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Above: Six visiting aircraft from the Royal Newcastle Aero Club and two from the Schofields 
Flying Club (all on the left) attended the August Fly-in/Drive-in Brunch. (Sy’s Twin Pioneer and 

Russ Dan’s Cub are on the right.) Below left: Col Pay’s aircraft being shown to SAC members at 
Scone. Below right: Dave Thomas held a ‘hangar warming’ party in his brand new hangar. 
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Welcome  to  t he  Augus t /

September ‘09 edition of your 
Newsletter. 
 
You will notice that this issue looks 
different from the others. That’s 
because the Club’s photocopier is 
broken, and may be retired, and 
Bret Cavanagh has (at great per-
sonal effort and expense) kindly 
printed the whole thing with his 
colour laser printer. The printer can 
only print the smaller page size, but 
this is more than compensated for 
by the fact that the whole thing ap-

David Rittie (President) 0407 890 791 david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

Margaret Nightingale (Secretary) 0425 380 966 fireweed@netspace.net.au 
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Don Harvie 0407 231 333 donharvie@yahoo.com.au 
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pears in full colour. Thanks 
for your help here Bret. 
 
Four of our valued members 
have passed on from this 
world in the last two months. 
We have included tributes to 
Stephen Hobson and Kevin 
Rhodes in this issue. Barry 
Davis and Alan Crampton 
will be honoured in the next edition. 
 
There are some “Notices of Motion” 
in the Secretary’s section which will 
be voted on at the September Gen-
eral Meeting, and therefore, need 
your attention. 
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Thanks to all those who have contrib-
uted articles and photos to this edition 
of your Newsletter. 
 
Enjoy 

David Rittie 
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From  your  Editor 

You can contact your Newsletter Editor at david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

Need some exotic plants, or want some peaches or other stone fruit?  You can choose 

from a wide selection near the airfield, just around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLAND’S  Fruit, Nursery and Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234  or  0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

 

*The Harlands also do hangar concrete slabs, at very reasonable prices* 

Gary Malane’s Lightwing, Ray Feneley’s Jodel and Tim Causer’s Minicab arrive at Scone 
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Hi. 
 
It’s been a disastrous time for the Club since you re-
ceived your last Newsletter. In the last two months four 
of our most valued and dear members have passed away. 
They are Stephen Hobson, Barry Davis, and foundation 
members, Kevin Rhodes and Alan Crampton. 
 
Stephen Hobson died unexpectedly at a very young age 
(53), and one of the Club’s foundation members, Kevin 

Rhodes, passed away on June 28. Stephen and Kevin are 
honoured with tributes in this Newsletter. 
 

The much loved Barry Davis died after a long decline in 
health after suffering a stroke a couple of years ago, and 
just before we were going to print with this issue we 
heard of the unexpected death of Alan Crampton on 
July 29. Alan was a foundation member of our Club and 
brother of the late Gordon Crampton (our Club’s Presi-
dent for over 13 years). 
 
Tributes to Barry and Alan will appear in the next News-
letter. 
 
Runway Cracking 

A couple of Committee members along with Sam Ran-
dazzo are negotiating with contractors regarding the 
cracks that have appeared in our runway around the 
white painted markings. We are looking for some com-
pensation and also a repair scheme to correct the prob-
lem. 
 

General Meeting 
Please be aware that the Next General Meeting will be 
held on Sunday, September 20 (which is a week later 
than usual) just after the free BBQ lunch for the “Friends 
of the Runway”. The commemorative plaque will be un-
veiled at this event. 
 
Electricity 

Thanks to those of you who took the time to give us your 
thoughts and opinions about electrical power. Your com-
ments and advice are gratefully received. We will dis-
cuss the results and the way ahead, at length, at the next 
General Meeting in September. 
 
AFRU 

The purchase and installation of an Aerodrome Fre-
quency response Unit has been added to the Five Year 
Plan, and will be bought and installed in the 2010/11 
timeframe. 
 
Taxiways 

All the loose stones were vacuumed up a few weeks ago. 
Thanks to those who made this happen. 
 

Open Day 

The Open Day has been 
set for November 8. Be-
cause we were not able to 
find a volunteer to ar-
range and manage the 
event, the responsibility 
has fallen back on to the 
Committee. Experience 
tells us that it is never too 
early to start the plan-
ning, and so the Open 
Day Organising Commit-
tee (ODOC) has been 
formed, and consists of Margaret Nightingale, Margaret 
Adams and David Rittie. If you have any thoughts or 
input into the organising or the running of the Open Day 
please contact one of these members. 
 
Mailbox 

It’s good to see that many of you are becoming aware 
that we have an “Incoming Mail’ box inside the club-
house. All mail directed towards any Committee mem-
ber can be deposited there, saving you the cost of a 
stamp. The mailbox gets emptied almost daily. 
 
Hangar Space for Rent 

Because we are running out of hangar space we are keen 
to maintain a register of those wanting to rent hangar 
space, and those who have space to rent out. If you fit 
into either of these categories please contact our Secre-
tary, Margaret Nightingale, so that any current hangar 
space needs can be addressed. Margaret is also in charge 
of hangar site allocation. 
 
