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Above: Wes Brown’s Cessna, the Goulding Seneca and Vic’s famous Cardinal all parked 

outside the Noccundra Hotel during the recent “Northern Safari”. See full story on Page 9. 

Below: our new Northern Sedimentation Pond filled up quickly during the recent rains. 
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Need some exotic plants, or want some peaches or other stone fruit?  You can choose 

from a wide selection near the airfield, just around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLAND’S  Fruit, Nursery and Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234  or  0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

Barry Davis is in the Nepean Hospital fighting for his life after suffering a cerebral haemorrhage. 

All our best wishes go to you Barry, and we all hope you can soon make a full recovery.  

Barry’s beautiful Aeronca 
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Welcome to the December ‘07/

January ‘08 edition of your Newslet-
ter. 
 
The major event regarding Club busi-
ness was the recent Special General 
Meeting called to discuss runway seal-
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You can contact your Newsletter Editor at david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

ing. Details are in the President’s 
column on this page. 
 
On Page 9 there is a full report 
written by Anne Goulding on the 
recent “Northern Safari” organised 
and led by Vic Laybutt. As you will 
see from the pictures they certainly 
seemed to have a good time. 
 
Don’t forget the BBQ to be held at 
Mittagong 10am on 2nd December, 
the General Meeting to be held on 
9th December, and also the Annual 
Christmas Fly-in/Get-together at 

Hi there 
 
Special General Meeting 

On Sunday 28th October a Special General Meeting was 
convened to address a motion to decide whether the 
Committee or the general membership should decide the 
method of sealing of the runway. There was a healthy 
debate after which the members decided, after a fairly 
close vote, that the Committee should make the decision. 
After the vote the Committee then spoke about some of 
the options available for the sealing of the runway and 
their costs, and because the decision will be based 
mainly on finances Tara gave a talk on the Club’s current 
and projected financial situation. 
 
Your Committee is now in the process of deciding the 
best runway sealing option, taking into account the tech-
nical aspect and some financial strategies. 
 
Northern Sedimentation Pond 

Since the last newsletter the Northern Sedimentation 
Pond has been completed, just in time for some heavy 
rains which have all but filled it. (See the picture on the 
front page.) As part of this work there is now a useful 
over-run at the northern end of the strip that extends all 
the way to our northern boundary. 
 
Unsealed runway 

Bob Sproule has almost finished contouring the western 
side (unsealed side) of the runway. It is 15 meters wide, 
but is, as yet, unusable. The soil is still very soft, gets 
extremely muddy when wet, and should not be used until 
it is rolled and has some grass to stabilise the soil. 
 
John Gallagher is very keen to arrange a maintenance 
team to take care of this runway, and is pressing for the 
runway to be turfed with Couch grass. If you are willing 

to join forces with John 
your assistance would be 
most welcome. 
 
Annual Christmas Party 

Because last year’s end-
of-year party was such a 
success it has been de-
cided to repeat the dose 
again this year. Again it 
will be held at the Avia-
tors’ Lounge at the Wol-
longong Airport at Albion Park. It is scheduled for Sat-
urday 15th December at 12 noon. (See Page 5 for fur-
ther details on how to book your seat.) 
 
Club Championship prizes as well as many other fun 
prizes will be awarded to deserving Club members. We 
hope to see you all there. 
 
Barry Davis 

As you are no doubt aware Barry Davis has been suffer-
ing repeated small strokes in recent times. A couple of 
weeks ago he suffered a cerebral haemorrhage which 
has put his life in grave danger. He is currently in the 
Nepean Hospital, temporarily regained consciousness a 
few days ago, but has since relapsed into unconscious-
ness. 
 
We wish Barry, his family and close friends all the best 
at this difficult time. 
 
Stan Nightingale 

You may also be aware that Stan Nightingale has had a 
triple heart by-pass. The news here is very positive, as 
Stan is expected to leave hospital again in just a few 
more days. We wish him a speedy recovery. 

the Aviators’ Lounge at Albion 
Park. See Page 5 for details. 
 
My sincere thanks go to those who 
have contributed to the production 
of the Newsletter this year, includ-
ing articles, pictures, the coloured 
pages (thanks Matthew) and espe-
cially the tireless distribution team 
(especially Dot and Margaret) who 
have made the whole thing possible. 
 
Merry Christmas and a very Happy 

new Year to you all. 

