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Area Frequency  124.55 MHz 
Position   34° 11.2’ S 150° 48.3’ E 
 
We are located approximately 15 Km South of 
Campbelltown. Head South on APPIN ROAD, 
Left at WOODLAND ROAD, Right at KARRA-
BUL ROAD, Continue onto WEDDERBURN 
ROAD, (Through the Georges River gorge) 
Right at MINERVA ROAD, Continue onto 
LYSAGHT ROAD, and then as far as the air-
field gate 
 
Postal address  
PO Box 450 CAMPBELLTOWN    NSW 2560 
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sions for length, clarity and to prevent libel. 
The opinions expressed herein are not neces-
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Cover photo 
Ray Feneley’s beautiful Jodel, near Appin.  
Photo: Pablo Depetris 

Upcoming Flying and Social Events  
 
SAC Social Workday,  
Saturday, 27th August. Wedderburn airstrip. 
Sign in by 9am. Free lunch for members.  
Contact: Jason Camilleri. 0404 032 027 
 
Gathering of Eagles - Watts Bridge 
27 – 28 Aug 2016. Watts Bridge Memorial Airfield 
801 Cressbrook Caboonbah Rd, Cressbrook QLD 
www.wattsbridge.com.au 
 
SAC General Meeting 
Sunday, 11

th
 September, 2pm in the Clubhouse 

Contact: Jock Anderson. 0425 380 966 
 
Oz-Kosh Aviation Spectacular 
Thursday 6

th
 to Sunday 9

th
 October. Narromine, NSW. 

Ausfly on steroids. Australia’s premier sport aviation gathering. 
www.saaa.com. 
 
Rylstone’s “Wedderburn Christmas Gathering” 
Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th November.  
Weekend fly-away to Rylstone with a Saturday “yum cha” lunch in town at a 
legendary local restaurant which often attracts various media luminaries from 
Sydney (and our bikie butcher!). Those who want to stay the night can do so. 
Contact Peter Lightbown on 0415 740 511 by 5th

 
November. 

Editor’s letter 

D ear reader: welcome to the August-

September issue of your Newslet-

ter. 

Over the last few weeks we have seen 

extreme weather events, including a se-

ries of powerful East Coast Lows, bring-

ing in lots of rain and strong winds. 

Nonetheless, some of us managed to 

get a bit of flying done on the few clear 

winter days in between. 

On this copy, apart from the usual committee business, Phil Ward shares 

(in his own words) his story about how an ordinary flight unexpectedly 

turned into an adventure that involved our wonderful community here at 

YWBN. Peter Lightbown remembers departed friends and David Rittie vis-

its the Menangle Military Muster. Also, Brett Pillemer introduces our new 

website and Jason Camilleri covers the goings-on at the last workday. 

Also, the mailing list for this newsletter is in the process of being updated, 

so if you have any address changes please let me know. 

Finally, a BIG THANK YOU to Susana for sticking 

with me again, helping with the newsletter layout. 

Love you darling! 

I hope you all enjoy the reading. 

Pablo Depetris 

PS: As this goes to print, we’ve just heard the sad 

news of Nash Pilling’s passing. Nash was a presi-

dent of our club. He was a true gentleman and will 

be sorely missed at the club. Rest in peace friend. 
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H i everyone. 

So, here I am, back again as 
SAC President, and just when I thought 
that I would start to enjoy a quiet retire-
ment from the committee. How did this 
happen? 

You will have been notified by news-
flashes that our President, Bret 
Cavanagh, and also our Treasurer, Di-
ane Brookes, regrettably resigned from 
office at the June General Meeting. They 
both resigned for a variety of reasons 
including time constraints, but mainly 
due to disagreements and disharmony 
within the committee. Let me say that 
losing the services of two of our valued 
club executives at this time, and espe-
cially under these circumstances, was 
about the saddest day of my SAC expe-
rience. 

Bret Cavanagh has served on the com-
mittee for over ten consecutive years, 
one of which was as Club Secretary, and 
for over two years as our Club President. 
He has contributed some very clear 
thinking and guidance to the committee 
in each of the roles he has filled. We are 
indeed thankful for his long service to 
the club, ten years being well beyond 
most other committee members’ tenure. 

Diane Brookes has been our Club 
Treasurer for over three years, serving 
us all in a role which is very demanding, 

and a job she performed magnificently. 
Diane has also involved herself in many 
other club functions, taking major roles 
in organising Christmas parties, special 
birthday celebrations, children’s parties 
and the workday lunches. 

After Bret and Diane resigned the re-
maining members of the committee 
asked me to re-join the committee and 
take over temporarily as president. I felt I 
could do so for the short term, and 
agreed. Ray Feneley offered to step into 
the treasurer’s position, which was wel-
comed by all. For those who are una-
ware, Ray joined the committee in the 
year 2000 and continued there for seven 
years, six of which was as our Club 
Treasurer. He brings a wealth of experi-
ence with him to the job. 

Don Harvie also regrettably resigned 
during the first regular committee meet-
ing after the June General Meeting. Don 
has been on the committee for over sev-
en terms, serving as our Club Webmas-
ter and our New Member Coordinator for 
most of that time. Losing Don, for me, 
was another painful blow. The good 
work that he did in the roles that he filled 
will be difficult for others to duplicate. 

Our sincere thanks go to Diane, Bret and 
Don for the work they have done so well 
for the benefit of the club during the re-
cent years that they served us. We hope 
they continue to enjoy our club facilities 
in their retirement from committee du-

ties. 

On a personal note, allow me to thank 
those members who have supported me 
so strongly in recent weeks, and who 
have given me the encouragement to 
return to the president’s role. Let us all 
hope that this is a new beginning and a 
time of club stability. 

