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Visit our website:- www.wedderburnairstrip.com.au 
Contact your Newsletter Editor at 

david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

ABOVE: The five aircraft that went on Vic’s WA Outback Safari. From left: David Rittie’s Jabiru SP470, 

Peter Lightbown’s Jabiru J230, Rob Chenery’s RV7, Vic Laybutt’s Cessna 177 Cardinal, and Anne and 

Greg Goulding’s Piper Seneca, all pictured at Forbes. The whole story of the safari appears on Page 10. 

BELOW: Ian & Don Harvie and Dave Thomas drop in to Clin Ashton-Martin and Barbara Pearce’s farm 

airstrip in the Aeronca Chief and Aeronca Champ on the way home from the AAAA Fly-in at Yarrawonga. 

Clin’s Thorpe T18 can be seen inside the hangar. Don Harvie’s full story of the event appears on Page 12. 



 

 

Page 2 

David Rittie (President) 0407 890 791  david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

Margaret Nightingale (Secretary) 0425 380 966  fireweed@netspace.net.au 

Allan Aaron (Treasurer) 0425 380 967  aaaron@tvp.com.au 

Tim Causer 0418 433 665  timcau@tpg.com.au 

Bret Cavanagh  0407 344 795  bret@cavanagh.id.au 

Matthew Gray 0411 505 521  weemelah@optusnet.com.au 

Don Harvie 0407 231 333  donharvie@yahoo.com.au 

Lloyd Shepherd 0407 232 747  lsh19082@bigpond.net.au 

Richard Thompson 0412 288 061  richard@flycorp.com.au 

Committee  (group email) committee@wedderburnairstrip.com.au 

Caretaker “Kanga” Rouen Andrews  0425 380 964               -  -  - 

Committee Contacts INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Upcoming Events 2 

Words from the President 3 

From the Secretary’s Desk 4 

Christmas Party Invitation 5 

Bird Talk 6 

Tributes to 3 lost members  8 

Vic’s WA Outback Safari 10 

AAAA Yarrawonga 12 

Caretaker’s Comments 14 

Hangars, Aircraft for Sale 14 

Need some exotic plants, or want some peaches or other stone fruit?  You can choose 

from a wide selection near the airfield, just around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLAND’S  Fruit,  Nursery  and  Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234 or 0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

 

*The Harlands also do hangar concrete slabs, at very reasonable prices* 

*    *    UPCOMING  FLYING  AND  SOCIAL  EVENTS    *    * 
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If you want to stage an event, or invite the Club to join you on a flying jaunt please talk to me. You will earn addi-

tional Championship points.          Bret Cavanagh 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS.  Put ‘em in your diary 
 

 

Social Workday  Sunday, 28th October. Sign in by 9am. Free lunch for members. Wedderburn 

    Contact: Richard Thompson 
 

 NSW SAC’s  ANNUAL  OPEN  DAY  and  AIR  DISPLAY   .   .   .   Sunday, 4th November, 10am 

    Contact: Geoff May, 0404 084 199 

 

BBQ and Stargazing Evening with the Macarthur Astronomical Society 

     Saturday, 10th November at dusk, in the aircraft parking area. Wedderburn 

     Contact: David Rittie 

 

Gloucester Aero Club Fly-in Sat and Sun, 10th & 11th November               Gloucester Airfield 

     Contact: David Rittie 

   

Afternoon Tea at Rick Harper’s Farcombe Hall airstrip 
     Sunday, 11th November, on the way home from Gloucester. Farcombe Hall 

     Contact: Rick Harper, 0416 041 007 

 

General Meeting  Sunday, 9h December, 2pm     Clubhouse 

     Contact: Margaret Nightingale 

 

NSW SAC’s  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS PARTY & Awards Presentation.  15th December. Clubhouse 

    Entry is by Tickets Only which are available only until 1st December. See Page 5  

    Contact: Margaret Nightingale, or Donna Handley on 0409 172 776 

 

We need members to organise some social events and flying adventures.  Contact Bret Cavanagh if you can help. 

 



 

 

Welcome to the October/November 

2012 issue of your Newsletter. 
 

Inside this issue on Page 8 you will 

find tributes to our three recently lost 

SAC family members. There is a 

story by Anne Goulding about Vic’s 

WA Outback Safari on Page 10, and 

an article about the AAAA fly-in at 
Yarrawonga on Page 12 sent in by 

Don Harvie. Also, once again, the 

Hi there. 

 

More SAC Family Deaths. 

Unfortunately, we have lost three 

more SAC family members. We lost 

Robyn Thomson (daughter of Joyce 

and Steve Cavanagh) who passed 

away at a very young age in August. 

We then lost another foundation 

member and past Club Secretary, 

Ann Banfield. In September we lost 

a very senior member, John Priddle, 

at age 92, who led a very full and 

colourful life. You will find tributes 

to them all inside this Newsletter. 

 

Open Day/Air Display 

Geoff May has been struggling to 

arrange our Open Day with the inclu-

sion of an air show/flying display. 

There has been shifting goal posts 

regarding the availability of Richard 

Wiltshire’s MXS and Gary Criddle’s 

Dragonfly. At this stage it appears 

that Geoff has succeeded in retaining 

both aircraft to perform for us on 4th 

November. 

 

I simply can’t over express my grati-

tude to Geoff for his efforts with this 

event. It’s gonna be good! 

 

Christmas Party 

A huge Christmas party is being 

planned for this year. It will be held 

at the airfield and is being organised 

by Donna Handley. It will include an 

afternoon party for the children and a 

grown-ups dance party in a marquee 

in the evening. Please refer to Mar-

garet Nightingale’s column “From 

the Secretary’s Desk” for full details. 

Our sincere thanks go to Donna 

Handley for organising this event. 

 

International Airport at Wilton 
We have a simply wonderful facili-

ty at Wedderburn, but there is a 

looming threat to our flying future. 