David Rittie 

From  your  Editor 

Words from the President 
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Words from the President (cont.) Page 4 

Dianne Laybutt memorial 

A memorial gathering and dance 
party was held last week to honour 
Dianne Laybutt (who died just 12 
months ago) and proceeds went to 
the Angel Flight organisation. A 
handful of SAC members were pre-
sent. Our thanks go to Peter Scott 

who wasn’t able to attend, but 
made a useful donation. 
 
Don’t forget the Mit-
tagong BBQ on 2nd De-
cember. Also the G.M .on 
9th December, where we 
will vote on proxies. 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Well we’re almost up to Christmas 
again. The years seem to go so 
quickly. If you’re interested in attend-
ing the annual Club Presentation and 
Christmas Lunch please refer to the 
notice on Page 6 of this Newsletter 
and book your seat as soon as possi-
ble. The day will be here in no time! 
 
The December General Meeting will 
be held in the Clubhouse on Sunday, 
9th December at 2.00pm. There is a 
notice of motion for that meeting re-
garding proxies and a whole lot of 
other interesting things to discuss so 
mark it in your diaries and don’t for-
get to attend. 

 
I have finally upgraded to broadband 
and I have a new email address. You 
can now contact me on fire-

weed@netspace.net.au. I always wel-
come correspondence from members on 
any topic and endeavour to reply 
promptly if possible or take your letters 
to the committee for consideration. 
 

I look forward to 
seeing you at the 
Christmas Lunch, 
at the general 
mee t i n g  and 
around the air-
field. 
 
Merry Christmas 

From the Secretary’s Desk 

May I wish you and your families the 
very best for the festive season. Have a 

great Christmas, and may next 
year be even better than this 
one. 
 

Please fly safely 
 

David Rittie  

to all. May your skies be always 
blue and calm. 
 
Cheers 

Margaret Nightingale 

 

 

The club needs an Event Organiser for 2008. The Event Organiser does not have to organise all events that occur 
in 2008, rather they coordinate them all, primarily liaising with individual club members who wish to organise spe-
cific flying events as well as the social committee, reporting back to the Club’s Committee. Club events include fly-
ing forays as well as social events held at the clubhouse. Individual club members will still be called upon to cham-
pion flying events they are attending, however, these events would be coordinated through the event organiser, who 
would ensure that the rest of the club was invited to participate. 
 

Are you this person? This could easily be a shared role. If you are interested in being the club event organiser for 
next year, please contact your President, David Rittie or Secretary, Margaret Nightingale. 
 

It would be really great to have someone on board so that we can put together the club calendar for 2008! 
 

Upcoming Events - Put ‘em in your diary 
2nd December BDAC Fly-in and BBQ, Mittagong [Contact: Margaret Adams, Social Co-ordinator] 
9th December General Meeting in the Clubhouse [Contact: any Committee member] 
 

Saturday 15 December  Fly-in Club Christmas Party, Wollongong.   After the success of last year, this 
year we will be flying-in to the Aviators Lounge at Wollongong. Make sure you keep this 
Saturday free! 

   Details of the Annual Christmas Party and a payment slip are on Page 6 
 
3rd February ‘08 Fly-in/Drive-in Brunch 10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. [Contact: Margaret Adams] 

*   *   *   UPCOMING  EVENTS   *   *   *   

Jimmy Forrest, who now resides in the Queen Victoria Memorial Home says “Hi” to all his old SAC friends        Ed 
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Hi everyone, 
 
Hope you have been taking advantage 
of the longer daylight hours to go fly-
ing or to work on your aircraft. I know 
I am looking forward to being able to 
go flying again soon (just have to have 
a baby first!!). 
 
UPCOMING “BIG” CAPITAL EX-

PENSES 

As you are all aware the club is just 
about to seal the northern end of the 
runway. This will set the club back at 
least $100,000 but could cost more 
than $200,000 depending upon how 
the runway is sealed. In speaking with 
club members there are clearly as 
many ideas about how our money 
should be spent and how the runway 
should be treated as there are mem-
bers! 
 
