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Above: The aircraft parking area and Clubhouse on our recent Open Day. Inset above: Vic was “air traf-
fic controller” on the day. Below: Richard Wiltshire takes off as he is about to give us a breathtaking aero-

batics display, with many and various SAC aircraft in the parking area. Story appears on Page 9 
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Need some exotic plants, or want some peaches or other stone fruit?  You can choose 

from a wide selection near the airfield, just around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLAND’S  Fruit, Nursery and Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234  or  0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

 

*The Harlands also do hangar concrete slabs, at very reasonable prices* 

Page 2 

Above: The Cessna Dragonfly showed us its incredible climbing ability during its flypast and Richard 
Wiltshire doing his aerobatic thing , smoke n all. Below: Clayton Harland from Harlands Nursery eating 
his own fruit, and Dave and Adelle Scott of the Wedderburn Rural Fire Service on show at our Open Day 
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Welcome to the December’08/

January ‘09 edition of your Newslet-
ter. 
 
The big current news items are the 
sealing of the runway with the much-
favoured “hot mix”, the Air Show at 
Nowra and our magnificent Open Day 
which topped off the year with a bang. 
The sealing of the runway was consid-
ered important enough to warrant a 
special edition of your Newsletter, 
called the “Souvenir” edition, which 

Hullo everyone. 
 
Newsflashes 

As I sit down to write this column I am, once again, 
reminded that almost everything that you will read 
here has already been mentioned in the weekly 
emailed Newsflashes. However, for the benefit of 
those who do not have access to emails I will briefly 
cover the main points. (As mentioned previously, if 
you have access to email and you are not receiving 
the weekly Newsflashes please let a Committee mem-
ber (or me) know so that we can add you onto the list 
of recipients.) 
 
The last couple of months has been a very dynamic  
period for the Club. The very successful Open Day 
was a memorable occasion, but the sealing of the run-
way became a historic moment in the club’s history. 
 
Runway 

The sealing of the full length of the runway with hot 
mix has been such a big project and such a major 
milestone for the Club that we decided to create a 
special “souvenir” edition of your newsletter. You 
will have received it in the same envelope as this one. 
 
Just about everything that needs to be said about the 
runway has been said and is covered in the souvenir, 
but I just need, again, to pass on my heartfelt thanks 
to all those involved in the project. It has been a long 
and hard road to get to the end of the project, but 
there it is, all sealed, painted, done and dusted. 
 
Taxiways 

The heavy recent rain has played havoc with the 
schedule to prepare and seal the taxiways, but hope-
fully, by the time you read this, the taxiways will also 
be sealed. 
 
Once again, Sam, Vic and our contractor, Graeme 
Daley, have worked long and hard to get the taxiways 

ready for sealing. We recog-
nise their great efforts with 
this work. 
 
Open Day 

The Open Day turned out 
pretty well. The weather was 
kind and the airfield looked 
as pretty as a picture, and 
there were many and varied 
displays, on the ground and in the air to keep all those who  
attended interested. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves, 
and most important, a good deal of money was raised for 
the Angel Flight organisation. 
 
The planning for the Open Day and the event itself fol-
lowed the model developed a few years ago by Maree and 
Lindsay Sinclair, which greatly assisted the organising 
process. 
 
A full report on the Open Day appears under “Wings 
Away” on Page 9. 
 
Hoxton Park closure 

A great many SAC members attended the very last ever 
SAAA hosted BBQ at Hoxton Park. This time it was a 
lunch that went until the late hours to bid a fitting 
“farewell” to the airfield which has served so many for 
such a long time, and which will be about due for closure 
by the time you read this. 
 
The closure of Hoxton Park has been sadly described by 
many as “an absolute travesty”. 
 
Hangar construction 

There has been good progress with the construction of han-
gars in the northern precinct. Our member, Phil Ayrton, 
has offered to design, draw and seek council approval (at 
cost) for any modifications you may wish to incorporate 
into your hangar. Phil is an architect, and therefore quali-
fied to assist with this process. Thanks Phil. 

you should have received along 
with this edition. 
 
You will find an article about the 
Open Day on Page 9 of this 
Newsletter, and pictures of the 

From  your  Editor 

Words from the President 
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Nowra Airshow and the Open Day on 
Pages 1,2, 11 and 12. 

