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Above left: Doug Stickland‘s brand new Evector Sports Star and at right: Gordon Steer with his Cessna 

172, which has just emerged from a 13 year restoration project. More pictures of these appear on Page9. 

Below: Some SAC aircraft at Wollongong.  From left: David Rittie‘s Jabiru SP, Doug Stickland‘s Sports 

Star, Simon Bates‘ Long EZ, the Sky Ranger flown by Steve Cohen, and Peter Lightbown‘s Jabiru J230 

Visit our website:- www.wedderburnairstrip.com.au 
Contact your Newsletter Editor at 

david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

*      *     GLADYS PRIDDLE PASSES ON AFTER HER BATTLE WITH CANCER     *      * 

Just as we were going to print we heard the sad news of the passing of Gladys Priddle, wife of John and 

mother of Robert. Our condolences go to John, Robert and the extended Priddle family.  Funeral held 8/8/11 
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Need some exotic plants, or want some peaches or other stone fruit?  You can choose 

from a wide selection near the airfield, just around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLAND‟S  Fruit, Nursery and Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234  or  0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

 

*The Harlands also do hangar concrete slabs, at very reasonable prices* 
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If you want to stage an event, or invite the Club to join you on a flying jaunt please talk to me. You will earn addi-

tional Championship points.           Bret Cavanagh 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS.  Put „em in your diary 

 

Social Workday.  Saturday, 27th August. Sign in at 9am. Free lunch for members. Wedderburn 

     Contact: Richard Thompson. 

 

Queensland Outback Safari Sunday 28th August to Saturday 10th September   NSW and QLD 

    Contact: Vic Laybutt. 0414 734 540, 9520 2958 or at  vic.l@optusnet.com.au 

 

General Meeting.  Sunday, 18th September, 2pm, in the Clubhouse.   Wedderburn 

     Contact: Margaret Nightingale. 

 

New Constitution Special General Meeting, Phase 1 Sunday, 23rd October, 2pm  Clubhouse 

     Contact: Margaret Nightingale. 

 

Social Workday.   Sunday, 30th October. Sign in at 9am. Free lunch for members. Wedderburn 

     Contact: Richard Thompson. 
 

Annual Open Day.   Sunday 13th November      Wedderburn 

     Contact: Geoff May. 0404 084 199 
 

Temora Air Show.   Saturday 19th November.     Temora 
 

New Constitution Special General Meeting, Phase 2 Sunday, 27th November, 2pm  Clubhouse 

     Contact: Margaret Nightingale. 
 

COMING SOON  -  CHRISTMAS PARTY & ANNUAL AWARDS PRESENTATION      Watch for details 

 

We need members to organise some social events and some flying adventures. Please contact Bret Cavanagh if 

you are able to organise an event (or two). 

*    *    UPCOMING  FLYING  AND  SOCIAL  EVENTS    *    * 

mailto:vic.l@optusnet.com.au


 

 

Welcome to the August/September 

2011 issue of your Newsletter. 

 

Recent events include Richard 

Thompson‘s 21st birthday party, but 

the Avalon Fly-by was abandoned 

due to the weather, and Hollyburn 

has been postponed. Never mind. 

 

Along with the regular articles writ-

ten by the usual suspects, 

you will find some interest-

ing pictures of some recent-

ly unveiled aircraft con-

tained in this issue, along 

with some new arrivals. 

 

Members will find, included with 

this Newsletter, some fire mitigation 

pamphlets, and hangar owners will 

find also some warning stickers for 

their hangars. Read all about it in 

Hi there. 

 

New Constitution 

The New Constitution Sub-

Committee has arrived at a series of 

recommendations for some rules that 

should be contained in a new Club 

Constitution. These points will be 

debated at a Special General Meeting 

to be held on 23nd October. The deci-

sion of the members at this meeting 

will then be voted upon at the second 

Special General Meeting to be held 

on 27th November. Any changes will 

require the usual 75% majority. 

 

Details of the proposed changes are 

listed in the Secretary‘s column on 

Page 4 of this Newsletter. 

 

Machinery Shed 

In case you hadn‘t noticed, the old 

machinery shed has been re-erected 

near the old BBQ area. The shed is 

three metres wider than it used to be 

so that the grader, for the first time in 

its life, can be put under cover. See 

the picture on Page 4. 

 

Our thanks go to those who assisted 

with this project. 

