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Contact your Newsletter Editor at 

david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

Above: Ian Harvie proudly holds the trophy for “Reserve Grand Champion Vintage Aircraft” 
which he won at the AAAA Fly-in at Echuca in April, and the restored Aeronca “Chief”. 

Below: The Middlebrook Fly-Away gang from left: Chris Harwood, Graham and Lorraine Wood, 
Greg & Anne Goulding, Dave Thomas, Alice with Vic Laybutt, Brian Harwood (& David Rittie). 
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Need some exotic plants, or want some peaches or other stone fruit?  You can choose 

from a wide selection near the airfield, just around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLAND’S  Fruit, Nursery and Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234  or  0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

 

*The Harlands also do hangar concrete slabs, at very reasonable prices* 

Above: The Macarthur Country Music Club Band playing at the Clubhouse on our “Country Night”. 
Below: Members of the SAC and the Highlander Motorhome Club enjoying the evening’s entertainment. 
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Welcome to the June/July ‘09 edi-
tion of your Newsletter. 
 

Recent events include NATFLY at 
Narromine, the AAAA Fly-in at 
Echuca, the Middlebrook Station Fly-
Away, the Fashion Parade and the 
Country Night. 
 
Along with all the usual contributions 
from our office bearers, you will find 
accounts of Narromine, Middlebrook 
and Echuca in “Wings Away”,  

Margaret Adams has written about 
the Fashion Parade in “Bird Talk”, 
and Margaret Nightingale has re-
ported on the Country Night in her 
Secretary’s column. 
 
The RV Fly-in and Brekkie at Wol-
longong has just happened as this 
Newsletter goes to print, so it will 
be covered in the next edition. 
  
May I suggest that you view this 
Newsletter on the website, where 
the whole thing appears in full  

Hi there. Here’s the latest. 
 
Treasurer’s new arrival 

Since our last Newsletter Bernie and our Treasurer, Tara, 
have had another addition to their family  -  another boy, 
Ashton, who is making life fuller and busier than ever 
for Tara. A picture of Ashton appears in Tara’s column. 
 
Joining fees 

At the last General Meeting the Committee asked the 
members for their input about joining fees, which has 
been a much debated subject in recent times. The Com-
mittee has considered the members’ recommendations 
and the decisions reached are outlined in the Secretary’s 
column. 
 
Taxiways 

As promised in the last Newsletter the taxiways have 
been upgraded. Radii have been added to the east/west 
taxiways where they intersect with the main north/south 
taxiway, the runway entry/exits have been improved and 
Taxiway ”N” has been smoothed. Thanks to Sam and 
Vic for this work. 
 
Five Year Plan 

The updated Five Year Plan (FYP) will be presented to 
the membership at the June General Meeting. The plans 
for this year will not be as ambitious as the last two years 
have been but, as announced at the last General Meeting, 
our plans for this term should include the construction of 
a toilet block in the northern precinct, a septic system,  
and also a transpiration bed which can be tapped into by 
everyone at that end of the airfield. Also, the unsealed 
western half of the runway will get some attention 
 
Electricity 

As noted in the two previous Five Year Plans this is the 

year that we investigate 
the possibility of getting 
electrical power onto the 
airfield. You will find 
included with this news-
letter a questionnaire to 
all members which will 
give us an idea of what 
our peak power and our 
standby power require-
ments might be. Our 
member, Graham Wood, will be lending some assis-
tance with this enquiry, and when we are ready we will 
get everyone involved in a debate to decide the way 
ahead. From initial discussions it appears that this pro-
ject could be a huge and costly challenge. 
 
Club’s new lawnmower 

You may have noticed that we have added a new and 
bigger lawn mower into our club equipment shed. This 
will be used mainly on the unsealed western half of the 
runway. This part of the airfield will receive more atten-
tion in the near future. 
 

Hangar space for rent 

Because we are running out of hangar space we are keen 
to maintain a register of those wanting to rent hangar 
space, and those who have space to rent out. If you fit 
into either of these categories please contact our Secre-
tary, Margaret Nightingale, so that any current hangar 
space needs can be addressed. 
 
Open Day 

We are still hopeful that somebody will volunteer to 
organise and run our next Open Day. The Open Day will 
be in early November, but experience tells us that it is 
never too early to start the planning. If you are interested 

colour. 
 