 
We hope you enjoy this Christmas edi-
tion of your Newsletter. 
 
Merry Christmas to you 
all. 
 

David Rittie 

Contact your Newsletter Editor at david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 



 

SAC 08 12 

been which of these correspondences 
constitute official communication with 
the club. In an effort to clarify this and 
remain consistent to all members I pro-
pose to deal with emails in the following 
way. 

1. If you send the committee an email 
that is in the form of a letter, that is, it 
has your name and address on top etc 
and looks like a letter but is sent by 
email rather than snail mail I will con-
sider it to be official correspondence. 

2. If you send an email with just the words, not par-
ticularly looking like a formal letter, and you want it to 
be entered into the official correspondence of the club 
you will need to state that somewhere in the email. 
For all other emails, the committee will decide if it will 
treat the email as official i.e. to be entered into the corre-
spondence and/or requiring a reply. 
 
I hope each of you and your families have a safe and 
happy Christmas and we are all more prosperous in the 

New Year (we can only hope). I look for-
ward to seeing you all at the General Meet-
ing and the Christmas Lunch. 
 

Margaret Nightingale 

From the Secretary’s Desk 

Hi Everyone 
 
What a year its been and I must have been 
having fun because it has gone so quickly. 
Time flies…. December brings our final 
General Meeting for 2008 and our club 
Christmas Lunch and Presentation. It 
would be great to see as many as possible 
at both events. 
 
The December General Meeting will take 
place in the clubhouse at 2.00pm on Sun-
day 7th December. There are no notices of motion but 
some of the items on the agenda will be discussions and/
or reports about:- 
 The joining fee 
 The runway and grass safety strip 
 Taxiways 
 Social Membership 
 Open Day 
The minutes of the September General Meeting are on 
the website in a draft form for you to read. 
 
During the last few years, and particularly since the 
advent of the “Newsflash” the committee receives a 
lot of correspondence by email. Some of it is just a 
couple of lines long with a question or a statement 
and some is in the form of a letter. My dilemma has 
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Fisher’s Ghost 

November 1st saw a small band of 
SAC brave souls perform the tradi-
tional annual Fisher’s Ghost fly past 
over Campbelltown in rather dirty 
weather. In order to make the parade 
seem bigger than it really was each 
aircraft flew over twice! 
 
Frogs Hollow 

A handful of SAC members visited 
Frogs Hollow Aero Club on Sunday 
30th November for a BBQ. Former 

SAC President, Bob Phillips, was 
chief cook on this occasion, and 
there were about sixty members and 
visitors in attendance. 
 
Bob has invited us to “Frogs” for the 
official opening of their new Club-
house in February next year. 
 
Flying events for next year 

As always, we are looking to mem-
bers to arrange some flying events 
for next year. You can gain addi-

tional championship points by or-
ganising an event (or two). Please 
contact Bret if you can assist. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at 
the General Meeting on December 
7, and also at the Christmas Party on 
14th. Until then please fly safely, 

enjoy a very Merry 
Christmas and have a 
great 2009. 
 

David Rittie 

Words from the President (cont.) 

A’BESCO BLINDS kindly supplied and installed the blinds on the Clubhouse balcony   FREE OF CHARGE 
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Hi everyone, 
 

Where did this year go? Christmas is 
upon us again (hope you are coming 
to the Christmas party) and Sebastian 
is now one year old! It has been a 
memorable year too, with the sealing 
of the runway. I cannot wait for all 
the taxiways to be sealed and the 
grass strip to be complete – what a 
magnificent place Wedderburn will 
become (and I think it is great al-
ready!). 
 
Sealed runway is done, taxiways 

are progressing, bring on the 

grass… 

As you may recall the committee, 
with your approval, budgeted 
$197,000 to seal the runway. As it 
stands we have been invoiced 
~$226,000, with an estimated 
$23,500 we are still expecting to be 
invoiced. This will bring the total 
cost of sealing the runway to just 
under $250,000. As you are all aware 
the committee’s budget for the run-
way did not include a full width / full 
length hot mix finish. This full hot 
mix finish was conditional upon 
those members that really wanted it 
donating it to the club. Pledges for 
the hot mix runway raised $55,000 – 
thank you to all those members that 
wanted a hot mix runway and do-
nated your hard earned money to-
wards it. We hope you like the fin-
ished product and have had plenty of 
opportunity to use it. At the end of 
the day, this means that we have 
come in on budget. This would not 
have been possible if it had not been 
for those members involved in this 
project (keeping a strict eye on costs) 
or for those members willing to do-
nate/pledge money towards such a 
first class runway. 
 
