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All pilots & co-pilots attending the pre-flight briefing before the Victor One Fly-out 



Need some exotic plants? Why go to the big smoke, when you can choose from a big 
selection near the airfield, just around the corner in #7 Blackburn Road at  

HARLAND’S  NURSERY and Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234  or  0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Words from the President 3 
Ron Lalor . . Guest speaker 5 
Treasurer’s Report 6 
Workdays 7 
Bird Talk 8 
Wings Away  10 
2006 Flying Events 12 

Phil Ayrton’s RV4 Flies 14 
Snippets and Picture Parade 15&16 

Options for account payments 13 

NAME PHONE E-MAIL 

Peter Scott (President) 9605 1180 peter.scott@merial.com. 

Bret Cavanagh (Secretary) 0407 344 795 bret@cavanagh.id.au 

Tara Stevermuer (Treasurer) 0425 380 967 stevermuer@uow.edu.au 

Margaret Adams 9567 6522 mda@isp.net.au 

Ray Feneley 0416 226 912 rayfene@netscape.net 

Matthew Gray 0411 505 521 weemelah@optusnet.com.au 

David Rittie 0407 890 791 david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

Lindsay Sinclair 0425 380 966 redstars@unwired.com.au 

Bernie Stevermuer 0414 375 795 bs02@uow.edu.au 

Caretaker 0425 380 964 N/A 

A few of the attendees at the June Fly-in/Drive-in Brunch . . . Story Page 5 

All of our aircraft visiting Hoxton Park preparing for a (somewhat) co-ordinated departure 
for Victor One. Ami Gale’s RV4 also joined in the fun. . . . . Story Page 10 

Page 2 Committee Contacts 



Words from the President 

From your Editor 
Unfortunately the Goul-
burn trip was called off at 
the last minute due to bad 
local weather. It will be 
rescheduled to a later date. 
Sadly, due to lack of sup-
port the Caloundra trip is 
cancelled. 
 
Ron Lalor was our guest 
Speaker at the May Fly-in/
Drive-in Brunch hosted by 
our Ladies Auxiliary. Re-
port appears Pages 5 & 8. 
 
Please note that we are 
trying something new by 
holding the August Work-

day on SATURDAY!. 
Read all about it in the 
Workday Report on Page 
7, and about our next Guest 
Speaker on Page 13. 
 
BUT THERE’S  MORE! 
 
Read all about the building 
and first flight of Phil Ayr-
ton’s RV4 on Page 14. 
 
Thanks to those who have 
contributed pictures and 
articles for this issue, and 
to Matthew Gray - once 
again - for assisting with 
the coloured pages. 

If your lives take as much keeping 
up with as mine, you too will be 
amazed to find it is almost June, 
which is ¼ of the way through the 
Club year.  And to prove it, our first 
quarterly General Meeting looms on 
18 June.  Your Committee with four 
new office bearers is settling into its 
stride with generous acceptance of 
new portfolios.  The new-comers are 
already coming up to speed with the 
numerous projects.  Elsewhere in 
this newsletter you will see evidence 
of fresh activity, especially from 
Madam Treasurer, Tara Stevermuer, 
whose energy and innovation are 
bringing new ideas and processes to 
streamline the Club’s accounts and 
bookkeeping.  Socially, Lindsay and 
Maree Sinclair and Margaret Adams 
remain their indefatigable selves in 
organizing “fly-outs” and “at-home” 
functions.  These too you can read 

ute some pre-arranged service on 
other days). 
 
You will recall the proposal was that 
if just one of the three workdays was 
missed the charge would be the 
same as at present, that is $50.00.  If 
two of the three workdays were not 
attended, the proposal was that in 
addition to the $50.00 for the first, a 
levy of $150.00 would apply for the 
second.  For a third missed work-
day, applicable to members who 
choose not to contribute any volun-
tary labour to the Club’s manage-
ment, the charge would be a further 
$500.00, making the total payment 
of $700 in lieu of no workdays con-
tributed. 
 
The Committee felt that these pro-
posals were significantly different to 
the existing $50.00 per workday 

Welcome to the June/July 
edition of your Newsletter. 
 
Lindsay and Maree turned 
on some incredible 
weather for the Victor One 
trip last weekend, and 
added a stop-off at Hoxton 
Park just to add to the ad-
venture. 
 
Our Caretaker’s wife, Sue 
McCormick, joined us on 
the Victor One trip, and 
has written a description of 
the day from her point of 
view. Read it in Wings 
Away on Page 10 

about in this newsletter.  On the land 
purchase front, no milestones are 
reportable, but you should all be 
aware that John Macdonald, Chair-
man of the Wedderburn Community 
Association has been invited to at-
tend our Committee meetings as an 
observer.  In extending this invita-
tion, the Club wants to demonstrate 
to the Wedderburn community that 
there is no hidden agenda for use of 
the airfield beyond what has been its 
purpose since inauguration.  That is, 
we are the home for hobby aviation 
enthusiasts.   
 
 
Increased Workday Fee in-lieu 
In the last newsletter I floated, for 
your comment, some proposals to 
increase the levies to be charged to 
members who do not attend three of 
the five annual workdays (or contrib-
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You can contact your Newsletter Editor at david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

We hope you enjoy this 
issue of your Newsletter on 
which your Committee has 
worked so hard to produce.  
 
No headwinds 
 

David Rittie 

Your Editor hard at work 



levy to get you Members’ attention.  
Recall the motivation was that, un-
der the present fee structure, many 
members are choosing to pay 
$150.00 rather than contribute any 
workdays.  Not surprisingly, those 
generous members who give their 
time feel exploited.  This is a matter 
about which the Committee can 
make an executive decision under 
the provision of the Club rules.  But 
before doing that, the Committee 
was anxious to obtain the opinions 
of members. 
 
Well, your response was somewhat 
underwhelming.  We received letters 
from only three people.  Aside from 
Associate and Social members and 
members over 65 (none of whom 
are obligated to contribute to work-
days) there are in excess of 120 af-
fected members.  Only three took 
the trouble to write to the Commit-
tee.  Not surprisingly, all three were 
opposed to the proposed increase.  
But their reasons were largely self-
interest being that they had other 
competing commitments for their 
Sundays. One also said the commit-
tee ‘gleefully” grasped the proceeds 
of levies.  None commented on the 
opportunity to make a contribution 
at some other time. 
 
