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Top: The many aircraft that at-

tended the Harpers’ Farcombe 

Hall fly-in. More on Page 8. 

At right: Peter Reardon taxis Sy 

Allsep’s Beaver on an emotional 

ride up the taxiway with Sy’s left 

hand seat vacant. See Page 11. 

Below: We have a new airfield 

entry sign, thanks to the efforts of 

Rachel and Jim Lumb. 

Below right: Peter Scott’s YAK 

52 wins “Best in Category: YAK 

and Nanchang” at the AAAA fly-

in at Echuca. More on Page 11. 
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Welcome to the April/May 2015 is-

sue of the SAC Newsletter. 
 

Included in this edition there are sto-

ries about the Fly-in to Rick and 

Wendy Harper’s Farcombe Hall, and 

also a story sent in by Ian Harvie 

about the Echuca AAAA fly-in. 
 

Our caretaker has written his usual 

interesting and informative “Rou’s 

News”. In it he mentions some of our 

members who are struggling with 

health issues. I’d like to add our for-

mer Club President, Bob Phillips, to 

Bret Cavanagh (President) 0407 344 795  bret@cavanagh.id.au 

Jock Anderson (Secretary) 0425 380 966  jock-anderson@bigpond.com 

Diane Brookes (Treasurer) 0425 380 967  bizjet@bigpond.com 

Phil Ayrton 0417 210 731  payrton@bigpond.net.au 

Matthew Gray 0411 505 521  a150k@hotmail.com 

Don Harvie 0407 231 333  donharvie@yahoo,com.au 

Errol Pillemer 0406 070 121  errol@pillemer.net 

David Rittie  0407 890 791  david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

Richard Thompson 0412 288 061  richard@flycorp.com.au 

Committee  (group email) committee@wedderburnairstrip.com.au 

Rouen Andrews (Caretaker) 0425 380 964              -    -    - 

Committee Members and Contacts 

this list. Bob is facing a serious bat-

tle with cancer, and we wish him all 

the best. 
 

I need to make a correction. In the 

last Newsletter the restoration of 

Peter Scott’s YAK YYC was at-

tributed to Lindsay Sinclair. This 

was in error. The aircraft was im-

ported and restored by Nigel Arnott. 

My apologies to those concerned. 
 

We are all still hurting over the loss 

of Sy Allsep and Robert Greig. To 

remember these two prominent 

members we have included more 

about them in this issue. 
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Wings Over Illawarra Saturday and Sunday, 2nd and 3rd May.     Wollongong 

 

April’s Social Workday Saturday, 9nd May. Sign in by 9am. Free lunch for members.  Wedderburn 

    Contact: Richard Thompson. 

 

Moruya Aero Club’s “Big Morning Tea”, raising funds for cancer research. 

    Sunday, 7th June, starting at 11am.     Moruya 

   For more details go to:  http://nsw.cancercouncilfundraising.org.au/MoruyaAeroClub 

 

General Meeting Sunday, 14th June, 2pm, in the Clubhouse.    Wedderburn 

   Contact: Jock Anderson. 

         

Social Workday  Sunday, 28th June. Sign in by 9am. Free lunch for members.  Wedderburn 

    Contact: Richard Thompson. 

UPCOMING  FLYING  AND  SOCIAL  EVENTS 

Thanks to those 

good people who 

regularly contrib-

ute to this maga-

zine, and also to 

Diane Brookes 

and Peter Rear-

don for the pic-

tures, and to Ian 

Harvie for the 

AAAA article and pictures. 
 

We hope you enjoy this issue of your 

SAC Newsletter. 
 

Cheers. 

David Rittie 

Need some exotic plants?  You can choose from a wide selection near the airfield, 

just around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLAND’S  Nursery  and  Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234 or 0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

 

**The Harlands also do hangar concrete slabs, at very reasonable prices** 



 

 

Well, the years seem to flash by the older I get, and it 

seems that more and more gets squeezed into each one.  

This year has been no different, with becoming Presi-

dent of our great little club adding to my days!  Togeth-

er, the committee and membership 

have had a good year and further 

progressed NSW SAC as the best 

aviation community in Sydney. 

 

Probably the most important 

achievement of the year was the 

signing of our new lease to replace 

the original signed in 1978.  There is 

plenty on record in our newsletters through the year de-

scribing the details around the new lease as it was happen-

ing, and the subsequent celebrations, but suffice here to 

say that it was the culmination of many years of quiet 

background work by many people 

that brought it to completion.  Great 

effort by all! 