You are all, no doubt, aware of the 

proposal to build a new internation-

al airport at Wilton. Let me outline 

a few salient points with possible 

and probable outcomes. 

 

A study was completed recently  

and presented to Federal Minister, 

Andrew Albanese, and to NSW 

Premier, Barry O’Farrell, a month 

or so ago. The aim was to identify 

possible sites in the Sydney basin 

which could accommodate a second 

international airport. 

 

This current study (the most recent 

of many) narrowed the available 

sites down to Badgerys Creek and 

Wilton. According to the report, 

Badgerys Creek is clearly the fa-

voured site due to its advantageous 

proximity to the CBD and the much 

reduced costs to develop. (The gov-

ernment already owns the land.) 

However, the outcome may be driv-

en by other factors rather than con-

venience and costs, which means 

that Wilton could ultimately be cho-

sen as the preferred location. 

 

After the proposed increase in the 

maximum allowable hourly move-

ments at Mascot and the proposed 

inclusion of Bankstown and Rich-

mond as RPT destinations for turbo

caretaker has chimed in with some 

more of his comments on Page 14. 

 

Please read the details of the Christ-

mas Party invitation on Page 5. 

 

Thanks to Anne and Don for the 

stories and pictures, and to Rou for 

his contribution to our Newsletter, 

which we hope you will all enjoy. 
 

 

David Rittie 
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You can contact your Newsletter Editor at david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

From  your  Editor 
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-prop aircraft, expected growth in 

traffic will require the new airport 

to start operating in the year 2030 or 

thereabouts, in which case, if Wil-

ton is chosen as the preferred site, 

Wedderburn will be seriously af-

fected and will need to be closed. 

 

There is a school of thought out in 

the community that believes that the 

new airport will be sited outside the 

Sydney basin, if it is to exist at all. 

Others believe another runway at 

Mascot out into Botany Bay will 

solve the problem. 

 

 Personally, I am inclined to believe 

that, for a number of reasons, Wil-

ton will not become the location for 

the second international airport. 

However, we should not go to sleep 

in denial mode. You can be assured 

that we are keeping a very close eye 

on developments on this front, and 

are being proactive in case the cards 

don’t fall in our favour. 

 

Please fly safely. 

David Rittie 

Words from the President 



 

 

Hullo again everyone. 

 

Christmas Party 

The Club’s Christmas 

Party and Presentation 

Night will be held in a 

marquee on the club-

house lawn on Saturday 

15th December. Donna 

Handley is the event co-

ordinator and she has 

organised the day to cater for all members. 

 

To begin with from 12 noon to 3 pm there’s a free kid’s 

sausage sizzle with a guest appearance from Santa. 

Bring your kids, grand children, nieces, nephews, 

neighbours and friends to see Santa, eat sausages and 

lollies and play in the jumping castle. If you intend to 

come to that part of the day Donna will need numbers 

for catering purposes so please either send me an email 

to fireweed@netspace.net.au or call me on 0425 380 

966 before 8th December and let me know how many 

children will be attending with you. 

 

Then at 5.00pm the adults will assemble in the marquee 

on the front lawn for nibbles and drinks. This is a 

BYOG event. At 6.00pm we will partake in a fully ca-

tered buffet style meal that will be cooked on the prem-

ises. Presentation of prizes and reflection on the Club’s 

year will be between the main course and dessert and 

then we’ll dance the night away to the sounds of “Re-

load”, a band that plays covers of 60’s, 70’s and 80’s 

music. 

 

This part of the day will be “ticket only”. Donna re-

quests that you not embarrass yourself by just turning 

up on the night because those who haven’t booked and 

paid in advance will not be admitted. The caterer will 

work on numbers given to them by 1st December. 

There will be no more tickets issued after this date. 

 

To obtain a ticket you will need to pay $30.00 per head, 

adult or child, in the following ways: 

EFT the money into the club account BSB 082057 

Account number 698697516 and email the 

payment slip and a short note about how many 

tickets and who you are to fire-

weed@netspace.net.au. When I receive the 

payment slip I will email you the required 

number of tickets.  

Give your $30.00 (in cash or by cheque) per head 

and numbers to either Rou (our caretaker) or 

Diane Brookes, at the airfield who will then 

From  the  Secretary’s  Desk 

hand you your tickets personally. Di can be found 

in hangar W1A. 

Send a cheque to the NSW Sport Aircraft Club, PO 

Box 450, Campbelltown, 2560 with your name 

and the number of tickets you require and we will 

send you your tickets in the mail. 

DO NOT LOSE YOUR TICKETS (sorry to shout) as 

you will need them to gain entry into the event. I know 

this sounds a bit draconian but we have some past history 

with members just turning up to some catered events 

without prior notice. Donna has put a lot of work into the 

organisation and the keeping the cost of the dinner at a 

reasonable price and it will work best if everyone follows 

the procedure. 

 

Each table will seat 10 people so if you would like to or-

ganise a table of 10 or any other number, feel free. It 

would be ideal if you could nominate a “Key Person” to 

arrange money and payment etc. Let us know when you 

pay how many are in your party. 

 

The organisers of the event appreciate your cooperation 

and hope that everyone really enjoys themselves at these 

Festive Season parties. Come along, it should be a lot of 

fun. I hope to see you there. 

 

Closing Taxiways 

In the next six months the committee will be closing most 

of the taxiways in the northern hangar area. This is to al-

low the regrowth of the bushland buffer zone between the 

road and the hangars required by the Dept of Primary In-

dustries in our lease. Only two taxiways will remain open:

- taxiway PQ (the one near the newly constructed toilet 

block) and taxiway YZ (the one that is already used as the 

way onto the main taxiway when entering through the 

northern gate.) Dirt and logs will be placed at the road 

end of the taxiways to block them off over the next few 

months. 

