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The N.S.W. Sport Aircraft Club 

Newsletter 

Visit our website:- www.wedderburnairstrip.com.au 
and see this whole Newsletter in full colour 

OCTOBER  -  NOVEMBER 2008 

Contact your Newsletter Editor at 

david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

 

YWBN CTAF 122.55MHz 

Area Frequency 124.55MHz 

Latitude  34  11.2S 

Longitude   150  48.3E 

 

ABN  57784 250667  ACN Y2094624 

Address PO Box 450 

  CAMPBELLTOWN    NSW    2560 

Phone  (Caretaker) 0425 380 964 

ABOVE: Many of the Club’s foundation members, along with past and current members (over 80 in all) 
attended the party on 27th September to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the signing of the airfield lease. 

BELOW: The old Swimming Pool Tank is drained prior to being demolished at the last Social Workday, 
and a beautifully restored Corby Starlet, as seen at the last SAAA BBQ at Hoxton Park on 28th September 
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Need some exotic plants, or want some peaches or other stone fruit?  You can choose 

from a wide selection near the airfield, just around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLAND’S  Fruit, Nursery and Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234  or  0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

David Rittie (President) 0407 890 791 david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

Margaret Nightingale (Secretary) 0425 380 966 fireweed@netspace.net.au 

Tara Stevermuer (Treasurer) 0425 380 967 stevermuer@uow.edu.au 

Bret Cavanagh  0407 344 795 bret@cavanagh.id.au 

John Duncan 0404 360 489 jodunca@gmail.com 

Matthew Gray 0411 505 521 weemelah@optusnet.com.au 

Nash Pilling 0418 208 085 npilling@bigpond.net.au 

Gordon Steer 9521 4241 steerpg@bigpond.com 

Committee  (group e-mail) - sac-committee@cavanagh.id.au 

Caretaker 0425 380 964 N/A 

Vic Laybutt 0414 734 540 vic.l@optusnet.com.au 
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ABOVE: The clubhouse flag flies at half mast whilst Jimmy Forrest’s ashes are scattered. BELOW: Two 
tables, made from Silky Oak by Jimmy Forrest, and Vic takes off in the Cardinal to scatter Jim’s ashes. 

Farewell  to  Jimmy  Forrest 
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Welcome to  the  October/

November 2008 edition of your 
Newsletter. 
 
The big current news items are the 
sealing of the runway, the party 
which celebrated the 30th anniver-
sary of the signing of the original 
airfield lease, and the upcoming 
Open Day. 
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Margaret Adams has written a 
good description of the 30th 
Birthday Party in “Bird Talk” 
starting on Page 6, with lots of 

Hi there. 
 
There’s lots happening and lots of things planned 
concerning airfield infrastructure and also social and 
flying events. The highlights are: 
 
Runway 

The current major point of interest is the runway. As 
you read this Newsletter the preparation for the seal-
ing of the runway is completed and the sealing proc-
ess will have begun. There are about 1500 tonnes of 
road base laid down, trimmed and compacted, and 
ready for the seal. The northern end (threshold of 
Runway One–Seven) has been extended by 18 me-
ters, making the full length of the runway now 978 
meters. 
 
It should be said here that we are greatly indebted to a 
few people. We need to recognise the hard work put 
in by Sam Randazzo and Vic Laybutt. Sam has as-
sisted greatly with seeking and obtaining quotes, and 
with the running of the whole project, and has spent 
numerous hours supervising the work. 
 
Thanks to all those who decided to contribute some of 
their “hard earned” towards the hot mix runway sur-
face, which we all can enjoy. However, this would 
not have happened but for  Garth Bartlett (with help 
from Ceri, I suspect) who undertook the fund raising 
task by heading up the “Friends of the Runway”, so 
that we could all have the hot mix (gold plated) run-
way. 
 
As this Newsletter goes to print Garth is rounding up 
the remainder of these pledges, which will amount to 
over $55,000 when all pledges have been received. 
(Allow me to mention here that Steve Cohen was the 
first one to hand over his pledge money!) 
 
We are thankful for your patience during the times 
that the runway has been closed, but we feel certain 
that the result will be well worth the inconvenience 
suffered. 

Taxiways 

The next major project is the 
sealing of the northern hangar 
taxiways, followed by the main 
North-South taxiway. While we 
are at it, there will be repair 
work carried out on Taxiway 
A,B and Taxiway G,H. 
 