Threat of legal action 

There was recently another matter which 
threatened to disrupt the normal rhythm 
of the club. One of our members felt de-
famed due to some words which ap-
peared in the last Newsletter, and threat-
ened legal action. Fortunately, cool 
heads, some negotiating, some to-ing 
and fro-ing and with an appropriate pub-
lic statement being widely publicised, the 
matter thankfully seems to be resolved, 
thus avoiding what may have cost the 
club a great deal of money and consider-
able internal acrimony. 

It seems that, metaphorically speaking, 
the unhappy clouds are lifting and there 
may be some blue skies ahead. 

Moving Forward 

The present committee has a nice blend 
of youthful energy and cooler experi-
enced heads, with each member being a 
pleasure (even fun?) to work with, and 
who will be of value as we work together 
during the remainder of this committee’s 
term of office. 

Words from the President 
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Looking ahead, there are a few points to 
note. 

 The fresh young new Newsletter Edi-
tor, Pablo Depetris, has not only 
relieved me of one of my previous 
tasks but has quite markedly im-
proved this publication. 

 Peter Lightbown has taken on the 
role of ‘New Member Co-ordinator’, 
and has begun planning the fly-away 
to Rylstone on 19 th &; 20 th Novem-
ber and the two Christmas parties 
(tentatively set for children on 27 th 
November and adults on 10 th De-
cember). Watch out for details of 
these in Newsflashes and in the next 
Newsletter. 

 Jason Camilleri is continuing as our 
‘Workday Co-ordinator’. 

 Errol Pillemer has taken on the roles 
of ‘Fire Chief’ and ‘Hangar compli-
ance’. 

 Phil Ayrton continues to keep an 
eye on the development of the air-
field, its facilities and hangar plans. 

 Jock Anderson continues as Secre-
tary, and as mentioned above 

 Ray Feneley recommences duty as 
Treasurer (after a ten year break). 

 Brett Pillemer (Errol’s son) is re-
creating our website, which is more 
‘hands-on’ by you, the members, and 
also the committee. 

 Your committee has begun work on a 
renewed Five Year Plan, which we 
hope to unveil soon at an upcoming 
General Meeting. 

 We are resuming the regular Thurs-
day communication with members 
using the Newsflashes. 

Club History 

As most of the original or older members 
are winding back their visits to the air-
field and their flying activities, it seems 
to be high time that some more history 
should be recorded before the memories 
are all lost. To that end, when I retired 
(oh so temporarily) from the committee 
in March this year, and due to the loss of 
Ron Lalor, Margaret Adams passed to 
me the job of Club Historian. I have 
started the process of scanning the 
many past Newsletters and other im-
portant documents that she gave me, 
and am saving them digitally so that 
they can be preserved in a modern for-
mat. They may even ultimately be held 
on our website. 

Our highly treasured foundation mem-
ber, Arthur Napper, (after whom our 
airfield is named) is still around, at age 
96! After hearing that historical records 
were being gathered, Arthur sent me 
some photos, a video tape, and an au-
dio tape which records his recollections 
about the very beginnings of the airfield 
and the club. The text of this audio tape 
will be documented and recorded in digi-

tal format. The video tape he sent me is 
the original recording of the very first 
days of the airfield when it was being 
carved out of the wilderness, and also of 
the transportation of the clubhouse, in 
pieces, from Bankstown to its present 
location. There are some secondary 
copies of this tape floating around, but 
having the original tape is priceless. Ulti-
mately, as time permits, copies of all 
these precious records will become 
available to all members who may find 
them interesting. Thank you so much, 
Arthur, for lending this valuable material 
to us. 

 

Trees - a reminder 

As mentioned in quite a few previous 
Newsletters, we must not cut down any 
trees without prior approval from the 
owners of the land. If you want to cut 
down a tree please contact a committee 
member, and we can try to get the ap-
proval for you. This system has worked 
well in the past. We applied for permis-
sion to remove some trees that were 
within 45 metres of the runway centre-
line, for safety reasons, and we got per-
mission from the owners a short time 
later. 

 

Until next time: Please fly safely! 

 

David Rittie 
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EAT YOUR HEART OUT OSHKOSH ! 

H ere at Wedderburn we have our 

own Wing walkers.  Kevin Haydon and 

Gary Burns removed the hatches from 

Gary’s Lancair IV and took off from 

Wedderburn for the Central Highlands.  

There they set the autopilot and togeth-

er stood up and stepped out onto the 

wings, wearing rubber socks, gradually 

moving away from the cockpit.  Here we 

see them 300 feet above Cowra airport.  

And no parachutes! 

Gary tells me that he usually does this 

by himself but today he took Kevin for a 

spin. Who needs Oshkosh!? 

“Old” Members 

David Rittie has graciously stepped into 

his old role as President at short notice 

due to the resignation of Bret Cavanagh 

and we thank him for that.  Also Ray 

Feneley has also resumed his old role 

as Treasurer due to the announcement 

of Diane Brookes’ resignation and our 

thanks go to Ray for that.  Ray is pres-

ently in England and Diane has gener-

ously agreed to hold the fort until Ray 

returns in about three weeks.  

Taxiways 

There has been much discussion at 

committee level about the taxiway ac-

cess from the eastern road to the field.  

Many vehicles, even heavy vehicles 

have been accessing the airfield by turn-

ing off the main road onto the first taxi-

way (TZ). Some of these vehicles have 

been driven at excessive speed and 

dangerously close to aircraft in the taxi-

way, sometimes even when engines are 

running.  Signs will be erected request-

ing vehicular traffic not to turn off into 

these taxiways but to continue up the 

main road to the main gate near the 

caretaker’s cottage. Whether or not ac-

cess is available from the road directly 

to the taxiways is dependent on numer-

ous factors, such as safety, conditions 

of our lease, and the fall of the road to 

the taxiway, and the preservation of 

trees, for example. It is planned to seal 

the main road in due course at least up 

to the main gate to encourage drivers 

not to use the taxiways between the 

hangars.  Until this is done please use 

the main road to the main gate to enter 

the airfield. 