Email Addresses 
It appears that many of the members’ email addresses 
that are on the website are no longer valid. Please in-
form our Webmaster, Don Harvie, at: webmas-

ter@wedderburnairstrip.com.au, if you need to update 
your email address. 
 
Newsflashes 

We are continually finding members who have access to 
emails, and who do not receive the weekly Newsflashes. 
If you have changed your email address or you wish to 
start receiving the latest news, please notify our web-
master so that you can be kept up-to-date with Club 
matters. Don can include you in the “Newsflash” list 
and, if you wish, you can be added to the members 
email list which is on the website for the information of 
other members. 
 

That’s all for this issue, so until next time, please fly 
safely. 

David Rittie 

Words from the President Page 3 
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Hi Everyone 
 

Airfield Etiquette 

Just a couple of things that all mem-
bers need to remember when at the 
airfield so that everyone can enjoy our 
fantastic facilities and have lots of fun. 
 
Self Help. The NSW Sport Aircraft 
Club is a self-help club run by a man-
agement committee of 9 volunteers. If 
you see something that needs doing 
around the airfield please feel free to 
do it. If it is a big job that would take 3 
to 4 hours, then please contact Mat-
thew Gray or any other Committee 
member and find out if you can get a workday credit for 
fixing the problem. You could get someone else with 
more expertise to help you with it. The 9 people on the 
committee are not the sole “workers” in the club. 
 
The club is every member’s club. Thank you to all those 
who already contribute to our “self-help” ethos. 

Speed Limits 

The speed limit on the taxiways is 
20kph, and is 40kph on the dirt roads. 
Please limit your speeds for safety as 
well as maintenance particularly on the 
dirt roads to the north and south to the 
mine. This would be particularly appre-
ciated by our caretaker and Vic, our 
facilities co-ordinator. Please also give 
way to aircraft on taxiways. 
 
Taxiway Parking 

Please don’t park cars on the taxiways. 
Aircraft have right of way (after all it is 
an airfield). Cars and trailers etc should 
be parked at the sides of hangars where 

available, otherwise parallel to the taxiway as close to 
the hangar doors as possible or at the ends of the taxi-
ways. There are some aircraft than need most of the 
width of the taxiway for their wingspan. 
 
We all would appreciate everyone’s co-operation with 
these things. 

From the Secretary’s Desk Page 4 

There are some rule changes that the Committee has decided upon based on feedback from members. These changes 
will need to be ratified by the general membership at the September General Meeting. 
 
Rule 47(c) currently reads: 
(c) After four years “Social” membership, that member (subject to qualification) may become a “Full” member after 
paying the joining fee, less any credit for previous membership fees paid. 
 
As a result of discussion at various General Meetings regarding the joining fee the following rule will be added to 
Rule 47(c) 
 
MOTION: “That the club rules are amended to state: 
47(c) i. A social member may become a full member (subject to qualification) after paying the joining fee, less any 

credit for social membership fees paid, and/or credits accumulated under rule 47(c) ii. 

 

47(c) ii. Social members who actively participate in workday assigned duties will receive credits for those duties, 

accumulating at the same rate as penalties applied to full members who do not fulfil workday commitments, as 

defined in Club Rule 47(f). The accrued credits may be used to offset the joining fee when upgrading to full mem-

bership at some future date.” 
 

* * * * * 
 

Rule 47(e) currently reads: 
(e) Each (Full category) club member may construct two aircraft hangars on club property subject to the availability 
of hangar sites and club rules regarding lease of sites and construction of hangars. 
 
MOTION: “That the club rules are amended to state: 
Rule 47(e) Each (Full category) club member may own two aircraft hangars on club property subject to the avail-

ability of hangar sites and club rules regarding lease of sites and construction of hangars.” 
 

* * * * * 

Notice of Motions for the General Meeting to be held in the Clubhouse at Wedderburn on 
Sunday 20th September, 2009. 
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Left: Stan Nightingale’s Whisper 
motor glider has arrived in Aus-

tralia (finally), and at Right: a 
very happy Stan Nightingale. 
 

Below left: over 70 people at-
tended Dave Thomas’s hangar 

warming party, and at Right: 
Richard Thompson and Tim 
Causer chatting in Dave’s hangar 

 

When the club rules were revised a few years ago the State Government provided us with what are known as the 
“Model Rules” that guide associations and clubs like ours. We have amended some of the “Model Rules” in the past 
to suit our circumstances. It is proposed that Rule 11 is slightly modified to reflect our changing needs. 
 
Rule 11(a) currently reads: 
11 Disciplining of members  
(a) A complaint may be made to the committee by any person that a member of the association: 
 (i) has persistently refused or neglected to comply with a provision or provisions of these rules, or  
 (ii) has persistently and wilfully acted in a manner prejudicial to the interests of the association. 
 
In the following proposed rule change the word “persistently” has been moved in (i) and removed in (ii). 
 
