport 
Aircraft Club all the very best for the upcoming year, and thank 
you for you continued support. 

Stay patient, and stay safe.  

Kind regards, 

Pablo Depetris 

 
Upcoming Club events 
 
Annual General Meeting:  
Sunday 28 March 2021, 10am - 12pm, in the Clubhouse 
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I t's been a rather strange year with 
COVID - 19! Yet, It's been a very busy 
one for the Committee, having many 
meetings since being elected, and I'm 
sure there's another one or two before 
the next election at the Annual General 
Meeting. 

We've had to communicate with mem-
bers electronically, and even at one 
point, the Committee had a couple of 
meetings via Google hangouts, which 
was good, but nothing beats having a 
meeting face to face in the Clubhouse 
with the sound of aeroplanes in the 
background! Do we get distracted easi-
ly… Naah!  

On saying that, there have been many 
Newsflashes and Newsletter reports 
that kept the members updated on the 
goings on of the place. Not to mention 
the meeting minutes published on the 
members section of the website. 

Sadly due to Covid, we didn't have a 
Christmas party this year, but hopefully 
next year, we can have one that will 
make up for this year's missed party. 

The majority of the earth works around 
the runway, taxiway and eastern road 

are now just about finalised, so the 
Committee thanks you for your patience 
whilst this work was being carried out.  

You'll find the airport much easier to 
navigate and a little easier on keeping 
the car clean. As usual, always keep an 
eye out for aeroplanes as they have the 
right of way, and drive slowly when on 
the taxiways, it is a taxiway after all, not 
a road. 

The last few weeks have started to slow 
down a little with Christmas and the 
New Year approaching. The Committee 
has set the date for the Annual General 
Meeting at 10am to 12pm on Sunday 
March 28th 2021.  

Just to carry the torch for Jock, see be-
low the updated Hangar Site Waiting 
List: 

1. Kevin White 

2. Michael Petersen 

3. Jeff Parsons 

4. Malcolm Smith 

5. Chris Clark 

6. Michael Kennard 

7. Sasa Kukrka 

8. Antony Johnston 

9. Ollie Geraghty 

10. Martin Wysocki 

11. Errol Pillemer    H 

12. John Taru      H 

13. Voytek Romanovski  H 

14. Matt Segafredo    H 

As I write this report, Christmas and 
New year are knocking down my door, 
so now is the perfect time to wish you 
all a safe and Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 

Until the next chat, take care. 

Regards, 

Jason Camilleri 

From the Secretary’s Desk 

Dorothy on her 100th birthday 

Dorothy is a foundation member of our 

club. She was the Treasurer of the Ladies 

Auxiliary (which was the fundraising 

strength of SAC when funds were in very 

short supply in the early years). She be-

came our 7th life member, awarded to her 

on 10 March 1996, and has reached the 

unprecedented (for our club) amazing age 

of 101 years young. 

Dot turned 101 on 7th November this year. 

Because of the tight restrictions observed 

in aged care facilities Dorothy was al-

lowed only two visitors on her birthday. 

They were her daughter, Leonie, and our 

club’s long serving matriarch, Margaret 

Adams. Dorothy is fully aware that she 

has reached this incredible milestone. 

We wish Dorothy all the  best from all our 

members, and hope she continues to re-

main healthy with a  further extension to 

her productive and happy life. 

David Rittie 

Dorothy McSparron Turns 101 

Dorothy pictured at her 90th birthday 

party in 2009 
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Windshear! 
W e get pretty weird weather at Wedderburn some times. On 
this particular Sunday we had been watching people fly and no-
ticed that Martin Russell was coming in for a landing in “The Jaffa”. 
(He had been doing some cracker wheelies on his orange RV7 late-
ly) Suddenly the RV started a go-around, ballooning, and seemingly 
almost reaching the stall just feet over the runway.  There were a 
few quiet gasps amongst the spectators. Martin later supplied the 
following feedback by email:  

“ So after my very uncomfortable landing attempts on Sunday, I 
thought I'd have a look at some data from my G3X to try and con-
firm what I was feeling in the seat of my pants.  Not only did I have 
a heavy passenger on board (I had checked his weight was well 
within W&B limits for the RV) but arriving back at WBN I found 
huge changes in wind direction (in grey) vs altitude (in red).   

Here is a plot of wind direction on Sunday (as measured by my 
system) vs altitude (on my several go rounds)  The wind direc-
tion shifts by almost 180 degrees ! 

Following is a plot of a more "normal" flight I did a few weeks ago 
with a nice smooth landing... 

Notice how the wind direction only changes mildly with altitude ? 
(of course there's a gradient in the plot as it goes through 360 de-
grees).  

Interesting eh ? 

It’s all learning. I don’t think I’ve really ever experienced conditions 
at WBN quite like that before.    

Another thing I found when I was climbing out after one of those 
go rounds was that I was struggling to maintain airspeed above 70 
knots for a little while !   I’ve got tons of excess power in the RV 
and am usually able to climb at between 90 and 100 knots.  I think 
with the wind direction changing so rapidly I found that I had a tail 
wind all of a sudden.   Some of the other parameters that I was 
checking this afternoon was the RPM and percentage power I was 
making during those climbs as it felt very underpowered at 
times.  But the numbers say I was easily making sufficient power.”   