Along with you, the club member, the 
runway is the most important asset of 
this club. However, it is not the only 
part of the airfield that needs club 
money spent on it. Other than the 
usual budgeted expenses (eg. rent, 
rates, insurances and other bills) there 
are many areas that club money could 
be used for capital improvement. 
These include both capital improve-
ments that club money must be spent 
on, as well as capital improvements 
club members would like money spent 
on. Some of these capital improve-
ments are listed here (alphabetically), 
however not all need to be completed 
by tomorrow: 
build club hangar 
get power connected to the club house 

and hangars 
grass the western side of the runway 
install irrigation to pump water be-

tween and from the dam 
install toilet block at northern end 
purchase awnings for clubhouse win-

dows/deck 
purchase more solar panels 
rejuvinate clubhouse floor 
replace clubhouse batteries 
replace swimming pool tank 
relocate fuel bowser 
sealing the main taxiway 
sealing the northern taxiways 

sealing the road from the northern 
gate to the club house 

and the list goes on... 
 
Having just covered some of the 
areas that club money could be 
spent on over the next couple of 
months or years for capital improve-
ments, it would be wise to consider 
how financial the club is. Currently 
the club’s bank account has approx 
$235,000 available for capital ex-
penses – however this assumes that 
nothing goes wrong over the next 
couple of months (i.e. between now 
and the end of the club’s financial 
year). Next year, assuming a CPI 
increase of 5%, the club looks set to 
add a further $64,000 to this capital 
pool, giving us about $300,000 to 
spend on capital improvement – this 
of course assumes no major cost 
blow-outs, no breakdowns of cur-
rent equipment or machinery, and 
that we actually want to spend every 
cent of the club’s money. It also 
does not take into account new 
members joining fees as the number 
of new members each year is an 
unknown quantity and could be zero 
if the books were closed for 12 
months, so the total amount avail-
able for capital expenses has the 
potential to be higher. 
 
So as you can see, there are a lot of 
issues to be considered by your 
committee in determining HOW to 
seal the runway – a decision to be 
made quickly and yet not to be 
rushed. Earlier this year we pre-
sented our 5 year plan for the club. 
Your committee will take this and 
our financial situation into account 
to be sure that HOW the runway is 
sealed will not send us broke, nor 
leave us unable to complete other 
important capital improvements. 
 
DONATIONS TOWARDS “BIG” 

CAPITAL EXPENSES 

There are some members of the club 
that would really like to see the run-
way fully sealed in hot-mix. Some 
of these members have indicated 
that they are willing to donate 

Treasurer’s Report 

money to the club in order for this to 
happen sooner rather than later. 
Thank you. If you too would like to 
donate money to see capital works 
progressed, please advise your com-
mittee. We will take all offers of 
donations into consideration when 
prioritorising capital expenses. 
 
EMAILED INVOICES – RE-

MINDER 

This is just to remind you that in-
voices are sent via the email account 
fly.bcy@bigpond.net.au – so if you 
have been expecting to receive an 
invoice you may wish to check your 
junkmail filters to ensure you can 
r e c e i v e  e m a i l s  f r o m 
fly.bcy@bigpond.net.au. PLEASE 
NOTE: this email address is used 
for sending invoices only, please do 
not send emails to this address, to 
reach me by email use my usual 
e m a i l  a d d r e s s :  s t e v e r -
muer@uow.edu.au 
 
HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR 

EMAIL ADDRESS OR CON-

TACT DETAILS RECENTLY? 

If you have changed your email ad-
dress or other contact details, or if 
you have an alternate email address 
you’d prefer the club use, please let 
me know. 
 
A Merry Christmas to all. 

Tara Stevermuer 

Page 5 
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How do I  book? 

Send your money and the following tear off slip to either Robert Greig or Mar-
garet Nightingale at PO Box 450, Campbelltown, 2560, or pay in person. You 
can also direct deposit into the club account. You’ll need to email Tara Stever-
muer confirmation with your name and the number of tickets you’re paying for. 
 
The Aviator’s Lounge can accommodate 70 people inside and 70 outside so buy 
your tickets as soon as possible. 
 

NOTE: Only the full amount for each ticket will be accepted. There will be no deposits 
taken or refunds given. Final numbers for the event will be given to the restaurant on Mon-
day, 10th December. No bookings will be accepted after this date. 

 

I would like to reserve ______ tickets for the Annual Christmas Party 
and Awards Presentation at The Aviator’s Lounge, Albion Park. I en-
close my cheque for $________ 
 

Name_______________________________ Phone No____________ 

Annual Christmas Party and Awards Presentation 

When? 

Saturday, 15thDecember at 12 noon 

Where? 

The Aviator’s Lounge, Albion Park Airfield 

How much? 