 

Our club has much valuable infra-

structure in place, and all the neces-

sary equipment around to maintain it.  

Runways, taxiways, roads, water 

storage, pumps, clubhouse, toilets, 

Words  from  the  President 
 

2014 – The President’s perspective on the year for NSW SAC 

SAC 15 04 

Page 3 

This year there was no need to hold an election, as the exact number of mem-

bers were nominated for the positions available. 

At left: President, Bret Cavanagh, in the top job for the second year, and 

Committee member now for his 10th consecutive year. 

Below, left to right: Secretary, Jock Anderson, Club Secretary for the second 

term; Treasurer, Diane Brookes, for the third consecutive year; Phil Ayrton, 

second term member; Matthew Gray, committee member now for ten years. 

Bottom row, left to right: Don Harvie, back onto the committee after a year 

off for his 6th term; Errol Pillemer, first time on the committee; David Rittie, 

with thirteen years of committee experience; and Richard Thompson, standing 

for the fifth time. This new committee has been described by our President as 

‘highly experienced mixed with some fresh input’. 

YOUR NEW COMMITTEE FOR 2015/16 



 

 

fences, gates.  Such things need money to keep them all 

going, and I must thank our Treasurer Diane Brookes 

for keeping all things money under control for the year.  

The job is a big one (just ask Clive!) and the club would 

be in strife if it wasn’t kept up to date, so thanks to you 

both for this huge contribution.  Although we have a 

healthy bank balance, we mustn’t let ourselves become 

tricked into thinking that we are “rich”.  We continue to 

put aside and reserve cash for future activities, like ma-

jor capital works, or for being able to perhaps take the 

opportunity to purchase the site.  I’m very happy with 

the way the committee has made decisions throughout 

the year to get the best value from the relatively limited 

dollars we have available.  We spend when we should, 

and hold off when it’s prudent.  Now that the dust has 

fully settled after the year of the new lease, the new 

committee will undoubtedly consider the best way to 

utilise funds to improve the field in the next year.  Ideas 

are of course always welcome. 

 

Secretary Jock has done a sterling job in keeping the 

meetings and minutes on record and managing the con-

stant stream of correspondence, but more importantly 

this year, has done all the hard work in managing 

changes to what is now officially our Constitution 

(previously “the rules”) to ensure it remains relevant to 

the needs of the club, and aligned with wise guidance 

from the Model Rules promulgated by government.  

Well done Jock for managing another large and often 

unseen job! 

 

The so called “ordinary” members of the committee 

deserve a great deal of thanks too.  They’re anything but 

ordinary.  Between them they attend a collection of 

committee meetings to run the (usually) routine busi-

ness stuff, but they keep on top of a myriad other things 

beyond the meeting table.  Mentioning all the names is 

dangerous (I’d surely miss somebody), but the tasks of 

organising work days and recording who’s there, main-

taining machinery, gathering newsletter stories and 

printing and posting them out, keeping the website run-

ning, maintaining the email list, liaising with the safety 

group, organising social events, and everything that 

goes along with all that is what makes SAC run as it 

does.   

 

So as a committee, we remain responsible to all the 

members to ensure that the place is run properly.  But 

the REASON for running the place is to allow the en-

joyment and usage of the facilities for non-commercial 

aviation purposes.  I’d love to know the number of 

flights which have originated from Wedderburn over 

the course of the year, whether for a local run (just to 

fly), a weekend jaunt, or on the way out to do a full lap 

of Australia like the Pillemers did.  The year has includ-

ed quite a number of organised fly away events, includ-

ing Bendigo, Middlebrook Station, Evans Head, Frogs 

Hollow, Luskintyre, Tumut and Farcombe Hall (and 

probably others that I’ve 

missed) which have each 

attracted a number of air-

craft to the trip.  Congratu-

lations to all those who or-

ganised and participated.  

Please, organising one of 

these trips need not be dif-

ficult, so if you have a plan 

to go somewhere interest-

ing, advertise the idea and 

take a gaggle of other air-

craft along for the fun.  

Other more local flight activities such as Wings over 

Illawarra would have attracted a quite a few too, except 

for the minor disruption of 50kt winds. 

 

The club has hosted events from outside our site over the 

year too, working to fulfil our intention to promote sport 

aviation.  The Australian Aerobatic Club training day 

made good use of our facilities, as did the more recent 

National Council of SAAA meeting.  One of the reasons 

SAC exists is to promote activities such as these, so if 

you see a way the club can contribute further to sport 

aviation, bring it up. 