ED: Thanks for sharing Martin, and well said: “It’s all learning” 

More on the subject from CASA (VFRG) 
 
Downwind take-offs and landings – Take-
off or landing downwind is not recommend-
ed as a standard procedure. Pilots should 
use the runway most closely aligned into 
wind (the active runway), wherever possi-
ble. 
Pilots must operate within the limitations 
prescribed in the aircraft flight manual 
(AFM), in accordance with CAR 138. 
In accordance with CAR 92, pilots should 
consider the following hazards if planning to 
take off or land downwind: 
 

• Wind strength just above ground 
level may be significantly higher than 
indicated by the windsock. 

• Windshear (for take-off): 

 higher groundspeed at lift-off 

 a longer take-off distance required 

 a shallower angle of climb 

 degraded obstacle clearance and 

 in the event of an emergency, 
(landing straight ahead) touchdown 
will be at a higher groundspeed. 

 

• Windshear (for landing): 

 higher groundspeed at touchdown; 
and 

 a longer landing distance required. 
 
Wake turbulence and windshear – Wake 
turbulence is produced by all aircraft and 
can be extremely hazardous. Smaller air-
craft should be aware that large aircraft 
produce strong/severe wake turbulence, 
with large jet aircraft producing extreme 
wake turbulence. 
In calm conditions, wake turbulence may 
not dissipate for several minutes. Pilots 
should position their aircraft with sufficient 
spacing in the traffic circuit to avoid en-
countering wake turbulence. 
On take-off, smaller aircraft will normally 

require increased separation time before 
departing behind a larger aircraft. 
Helicopters of all sizes produce, in forward 
flight, vortices similar to those produced by 
fixed-wing aircraft. A hovering or slow air-
taxiing helicopter creates a rotor downwash 
that can be a hazard to all nearby aircraft. 
Therefore, pilots of small aircraft should 
avoid operating close to helicopters. Equal-
ly, helicopter pilots should operate at a safe 
distance from parked or taxiing aircraft. 
Windshear can occur anywhere in the traffic 

circuit, but is most dangerous when close to 

terrain. Dust devils (‘willy willies’) are visible 

windshear, common at outback aero-

dromes. Pilots encountering windshear 

should consider an immediate maximum-

performance climb to fly out of the situa-

tion. 
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T he one and only workday for the Club 
year of 2020 was held with great success on 
8th November. 

A year when we were all asked to be anti 
social and the final easing of social distanc-
ing and no gatherings was welcomed by all. 
It was surprising how many members 
turned up to the social workday, not sure if 
that was from total commitment to the club 
or simply the opportunity to socialize after 
months of being cooped up. I am sure it was 
the commitment to the club. 

All volunteers were following the club’s 

Covid plan on the day, which included regis-
tration, sanitisers in the clubhouse as well 
as an outdoor lunch to ensure enough 
space for all. 

There were around 25 volunteers on the 
day, and there was no flying from 9am to 12 
noon. 

There was a fair bit of work that needed 
urgent attention that finally got completed 
on the day. 

Clubhouse cladding on the north wall re-
mounted, clearing of out of control shrubs 
behind Runway 17 threshold and lawns in 

the aircraft parking area, as well as around 
hangars. Overall SAC had a good trim and 
tidy up. 

The workday was followed by a wonderful 
BBQ cooked by our resident master chef 
Steve Cohen, and an informal members 
forum  

Thank you to all the members for giving up 
their Sunday morning of flying and their 
commitment to the Club, see you all in the 
new year for another successful social 
workday. 

Murat Winter 

November Social Workday 

 
List of Volunteers present at the 

November Social Workday: 

 

Pablo Depetris 

Murat Winter 

Steve Pate 

Malcolm Smith 

Chris Willis 

Dobre Stevanovski 

Craig O’Brien 

Michael Kennard 

Martin Russell 

Christian Alexander 

Rod Holzwart 

David Rittie 

 

Srini Srinivasan 

Neil Graham 

John Bennett 

Richard Talbot 

Peter Calvert 

Bill Leighton 

Stephen Smith 

Lisa Harvey 

Graham Harvey 

Dave Thomas 

John Onrust 

Steve Cohen 

 

Thank you all for your support! 
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D ear Members, 

The committee has undertaken a pro-

gram of capital works, improvements and 

repairs to the airfield for 2020. 

No doubt if you have been to the field re-

cently you would have noticed these works.  

Thanks to all who have been patient during 

this time with some minor disruptions to 

access your hangar rows and taxiways/ run-

way. 

A brief summary for the works completed 

so far are outlined below:  

Main road access to taxiways through the 

addition of 6 new culverts (x3 with bitumen 

road and x3 with concrete road) primarily 

on the northern end of the field  

New clubhouse access concrete culvert  

Two older culverts on southern end of road 

reinforced with concrete sides 

Note the culverts at Row PQ and the Club-

house entrance are thicker concrete (150 

mm) and wider to allow heavy truck access 

including larger wing areas for the turning 

circle 

Access road to club from the new culvert 

and clubhouse parking has been sealed 

using 2 Coat Spray Seal 

Runway 35 Run Up bay has been increased 

in size by approx. 70% with numerous pre-

vious patch repairs removed and consoli-

dated with new asphalt. 