 

Toilet Blocks 

The construction of the two toilet 

blocks in the northern precinct has 

taken a step forward with the pouring 

of both of the concrete slabs. The 

toiles are being built in Hangar Rows 

―P‖ and ―V‖. 

 

Again, our thanks go to the dedicated 

members who made this happen. 

Fire Mitigation 

You will have noticed that much of 

the undergrowth in our various green 

belts has been removed. This work 

has been done by a task force organ-

ised by the Rural Fire Service, and 

will significantly reduce the danger 

of bushfire at our airfield. 

 

Avalon Fly-by 

Unfortunately, the group that assem-

bled at the airfield ready to do the 

flypast in support of the annual Ava-

lon Tattoo had to cancel the flight 

due to the weather. Our member and 

organiser, Neil Johnson, thanks us for 

our good intentions, and will proba-

bly invite us to try again next year. 

 

Queensland Outback Safari 

By the time you read this Newsletter 

a group of our members will be mak-

ing last minute preparations to depart 

on this year‘s big trip to Adels Grove 

in north Queensland. It is not too late 

to join in, so contact Vic Laybutt on 

0414 734 540. for more details. 

 

Hollyburn 

Due to a variety of reasons the Holly-

burn event, which was originally 

scheduled for July 23, had to be post-

poned at the eleventh hour. The two 

organisers, Wendi Leigh and Dave 

Berry, are keen to reschedule the 

event for later in the year during the 

warmer months. Watch the News-

flashes for the new date. 

 

Fly Neighbourly 

Please continue to take particular care 

to follow our ―Fly neighbourly‖ poli-

Lloyd Shepherd‘s explanation on 

Page 8 of this Newsletter.  
 

Thanks to everyone for their contri-

butions to this issue. Enjoy. 
 

David Rittie 
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You can contact your Newsletter Editor at david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

From  your  Editor 
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cy and avoid annoying members of 

the local Wedderburn community. 

Not only is the noise upsetting to 

them, but they also feel that their 

safety is threatened by the per-

ceived low flying over their homes. 

 

When landing, please beware of 

kangaroos and other wildlife on 

the runway. These animals are be-

coming bolder and tamer, with the 

most danger being in the late after-

noon. Wherever possible, and for 

everyone‘s sake, please try to dis-

courage these animals from coming 

onto the airfield by any appropriate 

means. 

 

Randall‟s Jodel 

The late Randall Krebs‘ partially 

completed Jodel DR250 project is 

up for sale. (More details appear on 

Page 11). Hopefully, the aircraft 

will be completed by a keen build-

er, and keep Randall‘s dream alive. 

 

Please fly safely. 

David Rittie 

Words from the President 



 

 

Hi Everyone 

 

Well it‘s August already and hopefully the really cold 

weather will soon be over. There have been some 

beautiful days for flying in the past week or so and I 

hope many of you have been lucky enough to take 

advantage of them after all that rain. 

 

September General Meeting 

The next General Meeting will be held on Sunday18th 

September at 2pm, in the Clubhouse. There are no 

notices of motion for this meeting at this stage. 

 

New Constitution Meeting 

There will be a ‗New Constitution Special General 

Meeting – Phase 1‘ to be held on Sunday, 23rd Octo-

ber at 2pm, in the Clubhouse. This meeting is your 

chance to argue your point of view, nicely, about pro-

posed changes to the club‘s constitution. 

 

The New Constitution Sub-Committee has identified 

seven items where the new Constitution (from the 

Office of Fair Trading) differs significantly from our 

existing rules, or where members have expressed a 

desire to change our existing rules. These items for 

discussion are: 

1.   Item 11: Disciplining of Members – the use of the 

word ―persistently‖. 

2.   Item 12: Right of Appeal of a Disciplined Mem-

ber. 

      a  (4): use of proxy votes. 

      b  (5): 75% majority, or simple majority. 

3.   Item 22(3): minimum of 3 members of a sub-

committee. 

4.   Item 32(3):  the number of proxies each member 

can hold. 

5.   Item 34: Postal Ballots. 

6.   Item 33: Proxy votes are not permitted. 

7.   Item 10(3): Mandatory arbitration for disputes. 

There may be other points you would like considered. 

 

The sub-committee will also propose that some parts 

of the constitution are moved out of the constitution 

itself. These will be included in a new document per-

haps called ―The Standing Orders of the NSW Sport 

Aircraft Club‖ which is a list of those items in Part 6 

of the existing rules that reflect the way we all behave 

on the airfield. 