MOTION: “That the club rules be amended to state: 
Rule 11 Disciplining of members  

(a) A complaint may be made to the committee by any person that a member of the association:  

 (i) has refused or persistently neglected to comply with a provision or provisions of these rules, or  

 (ii) has willfully acted in a manner prejudicial to the interests of the association.” 

 
* * * * * 

 
Please consider these three rule changes and bring your thoughts and opinions to the General Meeting in September. 
For each rule to be changed there needs to be a 75% majority in favour of the change. 
 
If you can’t make it to the meeting you can give your proxy to another member. Each member can hold up to five 
proxies but they must be originals. They can’t be emailed or faxed.  
 
I look forward to seeing you on 20th September, if not before. 
 
Keep the blue side up 

Margaret Nightingale 

From the Secretary’s Desk ( continued) Page 5 
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Bird  Talk 

Hi Everyone, 
 
I know I am holding up the production of this 
Newsletter so I will make my contribution very 
short this time. 
 
As David has mentioned, our Club has been 
saddened with the passing of four of our mem-
bers over the last two months. It is extremely 
hard for me, as only last week we said goodbye 
to Alan Crampton (Gordon’s wonderful 
brother) who had been such a loyal Club mem-
ber from the beginning of SAC and was always 
a true friend to me. Our other members, 
Stephen Hobson, Barry Davis and Kevin Rho-
des (another foundation member) along with 
Alan, will be sadly missed by all at SAC. Our 
thoughts are with their families at this very sad 
time. 
 
We had two very successful Sunday functions 
at Wedderburn recently. The Work Day on 
Sunday 28th June and the Fly-In/Drive-In 
Brunch on 2nd August saw a great turn out of 
members and visitors come along to enjoy 
themselves on both days. 
 

For our Work Day on Sunday 28th June we 
had 66 members sit down to the Lunch which 
the Ladies of the Social Committee had pre-
pared. Our ever popular Vegetable Soup was 
cooked to perfection and I know we were able 
to give second serves to most as it is just so de-
licious we always cook plenty. This was fol-
lowed by assorted sandwiches then trays full of 
tempting cakes We held a Raffle on the Work 
Day and the winner of 1st Prize of a $50.00 
Coles Fuel Card was won by Nick Vass and 
the 2nd Prize of a $20.00 Bunnings Gift Card 
was won by the Montagues. Congratulations to 
our winners and I “Thank” you all for support-
ing your Social Committee. 
 
We “Thank” you all for attending and working 
so hard to complete the list of jobs that had to 
done. To the team of Ladies who helped in the 
kitchen on this busy Work Day “Thank” you 
all for a job well done. It was so nice to wel-
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come another 
new lady helper 
on the day, 
Laraine, we ap-
preciated your 
help and we do 
hope to see you 
again soon. 
 

The Fly-In/

D r i v e - I n 

Brunch held on 
Sunday 2nd Au-
gust was a great day – weather wise it was per-
fect – then best of all the arrival of 6 Aircraft 
from the Royal Newcastle Aero Club, with 16 
members and friends aboard. Our wonderful 
members Jacquie and Doug Montague had sug-
gested that the “Royal” Pilots fly down to have 
a look around our Airfield and enjoy the 
Brunch with us to which they accepted. We 
also made welcome two other visiting aircraft 
from Schofields Flying School at Bankstown, 
arriving with 6 persons. They too had come 
along to join us for Brunch and a look around 
the airfield. I have been writing in our Newslet-
ter for months that I would like to see at least 
50 members and friends come to our Brunch 
days, and on the 2nd I got my wish. 
 
Our “Chefs” of the day, Dave and Rodney, 
were kept very busy cooking the delicious sau-
sages, bacon and eggs (toad in the hole style). 
In all we had 56 members and visitors sit down 
to the delicious meal. “Thanks” to the chefs and 
the Ladies for working flat out to make this day 
so successful. 
 
To our visitors, we do hope you will fly down 
again to join us at our next function, we did en-
joy having you with us and even though the 
time was short I know you did hear some of the 
history of how the Sport Aircraft Club was es-
tablished 30 years ago. Our “Thanks” again to 
Jacquie and Doug for making all the arrange-
ments to have their friends fly down from New-
castle to be with our members for the day. 
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Page 7 Bird  Talk (cont.) 

First week in March saw the departure 
from Wedderburn of the Minicab GY-
201, VH-DCU, bound for restoration by 
its new owner in Mildura. 
 
DCU was the first amateur built two-
seater aircraft, built from plans (not 
kits)) under ANO 100-18 in Australia. 
Built by the late Jack Brightwell and 
Ron Lalor as a joint venture, construc-
tion was completed in 18 months, work-
ing weekends and occasional nights. 
 
