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Above: Many SAC members attended the launch ceremony of Kevin Haydon’s RV8 recently. 
More on Page 11.  (Inset: Chris Newns approves)    Below: Sy Allsep had the Twin Pioneer and 
the Beaver on show at the ‘Wings over Illawarra’ air show last month. See full story on Page 8. 
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Need some exotic plants, or want some peaches or other stone fruit?  You can choose 

from a wide selection near the airfield, just around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLAND’S  Fruit, Nursery and Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234  or  0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

 

*The Harlands also do hangar concrete slabs, at very reasonable prices* 

 

Your new Committee 
 

Left: David Rittie (President). 
 

Below left to right: Margaret Nightingale (Secretary), John Duncan 
(Treasurer), Tim Causer and Bret Cavanagh.  
 

Bottom left to right: Matthew Gray, Don Harvie, Peter Lightbown and 
Dave Thomas. 
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Welcome to the April/May 2010 
issue of your Newsletter. Yes, your 
old Newsletter Editor is still at it 
after being re-elected onto the new 
Committee. 
 
Since the last edition there has been 
the election of office bearers of the 
Club, the Wings over Illawarra Fly-
in at Wollongong’s Albion Park 
and NATFLY at Temora. Inside 

you will find articles and pictures of 
these events and other interesting 
things that happened at the airfield 

Hi there.  
 
Elections 

The annual elections were held on 21st March. The  
Committee looks a little different to last year, as there 
are three new faces introducing some fresh blood and 
new ideas. Pictures of the members of the new Com-
mittee appear on the previous page, and the voting re-
sults appear in the Secretary’s column on the next page. 
 
It was pleasing to see so many members vying for 
places on the Committee. This can be interpreted as a 
very healthy sign as members offer themselves up to 
become servants of the Club. All our thanks go to those 
who tried. 
 
We should also thank Noel Carmody and his team of 
willing assistants for volunteering, and successfully 
doing what can be a very trying job. 
 
Before leaving the subject of elections and committees, 
may I just take this last chance to thank last year’s 
Committee members who decided not to stand this time 
around. Gordon Steer has spent many years on the 
Committee. He returned to the Committee a couple of 
years ago bringing with him years of previous experi-
ence, and has always been a valuable member. Tara 
Stevermuer was our Treasurer for nearly four years, 
did a truly great job, and withdrew from the Committee 
due to the pressures of a full time job, and an ever 
growing family. Vic Laybutt has been around  since 
whenever, always working around the airfield, a Com-
mittee member (on and off) for eight years, and most 
importantly, Vic was our President for over three years. 
We cannot thank these people enough for the effort 
they  have all put in for our Club. 
 
Taxiways 

Since our last Newsletter the northern and central han-
gar taxiways have been resealed with hot mix asphalt, 
and the southern hangar taxiways have been refreshed 
with a coating of carbonyte. Our thanks go to John 

Duncan for overseeing 
this project. 
 

Northern Sewer 

Very recently the main 
sewer line has been in-
stalled near the road 
which can service all the 
hangars in the northern 
precinct. The individually 
purchased septic tanks 
have been installed and the transpiration bed (north of 
Hangar Z4) has also been completed. The two toilet 
blocks (for Row “P” and ”V”) will be built soon. Our 
thanks go to our new Committee Member, Tim Causer, 
for masterminding this project, and also to Steve Cohen 
for his assistance. 
 

Lease 

There is pleasing progress on the new lease of our air-
field. The ‘statutory advertising’ phase has been com-
pleted, and we have received a draft of a new lease for us 
to review. We can now confirm that the new lease will 

be for 40 years. It’s all happening! 
 

Replacement Caretaker 

At the time this Newsletter goes to print the interviewing 
team (consisting of Bret, Matthew and Don) has an-
nounced that the new caretaker is a Mr. Ken Jeffery from 
Mudgee. The decision was a difficult one as there were 
some excellent candidates to choose from. 
 
Hangar space for other members. 

There is a growing need for hangar space to park all club 
members’ aircraft. If you have space available, or are 
looking for hangar space please let Margret Nightingale 
know by calling her on 0425 380 966. 
 