The earthworks are near finished for 
the main taxiway and northern han-
gar taxiways. It is expected they 
should be sealed soon. Once the taxi-
ways are sealed and the club has re-
ceived the bill, those of you that own 
a hangar in the northern end of the 
airfield can expect an invoice from 
the club for your share of the cost. 

We are also expecting to have the 
grass (safety) strip completed ASAP 
– hopefully we have not missed the 
grass growing season… 
 

Old club house keys 

Have you still got your old club 
house key? If you would like your 
$30 refund please be sure to return 
your key to Margaret Nightingale 
ASAP. Members who return their 
keys prior to 14 December will get 
the $30 credited on their annual 
subs. Keys can be returned by leav-
ing them in an envelope with your 
name on it in the club house mail-
box, or they can be posted to the 
club’s PO Box (make sure your 
name is somewhere). Alternately, 
hand your key in an envelope with 
your name on it to a committee 
member. 
 

Club house mailbox 

I’m pleased to report that the club 
internal mailbox is working well, 
with some members posting their 
cheques and/or other committee cor-
respondence here (saves a stamp!).  
 
2009 annual subs 

It is nearly that time of year again. 
Annual subs will be emailed to you 
at the end of December and are to be 
paid to the club by 31 January (the 
club’s financial year ends 31 Jan). 
Payment of annual subs can be by 
EFT direct to the club’s bank ac-
count, direct deposit into the club’s 
bank account from any NAB, or 
cheque posted to the club’s PO Box 
or left in the clubhouse mailbox. 
 
For me to easily invoice you, and for 
you to be sure you are invoiced the 
correct amount, there are a couple of 
things I need to know: 
 

I need to be sure who owns what 
hangar. To determine hangar owner-
ship I refer to the committee held list 
of hangar owners (note: any hangar 
owner that sells their hangar is ex-
pected to notify the committee). If 
you have recently sold your hangar 
please let Margaret Nightingale 
know who it was sold to so that I 

Treasurer’s Report 

invoice the correct person. If you are 
not sure if you are listed as the owner 
of your hangar please check with 
Margaret Nightingale prior to De-
cember 14. 
 
I also need to know who has/hasn’t 
completed their workday credits. 
Have you completed your three work 
day credits this year? Please check 
the club’s website (or give Matthew 
Gray a call if you do not have inter-
net access) and ensure your workday 
credits are accurate. Whatever this 
list says on December 14 is what I 
am going to be using to invoice you 
– you have a couple of weeks to 
check and correct if necessary. 
 
As some of you may already know, 
Bernie and I are expecting our sec-
ond child in early 2009. This is the 
busiest time of the club’s year for the 
treasurer – combination of chasing 
annual subs and getting the club’s 
records audited. Although all mem-
bers should always pay their annual 
subs on time, I am putting in a spe-
cial request for 2009 annual subs. 
 

As always, don’t hesitate to contact 
me if you believe any statement you 
have received is in error. Also, if you 
have an email address and would like 
to be included in club email notifica-
tions, please drop me a quick email 
and we’ll add you to the SAC email 
list. I look forward to seeing you all 
at the club Christmas party…if not, 
Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to you!! 
 

Blue skies, 

Tara Stevermuer 
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Hi Everyone, 
Well here we are almost to the end of 2008 and 
by the time you receive your Newsletter it will 
be only 3 weeks to Christmas, and hasn’t the 
festive season crept up on us. Our Club activi-
ties this year have all been very successful and I 
wish to “Thank” all our members who have 
given their precious time and of course their 
hard work to make our Club one to be proud of 
and for supporting your Ladies( now the Social 
Committee) all year. 
Our last Work Day of the year held on Sunday 
2nd November saw over 50 members place their 
names on the list to enjoy a delicious lunch of 
BBQ Sausages, Rissoles and Onions, a great 
selection of various Salads then the always 
tempting trays of mixed cakes, to complete a 
great lunch.  My “Thanks” must go to our Chef 
of the day, Rodney George, who did a sterling 
job. To the team of Ladies who came and pre-
pared the Luncheon I very much appreciate all 
your hard work and “Thanks” for a job well 
done. 
I am always so happy to see so many of our new 
Associate members coming along to join in to 
help with the preparation of the Lunches on 
Work Days. Even though we are small in num-
bers, due to several of the Ladies deciding not 
give of their time any more, it gives me heart to 
know our group of Ladies, with the support of 
our new Ladies, will continue to work together 
for our Club for many more years. 
A special “Thank” you to all the workers who 
made our airfield look so neat and tidy in readi-
ness for the many visitors coming to join us on 
our “Special Day” 
 