Many were the would-be aircraft builder 
members of the NSW division of the 
ULAA (whose efforts were responsible 
for the airfield that we enjoy today) who had their first 
airborne experience in Delta Charlie Uniform (and more 
importantly, their wives) at the fly-ins at Hoxton Park, 
Camden, the St. Marys quarry strip etc. also would-be 
builders who came from Qld, Vic, SA, and WA for the 
experience. Powered by a Continental C-85 engine, it 
could out-perform a Cessna 150. First flight was made at 
Camden by Ron Lalor on 25th January, 1963, followed 
by DCA tests for issue of Certificate of Airworthiness on 
11th April, 1963. 
 
DCU was used extensively most weekends when Ron 
and the late Ivan Arcon searched the Sydney basin for 
possible sites for the ULAA to build an airstrip. Many 
were inspected in vain, until David Archer came upon 

the present site. 
 
Amongst its claims to fame were winning the first 
closed circuit Air Race for amateur built aircraft, held 
at Bathurst by the local aero club, and sponsored by Air 
BP, in October 1968, and DCU being the first amateur 
built aircraft approved by DCA for the owner/builder to 
train and receive a Private Pilot Licence.  
 
The end of the year could see her fly again, albeit under 
a new registration. 
 

Ron Lalor, 17th June 2009 

A  LITTLE  BIT  OF  HISTORY 

WORK DAY    SATURDAY   29TH AUGUST, 2009  

Yes, remember this is a FREE LUNCH and it is on SATURDAY not Sunday. This will be our sec-
ond last Work Day of this year and as everyone knows we have a lot of work to be done in readi-
ness for our Open Day on Sunday 8th November. We cannot leave all the projects to our last work 
day of the year in October so please arrive to work (and eat) at our August 29th Work Day. When 
you arrive in the Clubhouse there will be a list of jobs to be done that Matthew will have prepared 
and YES there will be a job just waiting for YOU. The Ladies and Gents of the Social Committee 
will be preparing and serving a wonderful lunch for all who attend. The Menu has not been de-
cided at this moment but as you all know the spread will be delicious. See you all on SATURDAY 
29th AUGUST 
 

OPEN DAY         8th NOVEMBER, 2009 

Please place this date Sunday 8th November in your diary NOW. Planning of this wonderful day 
has commenced and the SAC Committee will be organising our day like last year. It is very impor-
tant that all members get behind the Committee to help with important tasks when called upon, this 
is the only way to make sure the Open Day will be successful. 
 

Cheers 

Margaret Adams  
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Hello Everyone, 
 

When you get to read this I will be in the USA, going to 
Oshkosh and doing other terrible things  -  just having a 
good time. Well! Somebody has to do it! 
 
The last Social Workday was a great success, and did-
n’t we get some much needed jobs done. A big thank 
you to all who attended and got stuck in to make it all 
happen – but you know what…. one of the really good 
things about the day apart from the usual socializing 
whilst carrying out the work (and of course lunch) was 
the fact that a number of people stayed on at the airport 
after lunch and got their planes out to go flying. It was 
good to see a number of members taking advantage of 
the great flying conditions and we really want to see 
more of this sort of thing happening. The idea of every-
one enjoying themselves was one of the main drivers 
behind the Committee’s decision to reduce the Social/
Workday from eight hours back to four, so… get out 
there and go flying guys, after all, isn’t that one of the 
main reasons we are all out there? 
 
The next Social Workday is scheduled for Saturday 
August 29. As usual there will be a complete list of 
workday jobs posted on the website around a week or 
so before the day, so be sure to take a look, and come 
prepared as necessary for what you would like to get 
involved with. As usual, any tools or other equipment 
you can bring from home never goes astray. 
 

As mentioned on previous occasions, the list of all 
those who attend these Social/Work days is made up of 

those who sign onto the sheets in the clubhouse, and be-
fore 9.30am on the day. If you are going to be late, due to 
traffic or some other problem en- route, let me know, oth-
erwise you won't be able to record the credit against your 
name after this time – this is just to keep if fair for every-
one who does make it there on time 
 
Well, that’s all for this edition, so I will now get back to 
the grind of enjoying my time in the ‘good old USA’. 
 
See you all on Saturday, August 29. 
 
Kind Regards 

Matthew Gray 

 
P.S. Don’t forget that my beautiful Beagle Airedale (as 
pictured above) is for sale. Any Offers?                   M.G. 

Page 8 Work / Social Day Activities 

Hangar S3, three and a half years old. White and 
blue coloured. 15 meters wide and 15.5 meters 
deep, with driveway and roller door access to road. 
Has also a council approved mezzanine floor, full 
width by 3.6 meters deep. 
 

Price is $120,000 (negotiable). 
 

Call the owner, Mel Musemeci, on 0417 065 574, 
or Robert Greig on 0418 271 188 to view. 

Hangar S3 is For Sale 
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Page 9 

Montague, Bruce Nash, Derek Nash, June Nicholson, 
David Rittie, Walter Schranz, Bernie Stevermuer with 
Tara, Sebastian and Ashton, Jan Zytka. 
 
Thanks to Phil Ayrton for organising this event, and for 
writing the story. 

Ed. 