 

Turf Beside the Main Taxiway 

You may have noticed some turf has been laid along the 

eastern edge of the newly tarred main taxiway at the 

northern end of the field. Rou and some members have 

been watering the grass there and have recently installed 

soaker hoses in the area. The committee would like to 

encourage hangar owners to use those soaker hoses to 

water the lawns adjacent to the taxiway. Please only leave 

the hoses on for about 20 minutes each time though. We 

are already running low on water in the top dam. If you 

need any help with this contact Rou, Tim Causer or Rich-

ard Thompson who can all be found at the airfield on 

most days. 

 

Cheers 

Margaret Nightingale 
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HOW DO I GET A TICKET? 
 

To obtain a ticket you will need to pay $30.00 per head, adult or child, in one of the following ways: 

 EFT the money into the club account BSB 082057 Account number 698697516 and email the payment slip 

and a short note about how many tickets and who you are to the Secretary at fireweed@netspace.net.au. 

When she receives the payment slip she will email you the required number of tickets. 

 Give your $30.00 (in cash or by cheque) per head and numbers to either Rou (our caretaker) or Diane Brookes, 

at the airfield who will then hand you your tickets personally. Di can be found in hangar W1A. 

 Send a cheque to the NSW Sport Aircraft Club, PO Box 450, Campbelltown, 2560 with your name and the 

number of tickets you require and we will send you your tickets in the mail. 

DO NOT LOSE YOUR TICKETS 
 

Each table will seat 10 people so if you would like to organise a table of 10 

or any other number, feel free. It would be ideal if you could nominate a 

“Key Person” to arrange money and payment etc. Let us know when you 

pay how many are in your party. 

 

 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

and 

AWARDS PRESENTATION 

 

Saturday  15th  December           Wedderburn 
 

Proudly  organised  by  our  member,  DONNA HANDLEY 

 

FOR THE CHILDREN       12noon to 3pm 
 

Free sausage sizzle    Lollies    Jumping Castle    Visit from Santa 
 

Bring sons, daughters, grand children, nephews, nieces, neighbours and friends. 
 

For catering purposes please call Margaret on 0425 380 966 before 8th December and let her know 

how many children you will be bringing.  

FOR THE ADULTS         from 5pm 

Assemble in the marquee on the front lawn. Nibbles & Drinks. BYO Grog 

At 6pm, fully catered meal, cooked on the premises. 

Annual Award Presentations after the main course, then dessert. 

Dance the Night Away on the dance floor to the sounds of the band - Re-load 
 

ENTRY  IS  BY  TICKET  ONLY 
Tickets are available up until 1st December. There will be no more tickets issued after this date. 

New South Wales  

Sport Aircraft  Club 
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Bird  Talk 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Here we are enjoying beautiful Spring weather and yes! only a few 

weeks before we hold our Open Day-Sunday 4th November and we will 

be hoping for perfect weather on this our special day. 

 

We have had a few sad weeks during August and September with the 

passing of Robyn Thomson (Joyce Cavanagh’s daughter) on 13th Au-

gust, our wonderful foundation member Ann Banfield on 29th August and our oldest SAC member 

John Priddle on 9th September. To all of the families of these very special people we had grown to 

know and love our thoughts are with you at this difficult time. 

 

Our wonderful Dorothy McSparron is at present in a very pleasant Nursing Home “In Respite” - 

she will be staying for a few weeks having high care nursing assistance. For those who would like 

to visit Dorothy or perhaps give her a ring she is at “Fairmont”  20 Dunmore Street (off Forest 

Road) BEXLEY and the phone number is 9567 2279    By the way, don’t call her on Melbourne 

Cup day as her daughter Leonie will be bringing her along to join 10 of us for a special luncheon 

which we attend every year. 

 

SOCIALWORK DAY – SATURDAY 26TH AUGUST 

It was a smaller attendance for a Saturday work day than what we have been used to, but we were 

happy to see 50 of our workers sit down to enjoy a delicious lunch, with five of our new members 

who had been interviewed on the day. I know Richard was happy with the final results of the vari-

ous projects that had to be tackled on the day and all the workers did a great job. Your Social Com-

mittee prepared an excellent lunch of Cold BBQ Chicken with Silverside & Ham, together with a 

selection of four various salads 

plus a tossed salad, this was fol-

lowed by Mango cheesecake, 

Lamingtons and mini assorted 

cakes. From all reports everyone 

enjoyed the menu and I thank you 

all for attending and supporting 

your Social Committee. The la-

dies and gents helping me with 

the luncheon were Maryanne, 

Glenda, Veronica, Dawn & Rouen 

and it was nice to welcome back 

Diane Brookes and young Tex 

Harrison (Maryanne & Frank 

Krassoi’s grandson) both coming 

to help us in the kitchen. 

“Thanks” Diane and Tex, your 

help was much appreciated. A big 

“Thank” you to my regular team of wonderful workers, including our 2 young ladies Lillian and 

Abbey, who assist me at all times. 

 

SOCIAL WORK DAY SUNDAY 28TH OCTOBER - FREE LUNCH 

Yes! our last Work Day of the year is very near and we have a lot of work to do in sprucing up our 

Page 6 

SAC 12 10 



 

 

Airfield in readiness to welcome HOPEFULLY lots of visitors on the following Sunday our OPEN 

DAY. We need to see a lot more of our members come along on this day to make sure all the jobs 

are carried out - this is a really important day so please place this date in your diary NOW. Your 

Social Committee will be serving BBQ Sausages & Rissoles, Potato and Vegetable Bake, Tossed 

Salad, Beetroot, Pineapple Pieces, Bread & Butter, Fruit Salad and Ice Cream, Cordial drinks & 

Tea or Coffee. Come along and carry out a morning of working around the Airfield  and you will 

be rewarded with this delicious lunch. 

 
OPEN DAY    OPEN DAY    OPEN DAY 

 

SUNDAY 4TH NOVEMBER, 2012             10.00 A.M. TO 4.00 P.M. 

