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Left: Six SAC crews at 

Swan Hill about to fly over 

Lake Boga. Below left: 

Donna and Bill Handley 

arrive at the lake. More on 

Page 8, right: Matt Hall at 

“Wings Over Illawarra”. 

More pictures on Page 13. 

The Bruce Keen Machine takes off on 

its maiden flight. Story is on Page 5 
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Need some exotic plants, or want some peaches or other stone fruit?  You can choose 

from a wide selection near the airfield, just around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLAND’S  Fruit,  Nursery  and  Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234 or 0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

 

*The Harlands also do hangar concrete slabs, at very reasonable prices* 

UPCOMING  FLYING  AND  SOCIAL  EVENTS 
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If you want to stage an event, or invite the Club to join you on a flying jaunt please talk to me. You will earn addi-

tional Championship points.          Bret Cavanagh 
 

 UPCOMING  EVENTS.  Put ‘em in your diary. 
 

Mudgee Lunch Fly-Away Saturday, 15th June, 12:30.    Blue Wren Restaurant 

     Contact: Donna Handley. 0409 172 776. 
 

General Meeting  Sunday, 16th June, 2pm.     Clubhouse 

     Contact: Lloyd Shepherd. 
 

Social Workday  Sunday, 30th June. Sign in by 9am. Free lunch for members. Wedderburn 

     Contact: Richard Thompson. 
 

Fickled Finger of Fate Fly-in to Farcombe Hall 
     Saturday, 24th August, midday.   Farcombe Hall (near Old Bar) 

     Contact: Lord Farcombe (Rick Harper) for permission. 0416 041 007. 
 

Social Workday  Saturday, 31st August. Sign in by 9am.    Wedderburn 

     Contact: Richard Thompson. 
 

General Meeting  Sunday, 8th September, 2pm.     Clubhouse 

     Contact: Lloyd Shepherd 
 

AUSFLY 2013   Thursday to Sunday, 12th-15th September.   Narromine 
 

 

Christmas Parties  Children on Sunday, 1st December, adults on Saturday evening, 7th December. 
 

We need members to organise some social events and flying adventures.  Contact Bret Cavanagh if you can help. 

 



 

 

Welcome to the June/July 2013 issue 

of the NSW SAC Newsletter. 

 

There are many events covered in this 

jumbo edition and lots of news bits. 

i.e. Bruce Keen’s newly built Light-

ning aircraft was flight tested, there 

was a Social Workday with catering 

by the Cabin Crew, and there was the 

Wings Over Illawarra event that was 

very well attended by SAC members. 

 

The trip to Lake Boga/Swan Hill is 

covered by lots of stories from 

many of those who attended, and 

Clive Brookes has sent in his ac-

count of the AAAA Fly-in to 

Echuca. 

 

All this is topped off with articles 

sent in by the usual contributors 

including the caretaker who knows 

all about everything that happens 

at our beautiful airfield. 

 

We will tell you about the Blue 

Hi there. 

 

New Coal Mine 
We received a visit from the Illawar-

ra Coal company where they in-

formed us that they will be starting 

some new mines close to our airfield. 

The location of the proposed new 

work is pictured below. 

 

Because of the location of the new 

mines, we can reasonably expect that 

there will be no subsidence on our 

territory. (The Harland’s farm direct-

ly to our north may not be so lucky.) 

To confirm this we have asked them 

to give us the exact coordinates of 

the extremities of the proposed mine, 

and also to indicate where the coal 

has been extracted, in our vicinity, in 

the past. 

 

Two other details that we learned 

from the visit are that the mining will 

not commence until 2015, and also 

that there will be no new access 

points required, as all of the new 

work will be accessed through exist-

ing shafts and tunnels. 

 

Use of Radios at Wedderburn 

There have been three incidences 

recently where air traffic problems 

have been encountered because of 

Mountains Fly-Over in the next edi-

tion of the Newsletter. 

 

My sincere thanks go to all those who 

contributed so many pictures and arti-

cles that have made this Newsletter 

one of the biggest in recent times. 
 

David Rittie 
You can contact your Newsletter Editor at david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

From  your  Editor 

the lack of good radio communica-

tion in the circuit at our airfield. 

These communication lapses have 

been caused by aviators being on 

the wrong frequency, and another 

because of a wiring problem on an 

aircraft being test-flown. 

 

These incidences are unfortunate, 

but problems or near misses have 

been avoided by the use of good 

airmanship practices in all cases. 

 

Naturally, we encourage the use of 

radios in accordance with current 

recognised procedures. However, it 

should be understood that because 

Wedderburn is a non-towered air-

field, is non military, and not regis-

tered or certified, the use of radios 

is not mandatory. 

Words  from  the  President 
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The  Secretary’s  Column 

Dianne and I have just got back from a 3 week flying 

trip as far as Ayer’s Rock, with exotic places like 

Pooncarie, Noccundra, and Hungerford in between. 

Unusually for this time of year for the ‘outback’, we 

had some low cloud and rain, and headwinds almost 

every flying day, but we still managed to get almost 

everything we had planned, done. We discovered 

that when the temperature dropped below about 20 

degrees, the flies disappeared! 

 

New Grass 

The new turf that’s been laid along the ‘frontage’ 

looks most impressive. Thanks to Richard Thomp-

son, Glenn Buttsworth, and all their helpers, for their 

hard work. 

 

Sub Committees 

We have asked Donna Handley to set up a sub-

committee for the Social events/catering etc., and 

Geoff May to do the same for the Open Day organiza-

tion. The Committee still has oversight, of course, but 

they are in good hands. 