 

Now, before you get carried away, the document that 

compares the proposed new constitution and existing 

club rules is available for everyone to read, which 

puts the above items for discussion into context.  If 

you intend to come to the first meeting you will need 

to read the entire document so you know what you‘re 

talking about. If you would like a copy to read you 

From  the  Secretary‟s  Desk 

will need to email me at:  

fireweed@netspace.net.au  

or call me on 0425 380 966 

and leave a message and I 

will either post a hard copy 

to you or email a copy back 

to you. 

 

It is the Sub-Committee‘s 

intention to give everyone 

the opportunity to have 

their say and try to per-

suade others. It is also their 

intention to have the consti-

tution that most agree with voted on at a meeting in late 

November. What they would like to avoid is having mem-

bers turning up to the November meeting to argue about 

the wording of the constitution. This will not be the forum 

to argue. That meeting is on 23rd October, so I urge you to 

keep Sunday 23rd October free, and arm yourself with the 

correct information i.e. the document mentioned above. 

This is a complicated process and its success, as I‘ve said 

before, will rely on the goodwill of members and their 

ability to argue and listen and consider in the context of 

what‘s best for the Club and all its members. 

 

Members and Guests 

If you need someone to open the gate for your friends and 

guests (who aren‘t members of the Club) can you please 

make prior arrangements with our caretaker, who is very 

willing to help. Rue and Dawn aren‘t always at the airfield 

during the day and they aren‘t required to be on duty on 

weekends. The others who answer the telephone numbers 

listed on the sign at the gate aren‘t always on the airfield 

either, so please don‘t leave your friends in the lurch if 

there is no-one able to open the gate for them. Your guests 

are your responsibility. 
 

Cheers for now 

Margaret Nightingale 
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The old machinery shed has been re-erected, and is three 

metres wider than before. Thanks to those involved. 

mailto:fireweed@netspace.net.au


 

 

Hi everyone. 

 

Well I‘m starting to get the hang of being your treasur-

er after a few minor teething issues.  The club's financ-

es are in good shape and I'm happy to report that our 

debtors situation has improved significantly over the 

past several weeks. 

 

Your committee has prepared a draft capital expendi-

ture plan after calling for input from all members and 

trying to prioritize competing demands with obviously 

limited available funds.  The challenge now is to im-

plement this plan for the current financial year and 

provide for future years' priorities.  Two of the projects 

I am trying to progress are automating the fuel bowser 

and updating our current spreadsheet-based member-

ship system.  Both of these will result in significant 

improvements in the efficient operation and manage-

ment of the financial affairs of your club.  

 

I just want to make a couple of brief points this month: 

 

- When paying your fuel invoices by electronic funds 

transfer (EFT) please ensure that you note your name 

or invoice number on the recipients advice.  I do my 

very best to track down payments that don't have iden-

tifying information but sometimes can't match the pay-

ment to any obvious invoice.  In these situations I just 

keep the payment in unallocated income and you will 

receive another invoice. 

- if you believe a statement or fuel invoice is incorrect 

please let me know.  I'd much prefer you to email me 

(NSWSAC@gmail.com) since I then have a record 

Treasurer‟s  Report 

that you raised an issue.  

I'm happy to take a 

phone call but can't 

guarantee follow up as 

efficiently.  I may make 

a mistake from time to 

time and am very hap-

py to investigate any 

problems you identify.  

All I ask in return is 

that you acknowledge 

that there are several 

hundred other members 

that I and the commit-

tee interact with, so 

your patience and cour-

tesy would be appreciated. 

 

Finally, on a totally different topic, several members have 

asked me what compensation committee members have 

received for serving on the committee. I actually didn't 

know what the answer was until I reviewed the rules, the 

clubs finances and sought clarification from the current 

committee.  The answer is none, except that committee 

members can count their time spent on committee matters 

in lieu of workday credits. That's it.  There are no dis-

counts to membership fees or hangar rentals and there 

have not been any in the past. 

 

Cheers 

Allan Aaron 
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I received this rather amusing message from a stranger in 

Queensland who, apart form other things, is inviting any-

one to drop in to his airfield. His (partly edited) message 

follows. 
 

 * * * * * 
 

“Hi David, Hows things in Wedderburn, Its a long time 

since I have flown over. I am from Cooloola Cove 

Queensland (half way between Maroochydore and Her-

vey Bay just south of Tin Can Bay) we have a grass strip 

and i have a nice old 182L. 

