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The N.S.W. Sport Aircraft Club 

Newsletter 

Visit our website:- www.wedderburnairstrip.com.au 
and see this whole Newsletter in full colour 

AUGUST  -  SEPTEMBER 2008 

Contact your Newsletter Editor at 

david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

 

YWBN CTAF 122.55MHz 

Area Frequency 124.55MHz 

Latitude  34  11.2S 

Longitude   150  48.3E 

 

ABN  57784 250667  ACN Y2094624 

Address PO Box 450 

  CAMPBELLTOWN    NSW    2560 

Phone  (Caretaker) 0425 380 964 

Above: The RV Fly-in Brunch at Wollongong attracted RVs from many destinations. Story is on Page 10. 
Below: The ‘good news’ story of the week is that Frank Krassoi has regained his medical fitness, and after 
an upcoming B.F.R. will be back in the air. Frank is pictured below, outside his new hangar at Wedder-

burn, preparing his ACROSPORT aircraft for his return to flying. Congratulations Frank. 
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Need some exotic plants, or want some peaches or other stone fruit?  You can choose 

from a wide selection near the airfield, just around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLAND’S  Fruit, Nursery and Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234  or  0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

David Rittie (President) 0407 890 791 david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

Margaret Nightingale (Secretary) 0425 380 966 fireweed@netspace.net.au 

Tara Stevermuer (Treasurer) 0425 380 967 stevermuer@uow.edu.au 

Bret Cavanagh  0407 344 795 bret@cavanagh.id.au 

John Duncan 0404 360 489 jodunca@gmail.com 

Matthew Gray 0411 505 521 weemelah@optusnet.com.au 

Nash Pilling 0418 208 085 npilling@bigpond.net.au 

Gordon Steer 9521 4241 steerpg@bigpond.com 

Committee  (group e-mail) - sac-committee@cavanagh.id.au 

Caretaker 0425 380 964 N/A 

Vic Laybutt 0414 734 540 vic.l@optusnet.com.au 
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Above: A variety of aircraft from Jaspers Brush, Wollongong, Newcastle and Hoxton Park graced the 
aircraft parking area during the Fly-in/Drive-in Brunch held on August 3rd. 

Below from left: The Skyfox Gazelle and a Trike from Jaspers Brush, and Brian Pittman’s impressive 
Rockwell Commander from Hoxton Park all flew in during the Fly-in/Drive-in Brunch. 
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Welcome to the August/September 
2008 edition of your Newsletter. 
 
Inside you will find reports on recent 
flying events to Nowra and to Wollon-
gong with lots of photos, along with all 
the usual contributions and articles 
written by your Committee members. 
Additionally, inside on Page 11 you 
will find a special story written by Ami 
Gale about his recent trip to Queen-
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sland and the Northern Territory. 
 
On Page 4 our Hon. Secretary, 
Margaret Nightingale, has out-
lined a motion about proxy votes 
that will be voted upon at the next 

Hi there. 
 
Things have been fairly quiet at the airfield over the 
colder months, but it’s good to see that not everyone 
has hibernated for the winter, and quite a few of you 
die-hard members have been out flying and generally 
socialising around the airfield. 
 
So, what’s been happening? 
 
Newsflashes 
The weekly Newsflash has kept most of you informed 
about Club matters, and so, many of those items will 
simply be repeated here. Once again, if you do not 
receive the Newsflashes by email and you wish to do 
so please let our webmaster, Don Harvie (or me) 
know so we can add your name to the list of inter-
ested members. Don can be contacted on: 
donharvie@yahoo.com.au   or  
webmaster@wedderburnairstrip.com.au 

 
Sealing of the Runway. 
As indicated in previous communications we have 
had to delay the sealing of the runway due to the cold 
weather. To be honest, we can seal the runway in 
winter, but it is even more expensive than normal to 
do so because of the additives that must be used in the 
colder temperatures, and it makes little sense to spend 
that extra money. We expect to nail down agreements 
with contractors in the next week or so, and we will 
let you all know when the sealing will be done and 
how long it will take so that you can arrange your 
aviation activities accordingly. 
 
James Forrest 
Many of you will be aware that our friend and mem-
ber, Jimmy Forrest passed away in June. Jim was a 
keen member, well liked, and contributed a good deal 
of his efforts and time towards helping members of 
our Club. Even when he was so sick he still attended 
workdays and gave 110%. 