Trees    

Whilst on the subject of trees – can I 

remind everyone yet again that no tree 

is to be cut down without express com-

mittee approval unless you can put the 

fingers (thumb together and middle fin-

gers together) around it using your two 

hands.  This is a really important rule.  

The chain saw is not to be used without 

approval and then only by endorsed 

members.   

Hangar Licence Agreements   

These might be available soon.  Some 

members who 

store material 

that contra-

venes our 

Head Lease 

should consid-

er bringing 

their hangar 

into compli-

ance now, as 

the new HLA 

may not be 

available in 

those circumstances. I will endeavour to 

obtain a copy of the proposed new lease 

and have it posted on the web site in the 

next few weeks 

Committee Action Plan 

Jason Camilleri suggested that the com-

mittee establish an Action Plan, which 

will allocate various tasks to individual 

committee members.  This will allow 

better organisation within the committee 

as nobody will have an excuse not to 

carry out their allocated tasks.  

David Rittie separately suggested a 

Committee Members portfolio so that 

each committee member knows where 

their responsibilities lie.  Needless to 

say I have responsibility for secretarial 

matters!  The committee thinks these 

are very good ideas.   

Flying on Work Days 

The present Bylaw remains in place.  It 

was decided to approve the purchase of 

a hand held two way radio for use of the 

work day coordinator   This will be 

marked “Club property” and placed on 

the Asset Register. If you must fly on a 

work day then you need to speak to the 

work day coordinator for approval.  This 

is a requirement of our insurer. 

Cross Runway 

On hold temporarily whilst Phil Ayrton is 

in Oshkosh but do not expect the result 

to be delayed. 

Heater in the clubhouse 

As a result of a concern raised by Phil 

Ayrton, Nick Vass with Peter Lightbown 

have fitted heat resistant cladding to the 

wall behind the wood heater in the club-

house as fire protection. 

 

From the Secretary’s Desk 

Photo: Peter Hodgens rear mounted camera. 
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 Fuel Bowser 

Members are reminded that the provision of fuel is depend-

ent on an Honour System. The reading on the main fuel bow-

ser must be recorded before and after taking fuel and the 

difference recorded in the book.  If members do not record 

fuel taken so that they can be invoiced, the system will not 

work.  Please take care not to ascribe fuel taken to the previ-

ous user or the honour system will have to be abandoned to 

everyone’s inconvenience. 

My Cartoon 

The editor very rudely cut my cartoon from the previous is-

sue. Please complain bitterly if you do not see a cartoon to 

the right of this text. 

New Members 

Barry Zimroz from Chipping Norton has been admitted as a 

Social Member.  Barry has been attached to the Oaks but is 

thinking of purchasing his own aircraft.  Please make him 

welcome if you see him around the field. 

Until next time please,  

Fly Safe!  

 

 

  

Jock Anderson 

31st July 2016 

Bruce Cunningham anniversary 
 

T he 27th July was the anniversary of the death of Bruce Cunningham, a dear friend 
and a great aviation mentor. To commemorate the event I conducted a missed 

approach on 35 - a mini version of the fly past that occurred at the time of Bruce's last 
hangar party. Bruce’s death happened shortly after the tragic accident that took the life 
of Colleen Keen and seriously injured Rachel Lumb, so let us remember them also at 
this time. 

Peter Lightbown 
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W hat a beautiful day it turned out to 
be. I thought we were all going to be 
blown away by the winds we have been 
experiencing lately, but the forecast 
showed light winds, it was just bloody 
freezing!! 

The 2nd attempt at work day coordinator 
felt just as, if not more, pleasing than the 
first one. Yes, the numbers were down 
from the last workday, but spirits were 
high (so to the drinking ones also, only 
kidding......), and it was great to see some 
different faces at the work day to come 
and give it a go. I mean, after all, the only 
people who benefit from these work days 
are the club members themselves. It's a 
social working day, where you see other 
parts of the airport that you probably 
would never pay attention to. It's great 
having a chat in the back of your hangar, 
but when you venture outside, you can 
really appreciate the great place we have, 
and have a chance to mix with some top 
people, learn new practical skills that you 
may never have thought you had, and of 
course have a fantastic FREE lunch by 
the Lalors. Anyone who did not go 

missed out on Karen's surprise!! 

We did things a little different this time. 
Each group was briefed before heading 
out to work. This gave the teams a 

chance to introduce themselves to one 
another, have a chat, and then have a 
plan of attack ready for the task ahead. 
When you know who is on your team, you 
look out for each other, communicate 
more and the day is more enjoyable.  

I'd like to publish a small article each 
newsletter about what was achieved at 
the work day. I want all of our members to 
keep up to date with what work was com-
pleted. 

As far as work goes, what a fabulous job 
everybody did! That huge pile of logs at 
the northern end of the strip is diminishing 
into many smaller piles which were burnt. 
Thanks to the team who looked after that! 

All the fallen branches were removed 
from the back of Row E, and even the 
raking of the leaves had begun. This area 
is looking great now, and as time goes 
on, we can keep plodding along in that 
area to have it nice and clean. Thank you 
team for that! 

The final team started the nasty job of 
cleaning between the hangars, removing 
rubbish and any items that should not be 
there. We have to keep in mind that any-
one can walk between our hangars and 
we don't want any surprises lurking in 
there. Not to mention that the Fire Bri-
gade will need quick access in case of an 

emergency! Keeping material away from 
the side of your hangar also reduces the 
fire hazard posed upon your hangar, and 
the other hangars close by. The team 
here got off to a great start in tackling this 
task, and you are reminded to please 
remove any material that you have stored 
there, and then continue to keep it clean. 
This job will be ongoing each work day. 
Well done team on this! 