Please fly safely. 
 

David Rittie 

over the last couple of months, along 
with the regular written contributions 
from the usual suspects. 
 

Sincere thanks go to MOBILE ONE 
(Greg Ackman) for this Newsletter 
edition being printed in full colour. 
 

It’s good to be back as your Editor. 
 

David Rittie 

Words from the President 

From  your  Editor Page 3 

You can contact your Newsletter Editor at david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 
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Keith Manwaring is selling his Skyranger 
 

Rotax 100hp ULS, 170hrsT/T, dual controls, full instruments, radio, intercom, headsets, fuel 60 litres, 11ltrs/hr 
@75kts, full covers, heli views, great seats, located at The Oaks, Selling under cost. 

 

You can contact Keith on  02 9872 2907 

Hi there everyone. 
 
Well here we go for another year at the NSW Sport Air-
craft Club at Wedderburn. The past year has been so much 
fun many of us have signed up again for another 12 
months serving the club on the Committee. Welcome also 
to Tim Causer, Peter Lightbown and Dave Thomas who 
join a strong team of committee members representing a 
wide cross section of the club’s members. 
 
The General Meeting and the Annual General Meeting 
were held on the same day, Sunday 21st March beginning 
at about 10.20am and finally finishing at 5.44pm with a 
BBQ in the middle at lunch time. There were between 167 
and 171 votes cast in the elections which is a record num-
ber and over 75 members present at the Annual General 
Meeting.  
 
The results of the ballot for the committee were as follows. 
These numbers were the declared vote by Noel Carmody, 
the returning officer and could vary slightly when all votes 
are balanced in the coming weeks. We also thank Noel and 
all his helpers who kept their cool and dealt with the huge 
task of running the election on the day. 

From  the  Secretary’s  Desk Page 4 

President 

 Sam Randazzo    39 
 David Rittie  128 elected 
 

Secretary 

 Rachel Lumb    46 
 Margaret Nightingale 123 elected 
 

Treasurer 

 John Duncan  elected unopposed 
 

Committee 

 Bret Cavanagh  123 elected 
 Tim Causser  145 elected 
 Kim Gatherer    54 
 Matthew Gray  137 elected 
 Don Harvie  117 elected 
 Peter Lightbown 136 elected 
 Rachel Lumb    46 
 Sam Randazzo    37 
 David Thomas  127 elected 
 Peter Wordsworth   53 
 
 
 

I’m sure I speak for all club members when I congratulate those who stood for a 
position on the committee, whether elected or not this time. The club needs 
members who are willing to “have a go” to keep our club alive and well and the 
members welcome new constructive ideas. We, the committee and the club 
members, look forward to a happy and productive year. 
 
Cheers 
 

Margaret Nightingale 
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Work / Social Day Activities 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Welcome to the first Newsletter, post GM/AGM for this 
year. 
 
I think I can speak for all of the committee of 2009 that 
were standing for re-elected for another term, when I say 
we appreciate your confidence and the overwhelming 
support displayed by the majority of members on the 
day, in not just merely scraping in, but what would be 
considered in general terms, a landslide of support for 
what has effectively been a very trying and difficult year 
serving our club. That said, the new faces of Tim, John 
and Dave T are a welcome addition to the management 
group, and I'm sure we are all looking forward to a suc-
cessful year for the club on a catch cry of “serving the 
majority...” as we move through the next 12 months of 
the 2010 committee. 
 
Seriously though.... as I said in my brief pre-election 
speech on Sunday afternoon, as a committee, we really 
do strive to get the best possible outcome for the major-
ity of members for any given issue.  Whilst it may seem 
on the surface that everyone on the committee simply 
agree all the time, the fact remains, there is actually 
lengthy debate for every issue tabled and, it is not let go 
until we all agree that a particular direction is the way 
forward for the benefit of the “majority of the member-
ship” that we then move (or agree, as it were) to make it 
happen.  That said –  the fact remains that we can't please 
everyone all the time, however we really do aim to 
please as many as possible, every time. 
 