Newsflashes 

We are continually finding that some members are not re-
ceiving Newsflashes. If you are on the internet and are not 
receiving Newsflashes at least once a week please give us 
you email address so we can pass on to you all the latest 
information that flows from the Committee. 
  
Open  Day 

The biggest event of the year is drawing near again. John 
Duncan, with great assistance form Margaret Nightingale, 
is organising this year’s event. From what I have seen from 
the preliminary arrangements it is going to be as good as 
ever. Events will include a model aircraft flying display, a 
glider arrival and departure, an American sports cars drive 
past, hopefully a skydiving display, and almost definitely, 
a flying display by aerobatics champion and new member, 
Richard Wiltshire. 
 
There will also be a number of attractions on the ground, 
including the local Wedderburn Fire Brigade, Bankstown 
Aviation Museum, Citroen Car Club, novelty stores, food 
from the Lions Club of Camden, many of the club mem-
bers’ unique aircraft and very much more. 
 
Make sure you set November 9th aside for this special day. 
 
30th Birthday Party 

Over 80 people attended the airfield lease’s 30th birthday 
party. Present were many foundation members, current and 
past members. 
 
Ron Lalor, Bob Phillips, John Sutcliffe, Nash Pilling and 
Dorothy McSparron entertained the group with their 
memorable speeches, and a huge birthday cake topped off 

pictures on Page 12. There is news about 
the upcoming Open Day in the Secretary’s 
column on Page 4, and then there are 
some photos of the work going on with 
the runway which appear on Page 11. 
 

We hope you enjoy this edition of your 
Newsletter. 

David Rittie 

From  your  Editor 

Words from the President 

You can contact your Newsletter Editor at david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 
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etc. We would also appreciate it if 
you could be available to help if 
someone calls you to volunteer for 
a job. The more people that help 
the less time each person has to 
spend helping and the more every-
one can enjoy the day. 
 
Bob Peak will be running his “Fly 
Market” on the day. He is happy to 
sell any aviation related items that 
members have for sale with some 
commission going to the club. If 
members have such items, Bob and 

Pat will be in their hangar B3 on Saturday, 8th Novem-
ber for the collection of items and discussion of prices. 
 
All members are encouraged to display their aircraft in 
the roped off area of the aircraft parking area. It would 
be great if each aircraft has a brief description of its 
make, model and origins attached so the general public 
can learn a bit about the aircraft we have here. 
 
If you intend to fly your aircraft, can you please write 
out a brief description including the aircraft’s registra-
tion number as above and give it to the announcer on the 
clubhouse veranda. This will add interest to the flypasts. 

From the Secretary’s Desk 

Hullo everyone, 
 
Open Day 

As you know our Open Day is on Sun-
day 9th November this year. We have a 
lot to show off this year as we will have 
a sealed gold plated runway, sealed 
taxiways and nearly all the hangars in 
the northern development area are ei-
ther complete or under construction. 
 
We are hoping for a fine day on the 9th 
and hope that all members will bring 
their friends and family to support this 
special day.  We usually ask members to volunteer 
some time during the day to help with some of the fol-
lowing jobs: 
•collecting donations at the northern gate. 
•organising car parking 
•organising aircraft parking 
We also need some help setting up on Saturday 8th be-
fore the Goulding’s hangar party on Saturday night. If 
you can help with any of these jobs can you please 
either call 0425 380 966 or email me at  
fireweed@netspace.net.au and let me know what you 
can do and what time during the day you would be 
available, e.g. early morning, lunch time, afternoon 

Page 4 

the finger food served up by Grin-
ners Caterers. 
 
For me, it was an honour to mingle 
with foundation members who made 
this whole flying club possible. 
 
Jimmy Forrest’s Ashes 

Just after lunch at the last Social 
Workday, the ashes of deceased 
member, Jimmy Forrest, were scat-
tered over the airfield from Vic Lay-
butt’s Cessna Cardinal. The club-

house flag was reverently set at half-
mast during the short ceremony. 
 
Jimmy left two pieces of furniture 
behind that he made himself out of 
Silky Oak. They are two tables, both 
of which are pictured at the bottom 
of Page 2 of this Newsletter. If any-
one would like to have these two 
pieces you should register your name 
with Margaret Nightingale on 0425 
380 966. The new owners of the ta-
bles will be selected by ballot. 