Thanks to the many who have con-
tributed to this issue. Enjoy. 
 

David Rittie 

From  your  Editor 

Words from the President 

You can contact your Newsletter Editor at david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 
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Words from the President (cont.) 

in taking on this important task, please contact a Commit-
tee member. 
 
Newsflashes 

We are continually finding members who have access to 
emails, and who do not receive the weekly Newsflashes. If 
you have changed your email address or you wish to start 
receiving the latest news, please notify our webmaster, 
Don Harvey, at: webmaster@wedderburnairstrip.com.au, 
so that you can be kept up-to-date with Club matters. Don 
can include you in the “Newsflash” list and, if you wish, 

you can be added to the members email list which is 
on the website for other member’s information. Please 
indicate to Don if you want your email address added 
to one or both of these lists. 
 

That’s all for this issue, so, until next time, please fly 
safely 

David Rittie  

Hi Everyone 
 
June General Meeting 

The General Meeting for June will be held in the club-
house on Sunday 14th June at 2.00pm. 
 
Joining fee debate 

At the General Meeting in March there was some dis-
cussion regarding the joining fee. 
The committee has opted to implement the following 
two suggestions at this stage: 
• The $3000.00 could be payable in instalments over 

3 to 5 years by negotiation with the committee. 
• Social members who attend workdays could have 

their workday fees, up to an amount determined by the 
committee, credited against their joining fee when they 
join. This option will require a rule change that will be 
dealt with in due course by the membership. 
 
Country Night 
About 65 people came along to the Country Night last 
Saturday night in the Clubhouse. There were SAC 
members, Highlander Motorhome Club members and 
Macarthur Country Music Club Members who all 
joined together to have a great time sharing a BBQ, 
country music and dancing. Our thanks go to Mike and 
Sue for organising the various groups and the Macar-

thur Country Music 
Club for providing 
the entertainment. 
Tickets were $10.00 a 
head for the dinner 
and entertainment and 
after all expenses 
were taken out a do-
nation of $100.00 has 
been forwarded to the 
Royal Flying Doctor 
Service. 
 
Thanks to all those who came along and joined in the 
fun. Thanks also to David and Joanne Nightingale from 
Bomaderry Plaza Meats for supplying the steaks and 
donating the sausages. 
Thank you to those who pitched in to help and a special, 
huge THANK YOU to June Nicholson who worked tire-
lessly getting the food together, slaving over the hot 
stoves and serving the meals. Thanks June, we couldn’t 
have done it as well without you and we appreciate your 
enthusiasm. 
 
Happy buzzing about the skies. 
 

Margaret Nightingale 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
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A’BESCO BLINDS kindly supplied and installed the blinds on the Clubhouse balcony   FREE OF CHARGE 
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Hi everyone 
 

Three months into the Club's financial 
year and financially the club is run-
ning on track and within budget (more 
than can be said for the Treasurer who 
is drowning in nappies and sleepless 
nights). 

Unlike last year, this year will be 
fairly quiet as far as major spend-
ing and infrastructure projects is 
concerned. 

To all those who have bought fuel 
or oil recently, or are awaiting a 
hangar option invoice, or new 
membership invoice, please be 
patient. I promise that you will be 
invoiced - I'm just a little snowed 
under at present with the family’s 
new arrival. Thank you for your 
patience. 

Just one final thing; could I please 
ask that if you send your payment 
by cheque that you do not staple 

Treasurer’s Report 

Hello Everyone, 
 
With six months gone, six months to go for 2009, wel-
come to the June/July edition of the Newsletter, and of 
course, the Social / Workday section. 
 
The last Social Workday which was held on Saturday 
May 9 was a great success, and didn’t we get some 
much needed jobs done, Painting, Ditch Digging, Pipe 
Laying, Electrical, House Cleaning, and Rock Removal 
plus lots lots more.  A big thank you to all who attended 
and got stuck in to make it all happen – but you know 
what…. one of the really good things about the day 
apart from the usual socializing whilst carrying out the 
work and of course lunch, was the fact that a number of 
people stayed on at the airport after lunch and got their 
planes out to go flying – ok, the sky wasn’t black with 
aircraft, but it was good to see a number of members 
taking advantage of the great flying conditions offered 
up by the Aviation Gods that afternoon…….we really, 
really want to see more of this sort of thing happening, 
and in all honesty, this was one of the main drivers be-
hind the committee’s decision for reducing the Social/
Workday from eight hours back to four, so… get out 
there and go flying guys, after all, isn’t that one the 
main reasons we are all here. 
 