 
Jim was always delighted 
to read about his fellow 
club members in the 
Newsletter that was per-
sonally delivered to him 
for the last two or so 
years. 
 
At the request of his fam-
ily, Jimmy’s ashes will 
be scattered around the airfield immediately after lunch on 
the next Social Workday on August 30. 
 
Open Day 

The date for the Open Day has been set for 9th November, 
which will fall into the Fisher’s Ghost Celebration time-
frame. John Duncan will be approaching many of you ask-
ing for assistance to make it all happen.. Please assist him 
if approached, as we will need all the help we can get to 
make the day a success.  
 
The Fisher’s Ghost flypast will be on a Saturday, either the 
1st or the 8th November. Once again we will keep you all 
informed so that everyone who wants to join in will have 
the opportunity. 
 
Hangar progress 

There has been some good and welcome progress with the 
building of hangars recently, especially in the northern pre-
cinct. Keep up the good work guys! 
 
Lease 

As reported previously, the application for a 40 year lease 
of the airfield was submitted to the Department of Lands in 
May. We have paid the money required for the application 
and we await further advice on progress. 
 

As I said, things have been quiet on most fronts. So, until 
next time, please fly safely 

David Rittie  

General Meeting scheduled for  Sep-
tember 14. 
 

Thanks to everyone who has contrib-
uted articles and pictures to this edition 
of your Newsletter, and especially to 
the tireless distribution team headed up 
by Margaret Adams and Dorothy 
McSparron. 
 

Enjoy 

David Rittie 

From  your  Editor 

Words from the President 

You can contact your Newsletter Editor at david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 
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Hi Everyone 
 
OK. Here we go with the Proxy thing 
again. Sorry but because the change of 
rule voted on at the December General 
Meeting last year was not received by 
the Dept of Fair Trading within one 
month of that meeting we are required 
to take another vote on the special reso-

lution. So here it is again! If you’ve 
already read this blurb please skip to 
the next bit. For those new members 
you may wish to acquaint yourself 
with the gist of the resolution which 
is basically that only original proxies 
will be accepted by the returning 
officer. 

From the Secretary’s Desk 

Notice of Motion for a Special Resolution for the General 

Meeting on Sunday, 14th September, 2008 at 2.00pm at the Clubhouse, Wedderburn.  
At the annual general meeting in 2007 there was some confusion as to the validity of emailed or faxed proxies. The 
words:(c) “only original proxies will be accepted” is intended just to clarify whether or not faxed and emailed prox-
ies are acceptable. They will not be accepted.  
 

The rule change is intended as clarification and the simplification of administration. As we have only volunteers in 
our club it makes sense to make their jobs easier if possible.  
 

MOTION: That the rules of the NSW Sport Aircraft Club Inc be changed to reflect the following 

changes shown in bold italics.”  
 

32 Voting  

(a) On any question arising at a general meeting of the association a member has one vote only. 
(b) All votes must be given personally or by proxy but no member may hold more than 5 proxies. 
(c) In the case of an equality of votes on a question at a general meeting, the chairperson of the meeting is entitled to 
exercise a second or casting vote. 
(d) A member or proxy is not entitled to vote at any general meeting of the association unless all money due and pay-
able by the member or proxy to the association has been received by the treasurer. 
 

33 Appointment of proxies  
(a) Each member is to be entitled to appoint another member as proxy by notice given to the secretary or the return-
ing officer before the time of the meeting in respect of which the proxy is appointed.  
(b) The notice appointing the proxy is to be in the form set out in Appendix 2 to these rules. 
(c) Only original proxies will be accepted. 
 

Moved by Margaret Nightingale and seconded by David Rittie. 

Hangar Compliance 

As we move towards sealing the runway the committee 
is mindful of the need to keep as much run-off water off 
the runway as possible. We are also taking steps to have 
the airfield looking neat and tidy for the enjoyment and 
safety of all members and their guests. To this end we 
have carried out a hangar compliance audit and would 
like hangar owners to take the necessary steps to rectify 
the items notified to them by letter by 30th October. The 
letters to each hangar owner will be arriving in the next 
few weeks. At the same time the Committee is working 
towards rectifying some of the drainage, storage and soil 
preservation issues to do with club property. We would 
urge you to assist us with this matter as quickly as you 
can if necessary. Thank you to all those hangar owners 
who have all their “ducks in a row” as far as completion, 
drainage and water, soil stabilisation, outside storage 
and storage of trailers are concerned. 