At the May Committee meeting, 
these comments and a few verbal 
grumbles that some Committee 
members received about resentment 
of being “forced” to attend work-
days were considered.  A modified 
proposal was agreed amongst the 
Committee, but it was also decided 
that this too would be put before the 
membership in the next newsletter.  
So here it is.  If we don’t receive 
significant objections or suggestions 
for alternatives this time, then this 
will be the new workday levy ar-
rangement.   
 
The levies for the first, second and 
third workday not attended will be 
respectively $50.00, $75.00 and 
$125.00.  Also, it was agreed that 
up to three of the five workday op-

portunities would be scheduled on a 
Saturday so that people with prior 
Sunday commitments have some 
flexibility.   
 
As previously, members are wel-
come to offer their services for par-
ticular tasks outside workdays.  For 
advance notice of such contributions, 
the Committee will grant workday 
credits.   
 
 
Relocation of the Fuel Bowser 
After close consultation with our 
fuel supplier, Skyfuel (proprietor 
Rob Mangan, one of our members) 
we have been offered a replacement 
fuel bowser that comes as a self-
contained unit with inbuilt power 
supply and bunding.  The unit uses 
solar panels to charge batteries and 
Rob advises that after lots of experi-
ence with these units they have been 
found to be very reliable.   
 
The Committee is in the process of 
deciding where the new unit should 
go.  The present site is unsuitable.  It 
is too close to the runway alignment 
to meet a desirable safety criterion.  
It is also on sloping ground which 
constitutes an aircraft roll away haz-
ard.  It’s also very close to the taxi-
way making it inconvenient because 
of narrow clearances, not to mention 
reducing safety.   
 
Objectives in relocating the bowser 
included ensuring the following cri-
teria. 
1. Maximum practical clearance 
from runways (including end, gradi-
ents, splays and side gradients) 
2. Sealed taxiway access 
3. Level ground 
4. All-weather access for the fuel 
truck 
5. Safe clearance from all buildings 
6. Safe clearance from trees and 
bush 
7. Comfortable clearance from 
taxiways 
Absence of flammable surroundings 
 
Opinions about what is the best site 

have proved to be varied and some-
times controversial.  Some want it 
located close to the planned cross 
runway.  (At least some such feel 
that the cross runway is a long way 
off, or highly unlikely and therefore 
contingency for it should be disre-
garded.)  Others want it moved east 
from its existing site.  This would 
still involve conflict with a roadway 
and require a significant amount of 
levelling to provide a safe apron.  
Maximal clearances from the han-
gars and the runway would require 
compromise and access would be 
via an uphill taxiway.  Another site 
considered was adjacent to the park-
ing area at the southern threshold, 
again limited by space between the 
runway and the hangars.  A further 
option under consideration is to the 
north of the large generator shed.  
This would require the construction 
of quite an amount of sealed taxi-
way.   
 
So these are some of the issues that 
your Committee is evaluating.  If 
you have opinions, then email one 
of the Committee.  Comments may 
be made face-to-face or by tele-
phone, but for clarity and the avail-
ability of a permanent written re-
cord, email (or a posted letter) is 
preferable. 
 
 
Capital Planning 
In 2004 I put in the newsletter a list 
of capital items that the Committee 
had in its forward plan seeking 
member comment on the relative 
priorities.  Your response was a 
deafening silence.  The fuel bowser 
proposal is another capital item for 
consideration.  Other major works 
include sealing the remainder of the 
runway, covering the drainage ditch 
to make it safe for off-runway ex-
cursions, sealing the main 17/35 
taxiway for its full length, sealing 
the taxiways to the new hangars and 
lastly, but probably greatest, pur-
chasing the freehold title to the air-
field in the event that the Crown 
agrees to our proposal.  I will put the 
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Ron Lalor tells us about his lifetime of flying  -  “a most interesting life” 

Sunday 21st May was the sec-
ond SAC fly-in/drive-in brunch 
with a guest speaker, which 
was well attended by club 
members and guests. 
 
Once again the Ladies Auxil-
iary put on a fantastic break-
fast. Our guest speaker on this 
occasion was our own Mem-
ber Number One, Ron Lalor. 
After a quick change to the PA 
system (thanks to Greg Ack-
man and Mobile One) the floor 
was handed to Ron. 
 
Over the next hour Ron recounted 
his flying experiences, starting 
with the time he first saw a plane at 
the ripe old age of four. His story 
of the disappearance of the dog 
that rested in the shade under the 
wing of the plane Ron and his 
mates built when the engine was 
first run saw laughs all around. 
Ron told of his time in Air League, 
and of his desire to join the Royal 
Australian Air Force – not even a 

broken arm or his parents could stop 
him. 
 
From his experiences during the war, of 
his training in the UK, his involvement 
in the homebuilt/ultralight movement, 23 
years on the AOPA committee and the 
establishment of Wedderburn airstrip, 
Ron told tales of all his experiences. The 
planes he “didn’t” see, to trips to Italy, 
near misses and more. One thing for cer-
tain is that Ron has had a most interest-

ing life, and I’m sure he has 
many more tales to tell. 
 
On behalf of SAC and every-
one present on Sunday I’d like 
to thank Ron for being our 
guest speaker, and for sharing 
his flying experiences with us. 
 
Again I’d like to take this op-
portunity to encourage you all 
to attend as many of the club 
events in 2006 that you can. 
Apart from being fun we 

wouldn’t want our guest speakers 
to think our club has no members! 
I look forward to seeing ALL OF 
YOU very soon at SAC club 
events. 
 
Cheers, 

Tara Stevermuer 

Thanks for your detailed report 
Tara, and let’s hope we get an even 
bigger roll-up for the next guest 
speaker. 

Ed 

 

CAMDEN  HIRE 
Caters for just about all equipment, construction, earthmoving 

and landscaping hire requirements. 
Big job or small, the staff at Camden Hire will help you pick 

the right tools for the job. 
 www.camdenhire.com.au 
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Ron Lalor addresses our members 

Newsletter article on the website and 
recommend those of you whose in-
terest is prompted by this small men-
tion to look at it there and give the 
Committee your feedback. 
 