OK, back to business.  We have completed two social 
work days for ‘09, the next one will be held on Sunday 
28th June, so it’s only a couple of weeks or so away.  
As you know, the official “Record of Attendance” is 
located on the website, and you probably know how 
many you’ve attended so far this year, however, this is 
the Official Record, so be sure to go to the website and 

check your atten-
dance from time to 
time.  If there are 
any errors, or if 
you have done 
some extra work 
(that’s been previ-

ously arranged 

between us) that 
has not been ac-
counted for, please 
let me know and I 
will make the ap-
propriate amend-
ments as required to the sheet. 
 
Lastly, it’s less that two months till Oshkosh, and whilst 
it’s not officially a Club Championship ‘point getter’, as 
such, my understanding is there will be a number of club 
members heading over that way for this Aviation Gather-
ing (me included).  So, an idea has been put forward to 
have a Club Gathering in the US for perhaps lunch, or 
dinner, at some point.  Whether this fits into the category 
of a ‘special gathering’, or perhaps just a get-together at 
one of the organised functions (like the Internationals 
Dinner) it all sounds like a pretty good idea to me.  Any-
way, if anyone is interested, how about dropping me a 
line and putting forward a few ideas as to a venue or time 
that might be suitable, and if there is enough interest, I’ll 
send out a notice prior to the event indicating a time and 
place for everyone to meet up…….Just a thought!!! 
 
See you on Sunday 28 June  

Matthew Gray 
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the cheque - thanks heaps. 
 

Blue Skies, 

Tara Stevermuer 
 
By popular request a picture of baby 
Ashton Stevermuer appears above. 

Ed 

Work / Social Day Activities 
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Bird  Talk 
Hi Everyone, 
 
Well how hectic was the month of May for your Social Committee? 
We were busy working for three weekends in a row to make our get- 
togethers successful. 
 

Firstly our Fly-In /Drive-In Brunch held on Sunday 3rd May saw 37 
members and visitors come along to enjoy the delicious food that we 
served and join in having a good time with their fellow aviators. We 
were delighted to have six visitors in attendance at our gathering and 
besides the members bringing their friends along we had a visitor from 
the UK come out to see us. Steve Dart had hired a car to come and see Wedderburn for a second 
time (he had been out late last year) and he knew from our website that we were holding our 
Brunch Day. Everyone made Steve very welcome and many of the members showed him around 
the Airfield then took him to their Hangar to show off their aircraft. Steve will come out again to 
see us when he returns for his work, later on in the year. Thanks also to Carl for flying in from the 
Berrima District Aero Club – it is always good to see him come along to enjoy our day. 
 
My “Thanks” to Chefs: Dave Thomas, Rodney George, Veronica, Wendi, Glenda and Dot McS, 
for the 1st class cooking of all the delicious food we served for all to enjoy. To all other helpers 
“Thanks” for your assistance on the day. 
 
We seem to get stuck on the number attending our Fly-In/Drive-In Brunches at 37. We had the 
same number in February attending, so - how about for our August get together we try hard to 
make it to 50. 
 

The Social Work Day held on Saturday 9th May saw a good number of our members come along 
to work on the projects that were listed to be done. It was pleasing to see so many of our newer 
members coming along to participate. I for one was very happy to see the outside of our Clubhouse 
being cleaned -  this has  been a worry to me for quite some time so I “Thank” the team who did 
such a great job - it looks fantastic and oh! so clean. 
 
Your group of Ladies of the Social Committee prepared and served 56 lunches to the workers of 
delicious BBQ Chicken, a selection of Cold Meats and Salads, followed by delicious cakes. From 
all reports everyone enjoyed their lunch and we were certainly happy with the rollup. A big 
“thank” you to my team of Ladies for their hard work and I was so pleased to see Vittoria, Laura 
and Vanessa (with dear little Annabel) coming along to lend a hand – we hope to see you all again 
soon. I must not forget my junior helper Abbey who was just terrific as usual. 
 