 

Five Year Plan 

The work on the 5 year plan continues, and we expect 

to have it available at the next SGM on 16/6.  It is a 

plan, of course, and plans can change, but it will give 

everyone the idea of how and where the Committee 

thinks we should be developing the Club and it’s facil-

ities. 

Hangar Licence Agreements 

I’ve started sending out new 

Hangar Licence Agreements to 

those members who, our rec-

ords show, don’t have one. 

This process will continue as I 

gradually bring the records up 

to date. Obviously, if you don’t 

have a HLA for your hangar on 

record, you have a problem!! 

 

Fire Wagons 

Flipping over to fire safety—at 

the last Committee meeting, it 

was revealed that some members are using the fire wagons 

to wash aircraft, water grass etc. That is quite OK, as it 

keeps the pump engine exercised. What is NOT OK, is 

leaving the tanks (water and fuel) not full after use. This 

makes the tankers useless in a fire emergency, and we 

may as well get rid of them. If those responsible are not 

prepared to devote about an hour to drag the wagon to the 

top-up point, fill the water tank, then drag it to the diesel 

‘bowser’ to fill up the diesel tank, and return it to where it 

belongs, then please don’t use it in the first place!! It is not 

Rou’s job or anyone else’s job to do this, but the person 

using it! 

 

Lloyd Shepherd 

reminder to anyone who hasn’t yet paid 

the 2013 annual membership, it would 

be appreciated if everything could be 

paid up to date. 

 

Also, don’t forget to let me know of 

any change of address, phone numbers, 

email addresses, etc. as I have been try-

ing to make sure the database is up to 

date. 

 

Diane Brookes 
 

Hello Everyone 

 

Well it has been a busy couple of 

months since taking on the task of 

Treasurer! 

 

I have enjoyed meeting everyone on 

the committee and getting involved 

with the workings of the club, it looks 

like it could be an interesting year 

ahead. 

 

At this point I would like to send out a 

When operating at our airfield please 

remain aware that there may be air-

craft in the vicinity that do not have 

radios, and take appropriate precau-

tions. 

 

Hangar Spaces 

As mentioned in recent Newsflashes, 

we are now becoming short of 

hangar spaces to park our aircraft. If 

you have hangar space to rent, or 

you are looking for somewhere to 

park your beaut aircraft please let 

me know on 0407 890 791, or at      

david.rittie@optusnet.com.au. 
 

Dogs on the Loose 

PLEASE keep your dogs under full 

control, or on a lead. It’s in the rules. 

 

Please ensure the gates remain 

locked and  .  .  .  Please fly safely. 
 

David Rittie 



 

 

The  “Cabin Crew”  Report 
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Above: “The Cabin Crew”: Standing (left to right): Colleen Pillemer, Donna Handley, Laura Cunningham and 

Lyn Causer. Seated (left to right): Colleen Keen, June Nicholson, Lorraine Wood, Barbara Papallo, Ella Gale and 

Jan Faulkner. Below (left to right): Soil being levelled in preparation for the turf. The Wedderburn Rural Fire Bri-

gade came to lend a hand. SAC members having the workday lunch prepared by the “Cabin Crew”. 

The Bruce Keen Lightning Machine Flies  

The message was sent out by Newsflash from Richard 

Thompson that there was going to be some mowing, 

brush cutting and whipper snipping at the last Social 

Workday (4th May), with some soil to be prepared for 

the laying of new turf the following weekend at some  

selected locations. 
 

The “Cabin Crew” were on hand and served up a real-

ly great lunch of cauliflower and bacon soup, home 

made rissoles with caramelised onion gravy, potato 

mash and green peas, followed by a desert of berry 

compote with French vanilla yogurt. It was really 

quite delicious. 
 

Eight members of the Wedderburn Rural Fire Brigade 

joined us for the workday lunch after doing a great job 

of burning off some unwanted deadwood, which was removed in preparation for the next bushfire season. 
 

Our thanks go to the Cabin Crew for the great meal they served up in support of the members at the workday lunch. 

craft has a Jabiru 6 cylinder 

engine fitted with Rotec water 

cooled heads, CDI ignition, a 

Sensenich two-bladed ground 

adjustable propeller and cruises 

comfortably at 130 knots. 

 

Bruce started building a Glastar 

about ten years ago, but 

shelved that project temporarily 

to complete the so called ‘fast build’ 

Lightning as a priority, so that he 

could go flying sooner. 

 

Bruce was a member of our Club years 

ago and allowed his membership to 

lapse, but re-joined again recently. 

 

Thanks to Colleen (Bruce’s wife) for 

the photos. Bruce also thanks her and 

the children for the support they 

have given him during the con-

struction of this aircraft. 

 

Congratulations Bruce. We hope 

you get many years of enjoyment 

from your beautiful new machine. 

 

David Rittie 

The “Bruce Keen Machine” is a kit 

built Lightning aircraft which he has 

been building for four and a half 

years. It was first flown on 22nd 

April this year at Wedderburn by 

Robert Greig who reported that: “it 

was a delight to fly. Bruce has built 

a lovely aircraft”. 

 

For the technically minded, this air-
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Our ace NSW SAC Reporters, Diane and Clive Brookes, tell us about the 

Antique Aeroplane Association of Australia’s 37th National Fly-in, Echuca 

On Friday 12th April Di and I packed up our Nanchang 

CJ-6 (more commonly known as my 40 year old Chi-

nese mistress) VH-NNC and headed off to Echuca for 

the National AAAA Fly-in extravaganza. I have been 

trying to get to an AAAA fly-in for many years but as I 

seem to work every Easter I had been unable to attend, 

fortunately this year did not fall on Easter so we were 

off. 