 
Runway Maintenance 
Many of you will be aware that 
David Ecclestone, formerly our 
road-making expert (David is a civil 
engineer) has moved to Cumnock 
where he is developing a small part 
of his new rural home as a runway.  
As David is no longer a frequent 

visitor to Wedderburn, we needed 
alternative technical advice about 
maintaining the gravel part of the 
runway.  David and Bob Sproule 
(also a Club member, and with a 
lifetime of earthmoving experience) 
met to consult on the requirements 
of maintaining the runway.  As an 
outcome of this meeting, Bob agreed 
to examine the runway regularly and 
to report to the Committee on the 
needs for its maintenance.  David 
Rittie is the Committee member who 
will be the liaison point for Bob, so 
if you have concerns about the con-

dition of the runway you should 
make them known to David.  You 
can talk to any Committee member 
about your views on the runway, but 
again, it is recommended that they 
be by email or in writing, as verbal 
conversations are all too easy to for-
get or misinterpret. 
 
I look forward to seeing as many of 
you as possible at the General Meet-
ing on Sunday 18 June.  ‘Til then, 
fly safely. 
 

Peter Scott 



Hi again, 
 
Well my first two months as treas-
urer have really flown by. I’ve been 
kept busy with fuel invoicing, chas-
ing up outstanding monies, investi-
gating bank fees and charges, rein-
stating credit card facilities, organis-
ing payment of regular club bills 
online and generally getting to know 
the ropes. Here’s a quick summary 
of the past two months… 
 
Update on the budget: the most up 
to date budget is now available on 
the SAC website. A quick look and 
you will see that the club is in very 
good order. Our spending is on or 
under budget to date in most areas. 
The two exceptions to this are GST 
and special projects. GST is ex-
pected to finish on budget as we 
have to pay all our GST up front and 
spend the rest of the year recouping 
it. The work recently completed in 
the northern hangar development 
area accounts for the spending under 
special projects, and is under budget 
for the year. 
 
Fuel invoices: Does it feel like you 
have been inundated with fuel in-
voices recently? It is possible that 
you have been. Over the last couple 
of months I have been processing 
fuel purchases from late 2005 to the 
present. I’m really sorry if this has 
included you, however, the good 
news is that I am now up to date, 
with the most recent invoices sent 
out 19th May. From now on fuel in-
voices will be sent out each time 

SAC receives a dump of 
fuel, which typically is 
every four to six weeks. 
 
Outstanding monies: Al-
though I was disappointed 
that after the last newslet-
ter went out I still had to invoice 
some members with late fees, I am 
pleased to report that most members 
that had outstanding debts to the 
club two months ago have now paid. 
Unfortunately, the club’s committee 
will now be forced to take action 
against those who still have out-
standing debts. Over the next couple 
of months you may notice a change 
to the layout of your invoices as I 
work towards assisting members 
with more timely payment of ac-
counts. 
 
Reduced bank and merchant fees: 
I couldn’t believe how much the 
club was paying in merchant and 
bank fees when I first saw a Club 
bank statement. As such, I have 
spent some time investigating the 
type of bank accounts we have, how 
we get charged fees and what we as 
a club can do to reduce these fees. 
As a result of this review, the club 
should be giving 60% less money to 
the bank. 
 
By changing the type of bank ac-
count we are using I have been able 
to reduce the account keeping fee 
from $20 per month to $5.20 per 
quarter, a saving of $54.80 each 
quarter. Transaction fees for all 
kinds of credits and debits to this 
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The club’s beloved old Fergie has gone 
to greener pastures. With the money 
raised from this sale and a little more, 
we have been able to purchase a new-to-
us tractor. The new tractor will be a sub-
stantial upgrade to what we were used 
to. It has a four-in-one bucket and a 
more modern feel with roll-over bar and 
Work Cover approved safety features. 
We hope to have the new tractor online 
in the next couple of weeks. 
 

Please note, only those appropriately li-
censed are allowed to operate the tractor 
(i.e. front-end loader ticket). This restric-
tion is also applicable to all other machin-
ery on the airfield that requires a licence 
to operate. 
 
Should you find any problems with any 
machinery or equipment while on the air-
field please report immediately to either 
myself (0414 375 795 or 0425 380 967) 
or Mike the Caretaker (0425 380 964). 

Always Airborne 
Bernie Stevermuer 

Machinery and Equipment Update  -  The Fergie has been sold! 

account are 
reduced from 
90c per item 
to 25c per 
item, with the 
first 42 items 
each quarter 

being free. 
 
I have also been able to get credit 
card payments reinstated. These 
payments will be processed online, 
saving the club nearly 60% of the 
merchant fees we were previously 
paying. 
 
Credit cards and payment op-
tions: Please refer to my article 
“Options for payment of club ac-
counts” on Page 13. 
 
Online payment of bills: to expe-
dite payment of club bills and re-
duce associated costs, I have organ-
ised online payments via either 
BPAY or EFT for all regular club 
bills. Where possible, one-off bills 
will also be paid online. I have also 
been able to reduce the fees associ-
ated with writing cheques from 90c 
to 25c per cheque. 
 
As you can see, I have been busy. 
And there is plenty more to be done. 
Importantly, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me if you believe any in-
voice you have been sent is in error. 
Hope to see you all at a Club func-
tion soon… 
 
Blue skies 

Tara Stevermuer 



Hello Everyone, 
 
Well, by the time you receive this newsletter, we will 
have already chewed up five months of 2006 and now 
eating into the sixth – doesn’t time fly? 
 
I am pleased to report that the April Workday went very, 
very well.  We had a great turnout, and the old saying 
“many hands make light work” really came into play on 
the day, as nearly every task undertaken on the day was 
completed by lunchtime, so everyone had a chance to be 
social for the remainder of the day.  Thanks to everyone 
who took part and, for the record, we had around 60 of 
you out there getting amongst it. 
 
The trial of logging your name against the work activity 
and lunch attendance on the same form, for the most part 
seemed to work well, so we’ll keep that going.  Just a 
reminder for those who did not attend the work day in 
April, only sign the “Joining us for lunch only” sheet, if 
you are not taking park in the workday activities on the 
day and are only there for lunch, otherwise sign the ac-
tivity sheet and tick the lunch box.  

with out the 
need of sub-
contractors), 
is looked after 
by the mem-
bers in accor-
dance with the 
terms and 
conditions of 
membership. 
 