Ok, down to business.......The next Social/Workday is set 
down for a Saturday, and was originally for the end of 
April.  The problem with that is, the last weekend of 
April is the Antique Aeroplane Association Fly-in, which 
a number of our members religiously attend on a regular, 
albeit, annual basis (myself included) – (if anyone has 
not been to one, I can thoroughly recommend it – this 

year it's in Griffith).  The following weekend is the 
Mudgee Wings, Wheel and Wine weekend. and again, a 
number of  members like to attend this event also. 

 

So, the next Social/Workday has been moved to Sat-

urday 8th May.  Be sure to mark that date into your 
calendars – I look forward to seeing you there. 
 
At this stage, I won't list the jobs set down for the next 
Social/Workday, as that list is still being worked on and 
prioritized to make best use of members time on the 
day. Keep an eye on the Newsflashes for activities, or 
on the club website - they will be listed there toward the 
end of April - or alternatively,  just turn up on the day 
ready to get stuck into it.  As usual, any tools you can 
bring from home are greatly appreciated, and be sure to 
have some protective clothing on hand, just in case 
 
On a personal note thank you to everyone for your sup-
port - I look forward to serving you all in my fifth year 
on the Committee as Workday Co-ordinator. 
 
Kind Regards 

Matthew Gray 
Social/Workday Coordinator  

A’BESCO BLINDS kindly supplied and installed the blinds on the Clubhouse balcony   FREE OF CHARGE 
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Bird  Talk 

Hi Everyone, 
Here we are enjoying the Easter break and many of our members have 
flown away to attend the NATFLY 2010 at Temora, we hope they all 
have a wonderful time and the weather will be kind to them. 
 
Our AGM is over for another year and I congratulate the successful can-
didates. My best wishes to the new Committee members, Peter & Tim – 
you will soon learn how many hours you actually give to the club –it is 
very time consuming but very rewarding and I know you will both do a 
great job. To Dave T. you are already trained having been on the Com-
mittee before and I know you will give of your best as you always do 
and good on you for nominating and being elected. I intend to have talks with the Committee to 
arrange to hold some Flying competitions, hopefully in conjunction with our Fly-In Drive-In 
Brunch Days, so it will encourage our newer members to become more actively involved and it 
should make for very interesting and exciting days – so please remember to read the weekly News-
flash for the date of our first competition, hopefully early June. Also the Social Committee, as soon 
as it can be arranged, will hold a BBQ followed by the always popular Trivia night, with many of 
our local residents attending with our members. 
 
The Fly-In Drive-In Brunch held on Sunday 7th February was attended by 37 members and 9 
visitors which certainly was a good roll up – Thanks to all the members who brought along their 
family and friends to make this a successful day.  To our chief “Chef” Dave T. - you did a great job                            
and we really appreciate your continued efforts. To my helpers, Dot, Maryanne, Jacquie, Veronica,                               
Wendi, Glenda, Ann and our junior “super” helper Lilli, I “Thank” you all for helping to prepare 
the delicious Brunch fare for everyone to enjoy. 

 

Work Day held on Sunday 21st February saw 55 sit down to a delicious lunch of Cold Meat and                                          
BBQ Chicken, with a selection of various salads followed by every ones favourite cakes 
(lamingtons & carrot cake).  I know Vic, who was the Works Day co-ordinator for the day, was 
happy with the attendance of workers lending a hand with many important jobs to be carried out 
being completed, but unfortunately some were unable to stay to enjoy the luncheon – maybe next 
time they will be able to sit down with us. My “Thanks” to all my ladies who were on hand to help 
– Dot, Maryanne, Jacquie, Wendi, Judy, Lorraine and our wonderful junior helper Lilli. It was so 
good to see Laura again and to also have her help us on such a busy day. Thank you all for your 
wonderful support, you are all terrific. 
 
 I “Thank” all the members who bought tickets in the Raffle on the Work day and to the seller of 
the tickets Dave T. and his offsider Jacquie “thanks” for a job well done. The lucky winners were:                              
1st Prize: a $50.00 Gift Card from Bunnings was won by Dave Berry. Congratulations Dave and 
I’m sure you will enjoy spending your winnings at the best shop to get lost in. 2nd Prize: a $25.00 
Gift Card from Coles/Myer Group was won by Noel Carmody. Well done Noel. 