Also thanks go to Geoff May for some 
wiring in the bunk house and Pablo De-
petris for giving us light inside and out-
side the solar battery container! Jay Lay-
butt and Leigh Cunneen for their work 

on the ride-on mowers. Thanks gents. 

It seems as though the pump walked 
away on the main southern Dam, and we 
lost the contents of the water tank. 
Thanks to Vic Laybutt for doing some 

emergency plumbing to fix it! 

Lastly, thank you to the Lalors and help-

ers for an outstanding lunch and desert!! 

 

Till the next one! 

--  

Cheers, Jason Camilleri. 

Work day held on Sunday 26th June 2016.  
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Wedderburn Airstrip Website Update 

 
The Wedderburn Airstrip website http://wedderburnairstrip.com.au has gone through a few changes. If you have 
not signed up to the site please do so. You can do this by emailing webmaster@wedderburnairstrip.com.au or by 
clicking the Log In on the website.  
 

Please use your FULL NAME (Name and SURNAME) as your username to help prevent spam and to keep the uni-
formity of the website. 
 

Once you have signed up membership access for the website will be granted. This is a manual process which usu-
ally takes up to 24hrs.  

Once logged in you can update your account. It would be great if you edit your profile and add a small profile picture. If you ever forget 
your password you can reset it through the log in process. 

The Members Section will give you access to other Members through the Email Members. 
Your Listings which will appear on the Buy and Sell page. Please manage Your Listings, if they have not been updated for 2 months they 
will stop appearing on the Buy and Sell page. 

If you have not done so please make sure that you sign up to the website as it will be helping with admin and all NEWSFLASHES in the 
foreseeable future will be sent only to those who have subscribed to the website. 

Brett Pillemer 

As soon as our new lease is signed with 
the Lands Department the committee 
wants to begin issuing new Hangar Li-
cence Agreements. As certain clauses 
in the Land lease could alter the final 
HLA the committee have held back on 
releasing any copies or drafts to any 
Hangar Owners.  Those purchasing a 
hangar have been left in limbo with 
“Interim or Temporary HLAs” which is 
not a satisfactory situation and will be 
resolved when we get the new lease. 

I hope to have a “draft” version of the 
new HLA available soon and will put it 
on the Club’s Web Page once I have it. 
The document has been prepared and 
scrutinised by Lawyers and some of our 
esteemed colleagues, a big thank you to 
Peter Scott and Bret Cavanagh for all 
the time and effort they have put in, the 

only changes will be governed by our 
final lease.  

All hangar owners will be required to 
sign the same document, without altera-
tions or additions. As the Three Musket-
eers said “One for all and all for one”. 

Phil Ayrton and Lloyd Shepherd have 
written numerous newsletter articles on 
what we need to do to comply with the 
HLA.  

If you do not have some of the details 
readily available, e.g. Construction Cer-
tificates etc. I will do all I can to assist 
you in getting the required information 
and ensuring you get a new HLA.  

Regards 

Errol Pillemer 

Hangar Licence Agreements 
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Need some exotic plants?  You can choose from a wide selection near the airfield, just 

around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLAND’S  Nursery  and  Landscaping 

Phone 4634 1234 or 0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

H ow land is used in New South 
Wales, and in Australia in general is 
planned and controlled with Zoning.  
Where you live will probably be a Resi-
dential Zone, R2 for example is low 
density, often found in suburban areas 
and there is also medium density and 
high density zone areas which are 
more likely to be found around 
transport hubs and in inner city areas.  
Likewise in rural areas there are rural 
zones for some areas, in particular for 
productive farming areas and for more 
sensitive areas there are Environmental 
Zones. 

The land on which we have developed 
our lovely facility is bound on the east 
by what is now Dharawal National Park, 
and on the west and south by land 
managed by the Tharawal Land Coun-
cil.  The zoning of our land is E3 Envi-
ronmental Management, and this zon-
ing of land imposes some responsibili-
ties on the landholder, regardless of 
whether they are an owner or a lessee, 
as we are. 

If you look at the Wollondilly Local Envi-
ronment Plan 2011, which can be found 
on their website, you can find infor-
mation about the requirements for all 
the relevant zonings in their jurisdiction.  
This is part of what is provided for our 
zone: 

Zone E3   Environmental Manage-

ment 

1   Objectives of zone 

•  To protect, manage and restore are-

as with special ecological, scientific, 
cultural or aesthetic values. 

•  To provide for a limited range of de-
velopment that does not have an ad-
verse effect on those values. 

•  To maintain existing significant 
stands of native vegetation and wildlife 
corridors. 

•  To ensure land degradation and soil 
disturbance are minimised. 

It is in light of these objectives that the 
Lands Department and Wollondilly 
Shire Council have to make an assess-
ment of any applications submitted for 
development approval.  You will notice 
the objective of maintaining wildlife cor-
ridors, and we have been able to pro-
vide and maintain some of these.  In 
particular there is a clause in our origi-
nal head lease requiring us to maintain 
a 15 metre wide band of trees along the 
western side of the road through our 
lease.  In recent times this corridor has 
become diminished, we built the large 
water tank next to the southern gate, 
added an access road and at the north-
ern end the width has become further 
reduced as we try to squeeze in even 
more hangar sites, and the taxiway ac-
cesses also further reduces the corridor 
effectiveness. 

We have been able to maintain the 
stand of trees between hangar rows D 
and E, and this helps to show our con-
cern for managing the land within the 
requirements of the E3 Zone, it is also 
a part of what makes our facility so spe-
cial, and so different from most other 
airfield facilities you are likely to visit.  