This very important day for our club is only a few weeks away and we need you all to help our 

Open Day Co-Ordinator Geoff May have a very successful day. Geoff has once again enlisted the 

Lions Club of Camden to sell all the hot food. They have done a fantastic job over the years and 

always have a good selection of food on their menu and no one needs to go hungry. 

 

Your Social Committee will be selling the always popular Devonshire Teas together with Coffee, 

Soft Drinks, Coca Cola, Fruit Juices, slices of Carrot & Chocolate cake, Potato Chips. On our other 

stalls we will be selling our Club Merchandise - Club Polo Shirts, Club Caps, embroidered Club 

Cloth Badge (sew on) and hopefully our lady members will cook and donate, for us to sell, some 

delicious cakes or slices and if they have time perhaps some jars of jams or relishes, all would be 

gratefully received. 

 

I “Thank” you in advance and I just hope our day will go off well. 

 

Come along and support your Social Committee and remember to BRING YOUR MONEY WITH 

YOU. 

 

I am sending out an S O S for some help from the Ladies to prepare the Scones and Pikelets for the 

Devonshire Teas - if you can only give a ½ hour of your time in the kitchen that would be terrific 

and if I hear from a few of you I can make up a roster - please Email me at mda@isp.net.au or let 

me know at the Work Day on Sunday 28th October if you can help out. 

 

CLUB MERCHANDISE FOR SALE – Now is the time for you to buy your Club Polo Shirt, 

Club Cap and embroidered Club Cloth Badge in readiness for Open Day. When new members join 

(full and associate) Club Name Badges are made up for them and are given with a Club Cap as part 

of their joining package. Club Name Badges for all other members are made up on request. 

Contact me on 9567 6522 or Email me on for prices and to place an order. 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

A SPECIAL REMINDER TO ALL – Could all members please remember to bring along their own 

towels when they are needing to have a shower in the Club house shower room. I had placed four 

medium size bath towels in the cupboard under the vanity, in case we have visitors fly in to stay 

and they need to have a shower, but unfortunately some members must have borrowed them and 

they have not been returned. Would those who may have them please return them to the cupboard. 

 

Cheers, 

Margaret Adams  

Bird  Talk (cont.) 

SAC 12 10 
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It is very sad to hear of the passing of our esteemed 

foundation member Ann Banfield who left us on 

29th August, 2012. 
 

We first met Ann (together with Ken) in the mid 

70’s when SAAA (Sport Aircraft Association of 

Australia) held their meetings in the Neil Stewart 

Room at the Bankstown Aero Club. The ladies did 

stay and listen to stories about many “homebuilt” 

aircraft being constructed by the members and also 

to hear guest speakers for the evening speaking on 

many interesting subjects - but of course it was all 

about “Aircraft” so we decided to go into the bar 

area of the Club and hold our own “Ladies Auxilia-

ry” meetings. We had many things to talk about but 

the main subject was ways to raise money to sup-

port SAAA and then later on for SAC. On looking 

back into the attendance books of the 70’s there is 

Ann’s signature almost at every meeting, she was 

very keen to be part of our group. 
 

As the Sport Aircraft Club was being established 

Ken and Ann became foundation members and 

from day one they were indeed great supporters of 

our club and became very involved in so many of 

our projects, and of course helped to raise money 

by always attending our functions. Together with 

family members and then grandchildren the 

‘Banfields” played a very im-

portant part in the betterment of 

our Club. 
 

In January 1988 Ann accepted the 

position of Minute Secretary on 

the Committee of SAC under the 

Presidency of Gor-

don Crampton, and 

held that position 

until February 1993 

when John Sutcliffe 

was elected as Presi-

dent. Ann then be-

came Secretary in 

1995, duly elected 

unopposed at the 

AGM, and held that position until in late 1996 

(Nash Pilling was President at this time) Ann be-

came very ill and was hospitalised for many weeks, 

and because of the seriousness of her illness she was 

not able to resume the heavy responsibility of being 

Secretary. 
 

Ann carried out her duties on the SAC Committee 

for 8 incredible years and during that time she had a 

great deal of administrative work to handle 

(remember these were still very early days of our 

Club) and she certainly did a first class job. 
 

It was some time before Ann was well enough to 

come out to the Club but when her family brought 

her out it was just wonderful to see her back on her 

feet and able to enjoy seeing her friends again. 
 

We have very fond memories of Ann and 

will never forget her dedication and love 

of our Sport Aircraft Club. 
 

To her family, our sincere sympathy to 

you at this very sad time. 
 

Margaret Adams 

Robyn, daughter of Joyce and Steve 

(deceased) Cavanagh, foundation 

and Life members of our club, was 

the daughter that all of us would 

love to have in their family. She was 

loving, full of fun, capable, first 

class organiser, fantastic cook and 

always found time to create and 

make beautiful handicrafts and best 

of all she was friend to all she came 

in contact with. 

 

For over 20 years, we at SAC 

were lucky that Robyn decided 

to come along with her parents 

to lend a hand on our wonderful 

Open Days and also to partici-

pate in our many function nights 

we held in the Clubhouse or at 

other venues in the suburbs. 

 

On the weekend of our Open 

VALE     -      ANN  VALERIE  BANFIELD 
 

AGED 87 YEARS 

VALE     -     Robyn  Christine  Thomson  (Nee: Cavanagh) 
24th November 1946  -  13th August 2012 

SAC 12 10 
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John  Francis  Priddle 
12th October 1919  -  9th September 2012 
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John Priddle was born in Wagga 

Wagga, and soon moved, with his 

family, to Bathurst. Whilst at Bath-

urst in his younger years John assist-

ed with the surveying of the Bathurst 

Mt. Panorama Racing Circuit. During 

the Great Depression,    his dad shot 

rabbits and sold the meat, refusing to 

accept government assistance 

handouts. John lost his dad when he 

was only 12. 
 