 

Both Di and I were looking forward to the trip as it 

meant we would catch up with some great friends (Chris 

and Kim Yoannidis and their Tiger Moth VH-AZF), 

hopefully make some new friends, soak up the atmos-

phere and have a few cool aids with our mates whilst 

telling a few 

war stories. 

Never in our 

dreams did we 

think we would 

win anything. 

 

First we had to have an aircraft to get to this event so 

after months of inspecting several CJ6’s I came across 

an aircraft in Tyabb owned by crazy aviator Nick Cald-

well, I say crazy because Nick is scratch building a 

World War 1 Bristol Snipe, an absolutely mammoth pro-

ject as Nick is making just about everything for it apart 

from the engine. His magnificent project will be seen in 

publications to come and I’m sure will be taking out nu-

merous awards. 

 

After purchasing my mistress in June 2012 and with our 

youngest son Luke we flew back to Wedderburn where 

we all happily reside. So some 10 months later Di and I 

set off for our little jolly to Echuca. 

 

Our flight plan had us departing Wedderburn (YWBN) 

via Wagga Wagga (YSWG) stopping for some motion 

lotion and some fuel for the crew. The weather was good 

VFR with a nice 10kt tailwind, a bit of smoke haze and 

we managed to find our way to the river city of Echuca 

early Friday afternoon. 

 

I’m still getting over how 

many WAC’s, VTC’s, 

VNC’s, ERSA and other as-

sorted paper work you’re re-

quired to carry on a VFR 

flight plus an iPad. We seem 

to carry less paper work to go 

around the world. 

 

After checking in with the 

hard working AAAA girls for 

our bus pass, dinner and raffle 

tickets we caught up with a few friends. Kim made the 

mistake of asking me if I’d like to fly his beautiful Tiger 

Moth and no sooner said we were down in the weeds 

following the mighty Murray around the country side. 

 

Thirty years ago we spent a lot of time camping and wa-

ter skiing outside of Echuca and I couldn’t get over the 

size of the houses, complete with pools that are now 

built along the river, how times change. 

 

If you ever get an opportunity to go for a flight in a 

Tiger Moth go for it, it’s a fantastic experience putt put-

ting around the country side with the wind in your hair 

flat out at 70 kts. After walking away from another one 

we put the Old Girl to bed and adjourned to the Echuca 

Aero Club bar for a cleansing ale or three. 

 

Saturday morning saw us back at the field for a great 

breakfast put on by the guys and girls of the Echuca 

Aero Club. 

 

Later in the day some of the ladies caught the bus back 

into town to have a look around (that means shopping 

i.e. wasting fuel money), paddle steamer cruises, coffee 

and a chat. 

 

The theme for this weekend was catching up with 

friends, make new friends, general flying, fly anything 

you could get your hands on and enjoy all things aero-

nautical, all of which we did. For me it was a great way 

to return flights I’d been given in the past so we had our 

Nanchang up in the blue bits doing just that. 

 

We still had time to 

walk along the 

flight-line, check 

out some of the 

magnificent aircraft 

that have been lov-

ingly restored and 

maintained all in 

great flying condi-

tion. The diversifi-

cation was fantastic with such machines as Tiger Moths, 

Moth Minor, Avro Cadet, Cessna 195s, Winjeels, Wirra-

way, Bird Dogs, Stinsons, Waco, a military jet thingy 

plus a great Nanchang CJ6 and much more. 

 

Saturday night was the presentation dinner held at the 

Moama Bowlo which was very well attended. The 

awards fell into four categories; Antique, Classic, Con-

temporary and Warbird. There were some great ma-

chines present over the weekend and the judges must 

have had a very hard time working out which aircraft 

was worth more points than the other. Unfortunately I 
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Simon Bates celebrated his 50th birthday at a party at Rashay’s Restau-

rant in Campbelltown recently, along with about 30 SAC members and 

family guests. 

 

Congratulations Simon. You are now half way to the magic ton. 

 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  TO-O-O  YOU-U-U 

Simon Bates Reaches the Half Century 

missed who won what, although my mate Kim won the 

best Tiger Moth, Guy Burke won Grand Champion with 

his fantastic Waco and we won best Warbird. (The 

plaque went straight to the hangar for all to see, come 

and have a look.) 

 

Sunday another great breakfast, more flying, more 

friends, great weather and more war stories, but like all 

good things we had to put things on hold until we meet 

again so we headed home. 

 

We took a different route home via Tumut (YTMU) for 

some motion lotion where we met a lovely gentleman 

who drove us into town and back so we could fuel up 

ourselves and have a look around. (It’s fantastic the way 

people help you out in the country.) From Tumut back 

to Wedderburn via Goulburn (very busy with sport air-

craft training and crazy people jumping out of perfectly 

serviceable aeroplanes) so with feet back on terra firma, 

 

(the more firma the less terra) we unpacked the old girl 

and one of us cleaned off the kamikaze bugs and the oil. 

Over a cuppa we confirmed what a great weekend we 

had had and how much we are looking forward to next 

year’s AAAA fly-in and many other such events. 

 

Wedderburn was well represented with Ian and Don 

Harvie, Laura and Bruce Cunningham (who won the 

raffle-a Stearman flight), Clin Ashton Martin and Bar-

bara Pierce with the Avro Cadet, Maurie Evans, Mal 

McCaulay, Chris and John Gallagher. (Apologies if I 

have forgotten someone.) 