The 2nd Winter RV Fly-in Brekkie/Show and Shine at 
Wollongong was a great success. 17 aircraft flew in on a 
sunny Sunday morning and quite a few drive-ins as well. 
 
The awards presented included the following: 
Best RV-4: Bruce Nash VH-BXN. 
Best RV-6/6A: Peter Bennett VH-XPB. 
Best RV-7/7A: Karl Ahamer VH-KAX. 
Best RV-9/9A: Doug Montague VH-DCM. 
 
Special mention and congratulations go to Margaret and 
Graham Dunford, whose very nice recently completed 
RV-7 had its first outing to a fly-in type event, so hope-
fully we'll see much more of them in the future. 
 
Breakfast and coffee at the Aviator Lounge was of the 
usual high standard, so thank you to all who participated, 
and special thanks to SAAA Chapter 4 Events Co-
ordinator John de Battista for his hard work on the day. 
 
See y'all next year. 

Phil Ayrton 
 
The following SAC members and friends attended the 
RV Fly-in and Brekkie: 
Phil Ayrton and Anne, Peter Bowman, Grahame Dun-
ford and Margaret, Ami Gale, Kevin Haydon with Mar-
garet, Bob Hazell, Peter Hodgens, Randall Krebs, Doug 

RV Fly-in & Brekkie, Wollongong, June 7 

Wings  Away 

For all your piloting 
needs 
including maps, 

Drop in and see Chris or George at Bank-
stown, or visit our website: 

Training courses are now available from Concept Aviation Theory College, deliv-
ered in our Bankstown Airport classrooms by our experienced teachers. Available 

courses include PPL, CPL and IREX. 

Ami Gale’s very slick RV4 

The RVs of Grahame Dunford, Doug Montague and Bruce Nash.   Jab 

Randall Krebs and his fresh-looking Zenith 
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CAMDEN  HIRE 

Caters for just about all equipment, construction, earthmoving 
and landscaping hire requirements. 

Big job or small, the staff at Camden Hire will help you pick 
the right tools for the job. 

Visit their website  -  www.camdenhire.com.au 

 

The dinner and dance at the Aero Club’s hangar that 
night was a great success. The food was excellent, the 
music about as loud as you can get and there was a coal 
wash filter outside being used as a fireplace which was 
an attractive place to be on that cold evening. Altogether 
there were almost 100 people present. 

The following morning Val Quinell (old Qantas mate) 
showed us through the late Col Pay’s hangar (the ‘toy 
shop’ as Val called it) full of interesting and historic 
aircraft and engines. The main point of interest was the 
restoration work being carried out on the crop duster/
water bombing aircraft that Col was flying when he 
died. 
 
Early afternoon saw us boarding our aircraft and head-
ing back to Wedderburn. All arrived home safe later that 
afternoon. 
 
Our thanks go to Neville Partridge and the  Scone Aero 
Club for inviting us to the “Pink Night”. Special thanks 
to Val Quinell for showing us the ‘toy shop’ and also to 
“Hendo” for chauffering us around. 
 
The following SAC members attended the “Pink Night”: 
Tim Causer, Ray Feneley, Anne and Greg Goulding, 
Gary Malane, David Rittie, Richard Shennan, Dave 
Thomas and Jan Zytka. 

:David Rittie 

While we were at the Middlebrook Station a few months 
ago we were invited to attend the Scone Aero Club’s 
“Pink Night” on 17th July. 
 
A group of SAC members accepted the invitation to 
have a good time whilst supporting the Cancer Council, 
who would receive all the profits from the night. 
 
Saturday morning had seven of our aircraft departing in 
perfect weather for Scone, some of whom flew up Vic-
tor One and then on to Scone. The group consisted of 
Dave Thomas in the Aeronca, Ray Feneley in the Jodel, 
Jan Zytka in the Storm, Gary Malane in the Lightwing 
Speed, Tim Causer in the Minicab, Anne and Greg 
Goulding in the Seneca and David Rittie in the Jabiru. 
 
We were welcomed at Scone by their Aero Club’s Presi-
dent, Neville Partridge, who arranged transport to our 
motel. Our driver was “Hendo” who had been our host 
at Middlebrook a few weeks earlier. 
 
To keep us occupied for the afternoon Hendo drove us 
to Burning Mountain, which is a coal seam that has been 
burning for either 2,000 or 5,000 years (depending on 
who is telling the story). It is quite a healthy 30 minute 
trek to the top of the mountain, where the coal on the 
surface is glowing and smoking quietly away. Interest-

ing, but quite unspectacular during daylight hours, but 
something that shouldn’t be missed. 
 

The ‘Pink Night’ at Scone, July 17 

Page 10 Wings  Away (cont.) 

At Burning Mountain 

The dinner and dance was a great success 
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*    *    *    UPCOMING  FLYING  AND SOCIAL  EVENTS    *    *    * 

Itinerary and accommodation is as follows: 
 
Saturday 10th October 
Wedderburn, Griffith, Mungo Lodge (1 night). 
Accommodation at Mungo Lodge: Mungo Lodge Phone 
(03) 5029 7297. Speak with Eva. 
 