 

Regards Rod Robertson 0428 72 62 72 

 

P.S. Your members are always welcome to land at 

Cooloola Cove…... the rules are "that “there aren't any"…   

the charges are nil…... we will probably lend you a car if 

there is a spare one at the time...... put you up overnight 

(no charge)…... you can approach from anywhere at any 

altitude…... store as much gas/fuel as you want,….. 

park where ever you wish….. give you a gate key…. but 

we won't name a taxiway after you because we don't 

have one…... we are not too big on rules or charges, 

we'd rather buy you a beer and talk aeroplanes...... 

cheers RR” 
 

 * * * * * 
 

Rod is clearly an easy-going sort of bloke, who has ob-

viously been reading our Newsletters, as he has man-

aged to give his version of  many of our current issues. 

 

I checked out his airstrip on Google Earth, and sure 

enough, there is no taxiway. His message made me 

smile a lot. 

 

Beware Rod. We may come and visit. 

 

David Rittie 

SURPRISE  MESSAGE  FROM  A  TOTAL  STRANGER 



 

 

Bird  Talk 

Hi Everyone, 

 

After the many days of rain, rain, and more rain look what we have now  

–  beautiful winter days to enjoy (nine in a row so the Weather Bureau 

says) and hopefully our very cold winter mornings will be gone very 

soon. 

 

A special celebration happened 

on Friday 22nd July, our very 

own Grace Harvie turned 18 – how wonderful. We now 

have another adult in our Social Committee. Grace, the 

members of the NSW Sport Aircraft Club send their 

very best wishes and hearty Congratulations to you. 

 

We are trying to organise a Sunday to hold a BBQ 

luncheon for our local WRFS friends to show our 

―Thanks‖ to them for all their help during the year and 

their presence at our Open Days. As we all get very 

busy closer to the end of the year we must choose a date 

very soon for this important luncheon. 

 

THE SOCIAL WORK DAY held on Sunday 26th June 

saw over 70 members come along to carry out the all 

important jobs that Richard T. had organised for the 

Work Day - it was so good to see so many of you at-

tend. 

 

We were lucky to have 63 members sit down to a deli-

cious lunch prepared by the team of Ladies of the Social Committee. We had two experts in Don-

na and Wendi complete the making of the best ever Vegetable Soup - everyone loves our soup and 

we were lucky we had made enough for many to enjoy second helpings. 

 

We ―Thank‖ you all for your words of praise, and to the chefs ―Thanks‖ for your excellent cook-

ing. 

 

The gourmet sandwiches which followed the soup were made by Dot, Inez, Maryanne and Libby 

with perhaps a little bit of help from yours truly and others - you all did a great job too. We were 

lucky to have Laura along to help too - great to see you again Laura and trust we did not wear you 

out. Glenda and Dawn were kept busy with a variety of jobs to be done to keep the kitchen work-

ing non stop. A most welcome helper was our new Associate member Yvonne Bellamy and we 

did appreciate you joining us. 

 

Let‘s hope we can encourage more of our new ladies to come and join our happy team in the 

kitchen. To my right hand assistant on the Work Day, Lillian - ―Thanks‖ for all you did on our day 

- you were fantastic and the Ladies and I really do appreciate your continuous help. 

 

I ―Thank‖ our members for always supporting the Ladies by enjoying the luncheon we prepare for 

you and also contributing to the Raffle which we hold every Work Day. 
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Grace Harvie 



 

 

The 1st Prize of the Raffle held on the 26th. of a $50.00 Coles/Myer Gift Card was won by Bruce 

Keen. Congratulations Bruce – enjoy your prize. 

The 2nd Prize winner of a $20.00 Bunnings Gift Card was Russell Johnson - well done to you too 

Russ. 

 

By the time you receive this Newsletter we will have held our Fly-In/Drive-In Brunch on Sunday 

7th August so I will let you know how the day went in the Oct/Nov Newsletter. 

 

SOCIAL WORK DAY SATURDAY 27th AUGUST 2011 –FREE LUNCH FOR WORKERS 

Yes, our Social work day is only a few weeks away and please note it will be held on SATUR-

DAY not SUNDAY. It would be great to have more of our members come along to work along-

side their fellow member and then afterwards to enjoy a delicious lunch prepared by your Social 

Committee. 