Swimming Pool Tank 

The swimming pool tank was con-
ceived many years ago. It was a bril-
liant concept and an icon that served 
the club well for many years. 
 
Due, simply, to severe old age, the 
leaky old tank was retired some 
months ago, and was finally demol-
ished at the last workday. R.I.P. 
 
Please fly safe 

David Rittie  

Words from the President (cont.) 

it will be terrific to have more hangar space available 
in the coming year. If you need hangar space or have 
hangar space available please let me know so I can put 
you in touch with each other. 
 
Don’t forget the Defence Force Air Show in Nowra on 
26th October. Watch the newsflash for details about 
flying in if we can. 
 
Cheers 

Margaret Nightingale  

Northern Development Area 

Most hangar lessees in the northern area are busy 
building or have already completed their hangars. The 
next job after the taxiways and aprons are completed 
will be landscaping. Everyone will be thinking about 
and starting on soil preservation and stabilisation 
around their hangars and the Committee will be dis-
cussing septic systems and toilet blocks instead of run-
ways and taxiways. What joy! 
 
Its great to see all the action happening in that area and 
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Hi everyone, 
 
The weather is definitely warming up for some fan-
tastic spring flying, and we have plenty of flying 
events for you to choose from. Once our new run-
way is complete I hope to see you all out there put-
ting it through its paces. 
 

Runway pledges 

Thank you to those that have paid their pledges on 
time and to Garth Bartlett for coordinating this 
whole process. All members are indebted to you. 
Currently we have received money from 19 of the 
34 members that pledged it. In dollars, we have re-
ceived $30,148.55 of the promised $56,348.55. Can 
I please ask that those who pledged money and 
have not yet paid up PLEASE DO SO TODAY – 
remember, getting the gold plated runway was 
based on your pledge. If you will have difficulty 
honouring your pledge please contact Garth Bartlett 
ASAP. 
 
Runway is progressing 

At the time of writing this I am pleased to report 
that we are on schedule and on budget. More details 
next newsletter. 
 

Clubhouse mailbox 

I’m pleased to report that the club internal mailbox 
is working well, with some mem-
bers posting their cheques and/or 
other committee correspondence 
here (saves a stamp!). It is still lo-
cated next to the biscuits, but next 
social/work day it should be re-
located under the propeller. Here’s 

a thought - you can also use the 

internal mailbox to drop your con-

tributions and photos for future 

newsletters!! 
 

Do you need to bring diesel onto 

the airfield for your generator? 

As mentioned last 
newsletter, the commit-
tee is looking into get-
ting diesel delivered to 
the airfield as the club 
uses a fair amount to 
run its generators and 
machinery. We are in-
terested in hearing from 
club members who 
would be interested in 

purchasing diesel for their generators through the club. If 
you would be interested in purchasing diesel from the club 
please let me know. 
 
Buying your OIL from Wedderburn 

Currently oil can be purchased from SAC via 
our caretaker, Mike McCormick. However, I 
am hoping to find a better way to make oil 
available. Do you have any ideas? Please let 
me know. The following types of oils are avail-
able, all 1 quart (946 ml) in size: 0100 (straight 
100/redband), W100, W100 plus, 15W50. 
Please let me know if you regularly use another 
type of oil you would like the club to supply. 

Oil purchases are invoiced in the same manner as fuel pur-
chases. 
 
As always, don’t hesitate to contact me if you believe any 
statement you have received is in error. Also, if you have an 

email address and would like to be in-
cluded in club email notifications, please 
drop me a quick email and we’ll add you 
to the SAC email list. I look forward to 
seeing you all at upcoming club func-
tions…and to testing out the new run-
way!! 
 
Blue skies, 

Tara Stevermuer 

Page 5 Treasurer’s Report 

Bernie Stevermuer with Sebastian 

A’BESCO BLINDS kindly supplied and installed the blinds on the Clubhouse balcony   FREE OF CHARGE 
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Hi Everyone, 
At last we have farewelled the cold weather and can now enjoy the 
warmer months with Daylight Saving  .  .  and spend more hours at Wed-
derburn. 
 
Our WORK DAY held on Saturday 30th August proved to be another suc-
cessful day, for over 60 members arrived, jobs that Matthew had organ-
ised to be done and then the workers came in to enjoy a delicious Lunch 
of Vegetable Soup, followed by a selection of mixed Sandwiches and as-
sorted Cakes. 
 