John served an apprenticeship as an 

engineer, during the war worked in 

the Lithgow Small Arms Factory, 

married Gladys in 1944 and moved to 

Miranda in 1945. 
 

In 1947 John borrowed 300 pounds 

and started a factory in Caringbah 

where he built lawn mowers. He was 

always mad about cars, went into ral-

lying and entered the 1958 and 1964 

round Australia trials. 
 

John bought a farm of 2000 acres at 

Grafton where he ran cattle and hors-

es, and which (naturally) boasted its 

own airstrip.  
 

John loved water skiing, car rallies, 

aircraft and aerobatics. He com-

menced helicopter lessons at age 78 

and bought an R22. which he flew 

until his mid 80s. He is also known 

to have given technical assistance to 

other Club members. 
 

Probably John’s most memorable 

flying experience is when, in 1980, 

he flew a Piper Aerostar from the 

USA to Sydney. He last flew in 

February this year. 
 

At age 90, John is the oldest person 

we know to lose his driver’s licence 

for speeding. 
 

Unfortunately, 

John’s wife, 

Gladys, died in Au-

gust last year, and 

John joined her ear-

ly last month. 
 

John leaves behind his son and Club 

member, Robert; Robert’s wife, 

Marlene; daughter, Jan; Jan’s hus-

band and Club member, Eric Dob-

bie; along with six grandchildren 

and nine great grandchil-

dren. 
 

SAC members extend 

their sincere condolences 

to the extended Priddle 

family. 
 

David Rittie 

Days, Robyn would have already booked a room 

at the Motel in Campbelltown to stay over on the 

Saturday night because she wanted to devote the 

whole weekend to helping us. Just after lunch on 

the Saturday she would arrive laden with many 

items she had made and donated to us to sell on 

the Handicraft stall then present us with delicious 

cakes and slices she had spent hours cooking for 

us to add to all other donations we would be sell-

ing on the Sunday on our cakes and sweets stall. 

 

One of our main requirements we needed were 

lots of signage and Robyn was certainly the per-

son to create these wonderful signs we had every-

where - in a flash she had them all completed and 

her wonderful father would go and nail them up 

in the appropriate places and 

to this day we are still using 

some of her cardboard signs 

on Open Days - they were 

fantastic. Words cannot de-

scribe how fortunate we were 

to have Robyn along to help 

us on so many occasions, especially on Open 

Days, she was a true friend to all of us at SAC. 

 

On 4th October 2008 Robyn became Mrs William 

Thomson and we were thrilled for her to be start-

ing out to have a long and happy life with William 

but due to ill health she passed away at age 

65years. A celebration of her life was held on 

Tuesday 21st August and those who attended were 

touched by the heartfelt Eulogies delivered by her 

nephew Phillip Cavanagh and her devoted hus-

band William and together with well chosen beau-

tiful music, it was a most moving service. 

 

We will miss Robyn so much. Her love and kind-

ness to all people she met and especially to the 

members of SAC, we will remember always. 

 

To our dear Joyce, we are thinking of you at this 

very sad time but know with the love of your fam-

ily, son in law William and your friends they will 

be there to support you. 

Margaret Adams 

Robyn  Christine  Thomson  (cont.) 



 

 

W.A. With Wind on the Nose 
(Vic’s  WA Outback Safari as told by Anne Goulding) 

Grey sky, storms everywhere, rain, severe 

turbulence and 25 knots on the nose. That’s 

how it was when five aircraft and their in-

trepid pilots took off from Wedderburn on 

18 September on Vic’s WA Safari heading 

to Menindee via Forbes. 
 

Those participating were Vic Laybutt and 

Alice in the Cardinal, Greg and Annie 

Goulding in the Seneca, Rob Chenery and 

Peter Brown in an RV7, David Rittie and 

Peter Lightbown and his friend, Paul  in 

their Jabirus. 
 

The difficult conditions continued until we 

reached Condobolin when we finally flew in 

blue sky and things improved except for the 

strong headwinds.  To top it off there was 

also very strong cross wind on the Forbes strip. The 

friendly people at the Forbes Aero Club supplied us with 

a much-needed cuppa before continuing to Menindee 

where we enjoyed some welcome rest and relaxation. 
 

The next leg from Menindee to Cadney Homestead, an 

oasis in the desert, south of Alice Springs, via Leigh 

Creek and  a stop off at Marree for lunch. As we flew 

over Lake Eyre, now a dried out grey salt pan, we re-

flected on how privileged we were to have seen it in all 

its glory, full of water with purple, green, pink and blue 

hues during our 2010 Outback Safari. Again we experi-

enced 25 -30 knot winds on the nose and was super tur-

bulent with another strong cross wind on the airstrip. 

The Jabirus definitely suffered on this leg and top marks 

must go to the pilots for braving these shocking condi-

tions and landing safely. 
 

The next day David and Peter left the Safari while the 

rest flew to Alice Springs 

The Alice did not disappoint although the 37 degree 

temperature was a slight shock to our straight-out-of-

winter systems. The new Desert Park with its amazing 

birdlife, all clearly visible, the beautiful and varied dis-

play of wildflowers and the interesting stories on 

plaques along the walkways of how the Aboriginal peo-

ple used so many plants and trees in cooking and for 

medicinal purposes,  was well worth the visit. The huge 

Transport Museum also proved to be of great interest to 

the men. 
 

Since headwinds were again predicted for our flight to 

Halls Creek we were off to an early start. This paid off 

as the headwinds dropped to about 15 knots. Rob and 

Peter took the opportunity to fly over the famous Wolfe 

Creek Crater before landing at Halls Creek where we 

spent four hours eating lunch and exploring the town 

because of the restricted times for flying into Bellburn. 