Northern Hangar Development Area 
You will no doubt have noticed some activity in the 
northern area with a few slabs being poured.. While it is 
still a work in progress there are some very enthusiastic 
hangar owners getting on with the development. It will 
be great when that area is complete with hangars, taxi-
ways, drainage and most of all aeroplanes! 
 

Hangar Space TO LET and WANTED 
If you have hangar space to let or you are looking for 
hangar space you can contact me on 0425 380 966 or by 
email at fireweed@netspace.net.au and I will be happy 
to put you in touch with each other. I’ve had a couple of 
successes lately keeping some new members happy with 
hangarage. 
 
Cheers 

Margaret Nightingale  

Page 4 

The updated form appears next page  (Page 5) 
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 N.S.W. SPORT AIRCRAFT CLUB INC. 
   P.O. BOX 450     CAMPBELLTOWN  NSW  2560 
 

FORM OF APPOINTMENT OF PROXY 
 

N.S.W. SPORT AIRCRAFT CLUB 
 

This proxy is valid for (tick one box only) 

General Meeting     Annual General Meeting          Both Meetings 
 

I....................................................……………..................................….... 
 
of ...................................................................................................…...…. 
  

Being a member of the N.S.W. Sport Aircraft Club inc. hereby appoint 
 

.........................................................................................................…..… 
 

of .......................................................................................................…… 
 

or failing him/her ..............................................................................…… 
  

of .......................................................................................……….......…. 
as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the (Annual/Special) General Meeting to be held on the 
____________day of ______________20______ and at any adjournment thereof.  My proxy is hereby 
authorised to vote * in favour of/against the following resolutions:- 
 

..........................................................................................……...........……..……………...…. 
 
..............................................................................................……....………………….…...…. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………..….…… 
Note: in the event of the member desiring to vote for/against any resolution he/she shall instruct his/her 
proxy accordingly. Unless so instructed the proxy may vote as he/she thinks fit. 
 
 

Signed................................................................ 
 

this .................….....day of...................................20..…. 
* Strike out which ever is not applicable 
 
 

The instrument appointing proxy shall be deposited with the Secretary before the time for holding the 
meeting or in the case of a poll before the time appointed for the taking of the poll, and in default the in-
strument of proxy shall be treated as invalid. 
 
 

Only originals will be accepted. 
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Hi everyone. 
 
First up, a few “Thank you’s” 

I want to take this opportunity to say THANK YOU 
to:- 
everyone that pays their invoices in a timely manner 
– you make my job so much easier; 
all those who pay by EFT and email me confirma-
tion of payments – this is very much appreciated 
and makes tracking payments easier; 
all those who pay by direct deposit into the club’s 
bank account and includes their name on the pay-
ment – this is also very much appreciated and also 
makes tracking payments easier. 
 
A little bit of house keeping 

As you would appreciate, there is a lot that needs to 
be done in this role, and there are a few really sim-
ple things that YOU can do to make my job just a 
little easier. Please keep these few things in mind 
next time you… 
…fill out the fuel book: 

please write clearly, this will minimise the chance 
of errors in transcription on your invoice 
ensure that the cardboard divider is in place so that 
only one copy of your purchase is recorded 
…send a cheque with a copy of your invoice/

statement: 

please do not staple the cheque to the paperwork, 
this will save me from having to remove the staples 
in order to bank your cheque (if necessary, use a 
small amount of sticky tape or a paper 
clip instead) 
…send a cheque without a copy of 

your invoice/statement: 

please write invoice no(s) on the back, 
this will ensure that the money you 
send will be put against the correct 
invoice 
…And a question: has anyone seen the 
fuel price sign? 

 
Reminder — you can purchase your 

OIL at the airfield 

If you would like oil please see the 
caretaker, Mike McCormick. If you 

can think of a better way 
to make oil available 
please let me know. The 
following types of oils 
are available, all 1 US 
quart (946 ml) in size: 
0100 (straight 100/
redband), W100, W100 
plus, and 15W50. Please 
let me know if you regu-
larly use another type of 
oil you would like the 

club to supply. Oil purchases are invoiced in the same man-
ner as fuel purchases. 
 

Would you be interested in buying diesel from Wedder-

burn? 