I would like to thank the Ladies of the Social Committee who worked so hard in preparing the 
Luncheon for all present.  I am very lucky to have a wonderful group of Ladies who are keen to 
work for the Club and to have our new members’ wives and partners come along to join us is very 
encouraging and we will be pleased to see them whenever they can make it. 
 
We warmly welcomed Laura Cunningham, wife of our new member Bruce, who came along with 
a lovely slice she had made and which we all thoroughly enjoyed. Laura I “Thank” you for the 
slice and being with us to help on our Work Day.  It was also great to see Judy Krebs and Glenda 
George again after some months, both coming along to lend a hand. 
 
To all who bought tickets in the Raffle I “Thank” you. The lucky winner of 1st Prize of a $60.00 
Voucher for a meal at the Aviators Lounge, Albion Park was Greg Goulding and the 2nd Prize of a 
$25.00 Caltex Star Gift Voucher was won by Judy Krebs. Well done, Greg and Judy and enjoy 
your prizes. Remember all your contributions to the Raffles we hold are for the Social Committee 
to purchase a super new B.B.Q. 
 

SPECIAL EVENT – SATURDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER, 2008  - THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE SIGNING OF  SPECIAL LEASE 1977/1 ON 20TH SEPTEMBER, 1978 

What a fantastic afternoon we had with 39 invited foundation members, 4 Local residents who 
have always supported our Club for the past 30 years, mingling with 40 of our current members all 
together to enjoy our celebration of 30 years of the Signing of our Special Lease on 20th September 
1978. 
 
As you would have read in the last Newsletter I included an article written by Ron Lalor who was 
one of the signatories on the Special Lease and as we were celebrating 30 years of our 40 Year 
Lease it was important for all of our members to be reminded of how difficult times were for those 
members of the U.L.A.A. in the early 70’s and to eventually succeed with acquiring the Land at 
Wedderburn and to the signing of the lease was a job well done by all concerned. As we had many 
of our past President’s, Treasurer’s, Secretary’s, in attendance at our gathering, it was a wonderful 
opportunity to hear more stories from these past Executives and Committee members of the early 
Committees. 
 
A letter was read out from past member John Plummer (who was unable to attend) then Ron Lalor, 
Bob Phillips, John Sutcliffe, Nash Pilling, George Hennessy, Dorothy McSparron (speaking on be-
half of the SAC Ladies Auxiliary) and Alan Harding of the WRFS to our current President, David 
Rittie, all gave wonderful accounts of how we have progressed over the 30 years. 
 

Page 6 Bird  Talk 
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To those of us who have been with the Club from Day One it was just a wonderful opportunity to 
catch up with so many of our foundation members, some of whom we have not seen for a number 
of years and I know all who were present did enjoy their afternoon. 
 
I had placed out on two tables in the Clubhouse 4 Photo Albums, full of very early photos of Wed-
derburn, with many photos given to me by some of the foundation members who were with us, 
early Newsletters, many paper clippings and interesting articles. I was so happy to see so many of 
our friends looking at the old photos (with shocked faces when they saw themselves taken 30 years 
ago) and reading many of the papers.  I would like to “Thank” Peter Lean for bringing along some 
very early paperwork for us to look through and undoubtedly we will find many interesting stories 
to add to the collection. 
 
A special “Thank you” to Frank Luke and Frank Krassoi who were on duty at the Northern and 
Southern Gates to welcome our foundation members and unlock the gates for them. 
We were very happy to have the caterer’s, Grinners of Camden, serve finger food of Cocktail Pies, 
Fish Cocktails, Cocktail Quiches, Meatballs and Chicken Bites, for Afternoon Tea followed by a 
selection of Cakes served with Tea or Coffee. As usual they did an excellent job and best of all 
they did everything so it meant the Ladies had the afternoon off.   We had a very large Celebratory 
Cake and the honour of cutting this special cake went to our No 1. Member, Ron Lalor.  Well done 
Ron.  The cutting up into 80 pieces was a little difficult for me so I was very happy to have Ceri 
Bartlett come to the rescue, and our junior helper Lilli Harvie did a great job of serving the cake 
out to everyone. 
 
I would like to “Thank” David (the Boss) for being a great MC and also, along with Donald Har-
vie, spent a lot of time taking many important photos of all the happy visitors. It was a most memo-
rable day for our Club. 
 