 

Our safety group, Bruce Cunningham, Clive Brookes, 

Bill Handley and Paul Milsted continue to contribute 

strongly to the way our members operate at Wedderburn, 

both by being around to talk things through with other 

pilots, and in their well thought out and well written arti-

cles in the newsletters.  Many thanks to them all.  Their 

contribution to promoting safe operations while NOT 

being the fun police and ramp checkers is widely appre-

ciated. 

 

Every time we get together for a function requiring food, 

like a Christmas party or a workday or Stargazing night, 

we rely on volunteers to make it happen.  Over the past 

year or so, we’ve been lucky to have the Lalors (Karen 

seems to be in charge, while Steve wisely does what he’s 

told) manage this important part of our social activities.  

And they couldn’t have fed the multitudes without the 

further help of others in the kitchen and clubhouse.  No-

body ever seems to go hungry at an SAC function.  

Thanks to all who organised functions and volunteered 

with help to make them happen, your names too numer-

ous to mention. 

 

Thanks also to volunteers like Bill Leighton who did lots 

of work in refreshing the clubhouse, and Glenn Butts-

worth who keeps the grass runway trim and terrific.  

These standout contributions are what the club is built 

upon. 

 

I can’t let the opportunity pass to mention the massive 

importance of keeping the club both compliant with all 

the rules and regulations which are around, and remain-

Words  from  the  President (cont.) 
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A year has passed since I became secretary and another 

committee has been elected……..well I should say ap-

pointed as there were nine nominations and nine vacan-

cies so a ballot was not required.  Doug Stickland did 

not nominate for committee this year and Tim Causer 

withdrew his nomination due to work restraints.  The 

remainder of the committee offered themselves again 

and additionally Don Harvie and Errol Pillemer nomi-

nated.  Don is not new to the committee but Errol is a 

“new boy” (to use his own words).  Both are welcome 

and I look forward to working closely and fruitfully 

with them. 

The committee now is:- 

Bret Cavanagh . . President 

Jock Anderson . . Secretary 

Diane Brookes . . Treasurer 

Dave Rittie . . Member 

Richard Thompson . Member 

Phil Ayrton . . Member 

Don Harvie . . Member 

Matthew Grey . . Member 

Errol Pillemer . . Member 

 

I attended a seminar on Incorporated Associations on 27 

March 2015 by invitation from the Department of Fair 

Trading. The Meeting was held in the Western Suburbs 

Leagues Club and there were about 50-70 attendees 

from Incorporated Associations around NSW. 

 

Some of the points made are of interest:- 

1. The Model Constitution is just that - a model. 

We can change it to suit our own circumstances as long 

as we still comply with the law.   

2. Once made we must 

comply with both our con-

stitution and the legisla-

tion. 

 

3. The constitution must 

include all 16 points in the 

Departments Fact Sheet.  

If a paragraph were miss-

ing         from a constitu-

tion and some action had 

to be taken in relation to 

events in that point it 

would be replaced by the relevant paragraph in the model 

constitution. 

 

4. We must keep four Registers and they must be availa-

ble for inspection by reasonable appointment. 

Register of Committee Members. 

Register of Authorised Signatories. 

 Register of Disclosure of Interest. 

 Register of Executive members. 

 

5. The Certificate of Incorporation should be available 

for inspection in the office. 

 

6. At an Annual General Meeting voting by proxy or by 

post are NOT permitted.  This is legislated and cannot be 

changed by the constitution.  Some forms of electronic 

voting (such as by videoconference) are allowed if per-

mitted by the constitution.  Ours has no such allowance. 

 

7. Proxy voting or postal voting is permitted at special 

General Meetings provided it is permitted by the         

From  the  Secretary’s  Desk 

ing in good working relationships with all those organi-

sations and our neighbours.  It seems to me that we do 

OK with these things, but we must keep putting in the 

effort to maintain and improve both compliance and re-

lationships.  To this end, as a club we maintain regular 

contact with Crown Lands Department, Rural Fire Ser-

vice, National Parks, Wollondilly Council, Tharawal 

Aboriginal Land Council, as well as neighbours in the 

Wedderburn area.  As individual members, you too can 

help here, especially by ensuring your hangars are fully 

compliant, and by following the Fly Neighbourly ar-

rangements which SAC promote.  Every time we fly, 

somebody notices.  We are on display all the time, so 

please remember this every time you fly! 