Hope to see you at the Antiquers Fly-In next year; we’ll 

be there with bells on. 

Clive & Diane Brookes 
 

Congratulations Diane and Clive, and thanks for send-

ing in the really good  story and the great pictures.  

Ed    

 

This is a GoPro – the world’s most versatile camera – wear it - mount it – love it    ( according to the ad). 

 

The Club will be holding an information night regarding GoPro’s with a few instructional videos and very little en-

tertainment .  However there will probably be a free colour booklet  so that alone makes it worthwhile. 

 

Dinner will be provided by The Cabin Crew at a nominal cost of $10, which is 

dearer than Maccas but superior nutritionally. 

 

So, if you’re keen on being on the leading edge of this awesome technology 

just contact Doug Stickland, your Committee Member for the Mundane and 

Banal, on 0400 737 911 or email me at  dougandpenny@bigpond.com 
 

Doug Stickland 

Go Pro Night.    Give it a go, Bro 

mailto:dougandpenny@bigpond.com


 

 

Fly-in/Splash-in to Lake Boga and Swan Hill 

As a young boy of 11, I stood on the shore of Lake Boga. The year was 

1944 and Lake Boga was a very active repair and modification base for 

seaplanes with aircraft coming and going all the time. 

 

Fasr forward to 17th May 2013 and here I am standing on the same spot 

watching Bill and Ben doing circuits in their Lake Buccaneer amphibi-

ans. 

 

Yes, I was part of the safari organised by Donna, and what a great week-

end we enjoyed, good weather, great company and the pleasure of a trip 

on the good old Murray River on the paddle steamer “Pyap” to top it off. 

 

The food was abundant (just too abundant). Steaks as large as your plate. 

 

Our hosts, the Lions Club, looked after us very well, and on behalf of 

myself and Junie, I would like to thank them, and also not forgetting 

Donna for putting all this together, an adventure to remember. 

 

Happy Flying 
 

Peter Hodgens 

What Peter Hodgens said: 

I would like to thank all the members who participated in 

our fly-in to Lake Boga/Swan Hill. 

 

We had a huge response with 32 members and 17 air-

craft. We had all the B&Bs booked out and the Lake Bo-

ga Hotel. 

 

Unfortunately the weather wasn't kind to us on Friday 

morning, with seven aircraft not able to join us. A great 

effort was made by Dave Thomas, Nash Pilling, Bob 

Priddle. Nothing was going to 

stop Bob and Marlene Priddle. 

On returning back to Wedder-

burn, decided they weren't going 

to miss out on the weekend, 

caught a domestic flight to Mel-

bourne and then hired a car to 

drive to Swan Hill. 

 

Thank you to Ami and Ella Gale 

who flew down on the Saturday 

to join us for the rest of the week-

end. My apolo-

gies to you both 

for the only peo-

ple staying at the 

hotel. I do hope 

it was OK. 

 

Big Thank you 

has been for-

warded to the 

Lions Club at 

Lake Boga for putting on lunch for us and really going 

out of their way to make us feel very special. 

 

Would like to let everyone know that 

if you are in Lake Boga the place to 

stay is Burrabliss. Tricia and Bruce 

Pollard went over and beyond to spoil 

us. Their contact details are (03) 5037 

2527, or  info@burrabliss.com.au 

 

Again, thank you to you all. You all 

made the weekend what it was. 

 

Donna 

What Donna Handley said: 

Below are the many stories about the fly-away weekend sent in by those who joined in the very memorable venture 

to Lake Boga and Swan Hill. The number of articles sent in is testament to the great time had by all. Thanks to all 

those who sent them in, and thanks to the organiser, Donna Handley.              Ed 
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Donna and Bill Handley 

Murray River cruise 

mailto:info@burrabliss.com.au


 

 

My experience on our Clubs Lake Boga fly away 

from Rob Greig. 

 

The wind was so bad on Thursday that I phoned Sam to 

see if he was still going, He said it is only wind! which is 

OK I guess if you've got 35 Kts on the nose when your 

doing 220 Kts in a Lancair IV. Anyway we departed Fri-

day at 9am and were the first to arrive at 10.55am and 

met by the local Police officer, Dave, who drove Sam, 

Kelly & Myself to the B&B that Donna Handley had 

booked & what a beautiful property surrounded by love-

ly gardens looking over Lake Boga. 

 

Dave then dropped us at the Lake Boga Pub where we 

had lunch with Ben & his wife Vicki (very nice couple) 

who had flown a Lake Buccaneer from QLD, when 

Richard Thompson, our designated bus driver arrived 

with 8 more SAC members & they kept arriving. 

 

A group of us walked along the lake down to the Muse-

um which houses a beautifully restored PBY Catalina as 

Lake Boga was a sea plane base during WW2. It was 

here we meet Bill & Donna after they landed on the lake 

& taxied up the boat ramp then parked on the side of the 

road with the cars, what a great way to go, as usual most 

people watching wanted a Lake Buccaneer!!. Richard 

arrived in our bus to ferry about 24 of us to our B&B 

where Donna had our rooms organized. Mystic Hotel for 

dinner on Fri was a hoot! What a beautiful little country 

Pub with wood fires blazing & the best food, I had a 

great night with lots of laughs. 

 

Sat morning I woke to a fridge full of food including 2 

big delicious Banana cakes, Donna had left no stone un-

turned, everything was organized perfectly. Down to the 

lake about 10am where the 2 Lakes aircraft were taking 

people for joy rides. I had a go too, what a great experi-

ence & yes I wanted one too. Bill told me he did 65 wa-

ter landings on Saturday. 