A congratulatory message to our friend, Robyn Cavanagh, daughter of our Life Members 

Joyce and Steve Cavanagh. 

On Saturday 4th October, Robyn became Mrs. William Thomson. 
Robyn we are so happy for you and William and from your friends at the Sport Aircraft Club, who 
have known you for such a long time, we send you our Congratulations and very best wishes for a 
long and happy life together. 

 

Our next WORK DAY has been changed to SUNDAY, NOVEMBER  2ND 2008,  DUE TO 

THE ADF AIRSHOW AT NOWRA 

 
This will be a very important Work Day as we will need to have the Airfield looking spic and span 
for the Open Day on the following Sunday 9th November, so we would like to see many more of 
our members come along and join us. The Ladies will be cooking a lunch of B.B.Q. Sausages, Ris-
soles, Onions, with Bread Rolls and various Salads, plus a selection of cakes. REMEMBER this is 
a FREE LUNCH and we would like you all, on arrival in the Clubhouse, to make sure you place 
your name on the Lunch Only list so the Ladies have some idea of how many to cater for. See you 
all on the 2nd. By the way we will be holding a Raffle on the day. 
 

OPEN   DAY     OPEN   DAY     OPEN  DAY 

SUNDAY 9TH NOVEMBER, 2008   10.00 A.M. TO 4.00 P.M.  
Yes! OUR very important Open Day is only a few weeks away and already the Social Committee 

Page 7 Bird  Talk (cont.) 



 

SAC 08 10 

Hi. If you want to stage an event, or invite the Club to join you on a flying jaunt please talk to me. There are still 

vacant timeslots for 2008, and we need some events for 2009.           Bret Cavanagh 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS.  Put ‘em in your diary 
October 19 (Sunday) Sydney Basin Bash including a long afternoon lunch at  SAAA’s last Hoxton Park party. 
   Bring food for the party.  Briefing at 0900 Clubhouse.  [Contact: David Rittie] 
October 26 (Sunday) Australian Defence Force Air Show, Nowra. We believe we will shortly get permission to 
   fly in on the day. Further info on the Newsflashes [Contact: Margaret Nightingale] 
November 2 (Sunday) October’s Social Workday (free lunch)   [Contact: Matthew Gray] 
November 8 (Saturday) Fisher’s Ghost Fly-past    [Contact: John Duncan] 
November 8 (Saturday) Traditional Pre Open Day Party, 6 till late, in Greg Goulding’s Hangar N4. BYO stuff. 
November 9 (Sunday) ANNUAL OPEN DAY  (please assist if asked)  [Contact: John Duncan] 
 

AND  DON’T  MISS  OUT  .  .  .  .  NSW SAC  CHRISTMAS  PARTY and awards presentation gathering. 

December 14 (Sunday)    Albion Park Aviators Lounge, midday     [Contact: Robert Greig 0433 833 946 early] 

*    *    *    UPCOMING  FLYING  AND SOCIAL  EVENTS    *    *    * 

is busy organising their stalls. The chefs who make the always popular Tomato Relish together 
with various Jams have made a start to make sure we will have plenty to sell and we hope to have 
some delicious cakes   made by our experts to sell.  We have many lace coat hangers already made 
by Inez and together with other beautiful items to sell we should have a great display. 
 
The always popular Devonshire Teas will be on sale together with Coffee, Soft Drinks, Coca Cola, 
Fruit Juices, Water, Potato Chips and bags of mixed Lollies, so come along and support our stalls 
and remember to BRING YOUR MONEY WITH YOU. 
 
ALSO just a reminder that we have arranged for the Lions Club of Camden to once again do the 
Hot Food Catering for Lunch time and they always have a great selection of food to buy so please 
support them. All we need to do is pray for a fine weather for the 9th. 
 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO ALL MEMBERS: 

Over the past couple of months, The Caretakers and yours truly, on emptying our HONESTY TIN 
and BEER TIN have noticed that there must be some of our members NOT PAYING for their 
drinks.  The tally of our stock and what money we find in the two tins does NOT ADD UP.  I take 
time from my busy life to always make sure we have a supply of drinks for our members and when 

I am not able to shop Mike and Sue go shopping for 
the stock, all we ask is that you pay for whatever 
you take from the fridges. We set up having cool 
drinks available for our members many years ago 
BUT when we started to have shortages in the col-
lection of the money we had to put a chain around 
the BEER fridge and I don’t want to see this happen 

again.   REMEMBER TO HAVE MONEY WITH 
YOU WHEN SELECTING DRINKS FROM EI-

THER FRIDGE. 