Sunday 11th October 
Mungo Lodge, Broken Hill (2 nights). 
Accommodation at Broken Hill: Williana Motor Inn. 
Phone (08) 8088 3355.  
 
Tuesday 13th October 
Broken Hill, Parachilna, Arkaroola (1 night). 
Accommodation at Arkaroola: Callitris Lodge. Phone 
(08) 8648 4848. Speak with Terri. 
 
Wednesday 14th October 
Arkaroola, William Creek (1 night). 
Accommodation at William Creek: William Creek Ho-
tel. Phone (08) 8670 7880. Speak with Adrianna. 
 
Thursday 15th October 
William Creek, Maree, Milparinka (1 night). 
Accommodation at Milparinka: Milparinka Hotel. 
Phone (08) 8091 3863. 
 

Friday 16th October 
Milparinka, White Cliffs (1 night). 
Accommodation at White Cliffs: White Cliffs Hotel. 
Phone (08) 8091 6606. 
 
Saturday 17th October 
White Cliffs, Narromine, Wedderburn  
 
Important Information 
Accommodation has been confirmed for SAC members 
for approximately 14 people at each destination. It is up 
to those coming to phone and secure a room at each des-
tination.  Please note that at Mungo Lodge and William 
Creek there are now only two rooms left after taking 
into account those who have now confirmed. If accom-
modation has not been reconfirmed by the end of Au-
gust, the rooms may no longer be available. 
 
If you are considering coming along, can you please 
drop me an email or call to let me know. Any questions 
please email or call me. 
 
Email: wes.brown@sespl.com.au  
0410 403 404 (Mobile), (02) 9712 8712 (Home) 
 
Best Regards, 

Wes Brown 

October Air Safari 

 

High Country RV Fly-in Brekkie October 4 (Sunday) Itinerary. 
 

9.00  -  11.00 RV Fly-in Brekkie at Tumut, hosted by Tumut Aero Club (Barry Anstey) followed by  .  .  . 
12.00  -  2.00 Fly-in/drive-in BBQ lunch at Jindabyne (Mike Fischer). 
 

The Tumut RV Fly-in Brekkie has become an annual get together, all aircraft welcome with an emphasis on RV 
types, and later that day the Jindabyne guys are throwing a BBQ lunch for all comers (approx 75nm from Tumut), so 
why not make a really nice day of it, and have a look at all the work they've been doing at Jindabyne. Details in 
ERSA but additional local notes will be circulated closer to the time on the Thursday Newsflash. 

Phil Ayrton  .  .  0417 210 731  

 

If you want to stage an event, or invite the Club to join you on a flying jaunt please talk to me. You will earn addi-

tional Championship points.           Bret Cavanagh 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS.  Put ‘em in your diary 
 

August 29 (Saturday)  Social Workday, sign in at 9am. Free lunch  [Contact: Matthew Gray] 
September 20 (Sunday) Friends of the Runway BBQ, midday, free lunch [Contact: David Rittie] 
September 20 (Sunday) General Meeting, 2pm, Clubhouse   [Contact: Margaret Nightingale] 
October 4 (Sunday) High Country RV Fly-in Brekkie. More details below. [Contact: Phil Ayrton] 
October 10 (Saturday) October Air Safari. More details below.  [Contact: Wes Brown] 
November 7 (Saturday) Pre “Open Day” Party, Hangar N4, 6pm onwards [Contact: G. Goulding 9546 7435] 
November 8 (Sunday) Annual Open Day. Gates open at 9am   [Contact: Margaret Nightingale] 

 

December 13 (Sunday)  NSW SAC  CHRISTMAS  PARTY and awards presentation gathering. 

Albion Park Aviators Lounge, midday.         DON’T  MISS  OUT       Put it in your diary NOW 
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BORN 17/4/1956 AND PASSED AWAY 15/6/2009 
 

STEPHEN ATTENDED BRIGHTON LE SANDS PUBLIC SCHOOL AND WENT ON TO KOGARAH HIGH SCHOOL. 
HE COMMENCED HIS EARLY WORKING LIFE AS A PRODUCTION PLANNER FOR COMPANIES SUCH AS NALLY 
PLASTICS AND ALCATEL, HE THEN MOVED INTO SECURITY AND CASH IN TRANSIT FOR ARMAGUARD AND 
HE EVENTUALLY BECAME A BUS DRIVER WORKING FOR MURRAYS AND MOST RECENTLY TELFORDS BUS 
SERVICE. 
 

STEPHEN OBTAINED HIS FIXED WING PILOT LICENCE IN 1978 AND HIS HELICOPTER PILOT LICENCE IN 1983, 
AND THEN EVENTUALLY OBTAINING HIS COMMERCIAL HELICOPTER PILOT LICENCE IN 1986. IN STEPHENS 
CAREER AS A HELICOPTER PILOT HE FLEW BELL 47 AND ROBINSON R22 HELICOPTERS IN SUCH ROLES AS 
CROP DUSTING, FROST CONTROL, CATTLE MUSTERING, JOY RIDES, PASSENGER TRANSFERS EVEN INCLUD-
ING SOME CELEBRITIES SUCH AS ROLF HARRIS AND SANTA CLAUS DROPS WITH SANTA BEING DELIVERED 
ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS TO THE PARK ADJACENT TO BRIGHTON FISHOS CLUB IN BRIGHTON. 
 