Now, having said all that, the recent talk about increas-
ing workday contributions for not attending the manda-
tory three days per year, has brought out a number of 
suggestions on how we can do things better and make it 
easier for members to meet their workday obligation.  
Along with some members having concern about not 
being able to turn up on Sundays, and although mem-
bers can take part in separate non workday activities to 
accrue the credit, has brought about a new line of think-
ing when it comes to work days and the activities un-
dertaken on those days.  So, for the month of August, 
we thought we might try putting a workday on a Satur-
day as a trial for that month only.  And as a part of that 
trial, the club will be giving all participants a free sau-
sage sizzle.  It is also hoped that the fact the workday 
happens on a Saturday, members might take the oppor-
tunity to use the period after lunch as a social occasion 
– i.e. the workday will only be happening from 9.00am 
to 1.00pm with the remainder of the afternoon/evening 
for socializing, flying or what every takes you interest 
 
Lastly, the next Workday is Sunday 25th June 2006. The 
Workday list is currently being compiled and will be on 
the website around a week prior.  Don’t forget that the 
Ladies Auxiliary Lunch is still only $5.00 and, bearing 
in mind it’s winter, I’m sure Margaret and the Ladies 
will have a delicious hot lunchtime treat for us all to 
enjoy. 
 

See you there 
Matthew Gray 

Workdays 

Workdays and workday activities have long been a bone 
of contention for many here at the club. Some members 
are happy to pitch in, and some not so. Let’s not forget 
we all agreed to take part in workdays as a part of our 
initial application to join the club.  It is, after all, a self-
help club, and the cost of annual membership does re-
flect that.  I am not going to jump in and make any com-
ments either way at this point, however as Workday Co-
ordinator, it’s my job to ensure that any repair work 
needed to keep the club looking nice, (that can be done 
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Example: 

 

Job – Paint Balcony Lunch Paid 
1.  Joe Bloggs Yes Yes 
2.  John Citizen Yes No 
3.  Harry Hairdoo No - 
4. Mary Contrary Yes Yes 

Please note: 
 

Our next Workday (Sunday 26th June) will commence at 0900 (as usual) but will conclude at 1330, after which we 
will have lunch, and then be given a talk by our Guest Speaker Mr. Alf Coleman. Alf is a very interesting man and 
was involved in many facets of aviation, especially in New Zealand where he was a driving force behind TEAL 
(forerunner to Air New Zealand). More details appear on Page 13 of this issue of your Newsletter. 
 

Also please note: The August Workday will fall on  Saturday 26th             Ed 

AIRBORNE AVIATION  
is Australia’s first Cessna Pilot Centre 

• We offer professional pilot training, aircraft hire, joy flights, charter flights, and more. 
• We hope you will find all the information you require on our website: 

www.airborne-aviation.com.au/ 



Bird  Talk 
Hi Everyone 
 
Well here we are almost into June and heading 
for those winter blues – lets hope we have some 
sunny weekends to enjoy at Wedderburn. 
 
We had three busy Sundays during April/May 
and your Ladies Auxiliary worked hard to make 
sure these get-togethers ran smoothly. Thank 
you Ladies, I know I can always depend on you. 
 
Our first Sunday was the very successful Work 
Day held on Sunday 30th April. We were 
thrilled to have 52 members sit down and enjoy 
a delicious luncheon prepared and served by the 
Ladies to all the hungry workers. 
I know there was a lot of hard work going on 
around the airfield before lunch and one of the 
big projects started was the removal of all the 
old PC items from the Ladies Rest Room in the 
Clubhouse together with the almost rotted walls 
etc.  After 27 years the Ladies will be having a 
new and modern rest room installed so we are 
very happy about this – meantime Ladies re-
member you now have to take a little walk to 
the Bush Toilets. 

To all who attended on 
the 30th we thank you 
for coming along to 
work and for support-
ing the Ladies. 
 
The Fly-In/Drive-In 
Brunch held on 21st 

May (normal date would have been the 7th) saw 
only 29 members attend, and only 25 able to 
stay to listen to our guest speaker for the day, 
our very own Ron Lalor. 
For those of you who did not attend you really 
missed a most interesting talk on Ron’s life in 
Aviation. It was excellent, and Ron we thank 
you for taking us through the journey of your 
life as a Pilot. 
I was very disappointed at the poor attendance  
– maybe because we changed the date, and our 
members forgot the new date. Whatever hap-
pens we must try and keep to our regular days 
for the Fly-In/Drive In Brunch. Everyone re-
members it is the first Sunday of February, 
May and August, so lets hope for our August 
Fly-In we see more members and friends come 
along. 
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Ron has given me a list of the highlights of his talk and they are reprinted as follows:-  
 
1935 

Joined the Australian Air League – First flight was in a Short Scion VH-UUP with Syd Marshall 
1939 

High School – RAAF fly over, Hawker Demons, Bristol Bulldogs, Avro Anson 
1939 

Falcon Gliding Club - Pyes Estate (now Schofields) 
1941 

Joined the Air Training Corp (Corporal Number 10061) Fire watching Ashfield 
Town Hall Clock Tower 
Mine watching Sydney Harbour at night 
Japanese seaplane flew up harbour at night 

1943 (January) 
RAAF Bradfield Park as Aircrew Trainee 

1943 (July) 
Temora 10 EFTS –Tiger Moths  6O hours 

1943 (September) 
Uranquinty  5 SFTS  Wirraway  -  Initial training squadron learnt to Fly Wirraway, 50 odd hours 
and Wings Test was by Jack McSparron (our late member) Total hours about 115, then advanced 
Training Squadron – 50 odd hours learning to use Wirraway, formation, fighter pairs, ground straf-
ing live ammo, dive Bombing , then graduated as Sergeant Pilot at about 170 hours 

1944 (January) 