 

The year carried a number of sad events too.  We lost 

two members in close proximity, Sy Allsep to a vicious 

cancer, and Robert Greig in a flying accident.  Our con-

dolences to both of the extended families.  Despite the 

sadness around both losses, I was really encouraged by 

the way members acted to help in many ways, both 

around and outside the club.  We are a community of 

aviators, and I watched us pull together in adversity, 

with the turnout of members to each of the funerals tes-

tament to how well both Robert and Sy were known and 

loved. 

 

Finally, our great appreciation for our caretakers Rou 

and Dawn.  Rou is simply fantastic in keeping his eye 

on everything happening around the airfield.  From 

what I can work out, NOTHING gets past him!  He 

does all that is asked and required of him every day.  

But he doesn’t stop there, and does many many more 

things that he isn’t required to do as caretaker, all for 

the benefit of the club and members.  And Dawn does 

her best to keep Rou under control, clearly an almost 

impossible task!  We truly cannot thank Rou and Dawn 

enough for all they do around the place.  

 

Bret Cavanagh 

22 March 2015 
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constitution.  (Special General Meetings are defined as 

any meeting other than an Annual General Meeting. 

(They are variously known as “special, ordinary or 

extraordinary”).  Any General Meeting of NSWSAC 

that is not an Annual General Meeting has been known 

as a General Meeting.  The business conducted at them 

is different.    

8. Election of Office Bearers can only occur at Annual 

General Meetings.  

You will recognise from points 6,7 and 8 that election 

of office bearers and committee cannot benefit (or suf-

fer) from postal votes or proxy votes.  In order to vote 

for anyone for committee you will have to attend the 

Annual General Meetings.  As our constitution does 

not allow proxy voting at any meeting, this means that 

the only absentee votes allowed in SAC will be postal 

voting at General Meetings in occasional circumstanc-

es where the committee specifies a motion, such as a 

motion to change our name. 

 

Kindly note, these regulations were not made by me 

nor by the committee.  They are the LAW. 

So there! 

Page 6 
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I am going to have to start the registers as nobody can find 

them.  The search for the Certificate of Incorporation was 

more interesting.  Margaret Nightingale had not heard of it 

and even Margaret Adams could not recollect seeing it.  

So I had a look in the old files CORRESPONDENCE 

OUT and the first page that the file fell open at was a letter 

from Richard Charteris, Secretary NSWSAC to me Jock 

Anderson Secretary NSW Branch SAAA dated January 

1985.  No surprises it was asking for money.  (Only kid-

ding). 

 

So then I went to CORRESPONDENCE IN and hallelu-

jah, here it was……..our Certificate of Incorporation on 

Change of Name was the first item in the file.   We initial-

ly incorporated on 6th January 1959 as the Ultralight Asso-

ciation of Australia (NSW Division) and changed our 

name to New South Wales Sport Aircraft Club on 13th No-

vember 1978. I will have it framed and hang it in the of-

fice. 

 

I am writing this on Easter Friday so I will wish y’all ha 

safe and pleasant Easter. 

 

Fly Safe! 

 

Jock Anderson  

Over the last decade or so there has been a change in the 

Sydney region for light sport aircraft enthusiasts.  Our 

beautiful facility here at Wedderburn has become the 

most important facility in the Sydney basin for the light-

er end of GA, in my opinion.  We have lost Schofields 

and Hoxton Park, and Camden is slated for development 

and rents have been tripled there since privatisation. 

Warnervale has been sold I understand, and it seems 

obvious Matt Hall doesn't want visitors at Aeropelican.   

Dare I say it but Bankstown has become an industrial 

estate with runways and has been priced out of reach, 

Wollongong has lost the Aviators Lounge and hang-

arage there is full, so the NSW Sport Aircraft Club is 

now the proud operator of a pristine, highly sought after 

facility for our kind of fliers. 

 

The problem we have is that there are enthusiastic mem-

bers with airworthy aircraft who want to fly them regu-

larly and hangar them safely between flights, and most 

of our hangar sites are occupied. Hangars do come onto 

the market from time to time, let's face it, every hangar 

owner is going to have to sell at some stage, no one is 

getting any younger, but there is another problem that 

we all may be able to provide help with.  There are a 

number of hangars that I have never seen open.  I have 

been a member for twenty years or so and I can think of 

a number of hangars that I have not seen in any kind of 

aviation use in that time.  I think we should try to identi-

fy some of those hangars, make contact with the listed 

owner and see what is really happening with these hang-

ars.  Perhaps we can entice some of these onto the mar-

ket so they can be put to better use by those with a genu-

ine need and genuine desire to fly and use our wonderful 

facility for what is was intended for, rather than for 

cheap storage as some may have been. 