 

Taxiway for row L and M has been moved 

and realigned with the existing taxiway 

North/ South orientation and run up bay  

Taxiway L/M major repair carried out as 

this section was affected by water seeping 

through existing asphalt cracks 

Approximatively 250 lineal metres of crack 

sealing applied where water was seeping 

through old asphalt joints primarily be-

tween the taxiway to runway.  Also, previ-

ous aircraft damage to the runway was 

crack sealed. 

Five members took the opportunity to im-

prove their hangar access before the as-

phalt machinery was on site with quotes 

and signed contracts completed well before 

the start of the works 

  

 

 

 Ditch remediation work in progress be-

tween the runway and taxiways on the 

southern end which includes 300 tonnes of 

soil / clay and 64 tonnes of gravel being 

profiled into the ditches. Two new concrete 

storm water pits and underground storm-

water pipes added opposite to the fuel 

bowser and Taxiway C/D with concrete re-

inforcement.  Further improvements will be 

undertaken to improve the safety aspects 

of these ditches for aircraft.   

I also want to acknowledge our caretaker 

Steve Pate for his incredible support during 

all these improvements.  Steve has gone 

out of his way to work with numerous con-

tactors and members, early morning starts, 

long days at times and numerous phone 

calls both from myself and contractors. 

Should you require any information on the 

above works, please contact me and I will 

be happy to go through in more detail. 

Kind Regards 

Dobre Stevanovski 

ED: Most of the recent upgrades can be 

seen below on the excellent aerial view of 

the field, kindly supplied by Jason Santana 

Major Works Report 
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I n October at age 60, after almost 40 
years of flying, I finally decided it was 
time to conquer my fear of being upside 
down in an aircraft. To achieve this, I 
had to wait for the NSW / QLD border 
to reopen as my chosen instructor, Jer-
emy Miller from Skythrills, is based in 
the Gold Coast. We met in Ballina be-
fore a gaggle of RV pilots from Wedder-
burn and Bankstown showed up for 
advanced formation and aerobatic 
training.   

Of course, the weather on my depar-
ture day to fly north was low cloud and 
rain showers. However, it was forecast 
to clear from noon.  Being impatient to 
get away I departed at 11:00 and was 
able to fly up the lane at 1,900 so was 
feeling pretty comfortable until I hit 
Pittwater. Looking forward as I tracked 
up Broken Bay towards Gosford it was 
dark, raining and low cloud. Further-
more, I was descending below scud 
and now at 1,200 and still descending. I 
turned right for the coast through a gap 
behind Killcare and set myself a turn 
back limit of 800 feet which quickly ap-
peared as I arrived over the coast. Con-
ditions looked fairly clear out to sea and 
maybe a little better to the north. I had 
intended on asking Williamtown for a 
clearance at Warnervale to overfly but 
that was clearly no longer my plan. I 
was becoming stressed so decided it 
was time to speak up. I called Willy De-
livery and they could not have been 
more helpful. They obtained a weather 
forecast for me from a couple of FA18 
pilots who reported it was better ahead. 
Tracking along the beaches I was back 
up at 1,500 feet with broken cloud at 

500, 2,500 and full cloud cover at 4,000 
feet. An update from the FA18s said it 
was vastly better ahead. Pushing on 
found me sitting comfortably at 2,500. 
Delivery asked what height I wanted a 
clearance at and I requested coastal up 
to 3,000 which they immediately gave 
me. Furthermore, they said I was the 
first VFR aircraft through today and if I 
wanted any other clearance they would 
make it available. How good was that! 
By the time I passed Nelson Bay I was 
looking north to full sun and no cloud 
with an uneventful trip until I hit Ballina 
CTAF.  

Ballina has this UNICOM service called 
Ballina Radio who is there to help out. 
Problem is they think they are ATC. A 
Jetstar flight was taxing for Sydney and 
intended to depart turning right heading 
down the coast. Guess where I was! 

Ballina radio was trying to co-ordinate 
and give position reports to both Jetstar 
and me; it was just confusing. Eventual-
ly the air waves became free and I was 
able to talk to the pilot direct, he was 
backtracking and about to roll. I said I 
would continue coastal until north of the 
runway and let him know when I had 
reached that position. As he rolled I 
passed the centre line, all good. Ballina 
radio was very annoying the entire 
week we were in Ballina. At one stage I 
kid you not, he advised an airfield 
ground car of traffic; being me doing 
airwork 10 miles south. 

The next day I met up with Jeremy 
thinking a quick brief and maybe some 
loops. Ha, amongst the many qualifica-
tions Jeremy holds is a special approv-
al from CASA for testing of flight in-
structors and he takes the briefing very 

UPSIDE - DOWN! 