Once again we held a Raffle on the Work Day and the winner of 1st Prize of a $50.00 Coles Gift 
Card was Glen Buttsworth and 2nd Prize of a $20.00 Bunnings Gift Card was won by Peter Needs 
Congratulations to both of our winners and I “Thank” you all for supporting your Social Commit-
tee. 
 

Sunday 17th May was a great day – we held a “Fashion Parade Extraordinaire” in our Club-
house. Wendi Leigh (now an associate member) is an exclusive designer of unique fashions, in-
cluding Sporty / daywear, cocktail / evening wear and many one-off styles. We decided it would be 
a wonderful opportunity for our members to see these beautiful items of clothing designed and 
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made by Wendi. 
 
After a luncheon break for the organising team, Wendi and her friend Helen, started to unveil an 
exciting range of designer women’s fashions in readiness for the models to start parading to help 
the members and friends present decide “now which one will I buy”. 
We had two of our club members, Jacquie and Veronica and two of Wendi’s friends Thelma and 
Ria do the honours in modelling, and they were so professional. They were all fantastic and they 
presented all of Wendi’s lovely outfits perfectly. A special “Thank” you to the four ladies for a job 
well done. 
 
We were pleased to see 38 members and friends turn up to enjoy this very different event we held 
and a lucky door prize, of a pretty scarf, was won by Page, (Sue & Mike’s granddaughter) who I 
know was so thrilled to be the lucky winner. After the showing we served a much appreciated af-
ternoon tea to the group to help with discussing and then deciding which lovely garment we might 
buy or order. Thanks to Lorraine, Dot, Veronica and Lilli for helping in the preparation of the af-
ternoon tea spread. 
 
To Wendi, “thank” you so much for allowing us to see and enjoy your wonderful talents, we were 
so impressed with your range of exclusive designs and we who have purchased from you are so 
delighted with our selections. Let’s hope we can enjoy another viewing of your beautiful designs in 
the summer months. 
 

WORK DAY SUNDAY 28TH JUNE  2009 (FREE LUNCH) 

Yes, our winter Work Day is not far away and this is the day the Ladies of the Social Committee 
prepare our very popular Vegetable Soup to serve to all the workers. For this alone you should 
come along and enjoy the luncheon which will also include a selection of assorted sandwiches fol-
lowed by delicious cakes. 
 
We are always happy to see a good roll up of our members – much is achieved by everyone pitch-
ing in to do even a couple of hours work so please remember the date and register your name on 
arrival in the Clubhouse then select what job you would like to do. Matthew always has a list full 
of tasks to be carried out. See you all on the 28th 

 

FLY- IN / DRIVE- IN BRUNCH SUNDAY 2nd AUGUST, 2009 10.00 A.M. TO 1.00 P.M. 

Another Brunch day is not that far away and remember I have mentioned earlier in my screed that I 
hope we can have at least 50 of our members and friends turn up on our day. The cost for the 
Brunch Menu is $8.00 per head and you have a selection of O.J., Cereals, BBQ Sausages, Eggs, 
Bacon, Toast, Tea or Coffee. 
 
Invitations will be sent to our friends at nearby Aero Clubs to fly in or Drive in to come along and 
join us, so please place this date in your diary NOW so it is not forgotten. See you all on the 2nd. 
 

CLUB MERCHANDISE FOR SALE – Please remember to purchase your Club Polo Shirt, Club 
Cap and Club Cloth Badge so when you attend all the arranged Fly ways you will look terrific in 
your Club apparel. Just see me at the airfield or phone me on 9567 6522 or Email me to 
mda@isp.net.au to place your order. 
 

Cheers 

Margaret Adams  

Page 7 Bird  Talk (cont.) 
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Thomas. 
 
Others drove to the event. They were: 
Leigh Cunneen, Matthew Gray, John 
Lightbown, Peter Lightbown and 
Robert Seisun. 
 
Please let me know if I have forgotten 
anyone. 

David Rittie 

As usual there were interesting talks 
given in the auditorium in the club-
house on a variety of subjects and 
presented by many different speak-
ers. Also, there were the usual food 
stalls, the compulsory “fly market”, 
and many manufacturers and suppli-
ers tents to wander through. 
 
By Saturday the weather started to 
turn sour, and those that flew in 
early enjoyed the best conditions. 
 