OPEN DAY – SUNDAY 9TH NOVEMBER 

What a fantastic day, everything went so well 
and with all the members getting involved to 
help with the organisation I’m sure the SAC 
Committee are delighted with the results. 
Unfortunately, I was sick with a virus just 3 
days out from our big day and “Thanks” must 
go to Keith Lyons and John Bennett  who came 
to my rescue and helped with last minute pick 
up of goods that were needed for our day. Our 
friend Peter Samios (past member) was also 
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called upon to lend a 
hand, Peter ended up 
with many jobs on 
Open Day, actually re-
placing me as I was not 
able to do much to help 
my team, Peter’s main 
task of the day was to 
be my chauffeur and as 
soon as we arrived Peter got to work helping 
Frank Luke and Rodney George move tables 
and chairs outside for the Ladies to set up their 
stalls – when all of this was finished Peter 
ended up as assistant to Veronica who was up-
stairs cooking Pikelets in readiness for the Dev-
onshire teas – I think we all decided we would 
take Peter home to help us he was so good. 
Doug Montague also was on my team helping 
to chill down the soft drinks to be sold during 
the day and making sure our Members who 
were manning the gates had plenty of cold wa-
ter to drink and always ready to assist wherever 
possible - my “Thanks” to all of the guys for 
helping us. 
Now to “Thank” my Ladies, the cooks of the 
Jams & Relishes, Cakes, Slices and delicious 
sweet treats, were Jacquie, Dorothy, Maryanne 
and her daughter Monica and yours truly – we 
had a superb display and best of all we only had 
a few items left to sell which was excellent. 
To Inez who was our main contributor to the 
Handicraft stall with most beautiful knitted 
Lace Coat Hangers - “Thanks” Inez for all your 
hard work. 
To all of the Ladies and Gents who became the 
greatest Salespeople - you were all terrific serv-
ing on all of our stalls. The Devonshire Teas 
proved to be once again a great success and 
with Veronica busily cooking Pikelets (16 
batches in all) to accompany the Scones with 
Jam and Cream we found we could have cer-
tainly sold a lot more. “Thanks” Veronica for 
doing such a great job – you certainly were 
busy. 
Jacquie, Wendi, together with the help of our 
wonderful Junior helpers Grace & Lilli, worked 
flat out preparing and selling the Devonshire 
teas, Carrot Cake, Tea or Coffee,  Potato Chips, 
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Bags of Lollies, Soft Drinks etc. to the hungry 
members and visitors and were helped by Rod, 
Glenda, Judy and her sister in law Bev – to eve-
ryone who gave of their time and energy I 
“Thank” you all. 
Please forgive me if your name was forgotten 
on the “Thank” you list. To everyone who was 
involved in helping us on the day we did appre-
ciate your assistance. 
It is wonderful of Robynne and Bernard 
Knowler to drive up from Canberra to spend 
the day with us again and “Thank” you 
Robynne for your donation of the delicious 
Carrot cakes you made for our Cake stall, I 
know one was sold before you even got to hand 
them to us and the others sold straight away, 
that’s great when this happens – we do appreci-
ate your kind gesture. We hope you both, with 
your friend from England, enjoyed your day 
and we hope to see you again soon. 
Sorry, I have not completed the paperwork for 
the Open Day yet, as I have painters and handy-
men working at home and SAC has had to take 
a back seat for a few weeks. 
Our friends from the Lions Club of Camden 
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Inc. once again enjoyed catering for us and 
from all reports they were very pleased with the 
day. This wonderful organisation has, once 
again, been generous in donating the cost of our 
VIP lunches - a total of $100.00 to Angel 
Flight, our charity for Open Day.  I have writ-
ten a letter of “Thanks” to The Lions Club and 
I’m sure they will come and assist us next year. 
To our members, their families and many visi-
tors who came and supported the Social Com-
mittee Stalls on Open Day we “Thank” you and 
please remember we always need your support 
in all that we do for the Club. 
 