   Kevin goes... 
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seriously. The initial aerobatics briefing 
is 4 hours duration with lots of breaks 
and question time. Before any new ma-
noeuvre is undertaken a detailed 
ground briefing is provided. I have to 
say I enjoyed this format and it really 
helped alleviate my fears and stress 
which were substantial.  

One of the questions asked was my 
motivation for aerobatics training. I was 
clear on my answer. As a formation 
pilot I was building in competency and 
doing more advanced and demanding 
manoeuvres including formation and 
trail wingovers. Our formation wingo-
vers seemed to be getting well beyond 
60 Deg angle of bank and when in a 
formation tail chase (3 seconds behind) 
the “boys” seemed to be pitching way 
up and rolling way over, well beyond 
where I felt comfortable. I was out prac-
ticing wingovers off the coast by myself 
one day and I rolled way more than in-
tended. The picture out the front was 
weird, the speed was building, the G 
was coming on. That was the moment, I 
said enough no more, I need aerobatic 
training or I was going to find myself in 
trouble. 

To obtain an aerobatics rating you need 
to demonstrate competency in a range 
of manoeuvres which include: Spins, 
Unusual Attitude Recovery, Aileron 
Rolls, Barrell Rolls, Loops and Stall 
Turns.  

I was petrified of UA’s just the thought 
of having to do them made me sick. To 
his credit Jeremy is keenly aware of 
how you are feeling and knows when to 
say that’s enough let’s head back. 
Nearly all of my training flights were 10 
mins of climb out to 6,000 feet over the 
beach, between 4 and 8 manoeuvres 
and then a 5 min 160+ Knot descent 
onto base. I was managing 4 flights a 
day over 4 days. Broken into small 
chunks it’s not so daunting. I could not 
help noticing how quickly Jeremy can 

go from straight and level to an unusual 
inverted nose low or high descending 
attitude but with a comfortable positive 
0.8 to 1G. He then says your plane re-
cover. As I overcame my fear my recov-
eries improved. We did some initial spin 
training in a Citabria as the RV6 is 
known to spin pretty fast. However, I 
was not prepared the first time we spun 
the RV6. OMG over and around so fast, 
it's daunting. Nice thing about aerobatic 
planes they are designed to stop spin-
ning and I kept cheating the formal re-
covery process by moving the stick for-
ward which on most occasions stopped 
the spin. I do have to say though one 
time I went full left back stick and full 
right rudder. The plane started spinning 
left, then suddenly stopped and started 
spinning right. This was the only time 
Jeremy ever looked at me with anything 
but a smile on his face. 

The other noteworthy manoeuvre in a 

carburettor aircraft is a stall turn. Pretty 
much every time my engine stopped. 
Now I do have a habit of pulling up ver-
tical, which is about 10degs more than 
desired. I always wondered what speed 
I needed to restart the engine by wind-
milling, something over 100 knots gets 
the job done. It’s very disconcerting but 
once it happens a few times you get 
used to it. We were doing this exercise 
in easy glide of Evans Head in case a 
restart failed for some reason. 

Before completing my training, Eddie 
Seve, Peter Grogan, Mal Kains, Mark 
Newton and Glenn Bridgland all flew in 
for their advanced training. All of a sud-
den it was a “boys own week”. Jorgo 
drove down from Qld and two RV pilots 
from the Gold Coast (Hayden and 
James) flew in so we could do a 7 ship 
RV formation flight along the Gold 
Coast high rise. I could go on for hours 
about the mateship and enjoyment we 
all shared. Suffice to say, it’s a week I 
will fondly remember even if I was 
scared sick to death for the first half. I 
managed a couple of aerobatic lessons 
in between the others and on the 5

th
 

day I was officially signed off and told to 
go practice solo. Since then I’ve flown 
aerobatics nearly every flight consoli-
dating what I learnt. It’s been great fun, 
a worthwhile skills improvement, an 
enhancement to safety and something I 
never thought I would be able to 
achieve.   

Kevin White  Van’s RV6A. 
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I n August I hatched a plan to buy a heavi-
er plane that would have better turbulence 
penetration than my lightweight Diamond 
and more suited for longer runs and ex-
tended holidays. 

As with life, most of the fun is in the shop-
ping phase. Aviation Trader got more wear 
than a well-used copy of Penthouse. Every 
photo was drooled over, from a Mooney to 
a Bonanza, a Cardinal to a Saratoga. The 
max budget was 200k so that encompassed 
a wide group of things with wings. 

After a while I became more focussed and 
my shopping list narrowed to a few charac-
teristics: four seats, a minimum 120 knots 
and 500 mile range, good visibility for all on 
board and a fair bit of luggage capacity. 

I stumbled on a Socata Trinidad advertised 
in Mt Gambier, the price was right but the 
state borders were closed. The day the bor-
der opened someone else bought the plane 
half an hour before I phoned. Trinidads are 
a good-looking machine with a three-
bladed prop and a six-cylinder Lycoming 
engine that sounds very smooth. My ego 
said I need one. 

The only other Trinidads for sale were IFR 
with oxygen, glass panels and prices well 
above my target range. 