 

On your arrival in the Clubhouse, to find out what job you wish to work on, I would appreciate 

you writing your name on the Luncheon List so we have an idea of how many to cater for. The 

Menu for the August Work Day will be BBQ Sausages and Rissoles (cooked by our chief chef 

Dave Thomas with helpers) with Potato and Vegetable Bake plus a garden salad followed by Ap-

ple Pie and custard. We will be holding a Raffle on the day so please bring your money with you. 

See you all on SATURDAY 27th AUGUST. 

 

 

OPEN DAY   OPEN DAY   OPEN DAY 

SUNDAY 13TH NOVEMBER, 2011 

Yes! Only a few months to go when we will be holding our Annual Open Day. 

It is a most important day for our Club when we invite our family, friends and many members 

from other Aero Clubs to come and visit us to enjoy a fantastic day. We are lucky in having Geoff 

May to be the Open Day co-ordinator once again and we all need to get behind him to offer our 

help. Geoff asked me to contact the Lions Club of Camden to invite them to once again cater with 

Hot Food for all of our hungry visitors, so we know there will be plenty of good food to buy. 

 

Your Social Committee will be serving the always popular Devonshire Teas plus many other 

goodies- we are still working on what we will be selling – hopefully we will have some home 

made cakes and cookies. This year we will NOT be selling books so sorry for those who had many 

books ready for us to sell. 

 

Please write down the 13th November in your diary and we will keep you informed in the weekly 

Newsflashes and the Oct/Nov Newsletter of what will be happening on our day of days. 

 

CLUB MERCHANDISE FOR SALE - Remember to buy your Club apparel – Club Polo Shirt, 

Club Cap and Club Cloth Badge – all with embroidered ―Eagle‖ Club logo. 

Club name badges are made up on request. 

New full and associate members have name badges made for them and are given a Club Cap as 

part of their joining package. 

Contact me on 9567 6522 or Email me on mda@isp.net.au for prices and to place your order. 

 

Cheers, 

Margaret Adams 

Bird  Talk (cont.) 
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This ‗brief‘, for want of a 

better term, is mainly di-

rected to hangar owners, but 

other members may find it 

useful with regard to what 

may or may not be done 

around the field on work-

days. 

 

Because of the way the air-

field is classified by the 

Wollondilly Council and 

RFS, we can only clear and 

burn under a ―Hazard Re-

duction Certificate‖ (HRC). It is quite specific as to what 

we can and can‘t do, and takes into account not just the fire 

risk, but environmental factors etc. from a list of legislation 

as long as your arm. 

 

All assessments are based on the assumption that a fire 

would approach from the west, as that is the most likely, 

but having spent Christmas Day 01 fighting off a raging 

bushfire at home, the flying embers (you have to see it to 

believe how intense they are) started fires everywhere, and 

fires were coming from ALL directions. 

 

I‘ve tried to reduce all the paperwork down to the essen-

tials, but have included some brochures from the RFS for 

general information: 

NO FIRES AT ANY TIME, ANYWHERE, WITH-

OUT APPROVAL (I have to give the RFS 24hrs 

notice). 

Cleaning up is limited to the area between the runway 

and the access road. 

The ONLY trees/shrubs that can be removed are those 

less than 3m in height, or less than 300mm circum-

ference (measured 1.3m above the ground). 

Within 20m of hangars, branches may be removed up 

to 2m above ground level. 

There is a ‗pile burn‘ area near the southern windsock. 

The pile can‘t be more than 2m X 2m in area, 1.5m 

high (don‘t keep piling stuff up—that will 

generate another problem. Give me a call!). 

Logs greater than 150mm diameter can‘t be 

burnt, nor anything that you haven‘t cleared 

under these guidelines ie no paper/boxes/

timber/plastics etc. etc. 

Discussions with the Liaison Officer also advises the 

following: 

Mow/slash/rake up to 20m from hangars. 

Get rid of all those shrubs against your hangars. 

Remove overhanging branches (up to 5m from 

the hangar). 

Clean out gutters. 

Seal whatever gaps in the hangar you can. 

Make sure the escape valve on your LPG bottles 

face away from the hangar wall. 

Move flammables away from the hangar walls. 

Generally, if you are at the airfield, and there is a fire 

approaching, decide early if you are going to go or 

stay. Keep in mind that you have to travel a signifi-

cant distance though bushland to get to a safe area, 

and in smoke conditions, there is no way of knowing 

where the fire front is, until it arrives, and then it is 

too late. 