Circling the magnificent World Heritage listed sand-

stone Bungle Bungles with their orange and grey domes 

elevated as high as 570 metres above sea level and more 

than 300 million years old was certainly a highlight of 

the trip. After landing at Bellburn Airstrip we were 

transferred to our excellent, cabin accommodation at the 

Purnululu Bush Camp which turned out to be totally Eco 

friendly from solar power, to the use of ground water, 

waste treatment, recycling and a ban on noise pollution 

like loud music. 
 

The next morning filled with excitement and anticipa-

tion we walked through the Bungle Bungles marvelling 
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Rob’s photo of the famous Wolfe Creek Meteor Crater 

Peter Lightbown’s Jabiru approaching Coober Pedy 



 

 

at the huge beehive- shaped, tiger-striped outcrops 

which dwarfed us and had us gasping in awe. We did 

not even notice the 38- 40 degree temperatures. Lunch 

was at a wonderful large cave called The Cathedral, a 

shady, tranquil spot with a pool. During the lunch break 

we were treated to the sight of a monitor lizard swim-

ming tirelessly in the pool until it caught its lunch, a 

hapless brown frog, which it gulped down right in front 

of us. We also saw the spot where Qantas filmed its “I 

Still Call Australia Home” ad. 

 

At happy hour that evening while listening to hundreds 

of birds chirping just before sunset all of us agreed that 

the magic of the Bungle Bungles would stay with us for 

the rest of our lives. 

 

Early the next morning as we flew through serious 

smoke heading for Kununurra we were saddened to see 

many fires raging on the ridges below and thought how 

lucky we had been to have completed our Bungle Bun-

gles adventure without any trouble as we could see that 

the highlight of our trip and our reason for going was 

about to be devastated by fire. A very sad sight indeed!  

Purnululu National Park was closed the next day. 

 

With temperatures at Kununurra soaring to 43 degrees 

the six of us spent the afternoon lazing around the ho-

tel’s pool. Some respite from the heat came when we 

took a cruise on the picturesque Ord River and visited 

Lake Argyle, Australia’s largest body of fresh water. On 

the cruise we soaked up the bush and river sounds and 

enjoyed the wonderful, lush Kimberley vegetation as 

well as the plentiful birdlife, crocs and Wallaroos. 

 

Rob and Peter left us at Kununurra to go diving at 

Townsville. Greg and Vic flew to Daly Waters, where 

we were served a very generous lunch at the distinctly 

Aussie pub, something like that at William Creek, with 

hats, bras and all sorts of memorabilia lining the walls 

and bar. It was obvious that this outback hotel was a 

favourite with overseas visitors. 

 

Barkly Homestead proved to be a modern, well kept 

place but still with the outback flavour, and our stay was 

very laid back and pleasant. The airstrip was only a 

short walk from the homestead. Next stop was Winton 

where we spent the afternoon exploring the Waltzing 

Matilda Museum and the three pubs in town. 

 

Noccundra, near the Burke and Wills Dig Tree was our 

choice for our last night. We were looking forward to 

winding down, relaxing and reminiscing when suddenly 

a strong, blustery wind blew through creating a huge 

dust storm. Vic and Greg could not even see their aero-

planes which were parked by the side of the main road 

so they rushed out hoping to separate and secure them. 

Then there was a loud storm, thunder and lightning fol-

lowed by rain - and it never rains at Noccundra. There 

was great excitement amongst the other hotel guests 

who were busy videoing with children running around, 

yelling and pointing. No points for guessing what the 

topic of conversation was around the bar that evening. 

Later everyone still in the bar, including children, 

joined in singing a rousing rendition of “Advance Aus-

tralia Fair” with the Australian flag in front of us. (The 

Outback just makes you feel that way I guess!) 

 

Our trip home was blessed by a tail wind - at last- the 

first one of the whole trip, but as we came in to land at 

Wedderburn a fierce cross wind greeted us. Greg and 

Vic both agreed it was the worst cross wind they had 

ever experienced at Wedderburn. 

 

 Thanks to Vic for organising such a great trip and to 

the friends who flew along for part of the way. As usual 

the company was excellent. 

 

Anne Goulding 

 
It was a great trip which I also enjoyed. Thanks, Annie, 

for sending in the article and the beaut photos. 

Ed 
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Rob Chenery and Peter Brown  with 

Rob’s RV7, at Cadney Roadhouse. 

Anne’s favourite photo of the trip  -  the Ord River 



 

 

Friday 21st of September found me up early and logging 

on to NAIPS to get the briefing for a flight from Wed-

derburn to Yarrawonga via Wagga. Dad & I were going 

to the inaugural ‘Antiquers’ fly-in at Yarrawonga on the 

Murray. With 15kts headwind to Wagga and then 25kts 

from Wagga it was going to be a little slower than we’d 

hoped for. But at 75kts the Aeronca Chief is not all that 

fast anyway. A little low cloud and scattered showers on 

the west slopes that were forecast to lift by the time we’d 

get to Wagga. It all looked good to go. 

 

At Wedderburn, pre-flighted, loaded and fuel tanks 

checked. Good, 6.5 hours worth of fuel on board and we 

should be able to make Yarrawonga without refuelling 

even with the headwind. Airborne at 8:40AM and climb 

out to 4500’. Some fog in the dips and hollows to the 

west of Wedderburn gave me some photo opportunities. 

I find it odd that in all the noise and racket of an aero-

plane engine at full throttle with little to no sound insula-

tion there are times when flying is remarkably peaceful. 

The climb to 4500’ was one of these occasions. 

 

On reaching 4500’ abeam Wilton, Dad levelled off and I 

started checking the nav stuff, looking at ETAs and so 

forth. A few minutes later a glance out the right window 

shows Wilton, still there. I check the GPS ground speed. 

Hmmm 35kts, I puzzle over this conundrum for a while. 