I found an ad for a Tobago, the fixed-gear 
version of Trinidad, same airframe with 

constant-speed prop and a 200hp Lycoming 
engine. It was baby-poo yellow and white, 
not my favourite colours but that could 
always be changed if the aircraft was a good 
machine. With around 1500 hours total 
time, a 1996 model, it sounded okay. It was 
at Moorabbin so once again I was blocked 
from getting to look at it. In frustration I 
made an offer and bought it sight unseen. I 
had a local LAME do a pre-purchase inspec-
tion, he found a rusted rudder hinge but 
everything else was in good nick. What real-
ly grabbed me was the callsign VH-LWR. 
Given my penchant for crop dusting I 
sensed we were meant to be a couple. So I 
parted with $100k and became the new 
owner of an aeroplane that I couldn’t see 
for eight weeks. A mail-order bride. 

Eventually the drawbridge to Victoria was 
lowered and I flew down to Tullamarine on 
Qantas and got a ride across to Moorabbin. 
The LAME hadn’t had time to do anything 
cosmetic so I spent two days on the handle 
of an electric buffer with a big bottle of 
cutting paste. I haven’t rubbed so much 
since I was sixteen, it was a bit of a mara-
thon of wax-on wax-off. Eventually a pre-
sentable aeroplane emerged, all shiny.  

A couple of hours with an instructor were 
next up. At that stage I had owned the air-
craft for two months and cleaned and pol-
ished it for two days and had never started 
the engine. The start-up was reassuring, it 
had a nice engine note. I taxied gingerly to 

the runup bay and was pleased that the 
engine noise continued without any sign of 
the engine digesting any part of itself. 
Moorabbin is quite daunting if you haven’t 
been there before, a maze of runways and 
taxiways and holding points. Lined up, 
opened the tap and next minute we were in 
the air at 65 knots. The climb was quite 
steep at 80 knots and we were soon in the 
training area for the usual get-the-feel-of-it 
turns and climbs and descents. Back to the 
field, we joined for some circuits. I was 
ready for a Cherokee 180 type landing but 
this machine has bigger flaps so the flare is 
more critical from the steeper descent. I 
managed to land, a bit roughly but surviva-
ble. Power on, do it again. This time as I 
flared we touched the runway gently and at 
that moment my seat came un-catched and 
the seat and I went flying to the rearmost 
position with me pulling on the yolk to try 
to get back up front. The aircraft left the 
ground and I called out to the instructor 
‘darn, would you like to fly this beastie for 
me?’ (or words to that effect) and he pow-
ered up and we staggered off and gained 
speed again. A few more circuits and I could 
tell from the tone of the controller that we 
were wearing out our welcome, so we 
parked up for the day. A word of warning to 
anyone unfamiliar with Moorabbin, after 
landing you have to get a specific clearance 
to enter the taxiway. You don’t just roll off 
the runway onto the taxiway and call for 
taxi clearance to parking, there are holding 
points on the ramps from the runway. The 

Bill’s Bumble Bee 
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Congrats to Scott Lynton on his new RV-8! 

“After nine years of effort, VH-NZZ took to the skies just one day after gaining the Special Certificate of Air-

worthiness needed in Australia. Flown for the flight by test pilot and fellow RV builder/owner Glenn 

Bridgland, both the first and second flights on the same day were completely uneventful. Fitted with an IO-

360-M1B, Hartzell constant speed propeller, full Dynon glass with Garmin back up and the Showplanes cano-

py fastback kit, she hit the Van’s performance numbers straight away. Thank you to Van’s for a wonderful kit 

and support.” 

instructor saved my neck from a dressing-
down from the tower, he stopped us in 
time. 

The following day was Sunday and Dobre 
Stevanovski flew down from Sydney on 
Jetstar to help me fly the new beast home 
to Wedderburn. Fuelled and packed, we 
gave the usual ‘unfamiliar’ cry for help to 
ground controller and within five minutes 
we were airborne off 35. We turned right 
and head up the lane to Kilmore Gap in 
buffeting northerly winds. I was glad of the 
extra weight of Big Bertha, we punched 
through a lot of chop and turbulence with 
aplomb.  

The plane had done three hours flying since 
last February, had just come out of a 100 
hourly, I had done four landings on type, I 

hadn’t flown anything with mixture control 
for thirty years and it was the 13th of the 
month. What could possibly go wrong? 

Turning north-east at Kilmore we headed 
up the Hume Highway and were soon on a 
bumpy straight-in final to Albury. The con-
troller was much more relaxed than the 
Moorabbin crowd, we landed without 
structural damage and found a parking spot 
in the massive GA parking lot. The refueller 
topped us up for the next leg and we had 
our picnic lunches (courtesy of my Mel-
bourne hotel) in the new Albury Aero Club 
clubhouse which is right beside the parking 
area. A sign welcomes all passing pilots to 
make themselves at home. There is a fridge, 
toilets, air conditioning, tables chairs and 
lounges.  

Refreshed and refuelled we headed out on 
the home run, about two hours with a good 
headwind all the way. We climbed to 9500 
feet and let the autopilot do its thing. That’s 
a great luxury after ten years of rudder and 
stick flying in the Diamond. 