2ED Bradfield Park to UK  via South Africa, Sierra Leone, Scotland All unescorted through enemy 
waters relying on speed of Niew Amsterdam. 
20 months in England – 16 different moves – more EFTS Tigers, familiarization of country, map 
reading etc, RAF Regiment for ground defence, twin conversion Airspeed Oxfords at Little Rissing-
ton, Chipping Norton for night training, cross countries etc. Chipping  Warden for IFR training 
mainly on Standard Beam Approach, more EFTS  on Tiger Moths. 
Selected for 1SPTU to train as Staff Pilot Captain, Avro Ansons, Full DR navigation course 
Classroom and airborne 
Posting to (OAFU) training navigators for bomber command until end of war in Europe 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 
V1 and V2 attacks in June and October 1944 
First sight of Meteor jet 
Hamilcar Glider 
Flail Tank, Market Garden Operation at Arnhem – to which I didn,t go – lucky I guess. 
Wellington with Whittle Power Jet where rear turret used to be and much more. 
Flying conditions very different to Australia- fogs, clouds on deck, worst condition 200ft ceiling, visi-
bility 1000 yards. Country totally blacked out at night, only pundits and occults for navigation, 
Cloudy and Dark for day and night assistance, QGH for descent through cloud etc. 
Day/Night circuit training and more. 

1953 
Took out PPL at Bankstown – Flew Austers at Kingsford Smith and Illawarra (one of Illawarra’s 
Austers, VH WRB is based at Wedderburn) 
Flew Tripacers at Royal 

1955 
Joined ULAA and AOPA in 1957 and SAAA – served on Committees in all capacities 
Served as Committee member on SAC 
Joined AUF 
British Microlight 
EAA  Ultralight division 
Half built a Clancy Skybaby and Minicab 
Tested and wrote the Manuals for Minicab GY-20 
Did test flying on Luton Major, Thorpe T-18 DUD, Stits Playboy AOL for C of A 
Committee member of Police Aero Club, Phoenix Aero Club, International AOPA Ultra Light Advi-
sory Committee 
23 years consecutive on AOPA Committee, Junior Vice President twice 
RAPAC representative 
Accident investigation course with BASI, presented papers on Ultra Lights and GA Aircraft at four 
International conventions with IAOPA  
To conclude, my Logbook covers 68 Aircraft Types from Ultra lights like the CGS Hawk to the Doug-
las Globemaster C 124 
 
Life Membership of NSW ULAA presented on 2/2/l966, SAAA on 24/6/l977, 
SAC in the early l980’s 
 

What a fantastic list of achievements in your flying career – Ron, well done and we salute you. 
 
 
I thought it was important for all of our members to read the story on Ron’s Aviation career and to 
share with those of us who were present on the 21st   to see and hear Ron talk about his interesting 
life – we trust you enjoy the highlights. 
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Wings Away 

Sue McCormick reports on the VICTOR ONE flying event 
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It was a shame that the Goulburn 
trip (which had been planned for 7th 
May) had to be called off at the last 
minute due to bad weather. 
 
There was much debate on the 
morning of the departure as to 
whether or not we should let every-
one go. The weather reports were all 
bad, and eventually the cool, experi-
enced older heads decided that it 

 

Lindsay and Maree 
Sinclair 

Goulburn Trip Called off, Caloundra cancelled 

was a “no goer” .The coach driver in 
Goulburn confirmed that it was a 
good decision. 
 
This trip will, more than likely,  hap-
pen later on in the year. Stay tuned 
to the website for updates. 
 
The Caloundra trip is now cancelled 
due to the lack of interest and sup-
port. 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Well, we had a wonderful weekend 
of 27th and 28th May. Mike and I 
had visitors from the Central Coast - 

Rob and Dianne. We sat out on the 
Clubhouse veranda and watched 
quite a good air show, just you guys 
flying in and out of Wedderburn. 
Usually when we have visitors noth-

ing happens  -  we're never sure if 
our visitors come to see us or the 
aeroplanes, (just joking). And then, 
to top it all off, Victor One flying 
event was on the Sunday.  Mike and 

SUNDAY  28th MAY – Victor One Flight and BBQ Luncheon 
 
This was a great day, on Friday our numbers were quite small for those who were going to stay for 
lunch, but by Saturday evening we had 28 members coming along and by lunch time we had a final 
number of 32. We  thank all who attended and booked early – in future though we do need to make 
definite bookings as when one needs to order fresh meat supplies it makes it very difficult to make 
a guess –so please remember for future events. 
 
It was a very pleasant day and I must say “Thanks” to my helpers, Junie ,Jan, Bert, Di L, Mike, 
Maree and Lindsay for their great effort in carrying out so many of the tasks so well - you all did 
very well as the saying goes. 
Please read Maree and Lindsay’s article on this event further on in this Newsletter 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

REMINDER  to all  members: 
THE GENERAL MEETING will be held on SUNDAY 18th JUNE at 2.00 p.m. in the Clubhouse 
OUR NEXT WORK DAY  is on SUNDAY 25th JUNE and the Ladies will be serving our popu-
lar Vegetable Soup plus delicious assorted sandwiches, followed with cakes and fresh fruit. Please 
place this important date in your diary now or highlight your SAC Calendar. 
 
SOCIAL EVENING  -  SATURDAY  22nd JULY – This evening is still being organised and fur-
ther information will appear on our web site shortly – our evening may well be a Movie Night or a 
Country and Western theme night, whatever we have we will be making it a fun night. 
 
Cheers  

Margaret Adams 

Bird Talk (continued) 
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I were offered a flight by 
Tara and Bernie, Mike 
wasn't too well, so Rob 
and I went. 
 
We attended the pre-flight 
briefing for the pilots, 
which we knew nothing 
about, but listened intently 
anyway. After Junie took 
some photos, and Lindsay 
reminded me to get my 
camera, we were off, after 
I finally got my frame in-
side the plane. 
 
We took off in Bernie and 
Tara’s Cessna 210a, ar-
rived at Hoxton Park Air-
port very shortly thereafter 
to join in the BBQ Break-
fast in the SAAA hangar, 
had a coffee and caught up 
with Ron and Pat Laylor 
who had dropped in on 
their way to a Lady Pilots’ 
meeting. There were a 
couple of cute pug dogs, 
one was beige with a curly 
tail, the other one was 
black and its tail was 
straight, I don't think the 
black one was very well, 
quite old with arthritis in 
its back legs (I think). 
 