STEPHEN LOVES FLIGHT AND HAS EVEN FLOWN HANG GLIDERS, ULTRA LIGHTS AND GYRO COPTERS. 
HE HAD MANY INTERESTS AND ONE WAS JAZZ MUSIC, FOR SOME TIME IN THE EARLY 1990S HE HAD HIS 
OWN JAZZ MUSIC PROGRAMME ON THE COMMUNITY RADIO STATION BFM 88.9. 
 

OTHER INTERESTS INCLUDED WATER SKIING, SCUBA DIVING AND AMATEUR RADIO. 
STEPHEN WAS A MEMBER OF NSW SPORTS AIRCRAFT CLUB AT WEDDERBURN AND EVEN BROUGHT HIS 
FIRST PLANE, A GRUMMAN TIGER IN 2007. HE HAD TOTAL FLYING HOURS OF FIXED WING AIRCRAFT 534 
HOURS AND HELICOPTERS -751 HOURS. 
 

HE IS A LOYAL FRIEND, GREAT BLOKE AND IS SURVIVED BY HIS PARTNER, CARMEL AND HIS DAUGHTER 
HAYLEY. 
 

STEPHEN WILL BE GREATLY MISSED BY ALL THAT KNEW HIM. 
 

Rebecca Casson 

I met Stephen in early 1975 when he was about 19 

and I had just received my Restricted PPL Licence. 

Steve was working for Utile P/L a company that I 

had been buying parts from for my manufacturing 

business. We struck up a friendship based on our 

mutual fascination with flying. Soon Steve and I 

were flying all around the training area together 

with me as the pilot and he as the share-cost passen-

ger. I usually went flying every week of two and 

Steve would more than not be my willing passenger. 

As he didn’t drive at that time I would pick him up 

at his Rockdale home on my way to Bankstown Air-

port. We would rent a Cherokee 140 for an hour and 

loose ourselves in the sky for a brief time of fun.  

What he really loved was the Helicopter and his 

dream was to learn to fly the Bell 47 and that was 

finally realised when he obtained his licence. He 

steadily gained hours when funds were available and 

eventually obtained his Commercial Licence. He 

wanted to earn a living as a Professional Helicopter 

Pilot. Alas this was not realised as the income was 

not sufficient to do this so he was content to do part 

time work flying his beloved Bell 47 on the occa-

sional charter. Over the last 20 years we drifted 

apart and I would bump into him every few years for 

a chat. The last time I saw Steve was about 12 

months ago when we met at Wedderburn and he in-

formed me that he was flying the Grumman AA5B 

with Col Sundstrom. We agreed to meet up again to 

go flying together in my Grumman but this did not 

eventuate. I am disappointed that I didn’t get a 

chance to fly again with Steve and I will always have 

fond memories of him as a flying mate with me for-

ever. Bon Voyage  Steve. 

 

 TO FLY 

To fly aloft and dance the sun streamed sky,  

To take the Magic lift ascending high,  

To see and feel the dreams that birds do know,  

To travel with just wind and clouds that flow,  

These things you felt my friend it made you grow.  

Your passing left a gap we cannot fill, 

Just memories the face of joy and thrill. 

Those things we shared, that secret world of flight,  

The beacon of our wandering hearts delight,  

Still burning ever bright about this place  

Those things not said before God's firm embrace. 

We miss you so! 

 

Greg Ackman. June 19th 2009  

STEPHEN  HOBSON   a  Flying  Buddy 
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Vale       .       KEVIN  LESLIE  RHODES 
 

Kevin was a foundation member of SAC, joining as so many others, whilst still a member 
of the SAAA. 
 

When we were establishing our Airfield Kevin was amongst the band of dedicated workers 
who toiled into the night during the week and every weekend to make sure all the major 
projects were completed. They were tough times for all in the early 80’s but working to-
gether as a team we all noticed great improvements were happening. Work on the Club-
house after it had been transported to the airfield had to be carried out, lots of digging for 
water pipes to be laid, areas to be cleared for hangars, and most importantly our dirt strip 
had to be maintained and you would always find Kevin there lending a hand. 
 

To raise money for the club we held many Social evenings and Kevin, along with Cecily, 
would always support these evenings and together with all the members attending a great 
night was always assured with Kevin and Cecily there. We all had a fantastic time together 
and of course there was no rest on the next day as everyone had to get back to work on the 
Sunday to work on another important task. 
 