$30.00 per person for a 3 course lunch 
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Bird  Talk 
Hi Everyone! 
 

Here we are nearing the end of another year. Our Club activities this year have 
all been very successful, except we missed out on holding our Open Day, but 
early next year we will make up for this by holding an extra special Open Day. 
 

On behalf of the Ladies of the Social Committee I wish to “Thank” all our 
members who have given their precious time and, of course, their hard work to 
make our Club one to be proud of and for supporting our dedicated Ladies all this year. We have 
had good attendances at all of the scheduled Work Days and Fly-In Brunches together with our 
great Film Night back in July. I was sorry I had to cancel some social evenings this year but some 
coincided with other aviation events and we ran out of alternate dates. Let us work on having more 
Social get-togethers in the New Year. 
 

My “Thanks” also to the wonderful team of Ladies who assist me all year preparing for the func-
tions we hold. You are all so special to me and I appreciate everything you all do for SAC. 
 

The luncheon held on our last Work Day of the year on Sunday 28th October went off very well 
with almost 80 members attending.  (This included some new members, who were interviewed in 
the morning, joining us.) It was good to see so many enjoying the delicious spread we served. I 
was delighted to see the wives and partners of some of our new members come along to the lunch-
eon, and the best thing of all, for me, was that they were all willing to assist in helping to prepare 
the lunch for our workers. My “Thanks” to Merle, Lorraine, Veronica, Wendy and Liza for a job 
well done. We certainly appreciated your help. I do hope I haven’t frightened you away with all the 
hard work I asked you to do!! 
 

Once again my “Thanks” to our Chef, Dave Thomas, for cooking 160 Sausages to perfection. I 
know Gary assisted Dave, plus quite a few of the guys arrived to give moral support to Dave. To 
all of you “well done” and it was great to see you all socialising around the BBQ area. 
 

The first function for the New Year 2008 the Ladies will be catering for is our – 

FLY-IN/DRIVE-IN BRUNCH on SUNDAY 3rd FEBRUARY. TIME: 10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. 

Once again we will be serving the ever popular Brunch style food- Orange Juice, Cereals, BBQ 
Sausages, Bacon, Eggs on Toast, Tea or Coffee and all one has to pay is $6.00 per head. Please re-
member to make a note of this important date in your new diary. More details will be on our Web-
site closer to the date. 
 

AN IMPORTANT DATE TO REMEMBER 

I mentioned in the last Newsletter about the invitation from the Berrima District Aero Club 

(Mittagong) to our members to join them for their FLY-IN on SUNDAY 2ND DECEMBER 2007. 
This event is only a couple of weeks away and I have told the Secretary, Chris McGrath that I 
would give him some numbers of who may fly in from Wedderburn. So far only Dave Thomas has 
contacted me, to say he will be attending,  so where are you all – come on, we want all of our SAC 
pilots to fly down to Mittagong on the 2nd of December –mid morning is the scheduled time to ar-
rive and then enjoy a BBQ lunch with our hosts. Further details will be on our Website during the 
week, but meantime I am waiting for your phone call to 9567 6522 or email 
me mda@isp.net.au to add your name to the list. 
 

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy and Happy 2008 
 

Cheers 

Margaret Adams 

Page 7 
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Hello everyone, 
 
Well.. here we are, 2007 is all but 
over, and all that is left to do is wrap 
the presents, enjoy  the family 
Christmas activities and welcome in 
the New Year…. 
 
Ok, Ok, it’s not New Year yet, we 
still have around a month or so to go 
but time is passing quickly, all too 
quickly if you ask me!!. 
 
As you are aware, all officially 
scheduled social/work days for 2007 
are now over and attendance records 
are being tallied.  During the last 
week of November, I will have the 
2007 attendance spreadsheet put up 
on the website for everyone to view.  
If you think there is a discrepancy in 
the days I have down for your atten-
dance, please let me know and I will 
go back and check the records 
(those records being the job sheets 

Work / Social Day Activities 

everyone signs in the club house on 

the day – you did sign them…right). 
 
Having said that, there still is a little 
time before the books are closed on 
2007, so if anyone needs to make up 
any additional days to meet the stan-
dard three required, please feel free 
to email/call me to pick-up a job or 
two and be signed off.  Dec 31st is 
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officially the last day you can use to 
get signed off on, so please keep 
that in mind if you are looking to 
make up those credits for the 2007 
period. 
 