Rick Harper was also there 
inside the large hangar, 
cooking the bacon and 
eggs for breakfast for who-
ever wanted to indulge. I 
actually didn't indulge be-
cause I knew the ladies 
were preparing a great 
lunch, as usual, back at 
Wedderburn. Hoxton Park 
was very busy, planes 
landing and taking off the 
whole time we were there, 
quite busy compared to 
Wedderburn.  We were 
there for about an hour. I 
had seen Hoxton Park Air-
port from Cow Pasture 
Road, but never from the 
inside of the airport itself. 

 
“OK” Bernie said “We 
have another five minutes, 
then we’re off, to do Vic-
tor One.” 
 
We managed to get into 
the plane again, took our 
jackets off, because it was 
getting quite warm inside 
by then.  Tara and Bernie 
pointed to their red plane 
parked on the grass, a 
Cessna 207 that was used 
for the Coca-Cola ads as 
we flew out of Hoxton 
Park. 
 
Well, we went up past 
Parramatta, the Hills Dis-
trict and Hornsby. Tara 
pointed out her old High 
School at Ku-ring-gai at 
the entrance to Bobbin 
Head (Ku-ring-gai Na-
tional Park) and Hawkes-
bury River. On the way 
North. I was taking photos 
of Sydney in the distance, 
but I should have waited, 
because we were much 
closer to Sydney shortly 
after that, and the photos 
were so much better. 
 
There was a lighthouse on 
a very prominent piece of 
land with water all around 
it, except a small piece of 
land behind it, joining it to 
the peninsular, it was Bar-
renjoey Light House. 
 
Heading south we passed 
all the famous beaches and 
went as far as the new Sea 
Cliff Bridge, before head-
ing for home. Along the 
way we flew past Bondi 
Beach, with the beautiful 
Surf Life Saving Club Pa-
villion, couldn't see the 
Australian Flag flying 
from that distance, but it 
was a lovely sight. Coogee 
Beach was pointed out to 

me also. Rob was very 
good at pointing out land-
marks. I didn't have a clue 
from up there. I have lived 
in Sydney most of my life, 
and never realised how 
beautiful it is, the water-
ways, the boats on the wa-
ter. Tara took a photo of 
an old sailing boat, with 
all its beautiful sails. 
 
My camera was telling me 
that my memory card was 
full at that stage, so I 
missed out on quite a few 
photo opportunities, so 
Tara and I continued to 
take photos with our 
phones. I haven't a clue 
how to retrieve photos 
from my camera phone, 
but we will work it out 
somehow. 
 
We continued on past all 
the magnificent cliffs of 
the National Park, and saw 
David Thomas flying not 
far from us to our right, it 
looked like he was sus-
pended on a spider web, 
he didn't seem to be mov-
ing, what a sight.  There 
were helicopters flying 
below us, probably watch-
ing the ocean to make sure 
there were no sharks, 
maybe. 
 
And talk about below us, 
just south of Jibbon Point 
we saw not one but two 
whales.  So we circled 
around and around, I 
think, not sure whether we 
were going around once, 
or more, but my stomach 
was telling me not to look 
down any more.  I was 
feeling a little queezy, and 
I was squashing poor Rob 
so I could see straight 
down.  If it had been the 
Titanic we would have all 
fallen into the sea. 

Thanks for becoming a 
part-time journalist Sue, 
and writing your story. 
 
We’re glad you enjoyed 
the trip so much in the 
Stevermuer’s Cessna 

Ed 

 
We flew south to Wollon-
gong, with all the mag-
nificent scenery. I wish I'd 
had the video camera to 
capture it all in its bril-
liance. 
 
We arrived back at home 
around 12.40pm and had a 
great lunch of chicken and 
beef kebabs, potato and 
vegetable white bake and 
salad, and for dessert 
wonderful cake and cof-
fee. 
 
Apart from a couple of 
smaller flights with Vic, I 
think it was one of the 
most exciting things I 
have ever done in my 
whole life.  I wish Mike 
could have been there. 
The weather was perfect  -  
it was glorious. 
 
Thank you to all the mem-
bers who participated and 
welcomed Mike, our 
friends Rob and Dianne 
and me to a wonderful 
day. 
 

Sue McCormick  



UPCOMING  2006  FLYING  EVENTS         Put them in your diary 
 

JUNE 10-11-12 LONG WEEKEND MUDGEE & GULGONG - 3 DAY TRIP 
The following Motel accommodation has been booked - room price is $90 double (contains Queen & single 
bed), $80 for single room, $112 for triple room. You will pay the motel direct. Motel is approx. 1 km out of 
town. Breakfast is available there at extra cost. 
 
Accommodation deposit will initially be covered by the Club. Cancellation fees will apply should you cancel 
and the room cannot be reallocated. Cancellation fees will also apply should the event not happen due to bad 
weather. 
 
To date no interest has been given to hiring a coach from Sydney (similar to the Gloucester trip) so accord-
ingly, we have organised a mini bus/coach to pick us up at Mudgee airfield on Saturday, take us to the motel, 
settle in, then into town for a lunch snack then take us for a look around for rest of afternoon. Sunday, is an 
all day affair being driven over to Gulgong for a look about the old town and then back to Mudgee and sur-
rounds to a number of wineries for some sampling & buying. Finally back to the town centre or motel. Mon-
day, time in morning to look around town, then the bus will collect us mid morning for delivery out to airfield 
for return flight home. Again, bus deposit will be covered by the Club and monies will be collected from eve-
ryone at Mudgee. We are envisaging cost per head for the bus/coach will be $40-$50. Same thing applies with 
cancellation fees - should you cancel or the event not happen due to bad weather. 
 
Dinners have not been organised. There are clubs and some good pubs in town along with some upmarket res-
taurants - so we will not starve. The bowling club is close to the motel - cheap prices for drinks and we are told 
good food and easy staggering distance back to the motel. But we will check out the scene when we get there 
and decide. 
 
To date we have 17 people attending (8-9 aircraft) - there are 3 rooms still available. 
 