 

We had a lovely BBQ lunch & tour of the Museum cour-

tesy of the Lions Club, what lovely welcoming people. 

Then in the afternoon a flyby of the land based Aircraft 

& they all looked fantastic not below 500 feet naturally, 

with lots of 

spectators 

looking on. 

Then 3.30pm 

we departed 

to the Federal 

Hotel in Swan 

Hill where we 

had a few 

drinks before 

departing in 

the bus to 

What Robert Greig said: 
catch our 4.30pm Paddle Steamer ride up the Murray 

River with more drinks & lots of laughs. 

 

Back to the Federal Hotel around 6pm for more drinks 

& laughs before a lovely dinner in a private room that 

Donna had arranged including pre ordering our food, 

what a great organizer Donna is. 

 

Marlene Priddle celebrated her birthday with husband 

Robert & around 25 other SAC members including a 

giant birthday cake organized by!!!!.. You can guess 

who!  Anyway what a 

great night & I've nev-

er heard so much 

laughing on the bus on 

the way back to our 

B&B. Up Sunday 

morning for another 

great breakfast, picked 

up at 10am where we 

sang Happy Birthday 

to our president David 

(How old was that Dave??) & all departed around 11am 

from Swan Hill. 

 

1.6 hours for us back to YWBN at 9500 feet, that's over 

4 miles a minute/ 240 kts ground speed, what an aircraft 

& just beautiful to fly, although I have a hard time 

sometimes trying to stay ahead of it in the descent and 

landing phase. 

 

The 2 things that stood out most on my trip to Lake Bo-

ga were (1) If you want to get somewhere quick then 

buy a Lancair IV and (2) if you want to organize a great 

flyaway weekend then get Donna Handley to do it for 

you. 

 

All in all a great few days had by all & Thank you so 

much to Donna & Bill Handley for organizing this great 

event. 

 

Cheers Rob Greig 
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Sam’s Lancair IV 

Robert & Ami (temporarily) in gaol 

Marlene’s birthday cake 



 

 

Due to strong head winds and forecasted severe turbu-

lence on the Friday , I decided to pull the pin, as the 172 

would be a punish in those conditions, let alone the rhet-

oric from my wife Marlene, this was a difficult decision 

due to the fun time I knew we would be missing out on. 

 

Just as we were driving out the SAC gate,  WITH 

HEADS HUNG LOW, I suggested we jet it to Mel-

bourne and hire a car to meet up with the group at Lake 

Boga. 

 

This idea was received with enthusiasm from Marlene so 

We departed Wedderburn in our Diamond Katana at 

7.30am on Friday, a little unnerved as another aircraft 

had gone as far as Mittagong and turned back. The 

weather on NAIPS said moderate turbulence under 5000 

feet so we climbed through to 6000 as soon as we could. 

Surprisingly it was dead calm but we had only 72 knots 

ground speed with 100 knots on the clock. 

 

Passing Mittagong we flew over some fluffy cumulus 

which topped at about 6000. We climbed to 8000, still 

getting 70 knots ground speed. 

 

The cumulus became denser and we had just glimpses of 

the ground between clouds. Soon it was a solid mass, we 

were flying in pure calm air in a crystal clear blue sky 

above a carpet of white fluff, quite a beautiful sight. We 

weren't worried as we could see an escape path by turn-

ing around, with a thirty knot tailwind we'd soon be back 

at WBN before the clouds came across. 

 

We went past Crookwell on the GPS and saw a carpet of 

white as far ahead as the eye could see. We passed a few 

holes big enough to descend but we pressed on for five 

minutes until nerves got the best of us and we turned 

back to find the biggest hole. We could see that the 

cloud wasn't on the ground, so with power off and carb 

heat on, we plunged through the kilometre-long slot. 

Popping out the bottom, we found ourselves with about a 

thousand feet between us and the cloud-base but our path 

to Cootamundra blocked by a wall of grey right to the 

ground. Same situation with the nearest diversion, Mur-

rumburah. We weren't panicking because the way to 

Canberra was clear, but we were-

n't all that happy either. A diver-

sion to Canberra would pretty 

much terminate our expedition. 

 

We followed the Hume Hwy us-

ing IFR (I Follow Roads) past 

Yass and south to Bookham. I could see patches of sun-

light between the hills along the road from Jugiong to 

Coota. The clouds met the tops of the hills, not so reas-

suring. We flew left and right to make sure there was 

plenty of clear air in the valley past the hills, then flew 

through the keyhole between the hills. We were relieved 

to see the roofs of Cootamundra in the far distance, so 

scooted down the road, did a 500 feet circuit and a greas-

er of a landing on 16 to celebrate. 

 

No other WBN aircraft in sight, a little disconcerting. 

We fuelled in the freezing wind and were hanging up the 

pump when we heard the scream of a three-blade pusher 

prop somewhere to the south. Donna and Bill arrived 

soon after in their Lake Buccaneer, and we helped them 

pour a squillion dollars of fuel into their bottomless 

tanks. They had been through the same excitement as us. 

 

The clouds were on the hilltops all around so we took an 

early lunch at a local cafe. Fortified by multiple cheese 

melts and cappuccinos, we decided to see if we could get 

through to Swan Hill, the clouds had lifted a couple of 

hundred feet. Ten minutes after take-off we were clear of 

the hilly country and out across the western plains in 

bright sunlight. From there it was a delightful flight in 

reducing headwinds, clear skies and lots of amazing 

scenery. 