So, with the business side of things 
out of the way, I would like to take a 
moment to wish all of you, and your 
families, a Happy and Safe Christ-
mas and of course all the very best 
of the New Year.  I look forward to 
seeing you all again in 2008. 
 
Merry Christmas Everyone, and take 
care….. 
 

Matthew Gray 

 

interesting accounts of their ride we 
were definitely glad that we were 
flying. 
 

The Birdsville Outback Museum was 
well worth a visit. The owner was a 
dinky- di Aussie wheelwright who 
told very amusing stories about the 
exhibits and gave amazing working 
demonstrations of many ancient con-
traptions of all descriptions.  
 

Then it was off to the shop to buy fly 
nets in preparation for our visit to the 
Dig Tree at Napper Maree. 
 

On leaving Birdsville Greg reported 
a row of several thunderstorms run-
ning west to east. Fortunately, we 
were heading south. After refreshing 
our memories on the ill-fated Burke 

and Wills expedition of 1861 and 
visiting the famous Dig Tree we 
flew out of a fierce crosswind to 
Noccundra Hotel.  Wes was a little 
worried in his Cessna 172. 
 

We parked our aircraft right at the 
front door of the Hotel. This was 
something we had all been looking 
forward to. The stone building, 
which still looked much the same as 
it did in the 1800s, has a charm of 
it’s own including doors that did not 
cater for anyone over about 5 feet 6 
inches tall. Some enjoyed lazing in 
the chairs outside on the verandah 
watching the world (nothing) go by. 
The publican was friendly and told 
us many tales about the local area. 
This turned out to be a very pleasant 
experience for all and for some it 
was their favourite spot. 

After landing on the perfect bitumen 
strip at Thargomindah for fuel we 
flew to Nyngan for the last night of 
our trip. At Nyngan we reminisced 
and shared lots of laughs about our 
great trip to the outback. There is no 
fuel at Nyngan so we made a stop at 
Narromine on our way home. 
 

Well done to the pilots who flew 
without any mishaps and well done 
to Vic for making it all happen. We 
loved every bit of it and wish more 
of our Wedderburn members had 
been with us. 
 

Anne Goulding 

Continued from Page 9 

Thanks for the story Anne. What a 
beauty! 
 

Pictures are on Page 12   .   .   .   . Ed 

 

Beware of Kangaroos 
Our caretaker has advised that, despite the good rains and the lush growth in the surrounding forest, kangaroos are 

still coming onto the airfield to drink from our dams. 
Not only do we need to keep an eye out when using the runway, but also when using our road, especially after dark. 

 

Please don’t damage our kangaroos with your aircraft. 
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Thanks to Club member, Vic Laybutt 
for putting together such a great trip 
to outback Queensland. 
 
Early on Sunday, 30 September four 
aeroplanes with nine crew took off 
into blue sky headed for Cunna-
mulla, Qld.  As we flew north-west 
we encountered 35kt headwinds 
which reduced our ground speeds 
considerably. 
 
Lunch was at Coonamble before 
tracking to Cunnamulla where it was 
very hot and dry. The bar at the War-
rego Hotel was looking pretty good 
by then. Cunnamulla is a sleepy but 
extremely clean, well-kept outback 
town. The main attraction is a statue 
of a young stockman that became the 
subject of the 1950’s song “The Cun-
namulla Fella” immortalised by Slim 
Dusty. It pays tribute to the spirit of 
the stockmen of the time when Aus-
tralia was riding on the sheep’s back. 
 
Day two saw us heading for Lon-
greach via Blackall. Although Black-
all is very small, with a population of 
1800 and has no taxi service, it was 
there that we saw some of the most 
interesting things on our tour includ-
ing the “Black Stump” of Queen-
sland which was used by surveyors 
to keep their theodolites stable while 
mapping the whole of Queensland 
and the historical Blackall Wool 
Scourer that operated under steam 
power from 1908 to 1978. There we 
learned about wool processing from 
the shearing stage to baling, washing 
and re-baling for export with all ma-
chinery in working order. The town 
is supplied with water from The 
Great Artesian Basin. It is pure, and 
flows from bores drilled to 1800m 
under its own pressure at a tempera-
ture of 58 degrees centigrade. 
 