 

As you all know by now the Work Day set down for Saturday April 24th is now postponed until 
- SATURDAY MAY 8TH - YES THE DAY BEFORE - Mothers Day (9th) Now I want no ex-
cuses – we need to have as many of our members come along to this SATURDAY WORK 

DAY as possible. The Social Committee will be serving a delicious meal for lunch – FREE. The 
menu is still to be chosen - but you all know it will be delicious and as the weather will be a lit-
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The Open Day is on Sunday the 9th of May from 10.00 until 4.00pm, local Volunteer organisations such as the RFS, 

fully have a helicopter on display. It is also likely that HMAS Albatross will have a helicopter on display along with 

Saturday (8th May) evening and also breakfast and lunch on Sunday. The Council has also wavered landing fees for 
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tle cooler maybe the food will be hotter for you all. Come along to work for a few hours and 
then find out just how good the lunch will be. There will be a raffle on the day – SO – bring your 
money with you.  See you all on Saturday 8th May. 
 
FLY-IN / DRIVE-IN BRUNCH – Due to the many organised Flying Events happening in April 
and early May it has been decided to cancel the Brunch set down for Sunday 2nd May and re-
schedule for hopefully SUNDAY 6th JUNE, 2010 (one week before the Queens Birthday week-
end). We also hope to include in this day’s event a Flying competition for our members and invited 
visitors from other nearby Aero Clubs. This is yet to be confirmed by the SAC Committee and 
with talks happening as we go to print I’m sure our idea will be accepted and we can hold the two 
together. It should be a very successful day with lots of fun for all the members and especially the 
pilots showing us their skills. Please remember to check the weekly Newsflash for further updates 
re this event. 
 
The Social Committee will be holding some interesting functions during this year and if some of 
the Ladies have any ideas for a get together please let me know as soon as possible so we can or-
ganise the calendar. 
 

Cheers, 

     Margaret Adams 

Bird  Talk (cont.) 

Hangar S3, three and a half years old. White and 
blue coloured. 15 meters wide and 15.5 meters 
deep, with driveway and roller door access to road. 
Has also a council approved mezzanine floor, full 
width by 3.6 meters deep. 
 

Price is $100,000 
 

Call the owner, Mel Musemeci, on 0417 065 574, 
or Robert Greig on 0418 271 188 to view. 

 

If you want to stage an event, or invite the Club to join you on a flying jaunt please talk to me. You will earn addi-

tional Championship points.           Bret Cavanagh 
 

UPCOMING  EVENTS.  Put ‘em in your diary 
 

AAAA (Antique Aeroplane Association of Australia) annual fly-in event. 
    Saturday and Sunday, 24th and 25th April,   Griffith. 
Wings, Wheels and Wine. Saturday, 1st May,      Mudgee Airport. 
April’s Social Workday Saturday, 8th May. Sign in at 0900. Free lunch  Wedderburn  
    [Contact: Matthew Gray] 
Moruya Aero Club Open Day Sunday, 9th May     Moruya Airport 
Fly-in/Drive-in Brunch. Sunday, 6th June. (Date to be confirmed)   Wedderburn 
    [Contact: Margaret Adams] 
Christmas in July  Saturday, 17th July. (Date to be confirmed)  Wedderburn 
    [Contact: Wendi Leigh  -  wendileigh@southernphone.com.au] 
Masked Jazz Night  Saturday, 23rd October (Date to be confirmed)  Wedderburn 
    [Contact: Wendi Leigh  -  wendileigh@southernphone.com.au] 

Hangar S3 is For Sale 
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Wings over Illawarra 

Sunday February 28th2010 was one of those great days 
in the aviation calendar when the Historical Aircraft 

Restoration Society (HARS) again showcased their 
fantastic Museum and Aviation Facility at Albion Park 
Airport. 
 