The trees around, along and through 
our land, the shrubs and grassed areas 
all provide a very unique airfield envi-
ronment, unlike most others.  We need 
to be mindful of what we have, and how 
we can best protect it as well as using it 
as a tool to demonstrate that we under-
stand the importance of these objec-
tives.   

If the approving authorities know that 
we understand and acknowledge the 
implications of the zone of our land it 
will certainly stand us in good stead as 
responsible custodians of the land we 
hold, and will hopefully show those 
around us that we will also be worthy 
owners of the land. 

 

Phil Ayrton 

NSW SAC as Wedderburn Airfield Custodians 

Peter Hodgens sent this great photo from 

his recent Tasmania trip Kevin White’s brand-new (second hand) RV6A 
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O ur member, Russell Johnson, invited us to a fund-raising ex-

hibition named the “Menangle Military Muster” held at the Camp-

belltown Steam and Machinery Museum a couple of weeks ago. 

 The exhibition included many vintage military vehicles, sword-

fighting demonstrations, some vintage cars and a Tiger Moth fly-

past. There were many people in attendance, so the Legacy charity 

clearly did very well from the entry donations. The attached pic-

tures tell the story. 

 Thanks to Russell for his good work and for his invitation to us.  

David Rittie. 

A Day Out at the Steam and Machinery Museum 
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When you’re in strife in the aviation in-

dustry and the call goes out the WW’s 

come to the rescue every time, I reckon 

even Casius would have humbled him-

self by saying “they are the greatest”.   

On Sat 16
th
 I decided to go for a jaunt in 

my Foxbat Amphibian over to the Oaks 

to see my good old Mates and guru in-

structors Dave and John, after a delight-

ful arvo of war stories and unimportant 

chit chat I headed back to YWBN. That’s 

when the delightful turned to drama. As I 

made my call to join crosswind for 17 I 

started my checklist but when I selected 

gear down it was Oh shhhhh##!!!!!... 

only the port main wheel  green light 

came on. The nose wheel and starboard 

wheel lights indicated they were still up. 

The operating air pressure had gone to 

zilch and the big zero on the gauge also 

was a huge representation of my enthu-

siasm to be up in the air. So I flew 

around for a while jerking with every bit 

of stuff that maybe could have an effect 

on the undesirable position I found my-

self in, actually if I was still as young as I 

think I am I would have dragged my foot 

off the pedals and given the dash a 

good kick which I hear sometimes works 

when your computer freezes up, the age 

reality set in though as I couldn’t bend 

my leg enough to get my boot anywhere 

near the back  of the dash never lone 

the front of it.  

As I crapped myself and tried to figure a 

plan I buzzed up the hanger dwellers on 

the radio to muster some ideas. The 

plan was to have someone visually con-

firm which wheels were sticking out of 

the floats, and in true WW spirit there 

was soon a dozen or so of the most en-

thusiastic of YWBNers’ lining each side 

of the runway. Jay Laybutt whipped out 

his trusty handheld and relayed the 

group consensus to me and after a few 

passes and some pretty measured radio 

banter from the ground including can 

you fly lower, can you fly slower, the 

nose wheel and starboard wheels are 

up, you could land on the grass  and do 

you have any spare undies in the hang-

er etc etc  I got the distinct impression 

my lights were telling me the correct 

story and I needed another  plan that I 

felt wouldn’t see my beloved yellow 

thing giving Rou a heap of grief when he 

had to extract it from  under the club-

house veranda. 

The voice from the handheld was a little 

squishy and then out of the blue ( there 

were a few clouds but you know what I 

mean) came this lovely little Auster and 

the experienced voice of Don Harvie, “I 

can hear you OK, how about I fly along-

side and check your gear”. That sound-

ed like a great idea and  funnily enough I 

almost straight away  felt much more 

relaxed, not enough  to tell Jay I didn’t 

have any undies in the hanger but kind 

of comfy that someone was up in the air 

with me.  Anyway Don came in low be-

Wonderful  Wedderburnians (WW’s) 

The WW Lakeside board meeting (don’t you wish you were a fly on the wall, or in this 

case, a crab in the bay) 

The Sunday dog walkers were disappointed to learn that the only way the thing was leaving the ramp was on a trailer with the wings off  
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hind me, asked me to slow down and 

checked out the gear, “YEP only the 

port wheel is down” he confirmed to me. 

For some reason I was happy of his 

confirmation of the YWBN ground to air 

services report, or maybe I felt happy 

cause he had asked me to slow down a 

bit, no one has ever asked me to do that 

before, my aeroplane is a pretty slow 

thing, great for scenic rather than tour-

ing stuff, actually I have to be careful not 

to fly parallel with the expressway cause 

I get passed by the traffic which can be 

a bit embarrassing, anyway what ever it 

was I felt OK. After that discussion with 

Don I became more comfortable that a 

water landing was the safest but moreo-

ver only option. 

Don suggested the closest big bit of wa-

ter was Lake Illawarra, the big bit ap-

pealed to me cause I have never landed 

on water, which is another story in itself 

as to why, the quick why version is there 

is no one in Sydney or near who can do 

float endorsements. So it was time to 

bite the bullet and have a go at it. Land-

ing a float plane on water with the 

wheels down is recognised in the indus-

try to be the nearest thing to a death 

wish you can have. However there is a 

big difference with the wheel configura-

tion of the Foxbat Amphib to other float 

planes and as far as I know mine is ac-

tually the only type with the configura-

tion. The float plane norm is castoring 

wheels on the front of the floats with the 

main wheels quite forward in the floats, 

therefore if the wheels are down as they 

hit the water its arse over tit for sure. 

The configuration of mine is substantial-

ly different. The main wheels are behind 

the step in the float and substantially aft 

of the CofG, there are no castoring 

wheels, the nose wheel is between the 

floats in the normal land based aircraft 

position.  