The committee is currently looking into having diesel deliv-
ered to the airfield as the club uses a fair amount to run its 
generators and machinery. We are wondering, are there any 
club members that would be interested in purchasing diesel 
for their generators through the club. If you are, please let 
me know. 
 
Clubhouse mailbox 

The club has an internal mailbox. Currently it is located 
next to the biscuits, but after the next social/work day it will 
be located under the propeller. We encourage members to 
take advantage of this when on the airfield. You can use the 
mailbox to drop cheques to me. You can also use it to drop 
letters/paperwork to the committee (save you trying to find 

the committee member you are after or pay postage). 
You can also use this to drop your contributions and 
photos for future newsletters!! 
 
As always, don’t hesitate to contact me if you believe 
any statement you have received is in error. Also, if 
you have an email address and would like to be in-
cluded in club email notifications, please drop me a 
quick email and we’ll add you to the SAC email list. I 
look forward to seeing you all at upcoming club func-
tions… 
 
Blue skies 

Tara Stevermuer 

Page 6 Treasurer’s Report 
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Social / Work Day Activities 

Hello everyone, 
 
Well, World Youth Day is 
over Thank God, (pardon the 
pun) and my life might get 
back to being a little more nor-
mal for a change, I have been 
very busy in the lead-up to 
WYD 08 with getting a sub-
stantial amount of  that public 
transport sorted out and as 
such, my available time to 
commit to committee and general club issues (and of 
course, flying) has been somewhat limited, but now I 
am back up on deck and ready to get back into it. 
 
The next Social/Workday with of course  Free Lunch, 
is Saturday, August 30. As usual sign time is 9am at 
the Clubhouse. Don't forget to bring some spare cash, 
as the raffle will be on with some good prizes up for 
grabs. Additionally, sometime in the early afternoon 
the ashes of former member, Jimmy Forrest, will be 
scattered over and around the airfield as part of a sim-
ple ceremony. 
 
OK down to business......With winter now half way 
gone, we should soon see the beginning of warmer 
weather heading our way.  With this in mind, the next 
two Social/Workdays will essentially have an over-
whelming theme of clearing/cleaning up the overgrown 
areas in preparation for he hotter months ahead, espe-
cially over summer as this year is down for yet another 
scorcher.  There will of course be the usual jobs like 
Pot Hole Patrol, and a few other last minute ones 
thrown in but I really think we need to focus on fire 

Hi. If you want to stage an event, or invite the Club to join you on a flying jaunt please talk to me to ensure it doesn’t 
clash with some other important event, and also to arrange some suitable publicity in the Newsletter and the Thurs-

day “Newsflash”. There are still vacant timeslots for 2008, and we need some events for 2009.       Bret Cavanagh 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS.  Put ‘em in your diary 
August 30 (Saturday) Social Workday (free lunch)   [Contact: Margaret Adams, Matthew Gray] 
Aug 31 (Sunday) Tumut Valley Fly-in and BBQ in the big hangar [Contact: David Rittie] 
Sept 14 (Sunday) General Meeting    [Contact: Margaret Nightingale] 
Sept 27 (Saturday) Airfield Lease’s 30th Birthday Party  [Contact: Margaret Adams] 
Sept 28 (Sunday) SAAA’s Breakfast BBQ at Hoxton Park  [Contact: Rick Harper 0416 041 007] 
October 4 (Saturday) (Tentative date) Luskintyre Fly-in  [Contact Doug Montague 9153 6955] 
October 19 (Sunday) Sydney Basin Bash and SAAA’s very last BBQ [Contact: David Rittie] 
October 25 &26  Australian Defence Force Air Show, Nowra [Contact: Margaret Nightingale] 
November 2 (Sunday) October’s Social Workday (free lunch)  [Contact: Margaret Adams, Matthew Gray] 
November (1st or 8th) Fisher’s Ghost Fly-past    [Contact: John Duncan] 
November 9 (Sunday) ANNUAL OPEN DAY  (please assist if asked) [Contact: John Duncan] 
 

AND  DON’T  MISS  OUT  .  .  .  .  NSW SAC  CHRISTMAS  PARTY and awards presentation gathering. 