 

I think it is also fair to say that in the light of this the 

committee is now looking much more closely at requests 

to transfer hangar licence agreements, in particular 

where a hangar sale may lead to a member owning 2 

hangars.  The past performance of the requesting mem-

ber will be looked at closely, not only how they have 

What’s in that Hangar? 

From  the  Secretary’s  Desk (cont.) 
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In  the  case  of  an  EMERGENCY 

behaved as a member over the years, how they have 

contributed to club activities but also the validity of that 

request with regard to their actual need for the space, 

how many aircraft do they actually own, are those air-

craft airworthy with a valid C of A and a Maintenance 

Release, is it an amateur built project that is likely to fly 

in the foreseeable future, are they licensed with a cur-

rent medical and likely to use the hangar for what they 

sign up for in the Hangar Licence Agreement. 

So the point of all this is to let members know that given 

our current status in the Sydney area, and given the 

pressure on us for hangar facilities the committee will 

be working hard to free up hangars for valid flying use, 

will be trying to make them more readily available to 

where the real and genuine demand is, with real and 

genuine flyers with a real and genuine need. 

 

Phil Ayrton 

You have, no doubt, heard our Clubhouse siren. It is normally used to let us all know that lunch is being 

served on our Social Workdays. However, not many people are aware how to operate the device, or where 

the switch is located. 
 

The picture above shows  Diane Brookes operating the siren. She is standing on the Clubhouse balcony, 

just to the side of the balcony door. 
 

If there is any kind of emergency, be it a fire, a crash, or somebody having a medical emergency, sounding 

the siren is an excellent way to attract the attention of anyone currently on the airfield. 
 

Please sound the siren if there is an emergency, and respond appropriately if you hear it whilst at the air-

field. 
 

Ed 



 

 

The Frenetically Fickle Finger of Fate Fly-in at Farcombe Hall, 8th March 

SAC 15-04 

Page 8 

Every year, (and at about the same time of each year) 

our member, Rick Harper and his wife, Wendy, invite us 

and others to attend a fly-in at their property and private 

airstrip which is situated very near to Old Bar. 

 

The property has been named by Rick as Farcombe Hall 

(careful how you say it!) and the fly-in has been affec-

tionately named the “Frenetically Fickle Finger of Fate 

Fly-in at Farcombe Hall”. 

 

Rick and Wendy’s two storey residence (which they 

completed only a short time ago) has been named 

Farcombe Manor, which is occupied by Lord and Lady 

Farcombe (Rick and Wendy). This couple obviously 

have a great sense of humour! The manor is located be-

side the runway, and the balcony makes a splendid view-

ing platform for aircraft arriving and departing. 

 

The fly-in happened on Sunday, 8th March and was at-

tended by 17 SAC members in seven aircraft, along 

with other visitors from various airports.  

 

The Harpers put on a BBQ which everyone enjoyed, but 

the most interesting part of the day was the number and 

variety of aircraft in attendance. Some of the highlights 

of the day included a quick visit from a Morgan Sierra 

(or was it a Cheetah?) where the pilot showed us the 

capability of himself and the aircraft, and the visit from 

a beautifully restored Tiger Moth which dropped in 

from the Newcastle Aero Club to everyone’s delight. 

 

There was a bit of drama when a visiting aircraft lost 

control on landing when a 

main undercarriage wheel 

broke damaging the aircraft, 

and also causing some minor 

damage to another visiting 

aircraft. Neither aircraft were 

from SAC. 

 

Another spectacle was the 

take-off of Richard’s Twin 

Commander. It sounded very 

loud to all of the spectators 

who were all on the Manor’s 

balcony close by. 

 

The manor’s balcony makes a splendid viewing platform overlooking the runway 

The Cessna Cardinal and the Glasair Sportsman from Wedderburn 
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As far as we are aware the following SAC members 

attended the F.F.F. of F.Fi at F.H: Lynne and Tim 

Causer, Bret Cavanagh, Kevin Hayden, Peter Hodgens, 

Vic and Jay Laybutt and Alice Collett, Phil Laycock, 

Peter Lightbown, Chris Noy, John Onrust, David Rit-

tie, Dave and Alex Thomas, Richard Thompson, and 

of course, Rick and Wendy Harper. The SAC aircraft 

in attendance were a Glasair Sportsman, a Twin Com-

mander, a Cessna Cardinal, two Jabirus, a Sling and a 

Sonex. 