As far as I am aware the following 
Wedderburnians flew to the event: 
Dave Ecclestone, Michailo Eric, 
Robert Greig, Peter Hodgens, 
Milivoj Kresovic, Mal McAulay, 
Barry Pascoe, David Rittie, Dave 

Natfly (National Fly-in) is the 
R.A.Aus annual event, and was 
held, as usual, at Narromine over 
the Easter weekend. 
 
The weather forecast for the week-
end was not inspiring, and so 
some  drove to the event so that 
they would not miss out. 
 
There was a huge number of air-
craft in attendance, and even more 
Jabirus than ever, some of which 
were beautifully prepared and pre-
sented. The display that attracted a 
great deal of attention was the two 
Lightning aircraft, as much for 
their appearance as for their 
claimed speed and performance. 

NATFLY  -  Narromine, Easter Weekend 

Wings  Away 

the function/dinner held on the Sat-
urday evening where many old bud-
dies were re-united and old friend-
ships renewed. Even though the 
Master of Ceremonies was very en-
tertaining the highlight for us was 
that, during the award presentations,  
Ian Harvie was awarded the prize of 
“Reserve Grand Champion” for the 
res torat ion of  his  Aeronca 
“Chief” (which was featured in an  
article in the April issue of this 
Newsletter). 
 
The weather was so bad that Dave 
Thomas’ tent blew out, and all of his 
bedding got soaked in the rain. For-
tunately, Dave, along with Ian and 
Don Harvie, were invited to share a 
motel room on the Saturday night 
with some other SAC members, and 
therefore were able to enjoy a dry 
and peaceful night’s sleep. 
 
There are some interesting things to 
do at Echuca apart from gazing at 
aeroplanes. The last time the AAAA 
event was held at Echuca many SAC 
members went on a river cruise. This 
time some toured the G.M. Holden 

For this event the weather forecast 
appeared to be very dodgey, to say 
the least, and so those who were 
really keen to be there flew out 
early. Those that flew later had trou-
ble arriving and some had to turn 
back. Some members who had time 
constraints but were still really keen 
to be there drove to the event, to be 
sure to be sure. 
 
The forecast was accurate and the 
weather with continual high winds, 
low cloud and showers was not kind 
to this event However, the number 
and quality of the aircraft that made 
the journey were very impressive. 
 
 There were some great examples of 
antique aircraft on display. It was 
good to see that Clin Ashton-Martin 
was able to fly last year’s award 
winning  Avro Cadet down from 
Boganderra. It was also good to see 
Maurie Evans in the Stinson, and, of 
course, Dave Thomas flew his 
Aeronca Champ to the event, and 
camped under the wing 
 
The highlight of the weekend was 

A A A A Fly-in, Echuca, April 24 - 26 
Museum which has a fine example of 
just about every Holden ever built, 
and some cut-away Holden engines. 
Also on the agenda this year was a 
short visit to the Echuca River Port, 
where there are many original build-
ings, all nicely restored 
 
There was supposed to be an air 
show on the Sunday, and many lo-
cals turned up to watch, but the rain 
and strong winds made display fly-
ing very difficult, and only a few 
display aircraft briefly took to the 
air. In the end the crowd slowly dis-
persed and some of our members 
started their return journey. 
 
All returned safely to Wedderburn, 
even though some had to break the 
return trip at Wagga due to the 
weather, but all were home safely by 
mid week. 
 
The following SAC members were 
present at the Fly-in: 
Clin Ashton Martin, Leigh Cunneen, 
Maurie Evans, Matthew Gray, Don 
Harvie, Ian Harvie, Mal McAulay 
Barbara Pearce, David Rittie, Peter 
Scott, Sharyl Scott and Dave Tho-
mas. 

David Rittie 
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We will set off Saturday 10th of October. 
First stop is Ivanhoe Friday night, then Saturday morn-
ing arrive at Broken Hill. I will organise a bus out to 
Silverton Pub for Saturday afternoon. 
Leave Sunday around mid morning for Parachilna. I'm 
trying to organize a tour of the area. Just the one night 
here then off to William Creek for two nights. 
Possible visit to Oodnadatta depending on accommoda-
tion available. Possible inclusion to Noccundra for one 

Wings  Away (cont.) 

night, and then Milparinka for a night before heading 
home via White Cliffs. Watch this space  and the News-
flashes for updates. 
 