The forecast wasn’t good, we expected to 
have to scud-run past Mittagong but the 
cloud bases were at 5000 so we had a re-
laxed run home. Eventually we were in the 
circuit, just in time to watch Kevin Haydon 

do a missed approach in his Sportsman 
which was a bit of a worry. But with a bit of 
tailwind on 17 we arrived with only a small 
thud, to a waiting audience who had been 
tracking us on OzRunways. 

This last week has been rainy and windy, so 
it’s given me time to do more buffing an 
polishing and to fix the seat locking mecha-
nism. I am looking forward to some good 
trips when that balmy autumn and winter 
weather arrives.  I am getting used to the 
colour scheme and it has polished up nicely. 
If you see me blundering around the circuit 
in LWR, give me a bit of room please. I am 
probably head down reading the manual. 

Bill Leighton 
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The Heathcote Soaring League (HSL) 

flying field lies approximately 8nm south-
east of Wedderburn, just west of the Boom-
erang Golf course. Its position can be seen 
on both the Sydney VTC and also the Syd-
ney General Flying Guide.  

Because the presence of the flying field is 
not mentioned in the Wedderburn FAC en-
try, it is important for pilots operating to or 
from Wedderburn to be aware that they 
may be operating close to or overhead the 
flying field. It is also vitally important to 
understand that there may be gliders in the 
air above the field at up to 2000ft AGL 
(around 3500’ AMSL).  
As can be seen from the Sydney General 
Flying Guide, the HSL field lies just south of 
the recommended VFR track from Sea Cliff 
Bridge to Appin and hence to Wedderburn 
(and vice versa). 
The CASA approval for the flying field allows 
the model aircraft to operate up to a height 
of 2000ft AGL (which is around 3500’ 
AMSL). This is mentioned in the Sydney 
General Flying Guide, but not on the VTC, 
and this fact may well not be understood by 
pilots flying in the vicinity of the flying field. 

While this is a relatively rare occurrence, 
gliders with up to 4m wingspan can safely 
operate up to 2000’ AGL (around 3500’ alti-
tude) while maintaining visual line of sight, 
and during busy days there may be a num-
ber of gliders operating at varying heights 
within a radius of 500m from the field. 
The HSL flyers are well aware of their re-
sponsibility to maintain separation from 
manned aircraft at all times, and this is most 
often easily accomplished.  It is difficult, 
however, to get visual contact with an in-
coming aircraft and so arrange for airborne 
gliders to avoid a conflicting flight path if 
the aircraft suddenly appears over the es-
carpment heading for the field at a low alti-
tude. It is also quite difficult to judge dis-
tance and height separation from the 
ground.  Any risk of collision is reduced to 
zero if aircraft just pass the glider airfield at 
a distance greater than 500m.  
Unfortunately, some aircraft proceed direct-
ly overhead the field at a low altitude and 
this makes the task of manoeuvring away a 

far more difficult and time-critical exercise.  
It would be much appreciated if this letter 
be circulated amongst the pilots operating 

out of Wedderburn and this will hopefully 
increase their awareness of the shared air-
space above the flying field. Because of the 
2000’ AGL (around 3500’ AMSL) approval 
overhead and within 500m of the field, the 
safest course of action would be to bypass 
the field by a mile or two. 
Below are some images of the type of glider 
being flown at the flying field.  
 
Col Woodward 
Heathcote Soaring League Secretary 

Traffic awareness: Heathcote Soaring League 
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A  few Months ago while Sydney Airport was 

virtually shut down, I decided to fly my RAA 

Registered Jabiru into Sydney Intl from Banks-

town where I was based shortly before joining 

SAC and re locating to Wedderburn. 

A number of Pilots have spoken to me about 

the experience, so I thought I would share some 

of the issues via the Newsletter and encourage 

anyone thinking about doing it, to get out and 

enjoy it. 

Firstly, you will need a CASA Licence for unre-

stricted operations and Medical. 

Your Aircraft, apart from a good Radio, will 

need a serviceable, calibrated Transponder. 

A Flight Plan needs to be lodged for both in-

bound and outbound movements. In my case, I 

planned via Parramatta at 1500ft to give Air-

services time to organise my arrival once I got 

airborne. 

You will also need a SLOT TIME for arrival 

Sydney. This is arranged via email to a specific 

email address and is the estimated time for 

touchdown at Sydney. 

Don’t be bamboozled by the myriad of Radio 

frequencies in the ERSA for Sydney. More 

about this later. 

So, let’s go flying. 

While taxiing out at Bankstown, I was asked to 

shut down in the Runup bay and phone a Syd-

ney Airport number. I wondered why. 

Turns out the guy just wanted to make sure I 

hadn’t made a mistake with my Plan and that I 

was really in a Jabiru and really intended to 

land at Sydney. He was quite bemused and 

wasn’t sure about the Aircraft type and triple 

checked my intentions. 

Ok, so airborne and on the way to Parramatta 

and over to Sydney Centre on 124.55. 

After a short period of holding in the Parramatta 

area, I was given a Transponder Code which 

they identified me on, then given a Radar head-

ing  towards Homebush, climb to 3000ft and on 

the way there, transferred to Sydney Director 

who told me to expect Runway 16R. 