On arrival at Longreach we were 
greeted by the sight of the magnifi-
cent Qantas 747, “City of Bunbury” 
and the beautifully restored Boeing 

OUTBACK FLYING SAFARI  -  OCTOBER 2007 

Seeing the real Australia 

707, the first ever jet passenger air-
craft registered in Australia. 
 
Longreach is known for its role with 
Qantas. We visited the Stockman’s 
Hall of Fame and the Founders Out-
back Museum, both of which were 
very worthwhile. Some of us who 
were engine buffs enjoyed an after-
noon at the Powerhouse Museum. It 
has numerous huge charcoal gas, 
steam and diesel engines on display. 
They were used to generate the first 
electricity in Longreach in 1920 and 
dramatically changed the lives of 
the local townspeople and farmers 
forever. 
 
The evening was spent on a Sunset 
Cruise on the Thomson River which 
has a weir so it is just a series of 
waterholes. Dinner was stockman’s 
stew followed by apple pie and cus-
tard, tea boiled in a billy over a 
campfire with damper and Golden 
Syrup. We thoroughly enjoyed this 
night as we sat under a myriad of 
stars, singing country songs, laugh-
ing at bushie’s yarns and listening to 
the sounds of silence under the 
Coolibah trees. We thought this was 
Queensland at its best. 
 
The next day we landed at Adels 
Grove on a better-than-expected 
gravel airstrip. A few hundred me-
tres and we were at our air-
conditioned accommodation which 
was very welcome as temperatures 
ranged from 35 to 44 degrees during 
our stay. We couldn’t wait to im-
merse ourselves in the very clear 
green freshwater pool, located right 
beside our cabins. Greg just could 
not resist it and jumped in fully 
clothed. 
 
A highlight of our Adels Grove stay 
was canoeing down the gorge. We 
soaked up the magic of the beautiful 
red sandstone cliffs with their amaz-
ing formations contrasting wonder-
fully with the greener than green 

water below. We bathed under small 
rushing waterfalls and shared the 
pools with mauve waterlilies. Brian 
was not too impressed when he came 
across a huge, tusked, brown boar 
soaking in the pool of his choice 
while there are no prizes for guessing 
who was the only person to upturn 
his canoe - yes - Vic Laybutt helped 
by his mate “Blowie”. 
 
As we had surveyed the red cliffs 
from the air before landing seven of 
us decided to walk along the top of 
the ridge. Once again the scenery 
was breathtakingly beautiful as we 
peered down into the gorge where 
we had canoed the day before. The 
temperature quickly soared to 44 
degrees so we needed no invitation 
to throw ourselves into the Cascades 
waterfall at the end of our walk. 
Later on, one of our group was even 
caught skinny dipping! 
 
After once more waking to the sound 
of thousands of twittering, chirping 
birds it was time to leave the unbe-
lievable oasis that is Adels Grove.  
We all agreed that it was hard to 
imagine a nicer place on this earth. 
 
The Birdsville airstrip we used was a 
lovely smooth dirt strip although 
there is also a bitumen strip. The 
strip is right opposite the well-known 
Birdsville Pub where we stayed the 
night. We dined on giant sized T-
bone steaks, kangaroo steak and ice-
cold draught beer while enjoying the 
atmosphere of a true outback pub. It 
was crowded as a large group who 
had ridden across the Simpson on 
pushbikes were having their presen-
tation ceremony. After hearing some 

Wings  Away 

Continued on Page 8 
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current and past members/
committee. The current 
joining fee does not re-
flect the current market 
conditions in the Sydney 
Basin, where it seems that 
private aircraft owners 
and pilots have no real 
alternative than to turn to 
YWBN. As much as I 
hate to put up joining fees 
and increase the cost to the private owners/pilots, what 
alternatives do we have as a club to raise funds to pay 
for and maintain the great facilities we already enjoy? 
There will be a lot of opinions on how this is done and 
the committee has the job on how best to tackle it. Let 
them know in writing what your thoughts are. 
 
At some point, I would like to see a club aircraft made 
available for members to fly. There are a lot of mem-
bers who are not current because their own aircraft is 
not flying for one reason or another and the cost/
availability of hiring flying school’s planes are either 
too high or not convenient. Any suggestions on what 
sort of plane might be suitable for the majority of pilots 
who might be interested in using a club plane? I think 
you can’t go past a Cessna 172 for the greatest all 
round ability but then that limits the use to PPL holders 
only and doesn’t allow RA Aus pilots to fly. Instead of 
a club owned aircraft, perhaps a syndicate owned air-
craft might be the answer. Are there any members out 
there who are interested in a cost effective way of fly-
ing/owning an aircraft? Let me know and perhaps 
something can come of it. 
 