 

Thanks for having us, Wick ‘n’ Wen. Please invite us 

again soon. 
 

David Rittie 

Top left and right: A beautifully restored Tiger Moth arrived from Luskintyre. 

Above: The Sportsman departs with Chris Noy, Kevin Haydon and Peter Hodgens on board. 

Below: Richard Thompson with his twin Commander just before his spectacular departure. 
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Remembering Sy Allsep  

Remembering Robert Greig 

Sy Allsep and his team of aircraft enthusiasts had spent many of their 

leisure hours working with Sy restoring and maintaining the Twin Pio-

neer and the Beaver. “Team Wedderburn”, as they called themselves, 

decided after Sy’s death to take a slow roll down Runway 35 and back 

up the main taxiway in the Beaver, in memory of their departed leader. 

 

Peter Reardon controlled the aircraft from the co - pilot’s (R/H) seat, 

leaving the pilot’s left hand seat empty, in memory of Sy. His flying cap 

and radio headset lay on the empty seat, with the seatbelt fastened. 

 

Peter sent in the following message: 

“Thank you for joining in with us on what was a pretty emotional roll 

down the runway one more time – but without our mate and captain in 

the LHS. 

While it can never be the same without Sy, we now have to continue and 

build on his dreams and aspirations as best we can, and in Sy’s hon-

our.” 
 

Thanks Peter       Ed 

Left: Sy’s empty seat during the memorial ride. Below left: Sy’s 

“Team Wedderburn”. Below right: The Beaver with Peter Reardon 

in the co - pilot’s seat, and with the Captain’s L/H seat vacant. 
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Ian Harvie reports on the AAAA  National Fly-In Echuca  27-29 March 2015 
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Every year there is a gathering I cannot miss. 

 

This year the AAAA National fly in was held at Echuca. 

Weather looked good but with a head wind promised for 

the trip down. 

 

I left at about 0830 on the Friday and stopped at Wagga 

for lunch. Yes, it took three and a half hours with the 

head wind. Shortly after, Maurie Evans arrived in his 

Stinson with Don Harvie. Maurie reported a generator 

failure so to save the battery for the radio I propped him. 

Yes, there is a trick to propping a six cylinder. 

 

Next leg to Echuca was less head wind, but five miles 

out of Echuca my tachometer failed. OK, two fingers 

from the panel is cruise setting for the throttle. 

 

Aircraft poured in for the rest of the day. Wed-

derburnian, Mal McAulay, was busy directing 

arriving aircraft to the parking area and other 

SAC members that arrived were Peter Scott, 

Maurie Evans with Don Harvie, Clive and Diane 

Brookes, and Clin Ashton-Martin with Barbara 

Pearce. 

 

Echuca is a great setting with lots to do if you 

ever tire of looking at aircraft. The Echuca Aero 

club are great hosts, and it’s been decided that 

Echuca will be the venue for the next three years. 

 

It is obvious that it's getting harder and harder to win a 

prize. There are some incredible aircraft being imported 

and the standard is very high. To uphold the honour of 

Wedderburn, Peter Scott won “Best in Category: YAK 

and Nanchang”, and a good Aussie Winjeel won Grand 

Champion. 

 

The flight back was a delight, clear weather and a slight 

tailwind. Time down for the Chief, 5 hours 50 minutes, 

back was 4 hours. 

 

Ian Harvie 

 

 

Thanks for the story and the photos, Ian.       Ed 

 

Top: Ian Harvie and Clive Brookes standing in front of the Robert Kemmis Stinson. Photo is from Diane Brookes. 

Above left: Ian Harvie’s Aeronca Chief. Above right: Maurie Evans flew his Stinson to Echuca with Don Harvie. 

Below: Peter Scott’s YAK 52 affectionately named CRACK-A-YAK wins “Best in Category: YAK and Nan-

chang” at the Echuca AAAA Fly-in. Congratulations Peter. 



 

 

Dear Members, 

 

As I commence writing this contribution to the Newslet-

ter, I reflect on the first 3 months with a note of sadness 

in the passing of two of the Club's popular and long 

standing members namely SY ALLSEP, and ROBERT 

GREIG. 