A fine day for ‘Wings Over Illawarra’ (WOI) 
brought 20,000 people by car and over 150 aircraft 
flew in with many SAC Club members attending in 
their aircraft. Evidently there was a traffic jam for 
hours into the airport from the main road to Wollon-
gong. 

It’s hard to describe the scale of this event as HARS 
has so many aircraft with lots of them flying during the 
day. Briefly they are the Constellation, Neptune, Da-
kota, Catalina and a plethora of smaller aircraft on 
static display including Tracker, Sabre, Vampire, 

and Drover etc. etc. 
 
The RAAF fielded the ‘Roulettes’ aerobatic display 
team in their impressive PC9 turbine aircraft. Their 
routine of about 15 minutes was spirited and exciting 
as they wheeled and looped over the airfield. Later in 
the day a solo FA18 ‘Hornet’ performed a unique 
aerobatic display including loops, vertical climbs and 
standing on its tail pointing straight up ! This was quite 
a demonstration of what this remarkable fighter aircraft 
can do in the hands of a capable pilot. The RAAF also 
had a C130J ‘Hercules’ on static display with a con-
tinuous line of enthusiasts queuing up for a look-see. 
 
The Hawker Hunter gave an impressive performance 
with an engine run at full power in front of the assem-

bled crowd. It is hoped that next year we will see this 
fighter jet in a flying display. 
 
HARS has recently acquired the Douglas DC4 from Ar-
cherfield and as the only example left in Australia this 
large four engine cargo plane is now a very worthy addi-
tion to the flying collection and should be in the air at the 
next WOI. 
 
The SAAA was well represented by the local Chapter 
with many members visiting in their aircraft and a team 
of volunteers providing ground marshalling and airside 
duties. 
 
As the crowd wandered around the Hangars and hard 
stand areas it was impressive to see so many aviation ar-
tefacts and aircraft on display to the public. The facility at 
HARS includes 18,000 m2 of Hangar space and even 
with the collection of over 35 aircraft there is also a full 
time Restoration Workshop and a fully equipped Radial 
Engine service and overhaul operation. 
 

What has been achieved 
in a few short years is 
testament to the dedica-
tion of all the HARS vol-
unteers and the tenacity of 
the HARS directors and 
continued support and 
encouragement of the Il-
lawarra Community and 
the local Council. A truly 
impressive facility and 
the envy of many related 
organisations overseas. 
 

As I was co-ordinating 
the Communications for 
the day I was again the last aircraft to leave at about 6pm 
for the short flight back to Camden in my Grumman 

AA5B VH-AVD.  Another 12 hour day spent enjoying 
the wonderful world of aviation ! 
 

If you didn’t get there you missed out big time, so pencil 
it into your calendar for next year as it is a ‘must see’ 
event. 
 

Greg Ackman  Member #316  
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The RV4s of Mr. Nash and Mr. Bowman were there 

Richard Thompson’s impressive Aero Commander 

Wes Dunn and Ray Feneley 

enjoyed the outing 

RAAF C130J Hercules 
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David, 
thought you might like to know that I got back safely 
yesterday afternoon after flying my RV-4 to New Zea-
land to participate in a 10 day Round New Zealand Sa-
fari run by Flying New Zealand.  I left on 19MAR10 
and completed my usual years flying hours in about 3 
weeks so it was an awesome time for me.  Quite an un-
usual feeling to fly up Victor 1 to Barrenjoey then turn 
right and watch as Australia recedes into the distance.  I 
flew in loose contact with a Diamond DA-40 from Cam-
den and a Cirrus SR-22 from Tamworth.  Approxi-
mately 10 hours across each way, made up of three legs 
of about 3.3 hours each to Lord Howe Island, Norfolk 
Island and then to Kerikeri in New Zealand for Customs 
and Quarantine, then down to Ardmore for the Welcom-
ing Dinner, followed by about 30 hours flying over the 
10 days or so of the Safari, taking us to all parts of both 
islands of New Zealand, and ending at Queenstown the 
day before Warbirds Over Wanaka.  I flew over some 
wonderful country, including up to and past Mount 
Cook at 13,500 feet, into Milford Sound as we fluked a 
perfect day for that trip, and over many other parts of 
that beautiful country.  A lot of aviation over there, and I 
was particularly impressed with their collections of rare, 

classic and vintage aircraft, most of which are not only 
airworthy, but are taken out and given a thorough work-
out on a regular basis.  All in all a great experience. 
   