So I concluded that the fact the main 

wheel is mounted substantially behind 

the Cof G and behind the step it would 

cause drag in the water only on one side 

but would not have the effect of making 

the aeroplane want to tip nose over.  I 

have seen several videos of float planes 

landing successfully on grass with all 

wheels up, but I did feel, and still do feel 

that one main wheel down would cause 

that side to roll along easily while the 

side with no wheel down would act like a 

brake making steering impossible and 

turning the plane in that direction and 

possibly causing it to tip over. 

Anyway back to up in the air, as I flew to 

the lake Don flew with me, I am a new-

bie to this flying around stuff and seeing 

Don right there with me and being able 

to look down at the beautifully restored 

little Auster was quite a calming experi-

ence and although I clearly was alone it 

somehow didn’t feel that way. 

As I approached the Lake it all became 

a bit surreal, there was no wind at all 

and the expanse of water was glass 

from end to end.  I got a bit anxie about 

that as the stuff I have read indicates it 

is harder to judge height when it’s 

glassy.  Anyway I carefully approached 

and slowed to near stall and then tried 

to emulate what the text book says to 

just fly till you touch down. I was antici-

pating that when the port wheel touched 

the water the drag would pull the plane 

to the left and I would need to compen-

sate, all was going to plan but I was to-

tally wrong about pulling left, instead of 

breaking through the water surface the 

wheel must have skied on top of it hold-

ing that float up which then caused the 

starboard float to dig lower into the wa-

ter which pulled the aeroplane up pretty 

smartly.  As I stopped Don signed off his 

aerial cover with a “well done” and 

banked off to the north for home, right at 

that moment even though I was all OK I 

kind of felt alone again. With the wheel 

dragging on one side in the water I sort 

of zig zagged toward the shore when a 

tinny with a few guys hanging out of it 

put their crab traps aside and motored 

over to me to get in on the action, ”are 

ya avin trouble steerin Mate, the boat 

ramps jist over there”.  With their assis-

Everyone was delighted when the big bit was just floated on to the trailer 

That Rittie fellow's grand kids hang on to the floating thing 
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tance we got there and pulled the 

winged thing up on the boat ramp. It 

became obvious the force of the star-

board float dipping in the drink had mis-

aligned the support struts and a couple 

of the attachments.....so what’s the plan 

now I think to myself?????.  

 Even though it’s a pretty nice afternoon 

to be sitting around in the park, no wind, 

the lake looks really sparkling, the 

throng of onlookers are gathering on the 

grassy knoll I kind of couldn’t really get 

in to the moment of relaxing in the sun 

as my mind was racing with thoughts of 

what the bloody hell am I going to do 

now. Although consumed with the “what 

next” thoughts I did try to do the right 

thing and  keep up with the banter from 

the tinny boys about the sort of crabs 

the joint doesn’t have in abundance any-

more, then miraculously my phone 

rings , its aeroplane fixer upper and cra-

zy aeronautical genius Steve Cohan and 

I feel like I am saved,  “Are you alright 

mate, we will bring your ute down and 

some blankets so you can have a big 

night with the tinny boys while you keep 

an eye on the yellow thing till we can get 

on the job tomorrow”. The plan sounds 

great so in the meantime I do the obliga-

tory trip to the bottle shop with the tinny 

boys to get a carton of lager for their 

services and a supply of the local servos 

3 day old warm meat pies, and I wait for 

Steve. Over the next hour or so I freeze 

my you know what’s off and try to keep 

up with the discussion about the  rele-

vance of the lack of crabs in the joint as 

the tinny boys  settle in to polishing off 

the carton. Eventually Steve turns up 

with blankets and torches and pillows 

etc (I think he has been in my position 

before) and Vic Laybutt  close behind at 

the controls of my superb ute, “Jeezus 

Mate,its taken me all the way to get 

used to this thing,”he exclaims” I thought 

it wasn’t going to make it”.   I just 

laughed off that comment putting it down 

to the fact it was Saturday night and that 

he probably was a bit dirty cause the trip 

down had made him  too late to get his 

tickets in the  local ARI club meat tray 

raffle.  

So after everyone went home I snuggled 

in to have a nice sleep jammed in the 

front of the ute, it worked out to be the 

best night’s sleep in batches of ten 

minutes at a time, I have ever experi-

enced. I gotta tell you those launching 

ramps are really weird places in the ear-

ly hours, the comings and goings of cars 

every ten minutes with seemingly no 

purpose is veeeeery interesting. There 

were a few though who appeared to 

have a serious purpose, I think they 

were looking for those Pokémon 

things,the cars would screech to a halt 

in the middle of the road and then a few 

seconds later light up the wheels and 

speed off, I am not in to that at all but I 

was keen to see for myself what it was 

all about so a couple of times I got out of 

the car  for a look where they had 

stopped, you wouldn’t believe it I didn’t 

see a single Pokémon  watsy ma call it 

anywhere.   

When morning broke, I extricated myself 

from under the steering wheel and im-

mediately thought I should do a quick 

jog around the neighbourhood to 

straighten my bent back and cranked 

neck, after pondering on that premise for 

while I decided to wander to the end of 

the wharf and take a couple of deep 

breaths of the salty air instead.....it didn’t 

seem to help at all, I think my neck is 

permanently twisted. And then it was get 

in to the task of undoing all the nuts and 

bolts that held the wings on to be ready 

for when the WW crew turned up. The 

plan was to put them on a trailer John 

Taru was bringing and then get a renta 

trailer to put the fuselage on. I was kept 

interested in the job by continually hav-

ing to stop work to explain to the Sunday 

dog walkers that I wouldn’t be flying 

away cause it was broken and “NO” I 

don’t take the wings off after every flight. 