If I can have some idea of numbers of interested aviators 
I can start booking accommodation. Please contact me at 
wes.brown@sespl.com.au, if you are interested in join-
ing us, and spread the word to your friends. Thanks. 
 

Wes Brown 

 

If you want to stage an event, or invite the Club to join you on a flying jaunt please talk to me. You will earn addi-

tional Championship points. As you can see below, we need some more events for 2009.    Bret Cavanagh 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS.  Put ‘em in your diary 
June 14 (Sunday) General Meeting, Clubhouse, 2pm    [Contact: Margaret Nightingale] 

June 28 (Sunday)  Social Workday, sign in at 9am. Free lunch  [Contact: Matthew Gray] 

July 11 (Saturday)  Friends of the Runway BBQ and Party, 5pm in the Clubhouse. Includes the unveiling of 
   the plaque.      [Contact: Margaret Nightingale] 

July 18 (Saturday)  Scone Aero Club “Pink Night” Scone Aero Club, 7pm. Three course meal, band, dancing. 
   Stay overnight and return Sunday. Proceeds go to the Cancer Council. Email to   
   david.rittie@optusnet.com.au for motel bookings. [Contact: David Rittie] 
August 2 (Sunday) Fly-in/Drive-in Brunch, 10am to 1pm, Clubhouse [Contact: Margaret Adams]  
Aug/Sep sometime Cowra & Iandra Castle Fly Away, two day weekend [Contact: David Rittie] 
August 29 (Saturday)  Social Workday, sign in at 9am. Free lunch  [Contact: Matthew Gray] 

September ?  ?  Help. We need someone to organise a flying event [Contact: ?   ?   ?   ] 
October 10 (Saturday) October Air Safari.. More details below.  [Contact: Wes Brown] 

We left Wedderburn on Friday 
morning so we could arrive at Mid-
dlebrook Station in time for lunch. 
Pleasant flying conditions were ex-
perienced along the way albeit a little 
hazy. 
 
Middlebrook is only a few miles past 
Scone airport, but it was very diffi-
cult to pick out the grass runway. 
One notable person flew straight 
past, and Vic had to call him up on 
the radio to suggest that he come 
back. 
 
Dinner on Friday night was at the 
Scone Aero Club where we were 
made to feel most welcome by their 
President, Neville Partridge. We  
were joined by an old Qantas mate, 
Val Quinell, and  we made some new 

local aviator friends. It was at this 
dinner that we were invited to join 
them for their upcoming “Pink 
Night” in July, which now appears 
on our flying calendar. 
 
On Saturday we watched a local pa-
rade through the centre of town 
which featured the town’s claim to 
fame as one of the largest centres of 
horse breeding in the world. 
 
Saturday lunch was at the “Linger 
Longer” pub which has been there 
forever, and is famous “around these 
parts”, and even though there are 
some new additions to the building 
the old section remains to retain the 
traditional atmosphere. 
 
At dinner that night, back in the bun-

galow, we were entertained by a 
bush poet, but some found the stories 
told by Val, Vic and Dave Thomas 
about their Qantas experiences to be 
even more entertaining. 
 
On Sunday morning we did a short 
tour of the farm before heading 
home, dodging a few rain storms 
along the way. Dave Thomas headed 
north to visit family, but the remain-
der all soon arrived back safe at 
Wedderburn. 
 
Those who took part in this most 
enjoyable trip were: Anne and Greg 
Goulding, Chris and Brian Harwood, 
Vic Laybutt with Alice, David Rittie, 
Dave Thomas. Larraine and Graham 
Wood. Our thanks go to Vic for or-
ganising such a great Club outing. 
 

David Rittie 

Middlebrook Station Fly-Away, May 8 - 10 

October Air Safari 
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We had a story from Ron Lalor about VH-DCU, 
the aircraft which he built many years ago, but 
due to a minor technical electronic disaster, the 
story got lost. Watch out for it in the next issue 
of your Newsletter. 
 
The picture at right is the only remains of the 
story we had ready for this issue. 
 

Ed 
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“Helicopters are better known as Rotary Bankruptcy” 

“Helicopters come with a built in crash date” 

“Helicopters are so ugly that the earth repels them” 

“Helicopters don’t fly  .  .  .  they just beat the air into submission” 

Question: Why don’t they have Vintage Helicopter fly-ins? Answer: Because there aren’t any vintage helicopters. 