I was then given a heading for base leg 16R 

and transferred to Tower. All you need to say is 

SYDNEY TOWER, JABIRU xxxx FINAL 16R. 

The Tower Controller came back with JABIRU 

xxxx , Wind 290 deg 9 kts, crosswind xxx knots, 

tailwind xxxkts, Runway 16R, cleared to land, 

take any taxiway to the left. 

The fun starts after landing. We took the HIGH 

SPEED RAPID exit (sounds good doesn’t it) 

and the Tower Controller told us to remain on 

his frequency, and gave us clear, specific taxi 

instructions to the BRAVO 10 Holding point for 

34L... the reciprocal direction. 

On the way there he said, take all the time you 

want, just let me know when you are ready to 

go. There followed some discussion about de-

parture route and he offered us the scenic route 

via the Harbour bridge to Parramatta and 

Bankstown. 

Once cleared for take-off, over to Sydney De-

partures, and cleared to the Bridge for orbits if 

required and home. 

So, that’s a brief outline of my experience. My 

friend and Fellow Jabiru owner Rick was my FO 

and his help in writing things down, and double 

checking frequency changes, not to mention 

Camera operator was invaluable. 

Rick also arranged a friend to be on the ground 

at Sydney to capture the ground and departure 

shots. 

A few final thoughts and observations... 

No touch and goes allowed. Must vacate the 

Runway and re taxi for departure. 

Take a buddy with you to help with things like 

retrieving that dropped pen and taking pics. 

If you’re thinking of doing it, go while the traffic 

is almost non existent and pick a sparkling VFR 

day. The view is priceless! 

Finally, if any member wants to clarify any of 

the procedures required, or walk through the 

flight on the ground, just let me know and I will 

be happy to help. My number is 0418 254 465. 

 

Ross Clarke 

Flight to Sydney 
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1979 GRUMMAN TIGER VH-AVD 

$30K ONO (Restore Project estimated @ 

$30K – less with 1/2 life engine)  

Total Airframe: 5,050 hrs    Engine: time Ex-

pired      

NGT VFR Panel with DUAL Digital COMMS-

VOR Radio / Digital fuel flow meter / 4 x Chan-

nel CHT-EGT / MODE C Transponder / Two 

AXIS Autopilot  

Repairs Required:  

Replacement Ignition Switch / replacement 

Engine mount / replacement AH / Engine 

Overhaul / replacement throttle cable   

replacement flap motor / repair elevators skin / 

repaint airframe 

 

For further information contact  

Greg Ackman on 0425 355 500 

  e      a   a  t        a   i e        a e 

Re       -    
Total Time Airframe   ,1 0  ours 
Serial    AA B06 1 
 eg  xpiry  0     016 
Lycoming   60  A   1 0   
 lat   Cylinder 
 0  rs Since B L  ST    and   B  LD with 
N W C L ND  S Approx. 900  rs T    N 

Re       -  D 
Total Time Airframe   ,0 0 
 ours 
Serial    AA B1 1  
 eg  xpiry  
Lycoming   60  A   1 0   
 lat   Cylinder 
       S      A L 

 or further information contact   e      a  on              

Advertisements 

I have received  approval  as 
an AP (Authorised Person ) 
from CASA which allows me 
to carry out final inspections 
on behalf of the SAAA for the 
issuance of a Special Certifi-
cate of Airworthiness Ama-
teur  Built  Experimental  Air-
craft. As part of the approval , 
I can also sign off  Flight over 
built up areas and IFR for the 
same certificate.  Call me if 
you  need  more  information.  
Armando Papallo 
Hangar P2 
0418 685 186 

Hangarage available at N5  

from $200 per month 

24 Hr Access 

Greg Ackman 

0425 355 500 

FOR SALE 

Fixed or Portable Solar 

Panel System (all Brand 

New) consists of one 

200 Watt solar panel, 20 

AMP Voltage Controller 

and roof mounting Hard-

ware  

Phone: Peter 0404 878 

438 

1977 GRUMMAN TIGER 

VH-IFT       $75K ONO  

2nd Owner since 1989 / well maintained 
with recent 100 hrly  
Total Airframe:    4300 hrs    Engine to 
run:    800 hrs with recent Top overhaul 
plus Replacement Cylinders  
Cruise @ 120 kts @ 75% power with 36 
litres per hour  
5 hr endurance with 3 PAX or 1 PAX plus 
154 Kg Cargo 
NGT VFR with ADF / Avionics Master / 
Audio Switch Panel / Dual COMMS / 
MODE C Transponder / Digital Fuel Com-
puter / Volt-Amp Digital meter /  Carby 
Temp gauge / CHT-EGT Digital meter/ 
Two AXIS Autopilot / Recent install of 
AvMap EFIS with CAR35 Approval for 
day VFR 
 
For further information contact  
Greg Ackman on 0425 355 500 

NARCO VOR RECEIVER 

Out of Ian Harvie’s Stinson aircraft 

Reduced to sell, now only $25! (with an-
tenna) Enquiries:  0428 475 769  

Jayco Westport Caravan for sale 
$19,500 ono.  