PLEASE PAY FOR ALL DRINKS  

Thanks for your co-operation. 
 

   Cheers 

Margaret Adams 

Bird  Talk (cont.) Page 8 

Pat Crampton, George Hennessy and Alan 
Crampton looking at photo albums at the Air-
field Lease’s 30th Birthday party 
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Social / Work Day Activities 

Hello everyone, 
 
Nine months gone and only three left to go in what we 
have come to know as 2008 – heck, I have even seen 
Christmas decorations in the shops already ………
somebody slow this Merry-Go-Round down, I wanna 
get off for a while and stop my head from spinning. 
 
Well, here we are at what is almost the end of another 
work/social day year.  We have only one official work/
social day left for 2008 coming up on Sunday 2nd No-
vember. 
 
I have posted on the club site, the work/social day at-
tendee list for 2008, please be sure to have a quick look 
and check your attendance record.  Also, please be 
aware that these records are made up from the task 
sheets that you sign on the day, so if you have not 
signed the sheet, you will not be registered as having 
been there that day.  If you have any issues with the 
records, please send me an email and I will check it for 
you.  Likewise, if you wish to make up a few days, 
again, send me a quick email and I’ll organize some-
thing for you to do to ensure you meet the minimum 
required 3 attendance days for 2008, otherwise our 
treasurer is likely to send you a little something extra 
to pay at the start of 2009 when next years subs are 
due. So, avoid the extra expense and come and enjoy 
yourself on “these days” with your fellow members. 
You’re bound to have a good day of socializing regard-
less of the task you take on. 
 
Ok, with only one official day left, we’ll need to con-
centrate on two major areas as I see it. 
1. Fire Reduction, and 
2. Preparing the field for our Open Day 
 
So with this in mind, can all those who plan to attend 
the next work/social day please bring along tools or 
anything else that will assist in getting these tasks 
sorted.  As usual, I will place on the website the list of 
jobs around a week or so out from the day so everyone 
can prepare for what they might like to take part in. 
 
Lastly, it’s been a long time coming, but as I write this 
newsletter column work is already underway to put a 
fully sealed runway, along with taxiways, in place on 
our airfield.  It should be noted that this has been a 
long and arduous task for the committee, and a hand 
full of members to ensure we got value for money, and 
that what we’ll end up with is something that will go 
the distance of time.  There have been many ups and 
downs throughout the whole process and like any club 
of 200+ members, there were probably 200+ individual 
ideas on how to do it and what was best. 
 

I would just like to say that I think we all owe members 
like, Dave Rittie (our President), Vic Laybutt and of 
course Sam Randazzo a big thank you for putting the in-
credible amounts time and extra effort into bringing this 
project to a reality.  I think we also need to thank Garth 
for the work he has also put into to Up-Spec the runway 
through fund raising and inspiring members to rise to the 
occasion to put a little extra in to raise the end quality of 
the finish between the two acceleration strips. 
 
Ok, it’s a club with 200+ members and there are still go-
ing to be some out there who will continue to say we 
shouldn’t have spent all that money, or we shouldn’t have 
gone to the extent for coverage that we have (of which, I 
am probably one of them).  There are also some who just 
plainly think it should be dirt, or grass.  But, all that aside 
at the end of the day, we will have a fine surface to oper-
ate our aircraft from and to be proud of as a club. 
 
Moving forward, I think, anything we can do to make our 
club a better place for everyone, regardless of the specific 
project in question, will ultimately benefit all, both now 
and in the future. 
 
So, as we look back to how it all started some 30 years 
ago, where the club has come from, how its has trans-
formed over this period, and where it is going, lets take a 
moment to thank our founders (and long time members), 
and be glad they had the foresight to “take a chance” 
which has in turn, has given us the opportunity to grow 
and have the pleasures we now have, and in some way, 
take for granted.  Without their vision we would not be 
where we are today, a flying club made up of a number of 
members with different flying interests sharing the free-
doms that so many others will never get the opportunity to 
enjoy, (but not for that reason), but because we can! 
 
Happy 30th Birthday Wedderburn Airstrip, may you 
have many more. 
 