I must mention to you all, our stalwart of the 
Club Dorothy McSparron, has just returned 
from a month’s cruise around Australia. Whilst 
away Dorothy celebrated her 89th Birthday and 
I for one missed her not celebrating with us on 
Open Day – for many many years we always 
had a Birthday Cake for Dorothy to cut after 
our “big” day. Never mind she has had a fantas-
tic trip and we will make it up to her for her 
90th next year. A belated “Happy Birthday” 
Dorothy, from all your friends at S A C. 

FIRST FUNCTION FOR 2009   

FLY- IN/DRIVE- IN BRUNCH    SUNDAY 1ST FEBRUARY  2009     10.00 A.M.  

This is a reminder about our first official function of the New Year. We will be inviting Aero 
Clubs in areas close to us and hopefully we will have some of our local residents come along to 
join in and enjoy the day with us. As usual there will be a small charge for the delicious food we 
serve. Please write this date in your new diary and come along to support us. 
 

10TH FEBRUARY 2009  WE CELEBRATE  30 YEARS SINCE OUR INAUGURAL GEN-

ERAL MEETING, WHICH WAS HELD ON 10TH FEBRUARY 1979 

Yes, it all happened 30 years ago, I well remember this was the day, my partner, the late Gordon 
Crampton, was elected President of the NSW Sport Aircraft Club and served for a period of 13 ½ 
years in this position. It is hard to believe just how fast the years have gone but I can assure every 
one the going was very tough for all of us as members of this wonderful club back in 1979 and for 
the following years. Our booklet we produced in 2004 spells out the history of our early days and I 
know our new members joining do receive a copy. Hopefully we will have the up-
dated version of our Booklet finished soon. 
We will not be holding a separate function for the 10th BUT will celebrate this 
milestone with a special BBQ Lunch to be held on our AGM day Sunday 8th 
March, 2009. More information  will be announced closer to the date. 
 

I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy and Happy 2009 
 

Cheers          Margaret Adams 
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Social / Work Day Activities 

Hello Everyone, 
 
As the last few weeks of 2008 go flashing by, I can’t 
help but wonder…. where the heck was I during 2008 
– could this year really have gone by so fast, seems 
like only yesterday we were preparing for Christmas of 
2007.  Oh well, time waits for no one. 
 
I will keep this as short and sweet possible; as I am 
sure you all have things you need to be doing leading 
up to Christmas and the New Year just a few short 
weeks away. 
 
Firstly, let me say a big Thank You to all who assisted 
with their time and, of course, effort throughout the 
year, not only on workdays but on other occasions 
also.  A number of members really did go way above 
and beyond the norm when it came to assisting with, 
not just special projects but, other sudden repair or re-
placement issues that popped up from time to time 
could only be described as requiring an “emergency’ 
type of reaction. For example, getting the power sys-
tem back up online after a sudden failure, putting in the 
new water transfer system and so on.  All these things 
needed pretty much immediate attention, and a number 
of members stepped up to ensure it happened, so again, 
Thanks to all who took part in those activities also. 
 
I should also point out that the Open Day was indeed 
also great success, and that success can only be attrib-
uted to the efforts by everyone who assisted on the lead 
up to this event and of course on the day itself.  As 
usual there were some standouts with this event also, 
but I think overall, it’s been absolutely great in terms 
of the overall participation for the majority of club 
members throughout the whole of 2008 
 
Social/Workday Credits:   

An updated list has been posted on the Website.  
Please check it to ensure you are happy with my ac-
count of what you have attended.  If there are any is-
sues, please let me know as soon as possible, my con-
tact details are on the website.  As I have said on many 
occasions before, the “credits” as shown on the list, are 
taken from the attendance sheets on the day, you need 
to ensure you sign on for each occasion you come out 
to participate on the day. If you don’t, I have no record 
of you ever being there – so please ensure you make 
that a priority each time you attend.  Alternatively, as 
you know, you can do work on other days to accrue the 
required credits.   Please remember though, unless spe-
cial circumstances exist and approved by the commit-
tee through the usual correspondence method (for re-
cords sake), credits are generally not transferable from 
one year to the next so you need to complete your 
“credit requirement” within in the applicable time pe-

riod.  Having said that, there is still some time remaining 
between now and the 31 Dec 08 to get those credits ac-
crued for anyone who needs to work a few off. 
 