I'm really glad that I did it, but at the same time I'm also 
glad it's completed and that I am home again in one 
piece.  It felt like a huge undertaking in the little yellow 
aircraft I built in the back shed.  A few minor issues 
with the aircraft as you would expect, but it has proven 
itself to be a safe and very reliable aircraft, and quite a 
performer as well.  I was faster than most of the other 64 
aircraft on the safari, including the Falco, the Furio, 
which is a composite aircraft based on the Falco, the 
RNZAF CT-4, and the Mooney, only trailing the T-28 
Trojan and the 2 Cirrus aircraft in speed.  The safari was 
actually a pointscore competition and although we did 
not compete in the questions or photo identification 
parts as we were there for the sight seeing, so "the col-
our of the roof of the golf club at the intersection of the 
road at turnpoint 6" was not a high priority for us, but 
we did compete in the ETE component for each leg and 
finished within 5 seconds of our nominated time on 
quite a few legs.  This was enough to give us 38th place 
overall out of 65 aircraft, and also won the spot landing 
competition at Masterton.  Dave Green from Tamworth 
flew his Cirrus and competed seriously in all parts and 
achieved 10th place overall, much to the annoyance of 
the New Zealand Cirrus owner who managed 12th 
place, and he also won the "best dressed women" award 
at a cross-dressing dinner one night, when he arrived in 
a wedding gown, complete with veil and 2 ladies-in-
waiting wearing safari pith helmets carrying the 
train.....ah well, you had to be there......so all in all a 
really big few weeks and I must say I was glad 
to see Wedderburn appear on the horizon, even though it 
turned on a rotten crosswind for me that took 2 attempts 
to land.  A nice cuppa and bit of quiet time is now in 
order. 
Best regards 

Phil Ayrton  

Phil and his RV4, soon after he completed building it 

Below is a message to me from a very proud Phil Ayrton.  
It’s quite a story.   Thanks Phil          Ed 

Page 9 Wings over Illawarra (cont.) 

“The RAAF fielded the Roulettes aerobatic 
display team” 

Phil Ayrton flies his RV4 to New Zealand and back 
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NATFLY at Temora 

Wow, 1200 aircraft over 4 days makes NATFLY 2010 
the biggest and best fly-in in Australian history and the 
largest amateur aviation event South of Oshkosh. 
 
And what a venue it is with the new location at Temora 
including modern facilities and room to grow over the 
next two years. The venue was moved from Narromine 
after 12 years as the site clearly was not able to accom-
modate the expanding event. 
 
With literally thousands of visitors and hundreds of 
campers and enthusiasts from all over Australia this is 
now the premium Easter escape for aviators. And talk 
about friendly: the people of Temora are just the best 
hosts that an aviator could ask for. 
 
The longest flyer to attend Temora travelled over 2800 
NMs from Western Australia to be there. Wedderburn 
flyers were almost as keen with a number of members 
and their aircraft visiting during the event, including 
Greg Ackman, Glen Buttsworth, Tim Causer. Steve 
Cohen, Leigh Cunneen, Ami Gale, Robert Greig, Kevin 
Haydon and Margaret, Ian Harvie, Bob Hazell, Peter 
Hodgens and June Nicholson, Peter and John Light-
bown, Bob and Pat Peak, David Rittie, Doug Stickland, 
Dave Thomas and Richard Thompson. Even our former 
caretaker, Mike, was there to say ‘Hi’ to us all. 

The last member to arrive was David Bloomfield in his 
beautiful Katana arriving from Victoria at 1:15pm on 
Sunday. Sorry Dave it was all over by then as the great 
exodus started at 5.30am with the convoy of departing 
campers and aircraft streaming home continuously from 
first light. 
 