Then consult the backup GPS, Hmmm 32kts. I check the 

freeway, that car overtaking that truck, yeah it disap-

peared behind the lift strut and came out the front a few 

seconds later. Actually the truck is catching the lift strut 

as well! I check the ETA’s for Wagga; 4:23PM. After a 

bit of mental arithmetic I arrive at the conclusion that 

we’ll need to stop for fuel before we get to Wagga. Try-

ing to be the best Navigator I can, I say to the pilot in 

command, “I think we’ll have to stop for fuel between 

here and Wagga, Our ETA is after 4PM”. The reply 

comes back, “Our ETA for Yarrawonga is after 4PM?” 

“No Dad that’s Wagga after 4pm”. I look at the GPS 

ground speed again, 28kts. A couple of minutes of 

thoughtful silence ensures, before I suggest we could 

always try lower down & see if the wind isn’t as strong, 

Now I’m not a fan of turbulent conditions and as a kid 

I’d get airsick in turbulence. As an adult I still do if I’m 

not doing the flying. Dad trimmed nose down and we 

start our descent. At about 500’ AGL we level off and 

start bouncing around heading in the general direction of 

Mittagong and Mt Jellore, aka ‘the Pimple’. Gradually, 

our ETA for Wagga comes back into fuel range. I aban-

doned the idea of taking photographs, as nothing seems 

to get me nauseous quicker than peering through a cam-

era lens in bumpy conditions. 

 

Navigating a route that we both know so well at 500 

AGL makes for an interesting change, well known 

landmarks look different and sometimes are not even 

visible being hidden behind the next line of hills. Even 

the proliferation of wind farms caused some discussion 

with trying to decide whether the wind turbines visible 

over the nose were the Crookwell ones or the new ones 

near Yass. We passed to the left of the wind turbines so 

I maintain they were the Crookwell ones. After dodging 

and ducking through some very light showers between 

Gundagai and Wagga we land at 11:50, 3 hours and 10 

minutes after leaving Wedderburn, with an average 

ground speed of 56kts. 

 

Dave Thomas was already at Wagga having left the day 

before. We enjoyed a welcome coffee, some lunch and 

refuelled and departed for Yarrawonga in company 

with Dave and his Champ. On this leg the winds were-

n’t quite as strong as forecast, and instead of the 1:40 

I’d flight planned, we reached Yarrawonga an hour and 

twenty minutes after leaving Wagga, having passed 

over some amazing green and yellow crop fields in the 

Riverina. This colour profusion makes a stark contrast 

with the brown of bare earth that covered this area a 

few years ago. 

 

Friday evening saw us on the mini-bus into the Yarra-

Don Harvie’s account of 
 

Antique Aeroplane Association of Australia 
 

Spring Fly-in at Yarrawonga, 22nd & 23rd September 

We departed for Yarrawonga in Company with 

Dave and his Aeronca Champ 

Page 12 

SAC 12 10 

Ian and Dave were lucky enough to go flying in 

the Tiger Moth owned by Kim Yoannidis 



 

 

wonga caravan park on the Murray, booking into a cab-

in. A quick clean up and after a five minute walk back 

into town and we’re ordering drinks and dinner from the 

Bistro in the Burke. Most other ‘Antiquers’ had also ar-

rived for dinner so the Bistro became rather busy and 

noisy with people catching up and telling stories. 

 

Saturday saw everyone back out at the airfield watching 

arrivals, and organising rides. Dad and Dave were lucky 

enough to go flying in a Tiger Moth owned by Kim Yo-

annidis, something Dad enjoyed very much, as the first 

aircraft he flew in, at about 10 years of age, was a Tiger. 

It was also the only other time he’s flown in a Tiger 

Moth. In an effort to garner a Ladies’ Choice award for 

the Chief I offered to take Kelly Strange, secretary on 

the AAAA committee flying, but to no avail. She had 

been manning the registration table all day and I wanted 

an excuse to commit more aviation. Saturday evening 

saw us miss the mini bus back into town because we 

were flying. Dad & Dave had returned the favour and 

taken Kim flying in both the Champ and the Chief just 

prior to sundown. After obtaining a taxi back into town 

we were late for the Dinner and AGM. No awards were 

handed out, so I guess they decided the Chief didn’t de-

serve the Ladies’ Choice Award! (Actually, I don’t think 

there were any awards handed out for anything). After a 

very brief AGM portion to the proceedings the AAAA 

had elected a new committee and we all returned to the 

important business of food, drink and conversation. 

 

Sunday morning 8am saw us waiting in vain for the mini 

bus to take us back to airport to head back to Wedder-

burn via Temora. It turns out the mini-bus was full and 

had to bypass our pickup as he couldn’t have fitted in. 

Luckily another ‘Anitiquer’, Ojars Balodis also staying 

at the Yarrawonga Caravan park saw us and asked “Did 

you bums want a lift to the airport?” Us bums gratefully 

accepted. Preflighted, fuelled and loaded we headed 

north again with some north westerly headwinds, the 

Champ & Chief were in company with Allan Harding in 

his MkIII Auster for this leg of the trip. He was throttled 

right back and had trouble staying with the Chief. I find 

it a little encouraging that his Auster is faster than the 

Chief. Allan left us at Temora, while we bypassed 

Temora airfield and continued on to Clin Ashton-Martin 

and Barbara Pearce’s farm strip a few miles north of 

Temora to look at progress on an Aeronca Champ Clin 

has started restoring. After a wonderful morning tea and 

even better lunch we departed for Wedderburn, (Thank 

you, Barbara). The north-westerly wind by now had 

swung around to become a westerly of decent strength, 

so we headed up to 5500’ and rocketed back to Wedder-

burn with a ground speed of 92kts. 

NSW SAC attendees were Clin Ashton-Martin, Dave 

Thomas, Ian Harvie & myself. 

 

(After a weekend like this I’m back working on the 

Auster with renewed enthusiasm). 
 