On another note: 
I would like to say that although we (the committee) have 
been seen from time to time as perhaps being members of 
the “Fun Police” or, not always doing as what one or two 
individual members may desire on occasion for their own 
situations, that in general “your” committee has worked 
very hard this year for the overall improvement of ser-
vices and the facilities for everyone, and in doing so, have 
set down what could be termed “Major Milestones” in the 
history of this club.  They would be of course, 
1.  The sealing of the Runway and line marking, 
2.  Additional taxiways – hopefully finished before Christ-
mas, 
3.  Irrigation and Electrical systems upgrades and, 
4.  The ongoing lease negotiation with the DoL. 
Like any club or group, it’s not always easy to please eve-
ryone - all the time, but we are doing the best we can to 
please the group (or at least the majority) as a whole.  
There will be a number of new projects for 2009 all of 
which, I am sure, will raise a number of comments/
concerns etc from everyone.  I believe that all we, as club 
members, can ask, whether it be for the current committee 
or for future committees, is that everyone would bear in 
mind it’s the club’s advancement as a whole, not any one 
specific individual, that this or any other committee 
should strive to achieve for, and sometimes as individuals 
we need to step back and look at the big picture for every-
one, not just “our little world” within it. 
 
Ok, last but not least, I would just like to wish you all, 
from my family to yours, all the very best for Christmas 
and the New Year, and hope you have a safe and enjoy-
able festive season.  See you in 2009…Take care every-
one 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
to you all 
 

Matthew Gray 

Page 8 



 

SAC 08 12 

Well, the competition for the Club 
Championship has been keen over the 
last couple of events.  Nash Pilling was 
so keen to score well that he succeeded 
in getting a Navy officer to switch on his 
computer AFTER knock-off time on the 
Friday before the Nowra Airshow, in 
order to get a clearance number.  Great 
effort Nash, and a bonus point has been 
awarded for your trouble! 
 
Having just picked up the Gordon 
Crampton trophy to prepare it for en-
graving with this year’s winner, I no-

Almost without exception, the Open Day was con-
sidered to be a great success. It featured the offi-
cial opening of the newly sealed runway, helicop-
ter rides, model aircraft static and flying display, 
American sports car parade, a multiple parachute 
drop, a circuit by the Cessna Dragonfly and an 
aerobatics display. 
 
Static displays included many of your beautifully pre-
sented SAC aircraft, the Fly Market, the Nomad from the 
Bankstown Aviation Museum, fire trucks from the Wed-
derburn Rural Fire Service, a jumping castle for the kids, 
Harland’s Exotic Plant and Tasty Fruit Market, the Aus-
tralian Air league, the Macarthur Country Music Club 
Band, and various stalls. 
 

Food was made available by the Lions Club of Camden, 
Devonshire teas by our Social Committee and an Es-
presso Coffee van. 
 

Funds raised 

All together, $2,240 was raised for the charitable “Angel 
Fight” organisation. This was made up of $1,370 from 
the gates, the raffle raised $570, Greg and Anne Gould-
ing gathered $110, Camden Lions Club raised $100, Bob 
and Pat Peak contributed $30 from the Fly Market and 
there was a further $60 in other donations. 
 

Thanks 

Sincere thanks go to many of our club members who 
contributed their time and effort for the Open Day. This 
includes those who volunteered to set up the airfield be-
fore the event, and on the day to be on duty at the gate, 
car parking and aircraft marshalling duties, multiple 
other tasks, and those who put their loved aircraft on dis-
play. 
 