Any queries, please give us a ring. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
JULY 2ND SUNDAY - SYDNEY AIRPORT TARMAC TOUR - half day 
Group booking - costs approx. $25 - $27 per person and includes morning or afternoon tea. Lunch is optional 
for approx. $14-16 p.p. at the Eskybar. 
You get to watch jet aircraft take off and land from a vantage point within the airport, listen to pilots commu-
nicate with the tower, see various activities behind the scenes, see the massive jet hangars, close up view of air-
craft from all over the world, travel along the runways out into Botany Bay. Tours take approx. 90 minutes. 
Free car parking is available. Final details will be advised once booking is made. 
WE NEED TO BOOK THIS AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE TO GET THE GROUP BOOKING FOR THE 
DATE. These tours are very popular. LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE INTERESTED. MAX NUMBER PER 
TOUR IS 40 SO GET IN QUICK. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
AUG. 29-20-21 CALOUNDRA - 
This trip has been cancelled. Stay tuned to the website and to the next Newsletter for alternative outing. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SEPT 17 . BATHURST - 1 DAY TRIP 
Possible hire a bus and trip out to Sofala, 45 km N, an old gold mining town with interesting old buildings. 
Find a pub and have some tucker. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
OCTOBER 2-11 
For the trip of a lifetime to China. . . . Check out our website 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOV 5 . CLUB OPEN DAY - OK volunteers, start polishing up your volunteering skills. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOVEMBER 19 SUNDAY- ALBION PARK 
Fly down in the morning for a leisurely brunch or lunch at the Airport Cafe. Non flyers/pilots are welcome to 
drive down and join in the fun. 
 
Cheers and happy flying 

Lindsay & Maree 
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Perhaps you've dreamt of flying one. 
Either way, we’d like you to meet 
Alf Coleman - he used to fly, build 
and sell them all !! 
 
This coming workday (June 25th) 
we will do it a little differently… 

Workday will start at 9am and con-
clude at 1:30pm, when we will head 
up to the clubhouse for lunch. Im-
mediately after lunch we have a spe-
cial guest speaker who will be talk-
ing to us about his experience in the 
world of aviation, from his LAME 
days in NZ through to CEO of 
AESL (now PAC). Alf Coleman's 
experience in flying and aircraft 
manufacture will amaze you - there 
are not many places Alf hasn't been 
to, and wait until you hear who he 
has sold aircraft to.  

 
While at Wedderburn 
Alf will be launching 
his new book "The 
birth and death of an 
aviation industry". Al-
though it is obvious 
you do not need any 
incentive to attend this 
talk, the club has pur-
chased a copy of his 
book and one lucky 
club member will win it. All those 
that sign on to the work day ros-
ter will be given a raffle ticket, and 
if you are present at Alf's talk you 
are in the running to WIN his new 
book. Retailing at $30 each, Alf has 
said that any club member wishing 
to purchase a copy of his book can 
have it at the reduced price of $20 

on the day (get a signed 
copy!!). 
 
We know Alf's talk will 
leave you all brimming 
with questions that he 
will be very happy to 
answer. What's more, Alf 
is very keen to meet you 
all and see what is being 
flown and built at Wed-
derburn. 

 
NOTE: All members, their families 
and friends are invited to attend Alf’s 
talk and book launch. Participation in 
workday is not required. The talk is 
expected to commence shortly after 
2pm.  
 

Be There . .  Ed 

Have you ever flown or owned a Victa Airtourer/CT4? or Fletcher Fu24? or Mooney?  

Options for Payment of Club Accounts 
After changes made by the National 
Australia Bank (NAB) to the receipt 
of credit card payments many of you 
will be aware that for the past couple 
of months SAC has been unable to 
accept credit card payments. As well 
as chasing up the reinstatement of 
credit card payments with the NAB, 
as your new treasurer I have been 
reviewing the club bank fees and 
merchant charges with a view to re-
duce them where possible. Coming 
out of this review I have good news 
for all: all fees have been greatly re-
duced, credit cards payments are 
back and online payments are now 
available!! 
 
Online payment – preferred option 
For all those club members that have 
always wanted to pay their accounts 
online using electronic funds transfer 
(EFT) – YOU NOW CAN! In fact, 
payment via EFT is one of the club’s 
preferred methods of payment. It’s 
also possible that you will save 
money if you pay online, depending 

upon your own bank fees (typically 
bank fees for cheques are higher 
than EFT). One thing for certain, 
you will definitely save me process-
ing time if you pay your account 
using EFT.  
To pay using EFT please contact 
the treasurer for club bank account 
details and conditions of use. 
 
Credit card payments – preferred 
option 
For those club members that prefer 
to pay their accounts by credit card – 
YOU CAN AGAIN! Payment by 
credit card is also a preferred method 
of payment. By changing to online 
management of credit card transac-
tions I have been able to reinstate 
payment by credit card, while simul-
taneously reducing the club’s mer-
chant fees by more than half (and it 
will also save me time to process)! 
Due to the higher costs associated 
with credit card payments the club 
will be recovering the service fee (at 
a rate of 1.2%) for processing credit 

TANK STAND FOR SALE 
The tank stand pictured at right can be viewed between Hangars H2 and H3. 

Contact Grahame Gibson on 4228 8665 if you are interested in taking it off his hands. 

card payments from those club mem-
bers wishing to use this option.  
To pay by credit card you will need 
to send a completed SAC credit card 
payment form to the treasurer. 
Please contact Tara for a SAC 
credit card payment form or 
download one from the clubs web-
site. 
 
Payment by cheque 
Cheques will always be an accept-
able method of payment, although 
payment online or by credit card is 
preferable. I have also reviewed bank 
fees associated with banking 
cheques, and have been able to get 
these fees reduced by 72%, from 90c 
to 25c, for each cheque banked. 
 
Should you have any queries about 
any invoices you receive, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Tara Stevermuer 
(stevermuer@uow.edu.au) 

Space available in new hangar, 15m x 15m. Call Robert on 0418 271 188 



I have been working on an 
RV-4 project for more 
years than I care to remem-
ber.  The early photos from 
the building log show a 
much younger man, thinner 
and with substantially more 
hair of a much darker col-
our than what I now see in 
the mirror.  In the photos 
my eyes are at the top of 
my face, but with my re-
ceding hairline they are 
now in the middle. 
 