Hope everyone has a good Christmas (hope to see you 

at the Club’s fly-in Xmas party) and lots of blue skies 

for flying. 

 
Always Airborne 

Bernie Stevermuer  

New  Members  Section 

On the 28th October 2007, the following 7 people were 
interviewed: 
 Masoud Alaee is an Optician, has been flying for 
5 years and has a share in a Piper Archer. He would like to 
be involved in some flying trips. 
 David Lian is now a Business Executive but is a 
qualified Aeronautical Engineer. Has been flying since 
1979, is involved in aerobatics and would like to socialise 
with like minded aircraft owners and pilots. 
 Martin Ongley now works for Shell.  He used to 
be in the Royal Air Force and came to Oz to work for 
QANTAS. He is the President of Chapter 11(SAAA) and 
has built a 4 seat Jabiru. 
 Brian Pittman, father of famous daughter, has 
been flying since 1989. He is a Civil Engineer and owns a 
Rockwell Commander 114. 
 Bernie Szymecki is an Electrician and has been 
flying for 30 years. Has a share in a Piper Cherokee and 
has been flying into YWBN as a guest for many years. 
 Richard Tabaka is a Photographer and a relative 
new comer to flying. Owns a Rotax 912 powered Trike 
and likes to fly to outback places. 
 Nicholas Vass is a Builder/Developer and has 
been flying for 23 years. Has a share in a Piper Archer and 
is starting to build a RV9A and would like to be involved 
with people who care about private flying. 
 
The Committee currently has 3 applications for full mem-
bership, and by the time this Newsletter reaches the mem-
bership, hopefully they will have been interviewed. They 
are: 
• Bruce Cunningham (proposed by Chris Willis and 

seconded by Lloyd Shepherd), 
• Graham Dunford (proposed by Paul McGuire and 

seconded by Rob Mangan), and 
• Ian Baker (proposed by Rick Harper and seconded 

by Sam Randazzo). 
The next round of new member interviews will be held on 
the work day in late February next year. 
 
There has been a lot of work being carried out to improve 
the facilities at YWBN recently. The new members who 
have joined recently are very fortunate to be able to enjoy 
the benefits of the hard work being done by many of the 

Hangar  C2  is  for  sale. 
 

Hangar size is 12.4 meters wide 
 

 by 9.25 meters deep. 
 

$40,000 
 

For further information call 

Robert Peak on: 
6973 1377, or 0427 333 478 
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Hangar  C2  is  for  Sale 
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CAMDEN  HIRE 

Caters for just about all equipment, construction, earthmoving 
and landscaping hire requirements. 

Big job or small, the staff at Camden Hire will help you pick 
the right tools for the job. 

Visit their website  -  www.camdenhire.com.au 
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Above: Paul Milstead proudly shows off his new Jabiru J430 which has been in the making for 18 

months, and should test-fly early next year.  Below: Richard Wiltshire shows us the capability of his 

Extra on his departure after his “New Member” interview. No, the camera is not upside down. 

Below: Richard Shennan is seen here at the last Social Workday about to replace the dam-

aged “Welcome” sign at the northern gate, and at right: new sign, repainted gate, job done! 

Snippets and Picture Parade 
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Top left: the touring party: Vic Laybutt, Greg and Anne Goulding, Brian Thomas, Jannelle 

sitting with Mum and Dad - Doug and Jacquie Montague, Dave Balfour, and new chum Wes 

Brown at the Crocodile Dundee Hotel. Top right: approaching the Adel’s Grove airstrip. 

Above: Greg and Anne Goulding enjoy a  romantic paddle in the Adel’s Grove lagoon. 

Below Left: red sandstone cliffs at Adel’s Grove. Below right: Vic grabs the opportunity to 

photograph his Cardinal in front of the QANTAS 707 and 747 at Longreach. 

The recent “Northern Safari”, from Page 9 

AIRBORNE AVIATION  
is Australia’s first Cessna Pilot Centre 

• We offer professional pilot training, aircraft hire, joy flights, charter flights, and more. 

• We hope you will find all the information you require on our website: 

www.airborne-aviation.com.au/ 