 

After two and a half hours we arrived at Swan Hill. Us 

landlubbers went to the main airport with the bitumen 

runway, while the waterbirds splashed down on Lake 

Boga, five miles south. 

 

A good weekend with never a dull moment, a few beers 

shared in some local pubs, some great steaks at the pub 

restaurants and a river cruise 

in a paddle-steamer. 

 

I'd do it all again tomorrow. 

 

Bill Leighton 

What Bill Leighton said: 

What Robert Priddle said: 
we drove to Sydney Airport, whilst our daughter was 

searching the internet for a cost effective fare. 

 

All good there so we arrived at Lake Boga just in time 

for our evening meal and were received enthusiastically 

by the SAC family. 

 

We both enjoyed the weekend 

camaraderie, and take this oppor-

tunity to thank Donna and Bill 

for their input and seaplane rides, 

which were a real sensation 

 

Cheers 
 

Bob and Marlene Priddle 
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Bill Leighton’s Diamond Katana 

Marlene 



 

 

22 SAC members and friends went to the well organised 

Splash-in/Fly-in trip to Lake Boga/Swan hill from Fri-

day to Sunday, 17th to 19th May. 

 

Those who joined in were Ami and Ella Gale, Robert 

Greig, Donna and Bill Handley, Peter Hodgens and June 

Nicholson, Bruce Keen (with daughter, Aria), Bill 

Leighton and Rakesh Basavaraju, Colleen and Errol Pil-

lemer, Marlene and Robert Priddle, Sam Randazzo and 

Kellie, David Rittie, Jacquie and Richard Thompson. 

There was also Vicki and Ben from the Seaplane Asso-

ciation. 

 

There were a few non-starters and turn-backs due main-

ly to the severe turbulence, strong headwinds and cloud 

cover, including Bruce and Laura Cunningham, Phil 

Lee, Bruce and Wendy Nash, Vic and Jay Laybutt, and 

Nash Pilling. Dave Thomas valiantly left on the Thurs-

day and got as far as Crookwell, but was forced to return 

home on Friday when confronted by low cloud and 40 

knot headwinds. 

 

To ensure they would be part of the party, Marlene and 

Robert Priddle flew to Melbourne by commercial jet and 

then drove all the way to Lake Boga in a rented car. Al-

so very keen to join in were Ella and Ami Gale, who 

flew out a bit later when the weather was calmer. 

What David Rittie said: 
The weekend’s entertainment included a visit to the 

Lake Boga Museum which contained a restored Catalina 

flying boat, endless joy flights in the two sea planes, a 

flypast by all the land planes for the locals, topped off 

by a trip on the Murray River in a paddle steamer. 

Our thanks go to the bus driver, Richard Thompson, 

who probably did more miles carting us all around the 

countryside than he did in VH-CAX. However, we are 

all most indebted to Donna Handley for organising the 

whole affair which ran like clockwork for the entire 

weekend. Surely this must rate as the “fly-away of the 

year”. Thanks Donna. 

 

David Rittie 

9.30am Friday 17th. The sky looked clear but the S W 

winds and 7/8ths cloud were waiting, as we departed 

Wedderburn for Swan Hill in Peter Hodgens’ Big Bird 

(Lancair 4). 

 

Initial climb to 5000 gave us a bumpy ride. Clearance 

via Wagga Wagga to 8000 was requested and received, 

which saw an immediate improvement in comfort, but 

25 - 30kts on the nose cut cruise speed to around 179kts. 

After approx. 30 min Peter requested a height change to 

9000 which, when reached, saw a reduction in wind 

speed to approx 15kts (cruise now 190+ Kts). 

 

We reached Wagga and 

turned for Swan Hill. Our 

speed gradually increased 

the further west we went 

(up to 200+ Kts) with a 

thinning of cloud to say 

5/8ths.We could now see 

what we were flying over 

which made an enjoyable 

break from clouds. 

 

Discussion on where others were ensued as we moni-

tored area frequency, but nothing of our group was 

heard till on approach into Swan Hill, when a transmis-

sion from a Lake Buccaneer came through. We landed 

and taxied in (Swan Hill), total time 2Hrs 7min. 10min 

after landing the dulcet tones of an Aero Commander 

(R. Thompson) could be heard in circuit, followed about 

20min later by Jabiru noises (D. Rittie). We ventured 

into the flying club premises to a warm greeting, Coffee, 

Tea, Biscuits and Waaarmth. 

 

A commuter bus arrived and R.T was “Given the 

Keys” (stunned silence for several min). Not to worry. 

He did a great job, and most of the vehicle was there 

when he gave it back. 

 

The weekend that followed was all doing/eating, more 

eating, excessive eating, sightsee-

ing, occasional sleeping and guess 

what - eating again. (Peter will 

attest to a steak from a dinosaur). 

 

Special thanks to Donna Handley 

(well organised). 

 

Regards 

Bruce Keen 

What Bruce Keen said: 
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Peter Hodgens’  Big Bird  Lancair 4 

Catalina in 

the Lake Boga 

Museum 



 

 

Hi to all members. 
 

WORK DAY 4th May 2013 

Wow - what a day!! 85 eager beavers - 

chain sawing, mowing, whipper snip-

ping, burning, carting wood etc etc. 

Congratulations to all those involved 

on achieving the many tasks allotted. 

The airstrip and surrounds looks fan-

tastic with all the timber burnt and 

rough grass on the western side of the 

grass runway all slashed and looking 

very tidy. Thanks to David Faulkner 

for mowing the grass area at the south-

ern end of the runway, well done David! 
 