I have found in a 1993 Newsletter a little story written by Gordon, thanking Kevin for 
completing a project, and I think this sums up our mate Kevin: 
“THE “AT LONG LAST DEPT.” Yes, finally, at long last, can you believe it, we now have 

hot showers in the Clubhouse (1 each Ladies and Gents) and hot water to the sink in the 

kitchen. For this amenity we can thank Kevin Rhodes who did nearly all the work involved 

with at times a little help from one or two members who were occasionally co-opted to give 

a hand. As yet I haven’t had an opportunity to use this latest improvement to the amenities 

of the club but I’m assured by those who have that it was well worth waiting for and I know 

that the Ladies already greatly appreciate having hot water “on tap” in the kitchen. 

Thanks Kevin from us all for this long awaited luxury” 

This seems all so long ago but I think we can all appreciate we did have to wait for many 
improvements to be carried out for there was always a more important project that had to 
be done. 
 

When time permitted Kevin enjoyed flying his Auster WRB to compete in various compe-
titions and also to attend fly-aways. From some of the stories he told on his return (over a 
few beers) we knew he had always had a great time. We all celebrated when Kevin finished 
building his Hangar. This was a milestone (as happened with so many of our foundation 
members they were too busy working for the Club to finish their own Hangars). 
 

Kevin, due to illness, was unable to attend our recent celebration of our 30th Birthday, but 
he and Cecily were always in our thoughts as they both were very important friends of our 
Club and we had many conversations over the phone and Kevin would always be interested 
in what was happening out at his club. Kevin played such an important role in the estab-
lishment of SAC with his dedication and was a wonderful club member. 
 

To Cecily, our loving thoughts are with you at this sad time and we with you, have wonder-
ful memories of Kevin, he will not be forgotten. 

Margaret Adams 
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In late ’69 I had a nasty fall while skiing on our southern slopes and severely injured my left knee, two 
months before my flying licence medical was due. Because of my leg I could not obtain my medical 
which was frustrating as I was enjoying my early flying days. 
 
One Saturday morning, in the Herald, there was an advertisement which read “Wanted – members for 
Sydney Technical College Gliding Club - contact Kevin Rhodes etc.”  I wrote a letter of interest to Kev 
and got a letter back saying he did not care if I had a wooden leg so long as I was keen, as the club needed 
a bit of enthusiasm to push it a long. Bingo I was in. 
 
I met Kev at Bathurst Aerodrome the following weekend and was very impressed with their set up – basic 
but acceptable. They operated on the grass parallel to the main strip with one “Blanik” two-seater glider 
and a KA 2 which had been built by Jack Davo, at the Oaks, with Kel Gore. A local Tiger Moth was used 
for launching, later switching to an Auster and a Cub.  No clubhouse, just a caravan we used for op’s. 
 
Kev was a very busy member of the Club doing everything from paper work to maintenance, being a 
LAME with Qantas this was right up his alley. The Aero Club house was used for socialising. As we pro-
gressed we had trouble with our Auster Tugs which kept Kev very busy working on them and chasing up 
parts. 
 
Meanwhile we had started building a hangar - grass roots stuff - just like Wedderburn - men doing the 
work while our Ladies kept the coffee and steak sandwiches up to us. 
 
We eventually obtained an Auster WRB, with a Chipmunk motor in it, very good because a “Blanik” 
loaded was a big load for the smaller Gipsy motors. 
 
However, our fortunes were about to change, WRB was being fuelled up at Bathurst bowsers, when full, 
the tug pilot started the motor and she took off without him, straight through the bowser and into the small 
shed behind - a sad sight indeed. Kev made a bid for the wreck and as he was also a member of the Ultra 
Light Association of Australia (Now S.A.A.A.) he proceeded to restore it in his back yard at Turramurra. 
Hhowever when it was nearly finished a bush fire came through his area and burnt all the fabric off. As the 
Auster was his passion Kev started over again, eventually finishing up with a beautiful aircraft. He took it 
to Bathurst, assembled it and it checked out OK, so he began flying with our current tug pilot to become a 
qualified Auster Pilot. 
 
Meanwhile, Wedderburn came on the scene and a lot of the S.A.A.A. members were toiling steadily away 
building a Sport Aviation Airfield and we dropped off attending the Bathurst Gliding Club as it was pro-
gressing well and had moved to their own field further west. 
 
As Wedderburn progressed we built our own hangars and I purchased CYD a 150B Cessna. 
 
I did a lot of flying with Kev in WRB ranging from Kingaroy to St. Arnaud in Victoria.  Kev was a very 
competent pilot and for a little bloke he did a great job of flying WRB, even though his nav needed a little 
help now and then! We did a lot of flying together and in our individual aircraft attending many airshows, 
competitions, fly-aways  -  name it and we were there. 
 
Both Bathurst Gliding Club and SAC Wedderburn are very progressive clubs “Thanks” to the efforts of a 
dedicated few of which Kev and myself were very proud to be a small part of. 
 

Fly in peace Kev you will always be remembered at Bathurst and at Wedderburn and in the hearts 

of those who knew you. 

George “H” 

FLYING  WITH  KEVIN  RHODES 
BY  GEORGE  HENNESSY 
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