 

Given the close proximity of our residence to Sy's hang-

ar, we often saw Sy working on his beloved Twin Pin 

with Team Wedderburn, and this is our memory of Sy 

and his presence is very much missed here. 

 

Likewise Robert was often in the Clubhouse having 

lunch with his mates and zipping around on his little 

scooter. On the day of Robert's accident, he phoned 

Dawn and me to ask us if we would be going to the Ap-

pin Pub for 'Tight Arse Tuesday' ($10 meals). Sadly we 

were not going that night. Since that time the table has 

still been reserved in Robert's name, so his absence is 

noted each week, and his cheery chatter is always 

missed. 

 

MEMBERS  -  NOTE The new Napper Airfield sign at 

the main entrance, organised and erected by Rachel and 

Jim Lumb (with help from son James). Despite Jim be-

ing unwell and receiving treatment, they were deter-

mined to get this important project completed. A great 

job well done. Congratulations all!! 

 

WORK DAY FEBRUARY. 

Unfortunately because of inclement weather the work 

day was rained out, however a couple of jobs went 

ahead. Whipper snipping and general tidying was car-

ried out under the trees at the end of M row, Errol Pil-

lemer, Tim Walmsley, Rod Holzwart and Malcolm 

Donaldson did a fine job in this area and it can now be 

mowed. Overhanging branches along the road were 

trimmed by Ian Harvie, Don Harvie and Srini Subrama-

nian and limbs carted away to be burned.  Another great 

spread from Karen and Steve Lalor for lunch - Chinese 

New Year inspired Asian cooking!! - delicious - plus 

mango desserts. (Rouen made a pig of himself). 

 

SAAA COUNCIL MEETING 

This was held in the Clubhouse weekend of the 7/8 

March with approx 40 attending.  This was organised by 

Club members Eddie Seve, Alan Aaron, Gary Weeks 

and Martin Ongley, not forgetting Ann-Marie Seve and 

Shareen Aaron. Thank you for the invite to the BBQ tea, 

most enjoyable with pleasant company. 

 

BLACKHAWK DOWN!!! 

On Thursday 12 March we had a visit from an Army 

Blackhawk, apparently with rotor problems and warning 

lights on. John (Pilot) and Olga (Radio Ops). Repair 

crew summoned from Holsworthy and transit van with 8 

guys duly arrived by the southern road!!! All crew were 

offered the use of the Clubhouse and facilities while re-

pairs were carried out. About 6pm the test run began for 

30 mins followed by 30 mins of hover. By this time 

darkness beat them and another Blackhawk arrived with 

2 crews equipped with night vision goggles. Blackhawks 
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ROO’S NEWS 
 

A few words from our caretakers, Dawn and Rouen Andrews 

Rouen and Dawn 

This is the note left by the Blackhawk guys 
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Hangar space is required to accommodate 
 

Moonie 201 
 

Low wing,   36ft Wingspan 
 

Belonging to Victor Rimkus. 
 

Can you help?  If so please contact Victor on 

0411 405 333 

Hangar  Space  (desperately)  Required 

departed 9pm and repair crew at 9.30pm this time by the 

northern gate!! All great folk and it was good to able to be 

of assistance. 
 

WASTE OIL TANK 

We have just cleaned the area around the waste oil tank - there 

were 12 x 20 litre drums dumped by this facility.  All waste oil 

should be emptied into the tank (or failing that into the 44 gal 

drum sitting beside it). 20 litre drums are just too heavy to lift 

and pour into the tank, and in future it would be appreciated if 

members unable to dispose of the oil would ring the caretaker 

and ask for assistance. Only fill 20 litre containers half full 

PLEASE. 

 

ALL OILS AIN'T OILS. REMINDER; YOU CAN BUY 

YOUR AEROSHELL AVIATION OILS FROM THE CARE-

TAKER. 

We stock AEROSHELL 100 (Mineral oil); W100 and W100 

Plus Anti Dispersant oils. For Rotax engines we stock SPORT 

PLUS 4. And also15W50 Multigrade Oil. Now also available is 

Aeroshell No 41 Hydraulic Fluid, and also Brake Fluid for Jab-

irus. - All can be charged to your Fuel Account. 

 

HEALTH WATCH 

Some of our members have not been in top form lately. 

 

Russell Johnston - was the victim of a hit and run at Brad-

bury in January and has been struggling to get around of 

late. 