Kind Regards 

Matthew Gray 

Page 9 
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Championship Pointscore 

Wings  Away  

Due to a number of technical hitches, the Club Champi-
onship Pointscore has been a bit slow in coming.  How-
ever, the attendances have been noted and the scores 
eventually compiled. 
 
To date, the events included in the scoring are: 
 
Jaspers Brush fly-in  15 March 
Natfly RAAus   1 April weekend 
Albury Airshow attendance 6 April 
Albury Airshow display  6 April 
AAAA fly-in Temora  25 April 
Mudgee ‘sip bite and run’ 4 May 
Nowra Open Day  25 May 
Breakfast BBQ   15 June 
Winter Solstice BBQ  21 June 
Brunch    3 August 
 
Single points are awarded for attendance (which makes 
it almost too easy to participate), and, because we are 
an aircraft club, additional points are awarded for using 
an aircraft.  There are bonus points awarded at the dis-
cretion of the organiser and the pointscore bloke for 
noteworthy, interesting, unusual, or amusing actions 
associated with the event.  For example, there were a 
number of members who attempted to get to Natfly but 
were thwarted by weather.  They got a bonus point for 
trying (but missed out on a point for attendance). Mem-
bers and any of their friends are eligible to score points 
and participate in the friendly competition, however 
only a member can win the championship. 
 
So, there are 10 events listed, and if you arrived at all of 
them in some form of heavier-than-air-flying-machine, 

you would have 
managed to score 
yourself 20 points 
toward the cham-
pionship.  To 
date, our previous 
champion, David 
Rittie, has man-
aged to gather 15 
points from 8 
events.  (I think Dave has discovered the secret, if you 
attend, you have a good chance of winning). 
 
The top 11 (since there are equal points) are: 
 
David Rittie  8 events 15 points 
David Thomas  7 events 12 points 
John Lightbown  5 events 9 points 
Peter  Lightbown 5 events 9 points 
Gary  Malane  3 events 8 points 
Tim Causer  5 events 7 points 
Matthew Gray  4 events 7 points 
Robert Greig  5 events 7 points 
Lindsay Sinclair 3 events 7 points 
Bernie Stevermuer 4 events 6 points 
Jan Zytka  3 events 6 points 
 
In all, 117 people have at least one point on the 
pointscore. 49 people have 3 points or more. The detailed 
points list should be on the website if you are interested. 
 
Of course, if you think that you haven't been given points 
where they are due, email me and I'll sort it out. E & OE. 

  

Bret Cavanagh 
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AIRBORNE AVIATION  
is Australia’s first Cessna Pilot Centre 

• We offer professional pilot training, aircraft hire, joy flights, charter flights, and more. 

• We hope you will find all the information you require on our website: 

www.airborne-aviation.com.au/ 

 

Hangar G3 is for sale 
 

13.3 meters wide by  9.3 meters deep 
 

$38,000 
 

Contact Graham Turner on 
 

0400 190 117 or (02) 9449 6633 

Hangar for sale 
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CAMDEN  HIRE 

Caters for just about all equipment, construction, earthmoving 
and landscaping hire requirements. 

Big job or small, the staff at Camden Hire will help you pick 
the right tools for the job. 

Visit their website  -  www.camdenhire.com.au 

 

Page 11 Runway Works in Progress 

BELOW: Left, all of the road base is laid. Right, trimming and rolling of the road base in progress. 

ABOVE: Left, The road base begins to arrive and the work commences in earnest. Right, the threshold of 
Runway One-Seven is extended.  BELOW: Left, Sam Randazzo supervises the earthworks at the northern 

threshold. Right, Laying of the road base progresses  
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Page 12 Airfield Lease’s 30th Birthday Party 

TOP: Bob Phillips (left) and John Sutcliffe (right) addressed the gathering. ABOVE: Left, Ron Lalor cuts 
the 30th birthday cake. Right, the display of numerous photos taken in earlier days created lots of interest. 
BELOW: left to right, Frank and Inez Luke; Pam Power, Wendy and Bruce Nash; Kim Gatherer, Maria 
Phillips and Maryanne Krassoi. BOTTOM: Left to right, Keith Lyons and Randall Krebs; George 
Hennessy, Dave Thomas and Brian Mayer; Janice and Erhard Mahr, all enjoying the party atmosphere. 