Everything was going great till ‘bob the 

boatie’ arrived with his trailered alumini-

um floatie thing, unfortunately the sun 

shade top was too high to get under the 

wing of the yellow item occupying one 

side of the ramp “this is a boat ramp 

Mate, not a bloody plane ramp, get that 

thing off there cause I wanna launch my 

boat and try some new fishin gear”. Any-

way after some long deep and meaning-

ful explanation I convinced him the only 

option available that would enable him 

to test his new fish hooks was to take 

the next minute or so to lower the sun 

shade so it would fit under the wing, be-

grudgingly he saw the light and in only 

20 seconds he was ready to back her in, 

makes you feel good doesn’t it to know 

that the society in which we live allows 

some people to visualise the bigger pic-

ture and just fit in aye. 

Soon after Kim White a  long time mate 

of mine and partner Vicki who live in 

Dapto brought me the obligatory egg 

and bacon roll and steered me to the 

local trailer hire servo, then Steve and 

John with Kevin Perry on board lead the 

charge of the WW’s who  appeared in 

ready to get in to it mode. Jay Laybutt 

arrived with his lovely wife Naomi and 

the kids,”Hi’ she said,”I am David Ritties 

Daughter, thats David Ritties son in law 

Jay over there and this is 7 year old Si-

ahn, David Ritties first grandchild and  4 

year old Amily, David Ritties second 

grandchild”. I immediately realised that 

Rittie fellow has got them brain washed 

and working hard for the cause, I was 

however most impressed with their help 

and as the day wore on Naomi came up 

with a few solutions that had stumped 

the boys.  

That Rittie fellow ‘s darling little grandkids keep an eye on the action as the Yellow thing 

rolls up the ramp. 
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Anyway we got the wings off and then 

tried to manhandle the big left over bit 

with the propeller on it to the trailer. That 

proved to be a bigger challenge than 

first anticipated, in fact it didn’t work at 

all, the wheels didn’t line up with the 

ramps, there was no ramp for the nose 

wheel, it was too heavy for us to lift it on 

and the floats got in the way of every-

thing,“hang on, what about we back the 

trailer in to the water and float it on”, 

agreement was unanimous. Jay jumped 

in to the ute and backed her down the 

ramp, that Rittie fellows grandkids inter-

est in the proceedings was immediately 

sparked when the yellow thing was soon 

bobbing in the lake next to the wharf and  

they were able to grab the end of a rope 

to stop it floating away.  The plan was a 

ripper of an idea, the big yellow bit just 

floated in to exactly the right place on 

the trailer with ease and everything was 

hunky-dory. 

 So with everything loaded up and the 

whole show secured with Johns nice 

new straps we all kissed goodbye and 

headed for YWBN.  

Back at the base (as they say in those 

old war movies) the head scratching 

started again, “now then how do we get 

this thing off the trailer”, was muttered 

by everyone “lets do the reverse of the 

Dapto plan and float her off in the dam” 

suggests Steve......so Dave Perry 

backed her in which worked a treat as 

well, and there ya go job done.  So with 

the gear all down now we towed it back 

to the hanger just as it got dark. As I 

closed up the hanger it all seemed like it 

was a forever ago when I selected gear 

down over the field and the lights gave 

me the bad news, it was a big couple of 

days but I was relieved it was over. 

The unexpected comes along to test us 

from time to time, the notion of landing 

an aeroplane with one side configured 

for land operation and the other side 

configured for water operation wasn’t 

something  I had really considered.  

Whilst I accept there are many who 

have a different opinion on what I should 

or shouldn’t  have done ( and as you 

can imagine they havn’t been coy  telling 

me)  I am comfortable with the  deci-

sions I made and I feel  in the overall 

scheme of things the outcome was quite 

acceptable. If the same scenario ever 

arose again I feel I would choose a simi-

lar course of action although now with 

the experience under my belt I believe I 

could at least do a nicer job of it. 

The even more unexpected was the 

marvellous assistance I received from 

the WW’s, those good hearted people I 

have mentioned rallied to the cause in a 

manner I am just blown away with, every 

single one of them approached the 

whole exercise with unrivalled enthusi-

asm and gusto,,,, and even that Rittie 

fellow who does so much for the club 

had his spirit thrown in to the cause for 

good measure. The good natured ap-

proach and willingness to help was a 

true testament to the absolute passion 

they all have for the aviation industry 

and those within it. 

They sure are Wonderful Wedderburni-

ans, I can’t thank them all enough.  

Phil Ward  

(Footnote. It is important to note that no 

Pokémon’s and or crabs were injured or 

in fact even eaten in the making of this 

adventure) 

All smiles now that the big yellow bit is on the trailer 
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A message from Rachel Lumb 

Y ou will recall that Rachel Lumb 
lost her husband, Jim, to a nasty 
disease, and then a week later was 
involved in that horrible accident 
close to the airfield. She has been 
recovering ever since then from her 
multiple physical and emotional 
injuries, and may never recover her 
full health again. 
  
I received a long message from her 
which included the following text: 
  
Can I ask you please  .   .   put 
something in the news letter for me 
of appropriate nature, to say hello 
to everyone and that I am thinking 
of them. 
  
Please give my greetings and kind 
regards to all our friends at Wed-
derburn. I have been able to re-
spond to some condolence cards 
and get well cards recently and was 
able to write to darling Rou and 
Dawn. I have many others I will 
write to soon.... 
  
And of her husband, Jim, she wrote: 
  
He was my labour of love. My youth, my middle age and my 
life. I miss him very badly now. 
  
Emotional ups and downs make it hard to maintain a bal-
anced flight...... 
  
Best regards to you and all. 
  

Rachel 
  
Thank you, Rachel, for your message to us all. We hope 
your life becomes happier as time passes. You are a very 
brave lady. 
 

David Rittie 

Kevin White on final approach to Moruya in his new RV6A 
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Aircraft and Hangars for Sale 

For sale 

Nash Pilling's mini US Army Jeep 

 

125cc 4 stroke engine. 