 

Jim Lumb - has been diagnosed with Mesothelioma and is 

undergoing aggressive treatment at present. This results 

from his stint in the Navy 40 years ago. I am sure he 

would love to hear from his mates at Wedderburn. 

 

Chris Gallagher - John 's better half, Chris,  is recovering 

from her radical surgery and has a long road ahead to 

recovery. We send our love and best wishes to Chris. 

 

Bruce Cunningham - Bruce has had one or two setbacks 

but will not slow down. Take it easy Bruce! 

 

Paul McGuire - has been hospitalised recently, but is on 

the mend now, Members who have been unable to con-

tact Paul should now find him back in circulation. Take 

care Paul. 

 

Keep an eye out for the older members around the Club 

in the event that they should need some assistance. 

 

CLUB AGM 

This has been run and won and a new committee sworn 

in! Two changes - Tim Causer and Doug Stickland 

stood down and were replaced by Don Harvie and Errol 

Pillemer. Thank you to Tim and Doug for all their ef-

forts on behalf of the members and from us personally 

for your help and assistance at all times.  By my count 

we have 5 Aussies, 1 Scot and 3 South Africans, and 

please note - NO KIWIS! 

 

Our personal thanks to all those who have helped us 

around the Clubhouse: Arman-

do Papallo - hedge trimming; 

Nick Vass - toilet repairs; Tim 

Walmsley - mowing and whip-

per snipping; Errol Pillemer - 

replacing window sash cord.  

Thank you guys for your help. 

 

Dawn and Rouen Andrews 

0425 380 964 

 

Hangar space is required to accommodate 
 

BRM Bristell 
 

Low wing,   30ft Wingspan 
 

Belonging to George Kowalski. 
 

Can you help? If so please contact George on 

0407 416 520 



 

 

* * Aircraft  and  Hangars  For   Sale * * 
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Glasair 2SH FT 
 

1100 TT, 150 kts cruise, O320 E2D 150 HP 
 

Hendrickson cruise prop & new spare metal Sensenich prop. 
 

Full TSO’d IFR panel incls Garmin 300xl GPS/Com. and 

SL30 Nav/Com, pitot heat etc. New battery, spare alt & start-

er. 
  

Always hangared & LAME maintained. 
 

$80,000 

Phone  0405 354 452 

Rachel  Lumb’s  Glassair 

 

Jabiru J230-D  24-5490 

Factory built 2008, Airframe & engine 94 hours, Maintained 

every 25hrs, Nil accidents. 

Analogue instruments, Icom IC-200 radio, Garmin GTX-

320a transponder, Booster seats, Sensenich prop, Garmin 295 

GPS. 

Always hangared and runs great. 
 

$85,000 
 

Contact Kevin: 02 4283 2671 or 0408 427 458 Email: 

kaybee@exemail.com.au 

Kevin Brodie’s Jabiru J230 



 

 

  

Cessna 150G“Texas Taildragger” 
 

ETR 1325.    ADF,  Transponder. 
 

$36,000 + GST 
 

Temora NSW 
 

0429 021 097  or  02 6976 4280 
 

Further details on application 

Clin Ashton Martin’s  “Texas  Taildragger” 

Bob Phillips is selling his 
 

ZENITH 2+2 
 

Cruise 110Kts, Range 900Nm, Stall 48Kts, Fresh 100 hourly 
 

Lycoming O-320, TT 34 hours. 
 

All oleo undercarriage 
 

$38,000 ONO 
 

Contact Bob on 6495 9251  or  boboshkosh@yahoo.com 

 

Reluctantly selling my Jabiru 2200 powered Tipsy Nipper. 

 

Airframe 729 Hrs since rebuild, Engine 53 hours since 

new. Hangared at Wedderburn. 

 

$17,500 
 

Call Roy on 

0404 756 407 

or 

02 4294 3900 

ZENITH   2 + 2 

Roy Docherty’s TIPSY NIPPER            Slingsby T66 Single Seater. 

Michael Sladek’s  Jabiru  J230 
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2010 Model Jabiru J230-D 
 

Only 129 Hrs total, always maintained every 25 hrs 

 

Dynon FlightDEK-D180 EFIS, Leather seats, 

ATR500 Radio, Microair Transponder 

 

$77,000.00        (Negotiable of course!) 

 

Contact Michael Sladek    0418 111 787  



 

 

The area circled in red above is a 

sensitive area on the southern side of 

Victoria Road. This area should be 

avoided wherever possible, to help 

maintain our good relationship with 

the local Wedderburn community. 