“If you want to go broke  –  own an aircraft … if you want to go broke quicker  —  buy a helicopter” 

“I used to be a millionaire  –  then a bought a helicopter” 

 

Thanks to my friend, Matt, from Hawker Pacific at Bankstown for providing the quotes above  . .         Ed 
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G’day from the points scoring department. 
 
The spies have been out collecting names at the events be-
longing to the Club Championship, and have reported in 
enough information to come up with a progressive 
pointscore.  The included events to date are: 
Wings Over Illawarra . . 22/02/2009 
Frogs Hollow . . . 1/03/2009 
NatFly Narromine . . 10/04/2009 
AAAA Fly-In Echuca . . 24/04/2009 
Middlebrook station weekend . 8/05/2009 
Fashion Parade  . . 17/05/2009 
 
At each event, points were awarded for attendance, arriving 
in an aeroplane, points for trying (eg using a car to beat 
crook weather) and one point for the event organiser or 
sponsor.  Given that some of our spies are at times unreli-
able, any errors (backed up with a bit of evidence) will be 
gladly corrected.  There are no flying points included for the 
Wings Over Illawarra event since our spies were too busy 
looking at parked aircraft to notice who arrived in one! 
 
So, the top of the table (anyone with 3 or more points) fol-
lows (we all know that the cream floats to the top, but what 
floats to the top of the cream?).  There are in fact 72 people 
who have scored at least one point, but space doesn’t permit 
that list to fit in the Newsletter.  Have a look on the website 
if you want to see your name in print. 

    Name          Events    Points 

David Rittie . . 6 11 
David Thomas . . 5 9 
Matthew Gray . . 4 8 
Leigh Cunneen . . 4 7 
Victor Laybutt . . 3 6 
Philip Ayrton . . 2 4 
Alice Collett . . 2 4 
Anne Goulding . . 2 4 
Gregory Goulding . 2 4 
Malcolm McAulay . 2 4 
Peter Bowman . . 2 3 
Donald Harvie . . 2 3 
Ian Harvie . . 1 3 
Peter Hodgens . . 2 3 
Frank Krassoi . . 2 3 
Randall Krebs . . 2 3 
Lorraine Wood . . 2 3 
 
You might have noticed that the Davids again domi-
nate the table, and they manage to do this by a very 
effective plan.  They go to more events than any-
body else, and use their aeroplane.  There, now that 
the secret is out, see if we can’t knock the Davids 
off the top of the Club Championship table. 
 
Keep flying and keep scoring 

Bret Cavanagh 

Helicopter    Humour 

Young Ron Lalor 
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CAMDEN  HIRE 

Caters for just about all equipment, construction, earthmoving 
and landscaping hire requirements. 

Big job or small, the staff at Camden Hire will help you pick 
the right tools for the job. 

Visit their website  -  www.camdenhire.com.au 

 

Page 11 Fashion Parade and Narromine 

Above: Our SAC girls: Jacqueline Montague, Veronica Theodore and designer and MC, Wendi Leigh, 
with help from Ria and Thelma, all starred at the Fashion Parade.  Below: Narromine during NATFLY 

Below: the two “Lightning” aircraft on display at Narromine, claiming amazing performance 
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Page 12 AAAA Fly-in, Echuca 24th - 26th April 

For all your piloting 
needs 
including maps, 

Drop in and see Chris or George at Bank-
stown, or visit our website: 

Above, from left: Don Harvie, Ian Harvie and Maurie Evans; Mal McAulay; Matthew Gray, David Rittie 
and Leigh Cunneen, all at the AAAA Saturday evening awards presentation function. Below: Dave 
Thomas camped under the wing of his Aeronca “Champ”, and Maurie Evans’ Stinson on display. 

Below left: the Woods’ Bonanza, the Harwoods’ Maule and the Gouldings’ Piper Seneca. Right: Vic 
Laybutt’s Cardinal, Dave Rittie’s Jabiru and Dave Thomas’ Aeronca “Champ”, all at Middlebrook Station 

Below left: Clin Ashton-Martin’s beautifully restored (and last year’s award winning) Avro Cadet. 
Below right: Some of the earlier Holden cars on display in the Echuca Holden Museum 