Camping gear for sale in as New 
condition $250 

Contact Steve Pate 0438 676 367 

Used but fully serviceable 
“Concorde” brand aircraft batteries in 
good condition cheap & located at 
Wedderburn. 
 
1/ $100 - small 12volt (RG-25XC) 
2/ $120- large 12 volt (RG-35AXC) 
3/ $150 - 
small 24 volt 
(RG24-11) 
contact Greg 
042535 5500  
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Bert Faulkner’s Tailwind FOR 
SALE 

Homebuilt by Bert., first flown 2005 
O320 A2B Lycoming engine, approx 
1000 hrs to run. ICOM A200 Radio, 
King KT76 Transponder, Garmin 196 
GPS, 2 Place comm. Artificial Horizon, 
Turn & Bank, Vertical Speed Indicator, 
Airspeed, Altimeter, Oil & Cyl, Head 
Temp. 
Cruise 150 kts, pleasant at 130 kts 
@2300. 
Call Bert on 0298711799 or 
berjan@ozonline.com.au 

 

SYDNEY FLIGHT TRAINING 
FLIGHT REVIEWS * Restricted, Private & Commercial Licences * PIFR * IPC * Night VFR * Tail wheel * CSU & RU 

Address: 20 Miles Street, BANKSTOWN AIRPORT NSW 2200 

Website: www.sydneyflighttraining.com.au 

Hours of Operation: Monday - Saturday: 8:00am - 4:30pm. Sunday by booking. 

Email: admin@sydneyflighttraining.com.au 

Phone: (02) 9790 4612 

 

Volmer vj22 Sportsman amphibian→ 
Continental O-200 with about 2 hrs since 

overhaul.  Located Cessnock 
contact Keith rule,  0438 902 900  

For Sale: Parker Teenie-Two Single seat VW powered ultralight aircraft. Unregistered. 

Complete airframe and engine. Most of repair job carried out, needs finishing. $4,000 

ono. Enquiries to 0410 482 546 

http://www.sydneyflighttraining.com.au
mailto:admin@sydneyflighttraining.com.au
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NSW SAC. To foster and promote recreational and competitive flying of sport aircraft of all categories, designs and types 

Aircraft Weight and Balance carried out at Wedderburn 
Ceri Bartlett  
CASA-approved Weight Control Officer   
0448 448 316 
ceri@AircraftWeighingAustralia.com.au 

Large steel frame Hangar 13 wide x 17 
deep x 7 high containing a Ground Floor 
Area of 234 m2 and Upstairs Mezzanine 
Area of 65 m2 

Suitable for minimum of two aircraft or a 
medium twin there is also a separate work-
shop  with two roller doors and an elevated 
loading dock. The Mezzanine is developed 
into a self-contained living area including 
kitchen, lounge & bunkroom. Power is retic-
ulated throughout including power points 
and extensive lighting. 

The mezzanine could be expanded by an-
other 130 m2 if required. A 13 meter x 2.7 
meter rear deck has been approved as part 
of the development plan. 

Located opposite the Clubhouse and 20 
meters from the Fuel Bowser this site has 
both front and rear access. Concrete hard 
stand is provided at the hangar doors and 
direct access to the runway is only 30 me-
ters away. Plans have been approved by 
the Club & Wollondilly Shire and currently 
lodged with the Department of Lands for 

final sign off. 

Inclusions: 

Ground level: 

Water Tank / External LPG GAS HWS / 
Shower Booth / Toilet / Vanity / workshop 
area / some benches / storage shelving / 
12 volt solar power system / external 240 
vac generator 

Upstairs: 

Fully Equipped Kitchen reticulated for hot & 
cold water / Carpeted & Insulated open 
plan living area / all fixtures and fittings 
including all utensils and stored items in 
cupboards are included  / Lounge area 
Furnishings including wood heater / dining 
table & chairs / lounges / upstairs beds & 
bedding for 6 x people / sideboard & book-
case units. 

Further information including Market ap-
praisal and approved plans contact Greg 
04 2535 5500 or 
hunter@mobileone.com.au  

Zenith CH 300 (Tri Z) amateur homebuilt - poa. Has fresh annual.  Zero-timed   

0-320 Lycoming 150 HP. Brand-new Sensenich prop. New tyres and tubes. Brakes and 
oleo fully serviced. Fresh W&B. Aircraft registered as 4-seater although the rear bench 
seat has 95 kg limitation, meaning best suited for one adult or two kids. Dual controls. 
New EFIS (with option to fit auto-
pilot). NVFR category. 
Reluctant sale due to medical. Cur-
rently hangared in Wedderburn, and 
hangarage negotiable for members. 

Ring Srini 0438 537 738 for 
enquiries. 

Stainless Steel Fuel Drum, with pump 
and flow meter $500.00   
Call George on 0407 416 520, or email 
kowalski.george@gmail.com 
 

Hangar share For Sale 

50% share of hangar T1 

at Wedderburn 

Contact: 

Kathy Alaee 0451 688 806 

FOR SALE HANGAR A1 Best offers over $185 K 