 

For members and hangar owners, I‟ve included 

some Dangerous Goods Labels. The RFS guys 

need to know what they might be facing if they 

have to break into your hangar to do their 

(voluntary) work. As a courtesy to them, would 

you please stick these labels (that apply to what 

you have in your hangar) beside all of your hang-

ar door handles/locks. I have plenty of spares if 

you need more  -  let me know. 

 

That‘s all for now 

Lloyd Shepherd 

A  Word  of  Advice  from  our  Fire  Officer 
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Richard T. Richard Thompson‟s birthday party in his hangar 



 

 

Bits  &  Pieces  &  Pictures 
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New  Arrivals            New  Arrivals 
Some  prospective  new  club  members  have  just  arrived  into  the  world 

 

At left: Introducing Stan Nightingale‘s 

grandson, Toben Luke. This is Stan‘s first 

grandchild. 

 

At right: Naomi and Jay Laybutt‘s se-

cond child, Amily Kara (grand daughter 

of Vic Laybutt and David Rittie). 

 

Patricia and Gordon Steer are also grand-

parents for the very first time with grand-

daughter, Demi, whose name is taken 

from both parents  -  Denise and Michael.  

Above left: Gordon Steer looking as proud as Punch as he stands beside his newly unveiled Cessna 172 soon after it 

emerged from his hangar after a 13 year restoration project. Above right: the perfectly restored interior of the C172. 
 

Below left: The interior of Doug Stickland‘s brand new Evector Sports Star. We understand that Penny chose the 

colour scheme. Nice. Below right: By the time you see this picture Adrian and Sy Allsep will be married. Congratu-

lation and good luck to you both, from all your friends at Wedderburn. 
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Hi folks 

 

Jay Laybutt sent in the article immediately below regard-

ing a recent accident which occurred in South Australia. 

Please read the article, and then my comments which 

follow. 

* * * 

Beware the lookout in the circuit? 

Folks, a very worrying accident occurred at the airfield 

of the small sea side village of Tumbi Bay, South Aus-

tralia on Sunday morning. I have family who live there 

and friends who fly from there. 

A friend and local business owner who owns a J230 was 

coming in to land, he was flaring and the wheels were 

just about to make contact when the plane lurched, the 

undercarriage appeared to collapse and the aircraft 

came to a very ungainly halt substantially damaged. The 

pilot received cuts to the head. As he climbed from the 

aircraft with some minor injuries he noticed a Grumman 

on the runway in front of him. 

It turns out they had both been on approach, the Jabiru 

(high wing) below and the Grumman (low wing) above. 

Neither aircraft had seen each other until the last mo-

ment as both aircraft rolled out in the flare; too late to 

avoid impact with each other. 

The Grumman prop had struck the Jabiru in the empen-

nage area and it would appear that the Jab is a write off. 

The pilot in the Grumman was not hurt. Both pilots were 

local. 

A contributing factor to this accident was that the CTAF 

frequency had recently changed and one pilot was 

broadcasting on the new frequency and the other on the 

old. 

It does not take much imagination to see that this acci-

dent could have had far greater consequences if the air-

craft had come together in the circuit say on base or on 

final. Such an impact could have brought both aircraft 

down and with consequential fatalities. That would have 

added to our terrible news for the weekend. Thankfully if 

it had to happen it happened in the flare. 

This is a classic case of high wing versus low wing blind 

spots. Both pilots must have been flying almost identical 

circuits albeit one slightly below the other to remain in 

each other’s blind spots for the circuit legs they flew. 

A similar accident occurred at Cessnock back in the 80’s 

(from memory) where the prop from the upper aircraft 

penetrated the cabin of the lower aircraft just behind the 

pilot’s head. No fatalities in this case either. 

 

* * * 

 

Most of you will remember a similar accident that hap-

pened at Hoxton Park before it closed where the two air-

craft concerned were also on different frequencies. 

Jay‘s concern, and rightly so, was that a similar accident 

could occur at our field at Wedderburn. 

In my last report, I 

suggested ways to 

approach Rwy 17 at 

Wedderburn so as to 

avoid flying over a 

certain residence in 

Victoria Rd. Let me 

say here and now 

that the primary con-

cern when flying 

into and out of Nap-

per Field is ―Safety 

First‖. Fly Neigh-

bourly, i.e. avoiding certain houses is secondary. 