To the Cabin Crew - Donna and all the ladies who will-

ingly gave their time to provide a veritable feast for all 

the workers -- I have it on good authority that the menu 

for the next work day will have a distinctly Italian fla-

vour and aiming for 100!! 
 

TURF LAYING - 11/5/13 

A great team turned up to carry out this important task 

under the guidance of Glenn Buttsworth (and Doug 

Shaw) and Richard Thompson. Simon Bates spread 11 

bags of fertiliser with his trusty shovel, and the rolls of 

turf were laid very efficiently by the gang of willing 

workers. Bob Hazell and Bruce Cunningham spent Sat-

urday, Sunday and Monday carting water in the fire 

trailer and did yeoman service in supplying the neces-

sary moisture to get the turf established. Tim Causer 

and his mate Phil obtained fittings and hoses and set up 

watering systems where possible to enable watering to 

continue with minimum effort. Also my thanks for 

their efforts in repairing the battery leads on the Triton 

Ute, as usual Tim had the correct fitting in his hangar!! 
 

SKY FUEL 

I wish to draw all members attention to the excellent 

service provided to us by all employees of this firm, 

thank you to Rob, Clive, Syd, Tony and all other driv-

ers for their prompt attention to our orders. Recently 

they have repaired the leaking roof above the bowser 

and Syd Bower has also taken our slops drum away, 

replaced with an empty one, greased the hose reel and 

door hinges, swept out and cleaned up the bund under 

the avgas tank, sprayed for weeds around and raked all 

the gravel area - thank you Syd. 
 

VISITORS 

We have recently had Rod and Andrea O'Garey 

(MURPHY REBEL) visiting us at the airfield. It really 

was great to have them as they visited relations in the 

area. They are based in Bundaberg and have been 

Roo’s News 
 

 

FLY THE FRIENDLY SKIES - EXPERIENCE THE JOYS OF WEDDERBURN 
 

A few words from Dawn and Rouen Andrews 

working on stations in Queensland 

and the Northern Territory. Rod is 

Tasmanian and Andrea from Croatia 

originally. They have been working 

outback stations including Curtin 

Springs. (Tourism and station work). 

Andrea does the maintenance on the 

plane so COME ON GIRLS!! next 

time the oil needs changing its your 

job!! They flew off from here intend-

ing to visit Rick Harper at Farcombe 

Hall near Old Bar. They made it as far 

as Maitland but weather forced them 

down. Had a lovely time with Rick 

and Wendy Harper. 
 

MRS JACQUIE THOMPSON 

At the time of writing our Jacquie will be in South Africa 

competing in the Comrades Endurance 12 hour Marathon, 

87 kms, uphill this year from Durban to Pietermaritzburg. 

Congratulations Jacquie and our best wishes for your suc-

cess, whatever your goals may be. I believe Richard is to 

compete next year - running down hill!!! We are awaiting 

results by carrier pigeon. 
 

OILS AIN'T OILS 

The following oils are now available from the Caretaker 

and can be charged to your fuel account. 

AEROSHELL  100 - straight mineral oil ( for use in 

breaking in new or reconditioned engines) 

AEROSHELL W  100 - ashless dispersant oil 

AEROSHELL W 100 PLUS - ashless dispersant oil with 

anti corrosion additive 

AEROSHELL W 15W 50 - multi grade oil 

AEROSHELL OIL Sport plus 4 aviation oil (for light 

sport 4 stroke engines i.e. Rotax aircraft engines) 
 

If you are unsure of the correct oil for your engine I have a 

manual available from Shell giving all necessary infor-

mation. 
 

RAINFALL 

April 97 mm          May 22nd to 28th     80 mm 
 

As we conclude this contribution we wish to extend to 

Bruce and Laura Cunningham our prayers and sincere 

wishes for a successful outcome with his current treatment 

regime. 
 

Our sincere thanks as always to all members for their 

kindness, generosity and friendship and for making SAC a 

little paradise. 
 

Dawn and Rouen Andrews  

Phone: 0425 380 964 
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Wings Over Illawarra   .   .   .   The Story in Pictures 

As far as we are aware, the following SAC members attended 2013 Wings Over Illawarra: Sy Allsep, Phil Ayrton, 

Dave Berry and Wendi Leigh, Peter Bowman, Robert Greig, Donna and Bill Handley, Kevin Haydon, Peter 

Hodgens, Colleen and Bruce Keen, Karen and Steve Lalor, Phil Lee, Derek Nash, Peter Needs, Martin Ongley, Nash 

Pilling, David Rittie, Tara and Bernie Stevermuer and family, Richard Thompson, Tim Walmsley, Gary Weeks. 
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Gary Weeks’ new Lancair Legacy The Stevermuer’s 

impressive Seawind 

Tim Walmsley and his Jabiru Karen and Steve Lalor with 

their Liberty 
Robert Greig and his ‘Silver Cessna’ 

Canberra Bomber Three Neptunes 

Sy Allsep’s Beaver was part of the flying display 

The HARS Caribou 

The HARS Catalina 
RAAF Roulettes RAAF Hawk Lead-in Fighter 



 

 

* * Aircraft  and  Hangars  For  Sale * * 
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Glasair 2SH FT 
 

1100 TT, 150 kts cruise, O320 E2D 150 HP 
 

Hendrickson cruise prop & new spare metal Sensenich prop.  
 

Full TSO’d IFR panel incls Garmin 300xl GPS/Com. and SL30 

Nav/Com, pitot heat etc. New battery, spare alt & starter. 
  