Those who stayed for the dinner at the Ex Serviceman’s 
Club on Saturday night were entertained by the awards 
ceremony and also by Rodney Stiff from Jabiru and Rod 
Birrell from Sunbury as well as the LAME Steve Tis-
sard. Howard Hughes of Lightwing fame was honoured 
with a recognition award for his contribution to the avia-
tion fraternity and his support for the schools aviation 
program. He had the audience rolling in the isles with 
his humour and wit. This was much needed as it was 2 
½ hours before the main course arrived by which time I 
was chewing my napkin. 
 
The variety and quality of factory built aircraft on show 
was, to say the least, impressive, with literally dozens of 
types available. So were the prices with fully equipped 
fly away aircraft with glass cockpits from $105,000 
( Xair). 
 
As usual the Temora Aero Club led by Bob Maslin 
came together with their usual unity providing food, 
drink and pilot support throughout the week. Nothing 
was too much trouble for this dedicated team as they 
proved again that the aviation fraternity is awash with 
great people at Temora. 
 
Although I only arrived on Saturday the venue was still 
in full swing and all the happy faces were confirmation 
that everyone was having a top time. I attended in my 
Long EZ via Griffith, Adelaide, Gawler, Port Augusta 
and Mildura. I finally arrived back at Wedderburn at 
3pm on Sunday after 5 days and 1500 NM in the saddle 
with the exhilarating glow of exhaustion that only pilots 
can know. 
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Above (from left): Steve Cohen, Leigh Cunneen, Tim Causer, David 
Rittie, Richard Thompson and Mike McKormick. Below: Dave Tho-
mas and Ian Harvie flew the Aeroncas (Champ and Chief) to Temora 

Although there was a good attendance by 
members from our club, I hope that next 
year will see more attending as this is cer-
tainly the premier aviation event on the an-
nual calendar and is clearly not just aimed at 
the lighter aircraft owners but all Recrea-
tional Aviation enthusiasts Australia wide. 
 
NATFY 2011 looks like it’s going to be 
even bigger and I would not miss it for any-
thing.  Make a note in your calendar now 
and I’ll see you there then. 
 

Greg Ackman 
Member # 312  

Thanks for the story Greg    .    .    .    .   Ed. 
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Above left: Kevin Haydon and Margaret are seen here kissing the spinner of Kevin’s RV8 (soon after some cham-
pagne was poured over it) at a launching ceremony and celebration held in Peter Hodgens’ hangar recently. 
Kevin says: “It is an RV8 with a fastback, side-lift canopy and engine cowl from “Showplanes.” I bought it from my 
friend, Rob Bower, in Visalia California, went over in April last year and disassembled and packed it into a con-
tainer myself and then reassembled it at Wedderburn. First flight went well and test hours are almost flown off.” 
Kevin has named this great looking aircraft “Margy n me” 

Above right: Dave Berry attended the celebration  -  suitably dressed. 

For all your piloting needs 
including maps, headsets, 
GPS, radio, books & more 

Drop in and see Chris or Lenka at Bankstown, or visit 
our website: www.conceptaviation.com.au 

Training courses are now available from Concept Aviation Theory College, delivered in our Bankstown 
Airport classrooms by our experienced teachers. Available courses include PPL, CPL and IREX. 

Go to our website: www.conceptaviation.com.au for details and timetables 

News  Snippets Page 11 

Above left: Victor Rimkus shows us his beautifully presented Mooney 201. 
Above right: This photo was taken at Lord Howe Island as Phil Ayrton made his way home from N.Z. Phil told the 
nice policeman that Amy Johnson was his heroine and he wasn’t trying to import drugs (heroine) to pay for the trip. 
He was a nice bloke and happy to let Phil off (and oblige with this photo). Full Story is on Page 9 
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Page 12 

Above: The central and northern taxiways were sealed in hot-mix asphalt a couple of months ago. 
 

Below: The southern taxiways were recently refreshed with a coating of ‘carbonyte’.  Pictured below 

is Taxiway “E/F” in the process of being coated. 

Doing   .   .   . 

Done   .    .    .    and    .    .    . .   .   .   Dried 

Doing   .   .   . 