Three forward speeds and one reverse 

Hydraulic brakes. 

Electric start. 

Specially adapted to tow Nash’s Jabiru 

and Sea Rey aircraft. 

$950. 

Contact David Rittie on 0407 890 791 

Flight Design 2008 CTLS 

Excellent condition, 250 hours, 600KG MTOW, 

$109,800 

Always hangared. Maintained by L2. Recent 
annual, BRS re-pack and Rotax 5 year rubber 
replacement. Leather seats, Matco brakes, 
Garmin 695 GPS, SL40 Radio, GTX 327 Tran-
sponder, Dynon D100 and D120, TruTrack Auto 
Pilot, Punkin Head Covers. 
Contact Bruce 0412 209 953 
 

                                            

         -    
                                 
                   
                      
                         
                
                                         
                                     

         -    
                           
      
                   
            
                         
                
                  

                                                            

Reg #: VH-AVD. Total Time Airframe: 

5,050 Hours 

Serial #: AA5B1213  Lycoming O360  

A4K 180HP 

Flat 4 Cylinder. REQUIRES OVER-

HAUL 

Reg #: VH-IFT. Total Time Airframe: 

5,150 Hour Serial #: AA5B0621. Reg 

Expiry: 04 / 2016. Lycoming O360  

A4K 180HP, Flat 4 Cylinder. 50 Hrs 

Since BULK STRIP and REBUILD with 

NEW CYLINDERS Approx. 900 Hrs 

TO RUN, SENSENICH PROPELLER 

For further information contact  

Greg Ackman on 0425 355 500 

 

Greg Ackman has two 

Grumman Tigers for sale 

 Jock Anderson’s  

magnificent Rutan Defiant 

 

Best Composite, SAAA Annual Fly-
in 2006.  

Concourse d ‘Elegance, SAAA An-
nual Fly-in 2006.  

Total time 170 hours.  

$170,000 or near offer. 

Contact Jock on 0414 366 222 

Jabiru J230-D  24-5490 

Factory built 2008, Airframe & engine 
94 hours, Maintained every 25 hrs, Nil 
accidents.  

Analogue instruments, Icom IC-200 ra-
dio, Garmin GTX-320a transponder, 
Booster seats, Sensenich prop, Garmin 
295 GPS.  

Always hangared and runs great. 

$85,000 

Contact Kevin: 02 4283 2671 or 0408 
427 458 Email: 

kaybee@exemail.com.au 

 
Roy Docherty’s Slingsby T66  

TIPSY NIPPER Single Seater. 

Reluctantly selling my Jabiru 
2200 powered Tipsy Nipper.  

This fully aerobatic airframe 
has flown 729 Hrs since re-
build, Engine 53 hours since 
new. Hangared at Wedderburn.  

This aircraft is for sale at the 

newly reduced price of $15,500 

Call Roy on 0404 756 407  or  
02 4294 3900 
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18 m wide by 15 m long.  

Council Compliant.  

Mezzanine floor has a lounge 

room with air conditioner and 

fireplace; sofa bed and book-

cases TV cable and aerial.  

The spacious kitchen has a 

brand-new LPG gas stove and 

electric / gas fridge, both con-

nected to outside gas bottle.  

Separate sewered toilet and 

bathroom with hot shower. Pi-

lots retreat at back of mezza-

nine - wood flooring and carpet /

tiles throughout -  

Freshly painted rooms.  

Power points throughout - run 

off a generator.  

Well lit downstairs area with 

planning facilities.  

Pallet racking on the side of the 

hangar for extra storage. Offers 

over $140,000 

Contact: Adrien Allsep 0412 

683 340 

adrien61@hotmail.com.au 

Hangar M8 for sale 
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A Pazmany PL2. 2 place side by side, joy 
stick, fixed tricycle gear, aerobatic sport 
aircraft. Engine is a Lycoming O320 150 hp 
with fixed pitch aluminium prop. The engine 
has been repainted with new oil hoses in-
stalled and has about 150 hours remaining. 
The airframe needs some minor work done 
on one main gear leg and some final as-
sembly before flying.  
A tube and wire ultralight less engine and 
sailcloth envelopes. 
A fibreglass ultralight less engine.  
A treasure trove of parts and accessories 
collected over thirty years including com-
plete VW engines, motor bikes and scooters 
and various other engines, generators and 
lots and lots of spare parts. Considering all 
reasonable offers. Goods can generally be 
inspected each weekend or by arrange-
ment. 
Contact Kevin Haydon on 0408 694 713. 

Cliff Van Praag’s Aircraft 

YAK-18T - The best one in the 

country 

 
Aerobatic, 4 seats, 2400 hrs TT. 2 hrs since 
ground up rebuild. All logs since new. New 
400hp M-14PF. New  MTV9-29 3 blade prop. 
Long Range tanks 4.5 hrs total. Digital G me-
ter, Digital Tacho, Colour Garmin GPS. All 
new fabric, paint, interior, windows, batteries, 
brakes, wheels & tyres. VHF, AM/FM/CD, 
DVD player, infrared headsets in rear. Experi-
mental category. 
Reduced to AU$150,000. No GST. 
Genuine enquiries only - NO TYRE KICKERS. 
Contact via 
email:  aussiehouseboats@gmail.com 

This award winning aircraft has 
648hours and a fresh Annual Inspec-
tion as of 26June. It has a 200HP - 
IO360 engine , long range tanks, and a 
glass cockpit.  

Many extras and always hangared. 
The hangar is available to SAC mem-
bers.  

Reasonable offers . 

Call Rob 0419889809 

RV7 For Sale 

mailto:aussiehouseboats@gmail.com
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  Wedderburn airstrip fly neighbourly information 
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