Always hangared & LAME maintained.  
 

$80,000 
 

Ph 0405 354 452 

Work continues at the Rylstone Aerodrome Airpark with ongoing im-

provements to the runway including fertilizer and topsoil applica-

tions. The engineering design work for the taxiways and drainage is 

well advanced and survey work is nearing completion. Earthwork for 

the roads and taxiways is due to commence as soon as the engi-

neering design work is completed and Council has signed off on it. 

 

One of the most exciting initiatives we are working on is developing the project as an ecologically sustaina-

ble solar powered community.  This cost saving and innovative concept includes the use of stand alone, off 

grid solar energy. Additionally, alternative “non Council” means of dealing with other services such as sewage, 

water and garbage removal, have been developed. These initia-

tives are far cheaper than the typically expensive Council ser-

vices, all services that Councils are providing at increasing costs. 

 

As a result, Council rates for all the freehold lots will be nominal 

in cost. Feedback from those enquiring about the development at 

the Airpark are extremely positive and find the high efficiency, 

low cost concept, very attractive. 

Rylstone Aerodrome Airpark  General Update 

 For further information about Rylstone Aerodrome Airpark or just to connect with a passionate 
aviation enthusiast, feel free to contact Rob. 
 

Email:   rob@rylstone.com.au      Mobile: 0411 816 300      Web:    www.rylstoneaerodrome.com.au 

Rylstone Airfield Clubhouse  

DRIFTER  ULTRALITE 

WIRE BRACED. 503 ENGINE 325 HOURS. BROLGA 3 BLADE 

PROP IN GOOD CONDITION. REGO TILL JANUARY 2014. YEL-

LOW/GREEN SICANITE ALERONS AND TAILPLANE. DUAL 

CONTROLS. LONG RANGE TANK. TYRES AND SKINS IN GOOD 

CONDITION. ALWAYS HANGERED. TWO LEATHER HEADSETS 

WITH RADIO. TWO SETS GOGGLES. HAND HELD GPS. SCREW 

DOWN KIT. ALWAYS LOOKED AFTER BY LAME 2. THIS 

DRIFTER IS IN TOP CONDITION AND FLYS LIKE A DREAM. 

ASKING PRICE     $17,500.00 

PHONE (02) 6553 6325,  0402 422 582 

mailto:rob@rylstone.com.au
http://rylstoneaerodrome.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd4ff6896852f1f8661bfda1e&id=f1fb221433&e=6cf4161d7b
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For Sale  -  Randall Krebs’ Zenith Tri Z  

The late Randall Krebs’ 4 seater Zenith Tri Z, VH-DJE 

is for sale. 
 

TT 591, Engine 522 TR, Prop 1966 TR. Fresh 100hrly as at 

15/3 2012. 2 x Com, ADF, intercom. 
 

This aircraft is being advertised in the Aviation Trader for 

$35,000  HOWEVER, 
 

the NEWLY REDUCED PRICE is  $25,000 to an 

SAC member. For further information or test flight contact: 
 

Matthew Gray at  weemelah@optusnet.com.au  or on 

0411 505 521 

Classic 1955 Cessna 180. VH-YMH. 4700 hrs TT. Im-

maculate condition. 3 bladed prop. New interior including 

panel. Recent new paint. Glider tow-hook. Due for engine 

Overhaul. $108,000. 

 

Cessna 185, 1961. VH-FFC. 6000 hrs TT. 

300hp Engine, Eng O’haul due at 7025 hrs, 

88” Seaplane prop. Parachute door. Glider 

tow-hook. Interior/Exterior excellent. 

$145,000 

 

For more detailed specifications and more 

photos, please contact Nick via e-mail at: 

 nickhunt.1@bigpond.com.au  

or by mobile  phone  0427 279 798 

Nick Hunt is seeking expressions of interest from any 

club member for the purchase of his two Cessna air-

craft. He will sell them separately, but if a member is 

interested in taking them both, a more favourable agree-

ment could be reached. 

Nick Hunt’s two  CESSNA  AIRCRAFT  are  FOR  SALE 

This almost new Whisper Motorglider, registered experimental 

ZIP with the Gliding Federation of Australia, is the first flying 

aircraft of its type in Australia. Factory built, its features include: 

120hp 6 cylinder 3300 Jabiru engine, Dynon D180 EFIS engine 

monitoring system, Flightcom 403 MC intercom, Icom A210 ra-

dio, LX16 electronic LCD variometer, Garmin 296 GPS, Garmin 

GTX 327 transponder, dual battery and wiring system, Airmaster 

AP 332 feathering inflight adjustable propeller and leather seats. 
 

Wingspan 16m, Fuel capacity 85L, Glide Ratio 1:28 at 105km/h, 

25 hours engine time and total hours. 
 

Asking price: $99,000  (negotiable). 
 

Contact: Stan Nightingale on 0415 911 373 

Stan Nightingale’s new Whisper Motor Glider is for sale 

 Hangar  Spaces  Available 
 

The  following  members  have  hangar  space  available  

Hangar Number Owner Contact details Number of spaces 

M9 Glenn Buttsworth 0412 165 417,  4576 5417 2 

O4 and K2-L2 Allan Aaron 0412 404 787 1 

Z3 David Kent (02) 8005 2652 1 

mailto:weemelah@optusnet.com.au
mailto:nickhunt.1@bigpond.com.au
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Wedderburn “Fly Neighbourly” Policy 
 Follow the tracks marked in red as closely as possible. 

 Avoid the areas marked in yellow. 
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