As Napper Field is purely a VFR field, the primary way 

to avoid a similar accident as described above is to use 

the ‗see and be seen‘ method. The secondary way is to 

ensure that every aircraft using Napper Field is tuned to 

and uses the correct CTAF frequency of 122.55 Mhz. 

Sounds simple but how many times have you been using 

a different CTAF freq. e.g. Woll. 127.3, Mitt. 126.7, The 

Oaks 126.7, Cam. 120.1 or even leaving Bankstown on 

132.8, and forgotten to change to Wedd. on 122.55? It 

can and has happened. This may be a good argument for 

an AFRU at our field. 

We have several high wing, slow aircraft, e.g. Aeroncas, 

Austers, Pipers, Jabirus, using a ½ Nm approach to Rwy 

17 and at the same time (??), several low wing faster 

aircraft, e.g. RV‘s, Lancairs, Moonies, Pipers etc. could 

be using a greater than the ½ Nm approach to the same 

runway. This is an ideal setup for an accident as de-

scribed above. 

Never assume that you are the only aircraft in the circuit 

as you haven‘t heard anyone else on 122.55 Mhz. 

Ensure that you give the normal calls, Midfield Cross-

wind, Downwind, Base and Final for the Grass or Hard 

runway. Also, if you see another aircraft in the circuit in 

front of you, call ―aircraft --- sighted, will follow‖. 

Jay mentioned that he had seen an aircraft doing a ‗very 

low‘ circuit at our field. I must say that I have been 

guilty of doing 600-800 ft. circuits in the Aeronca but 

only if I was sure that I was the only aircraft using the 

circuit at that time, goes back to my initial training 55 

years ago. 
 

In conclusion, to avoid any accident occurring at our 

Napper Field, or any other field, 

a. Safety First. 

b. Select and use the correct CTAF frequency, 

122.55. 

c. Keep a good look out for other aircraft in the cir-

cuit for the same field. 

d. Make a call if you see another aircraft using the 

same circuit. 

 

Dave Thomas, Safety Officer. 

A Message from your Safety Officer 

SAC 11 08 



 

 

Kevin Haydon‟s impressive RV8, VH-KVI, is reluctantly for sale 

Aircraft  and  Hangars  For  Sale 
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110 hours, IFR category, Full glass panel, full featured A/P, every possible extra.  

Oshkosh Silver Lindy award winner. 

Call Kevin on 0408 694 713 for a full spec sheet and price. 

SAC 11 08 

Bob Peak‟s Hangar, B3, and Honda Generator are for sale 

 

Bob Peak‘s hangar and generator are for sale. Hangar is 12m 

wide and 9m deep with concrete floor, good doors and 4m tarred 

access to taxiway. 
 

 Hangar B3, including Dexion shelving    $50,000 (negotiable) 

 3.3kva Honda Genset . .        $1,000 
 

For more information contact Bob Peak by phone on: 
 

(02) 6973 1377 
 

or by email: 

bobpeak@skymesh.com.au  

 

The late Randall Krebs‟ Jodel DR250 (wooden, two seat aircraft) project is for sale. 

Wing spar, wing ribs, fin, rudder, elevators, flaps, ailerons, fuselage frames and various metal components completed 

to the stage where the aircraft can now be assembled. Built by engineer and all workmanship is absolutely outstand-

ing. Large amount of Sitka spruce and GL1 aircraft birch plywood, brand new Cleveland wheels tyres and brakes, a 

lighting system - strobes and LED position lights (these last two items still boxed as they arrived from Aircraft 

Spruce and worth over A$5,000 just on their own). Also a substantial work table, drawings and documentation; es-

sentially the project includes everything for the aircraft to be finished with the 

exception of engine, instruments and cockpit plastics. 

 

At an asking price of A$12,500 ONO this project represents extraordinary val-

ue for money. For this cost you couldn‘t currently come close to purchasing all 

of the components that are included, yet alone the years of high quality work-

manship that have gone into it. 
 

Contact David Butler on 0418 250 763 An example of a Jodel DR250 

Brand New Hangar Z1(b) is for sale. 
 

12m by 18m    Door height 2.8m 
 

Must sell                       $85,000 
 

Contact Steve Cohen on 0425 221 271 

mailto:bobpeak@skymesh.com.au


 

 

Wedderburn “Fly Neighbourly” Policy 
 Follow the tracks marked in red as closely as possible. 

 Avoid the areas marked in yellow. 