At the risk of omitting someone, there are some people 
who deserve to be named for their contribution. These 
include Greg and Anne Goulding for the Saturday eve-
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ning fund raising hangar 
party, Bob and Pat Peak 
for the Fly Market, Marga-
ret Adams and her crew 
for the stalls and Devon-
shire teas, Matthew 
Feneley for the jumping 
castle, Don Harvie as offi-

cial photographer, Concept Aviation for some raffle 
prizes, Frank Krassoi for the Bankstown Aviation Mu-
seum Nomad and stall, our caretakers Mike and Sue for 
the band, Simon Bates for arranging the helicopter rides, 
Peter Gibson for liaising with “Angel Flight”, Fred Teif-
fel, Frank Luke and John Lightbown for the runway 
opening ceremony, Dave Thomas for heading up the 
aircraft marshalling team, Glenda George for being on 
First Aid standby, and Robert Greig as our “garbo”. 
 

There are some who deserve special mention. These 
include Mark Pilling for the model aircraft display, 
Richard Thompson for the American sports car drive 
past, and Bernie Stevermuer for the parachutes. Greg 
Ackman contributed greatly. He donated some prizes for 
the raffle, helped in the Lions Club kitchen, he worked 
as a P.A. announcer and arranged for the Cessna Drag-
onfly to do a circuit. Richard Wiltshire gets top marks 
for his very professional and awesome aerobatics dis-
play. 
 
Finally and most importantly, recognition must be given 
to the members of your committee, ALL of whom took 
on the tough jobs, worked tirelessly and contributed 
greatly to the organisation and to the running of the 
event on the day. It should be said, however, that Mar-
garet Nightingale was the driving force behind the 
preparation and organisation phase for the preceding 
months, and to the running of the event. 
 

We hope you all enjoyed the day. One person was heard 
to say repeatedly: “How good was that?” 
 

David Rittie  

ticed that the only person ever to win it 
has had the name “Dave”.  I have de-
cided, as a consequence, to get a set of 
plates pre-engraved with this name to 
save work in the years to come.  (It 
looks likely that the “Dave” name will 
appear yet again, with Dave Rittie and 
Dave Thomas both scoring consistently 
throughout the year). 
 
In order to make sure that no-one 
misses out on points due them, I had 
better not publish the scores in case 
there are some last minute corrections 
required.  The best way that you will be 
able to easily see the final pointscore 

will be to attend the Christmas lunch at 
Wollongong.   And if you think that you 
were not noticed at a club championship 
event during the year (as advertised in 
the newsletter), email me to make sure 
that I have given you credit. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all at the 
Christmas do, and having some fun with 
remembering the events of the year.  
Points may be awarded for the best 
“decorated” crews flying in. 
 
Merry Christmas everyone 
 

Bret Cavanagh 

OPEN DAY   9th November 

Wings  Away  

Championship Pointscore 
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If you want to stage an event, or invite the Club to join you on a flying jaunt please talk to me. There are still vacant 

timeslots for 2008, but we really need some events for 2009.      Bret Cavanagh 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS.  Put ‘em in your diary 
December 7 (Sunday General Meeting 2pm, Clubhouse   [Contact: Margaret Nightingale] 
 

DON’T  MISS  OUT  .  .  .  .  NSW SAC  CHRISTMAS  PARTY and awards presentation gathering. 

December 14 (Sunday)    Albion Park Aviators Lounge, midday     [Contact: Robert Greig 0433 833 946 early] 
 

and for 2009: 

February 1 (Sunday) Fly-in/Drive-in Brunch 10.00am till 1pm  [Contact: Margaret Adams] 
February 22 (Sunday) Wings over Illawarra (See details below)  [Contact: Phil Ayrton 4267 4818] 

March 1 (Sunday) Frogs Hollow Clubhouse opening ceremony/party [Contact: Bob Phillips 6495 9251] 

March 8 (Sunday) BBQ Lunch to celebrate 30 years since the first GM [Contact: Margaret Adams] 
 

The Historical Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS) and SAAA Chapter 4 present a HARS Open Day and Fly-in. 
All HARS aircraft will be flying, as well as Temora Museum and Nowra Museum aircraft, the RAAF Roulettes and 
a C130 Hercules, as well as aeromodellers, classic and vintage cars, motorcycles and vintage farm machinery. Free 
admission and no landing charges for all fly-in aircraft. See www.aeroclub.com.au/events for more details. 
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and flies a Glasair. 
 
There is one other person, 
Tim Walmsley, who wishes 
to join at the moment, and 
he will be interviewed at the 
next social workday. 
 