Don Harvie 

 
Great story and pictures. Thanks Don. 

Ed. 

RIGHT: The ex Graham Gibson Globe Swift was at 

Yarrawonga.     BELOW: We look at progress on an 

Aeronca Champ that Clin has started restoring 
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Aircraft  and  Hangars  For  Sale 

Hullo again. 

 

Aeroshell Oil 

The following oils are now available 

from the Caretaker and can be 

charged to your fuel account. 

AREOSHELL 100 - straight mineral 

oil (for use in breaking in new or 

reconditioned engines). 

AEROSHELL W 100 - ashless dis-

persant oil. 

AEROSHELL W 100 PLUS - ash-

less dispersant oil with anti corrosion 

additive. 

AEROSHELL W 15W 50 - multi-

grade oil. 

AEROSHELL OIL Sport plus 4 aviation oil (for light 

sport 4 stroke engines i.e. Rotax aircraft engines). 

 

If you are unsure of the correct oil for your engine I 

have a manual available from Shell giving all necessary 

information. 

 

Watering the Turf. 

A big thank you to all who have taken on 

the task of watering the turf laid along-

side the main taxiway; to Tim Causer 

and Paul Milstead for their assistance in 

setting up the soaker hose. 

 

Other Comments 

Thank you to John and Amy Taru for 

their help at the northern gate when it 

was vandalised (a) with dead domestic 

rabbits and (b) when the padlock was 

filled with silicone. John had thinners 

in his vehicle, and also to Phil Power 

for helping clean up the mess. 

 

To Ian Harvie grateful thanks for two 

new diffs. in the Landrover (they only 

made one Landrover and one Ian 

Harvie!!) 

 

Thanks also to Jim Lumb for giving 

the grader some much needed TLC 

and also for being Johnny-on-the-spot 

when I needed clutch and brake fluid 

for the Landcruiser. 

 

Our thanks also to David Rittie, Mar-

garet Nightingale, Alan Aaron and to all the committee 

members for their support and assistance at all times. 

 

Oh yes. One last thing. We have a new door bell fitted to 

the front of the caretaker’s residence, so next time you 

drop by we will most likely hear the chimes and come 

say “Hullo”. 

 

Dawn and Rouen Andrews 
Phone: 0425 380 964 

Caretaker’s  Candid  Comments 
A few words from Dawn and Rouen Andrews 

This almost new Whisper Motorglider, registered experimental 

ZIP with the Gliding Federation of Australia, is the first flying 

aircraft of its type in Australia. Factory built, its features include: 

120hp 6 cylinder 3300 Jabiru engine, Dynon D180 EFIS engine 

monitoring system, Flightcom 403 MC intercom, Icom A210 ra-

dio, LX16 electronic LCD variometer, Garmin 296 GPS, Garmin 

GTX 327 transponder, dual battery and wiring system, Airmaster 

AP 332 feathering inflight adjustable propeller and leather seats. 
 

Wingspan 16m, Fuel capacity 85L, Glide Ratio 1:28 at 105km/h, 

25 hours engine time and total hours. 
 

Asking price: $115,000  (negotiable). 
 

Contact: Stan Nightingale on 0415 911 373 

Stan Nightingale’s new Whisper Motor Glider is for sale 
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Left: Some flowers in the 

caretaker’s back yard. The 

photo is from Bill  Leighton 

Rou. How much do we owe 

you for the publicity??? 

Ed. 



 

 

 

Hangar Number: Q2 

Size:   15 X 15.5 

Floor:   Epoxy coated reinforced concrete. 

Sheeting:  Colorbond. 

Close to toilets and shower. Lights and power points ready for 

generator. Hangar is almost brand new. Suitable for tall aircraft. 
 

Price:   $90.000 
 

Contact:  Ant Prehn  on 0412 271 404 
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For Sale  -  Randall Krebs’ Zenith Tri Z  

 

The late Randall Krebs’ 4 seater Zenith Tri Z, VH-DJE 

is for sale. 
 

TT 591, Engine 522 TR, Prop 1966 TR. Fresh 100hrly as at 

15/3 2012. 2 x Com, ADF, intercom. 
 

This aircraft is being advertised in the Aviation Trader for: 
 

$42,000 
 

However, a better price may be available to a NSW SAC 

member. For further information or test flight contact: 
 

Matthew Gray at  weemelah@optusnet.com.au  or on 

0411 505 521 

 

HANGAR H2/J2 IS FOR SALE 
 

 18m x 16m.  All steel construction. 
 

 Concrete floor. Dual entrance possible. 
 

Water tank. 
 

$105,000. 
 

Contact Anthony Baldry on 0427 267 237. 

ment could be reached. 

Classic 1955 Cessna 180. VH-YMH. 4700 hrs TT. Im-

maculate condition. 3 bladed prop. New interior including 

panel. Recent new paint. Glider tow-hook. Due for engine 

Overhaul. $108,000. 

 

Cessna 185, 1961. VH-FFC. 6000 hrs TT. 

300hp Engine, Eng O’haul due at 7025 

hrs, 88” Seaplane prop. Parachute door. 

Glider tow-hook. Interior/Exterior excel-

lent. $145,000 

 

For more detailed specifications and more 

photos, please contact Nick via e-mail at: 

 nickhunt.1@bigpond.com.au  

Nick Hunt is seeking expressions of interest from any 

club member for the purchase of his two Cessna air-

craft. He will sell them separately, but if a member is 

interested in taking them both, a more favourable agree-

Nick Hunt’s two  CESSNA  AIRCRAFT  are  FOR  SALE 

Anthony Baldry’s  HANGAR  H2/J2  is  for  sale 

mailto:weemelah@optusnet.com.au
mailto:nickhunt.1@bigpond.com.au
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Wedderburn “Fly Neighbourly” Policy 
 Follow the tracks marked in red as closely as possible. 

 Avoid the areas marked in yellow. 
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