I started with an empen-

nage kit, and after constructing that I 
ordered the rest of the kit in 1991.  
Since then I’ve started a small busi-
ness, moved, renovated, had kids etc 
etc, and the aircraft was something 
that was always in the shed and I 
never actually felt that it would fly 
at all, let alone with me at the con-
trols.  That was just the stuff of day-
dreams. 
 
About 3 years ago I decided not to 
go to any more airshows, fly-ins, 
displays, Wedderburn working days 
or whatever until the aircraft was 
finished.  Sunday was the only real 
building day I had available, so it 
would be better spent on the list of 
jobs that needed to be completed to 
get into the air. 
 
Well that day recently arrived. All 
the jobs on the list were completed, 
so I headed over to Camden after 
lunch on the designated day ready 
for the first flight.  When I got half 
way there it started to rain. It 
seemed like the initial flight would 
never happen, but the rain finally 
stopped, so at about 5.00pm we 
pulled the aircraft out of the hangar.  
Derek Dugan from Delta Aviation 
climbed aboard and strapped in. The 
mighty O-360 sprang into life so he 
taxied to the run-up bay.  The rest of 
us jumped onto the tug and trundled 
down to the runway sideline.  The 
wind had stopped, all was calm and 
quiet, and we had the place to our-
selves.  After lining up he applied 

Phil Ayrton’s RV4 makes its successful maiden flight at Camden Page 14 

power. The tail came up and within a 
short distance he was airborne, with 
a really nice red sunset as a back-
drop. 
 
What a truly awesome feeling; 
mixed emotions of excitement, trepi-
dation and anxiety as I watched my 
project of nearly 18 years take to the 
skies for the first time.  I found my-
self re-living every rivet, every nut 
tension and every decision made dur-
ing the building process, compressed 
into the 30 seconds of initial 
climb.  Straight and level flight 
seemed to give at least as good as 
Van's figures, gentle turns all went 
without incident.  Stalls were as ex-
pected so an approach was initiated, 
80 knots on base with half flap, 70 
on final, 65 over the fence for a land-
ing I would have been proud of. 
 
After shutting down Derek definitely 
had the Van's grin, he liked the air-
craft so much I couldn't get him out 
of it.  He reported no rigging prob-
lems, no shimmy on landing, no 
wind whistles and all temperatures 
and pressures within limits. What a 
big day. 
 
Whilst the aircraft is essentially 
straight out of the box, there have 
been a few modifications made along 
the way.  I changed to the longer 
gear legs option when an engine 
mount became available locally, so I 
only had to import the legs.  The 
original canopy bubble was damaged 

in the shed so I had an-
other made locally, which 
is about 3” taller than 
standard, allowing me to 
raise the pilot and passen-
ger seating positions by 
2” for better visibility.  I 
have incorporated Jon 
Johannson’s modified 
rally seat for comfort on 
trips, and I modified the 
fibreglass tips for an addi-
tional 60 litres for better 
cross country endurance.  
I have also been very 
aware of weight, and have 

made a conscious effort to keep it as 
light as possible, to help offset the 
other changes which always seem to 
add weight. 
 
Thanks to Derek and his staff for 
their assistance in the final assembly 
stages, and thanks to Philip Groene-
veld for his shed and help with the 
painting and transport to the airport, 
thanks to the SAAA Chapter 4 guys 
who helped with lifting and moving 
etc.  Special thanks to Bob Ashton 
for his wiring expertise, and for all 
the advice and assistance he has pro-
vided over the years, and to SAAA 
Chapter president Peter Bowman 
who has also helped me with good 
advice, lots of specially made parts, 
and consistent help and direction 
with the systems installation.  
Thanks also to Peter Hodgens who 
has been something of a mentor to 
me over the years. He always knew 
I would get it flying, so I couldn’t 
let him down.  I wouldn't be air-
borne without the help of people 
like these.  Thanks also to my fam-
ily who put up with all the times I 
just wasn't there  Now the 25 hours 
of testing can begin and I'm then 
looking forward to wearing it out. 
 

Phil Ayrton  

Phil with his RV-4 VH-ZRV with O-360 A1A, 68x80 
prop from Mick Dye, 445kg empty weight. 

Great story Phil. Thanks for sharing 
it with us, and congratulations on 
your success. 

Ed 
 
More pictures next page  .  .  .  .  .   



The Antique Aircraft Association held their Annual Fly-
in at Narrandera on 22nd and 23rd of April to honour No 
8 Elementary Flying Training School that was based 
there during WWII with Tiger Moths. 
 
The fly-in was attended by our Club members: 
• Ian and Don Harvie (Victa) 
• Lloyd and Dianne Shepherd (Pacer) 
• Bill and Pam Bishop 
• Matthew Gray and Barry Davis (Beagle) 
• Frank and Inez Luke 
• Dave Thomas (Aeronca) 
• Robert Gregg and Kim Gatherer (Cessna) 
• Mal McAuley 
The Shepherds’ Pacer took out the Best Monoplane 

We participate in the Antique Aircraft Association Annul Fly-in 
award at the Annual Dinner held on the Saturday night. 
 

Our congratulations go to the Shepherds  -  again!     Ed 

The Shepherds and the Bishops in 'Flyin Mode' 
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Phil Ayrton’s RV4 

The Feneley Yak 18T progresses 
For the last couple of years Ray, with 
two sons, Andrew and Mathew, and 
help from member Wes Dunn and 
friend Chris have been quietly refur-
bishing the recently imported Yak 
four-seat 18T. 
 
The engine has now been refitted and 

the fuselage is about ready to paint. 
The interior is nearing completion, 
and all of the control surfaces and 
wings have been refurbished. The 
final fabric covering job, the right 
wing, has just been completed. 
 
The aircraft will cruise economi-

cally at about 130knots, and can 
carry almost anything (including the 
kitchen sink) in the huge rear bag-
gage compartment. 
 
We look forward to a test flight later 
this year, or early next year. 

David Rittie 



       David Flatman with his AIRCAM                                 Ready for “action” 

Two of our members having fun in their RV4s 

Sam Suffers a flat tyre at Wollongong 

Jan Zitka’s colourful home-built STORM 

Barry Davis lands his 
beautiful AERONCA 