If anyone has room in their 
hangar, some of these new 
members would like to rent 
some space. Some of them 
would also like to purchase their own hangar, so if you 
are thinking of selling, please let Margaret Nightingale 
or myself know. Remember, the exchange needs to be 
approved by the committee before any money changes 
hands. 
 
Some people believe the joining fee is too excessive, 
some think it’s not enough. It is very hard to please eve-
ryone, however, by the time the northern taxiways are 
sealed, I believe the initial joining fee represents good 
value if you intend to use the club for what it is, i.e. a 
flying club. The facilities we have in place are made 
possible by all of our members. It doesn’t matter if you 
can’t contribute much, every little bit helps and it’s the 
combined effort of everyone that makes the NSW Sport 
Aircraft Club something to be proud of. I for one would 
like to thank those who have contributed more than their 
fair share of blood, sweat, tears, time and hard earned 
money. 
 
Cheers and season’s greetings to all 
 

Bernie Stevermuer 

G’Day All 
 
I would like to apologise first of all for being a bit slack 
in the last newsletter, to those members who have re-
cently joined and to those who wish to join. I lead a very 
busy life at the moment with Sebastian taking up a lot of 
it, can you believe he will be one year old by the time 
you read this newsletter. 
 
Both Jeremy Williams and Michael Sladek will be com-
ing off their probation period shortly. 2 new members 
who have recently joined are John Cleary and Robin 
Chenery. If you see any of these unfamiliar faces around 
the airfield, introduce yourself and make them feel wel-
come. 
 
On the 2nd November, there were three prospective new 
members: 
 
 Robert Ian Coles (Social Member) has 3 refe-
rees. Frank Luke, Sarah Anderson and Cheryl Campbell. 
Rob likes flying with his father and brother in law and 
would like to contribute to the club. 
 
 Christopher Rawdon Kennedy (social) has 3 
referees. Damon Hartley, David Rennie and Adrian Rid-
dell. Chris is a local resident who started to learn to fly 
in the early ‘70s. He hasn’t got his licence yet but would 
like to become involved with the club with the intention 
of becoming a full member. 
 
 Rachel Deborah Lumb (Full Member) Pro-
posed by Paul McGuire and waiting for other referees. 
Rachel is a school teacher who has been flying for 20 
years, has a PPL and an RA-Aus licence. Rachel owns 

*    *    *    UPCOMING  FLYING  AND SOCIAL  EVENTS    *    *    * 
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CAMDEN  HIRE 

Caters for just about all equipment, construction, earthmoving 
and landscaping hire requirements. 

Big job or small, the staff at Camden Hire will help you pick 
the right tools for the job. 

Visit their website  -  www.camdenhire.com.au 

 

Page 11 Fisher’s Ghost Fly-past  and more Open Day Pictures 

Above: a small squadron of aircraft are pictured just prior to departure on the traditional Fisher’s Ghost 
fly-past, November 1st, on a very grey day. Below: Flying over Queen Street Campbelltown from the 
north aboard Bret’s Tomahawk, KAJ, as John Bennet and Veronica zip past in the RV on the way home. 

Below left: Dave Berry’s Saphire is nestled between Brian Pittman’s Rockwell Commander and Simon 
Bates’ Long EZ in its unusual parked posture. Maurie Evans’ Stinson can be seen in the background on the 

right. Below right: Ric Harper lands the Rebel and claims to be the first to use the western safety verge. 
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Page 12 Nowra  Airshow  26th October 

Left: Dick Smith con-
g r a t u l a t e s  P e t e r 
Hodgens on his pioneer-
ing accomplishments in 
amateur building and 
sport aviation on No-
vember 2nd, fifty years 
after the first flight in a 
Druine Turbulent. 

For all your aviation needs 
Including maps, headsets, 
GPS, radio, books & more 

Drop in and see Chris or George at Bankstown, or visit 
our website: www.conceptaviation.com.au 

Above left: Matthew Gray, John Lightbown, Margaret Nightingale, Leigh Cuneen, Nash Pilling, Peter 
Lightbown, Robert Seisun and Dave Thomas in front of Matthew’s Beagle Airedale, and Above Right: a 
beautifully restored Steerman. Below: RAAF C17, a multiple helicopter fly-past, The Roulettes’ PC9s in 

formation, and the extraordinary FA 18, all on display at the Nowra Air Show 

 