December 14 (Sunday)    Albion Park Aviators Lounge, midday     [Contact: Robert Greig 0433 833 946 early] 

*    *    *    UPCOMING  FLYING  AND SOCIAL  EVENTS    *    *    * 

hazard reduction around our hangar 
areas both in the North and South 
precincts.  So, please bring along as 
many gardening tools as you can, and 
don't forget the protective clothing.  
As usual, anyone who has a box 
trailer or ute they can bring to assist 
with the transfer of this stuff to the 
standard dumping ground will be 
duly rewarded – I don't now how  –  
but hey, bring them along anyway,  
I'm sure we can think of something. 

 
After this Social/Workday, I will update the attendance 
list that is currently on the club Website, as this will be 
number 4 for 2008, with the last one, No 5, being Sunday 
2 November (depending on the flying events calendar).  
Don't forget, if you are running short of credits for 2008 
and don't think you can make any or all of the remaining 
designated days, I can organise for you to do something 
outside of these days so your participation in some form 
or another can be credited. 
 
Lastly, there is a possibility I may be away myself for 
No.5. I will advertise the position now, just in case anyone 
is interested in taking the reins for this one.  Any assis-
tance with coordinating the Social/Workday for that 
weekend would be very much appreciated. 
 
In the mean time, I look forward to seeing you all Satur-
day August 30. 
 
Kind Regards 

Matthew Gray 
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Hi Everyone, 
 

Here we are experiencing our real winter, and 
have said goodbye to the fantastic weeks of 
most beautiful weather we have all enjoyed. 
 

Our wonderful member Inez Luke has been on 
the sick list since May, firstly with chronic back 
pain then, to top this off, Inez decided to fall 
over a concrete barrier at a shopping centre, 
which caused a fractured pelvis. Hospitalisation 
was the only option and after all these weeks 
receiving TLC from Doctors, Nurses, Physios, 
Family and Friends, Inez is now home but still 
has a long way to go with rehabilitation. Inez, 
no more bungy jumping allowed. Inez, your 
friends at SAC wish you a very speedy recov-
ery and we look forward to seeing you back at 
Wedderburn soon. 
 

Our WORK DAY held on Sunday 29th June 
with a “free Lunch” was very well attended by 
our members. I’m sure Matthew was pleased 
with the roll up of workers to carry out so many 
tasks that needed to be done, and of course I 
was delighted we had over 60 members stay on 
for the excellent spread we supplied. I must 
apologise to our many members who expected 
to be partaking of the delicious Vegetable Soup 
the Ladies normally prepare for the first work 
day of winter, sorry but due to our chefs being 
busy with other commitments, soup was off the 
menu. The Menu we decided on for the 29th 
was prepared by Townsends Catering Services 
(who we have used many times over the years) 
and with a spread of Chicken, selection of cold 
Meats, variety of mixed Salads, Beetroot, Pine-
apple, Bread Buns, followed by a selection of 
delicious cakes, all who enjoyed this spread 
commented on how good it was. A special 
“Thanks” to Nance Mobbs who generously sent 
along, with Ray, a wonderful selection of 
cakes, scones, quiches, pies (big and small) 
from her Bakery, to add to our supply. It was 
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very much appreciated 
Nance. We certainly en-
joyed every mouthful. 
 

Luck was with me on 
the Work Day as many 
of our newer ladies to 
our Club came along to 

help prepare and serve the luncheon and we 
must mention also we had two of our Junior 
staff helping us. Lilli Harvie and Abby Gray 
were so good in all they did to help us. Thanks 
girls. 
 

To Dot, with new associate members, Veronica, 
Merle and Lorraine I thank you for your won-
derful assistance. It was good to see Wendi 
(Dave Berry’s partner) again, and along with 
Wendi to lend a hand were Dave’s two lovely 
daughters, Claire and Leanne. They were a de-
light and most willing assistants. A big wel-
come to Jackie (Nick Vass’s partner) who ar-
rived to assist us and we were thrilled to have 
her join our team.  My “thanks” to all of you 
for a job well done. 
 

It is so good to see a new team of Ladies work 
so well together and I know our Ladies of the 
Social Committee will give of their time to en-
sure our SOCIAL interaction with all members 
continues. Remember, all Clubs need the La-
dies to support them. 
 

Our Raffle held on Work Day, with a 1st Prize 
of a $50 Caltex Star Card Fuel Voucher was 
won by our member Geoff May, and the 2nd 
Prize of a $20 Fuel Voucher was won by our 
wonderful Dot McSparron. Congratulations to 
Geoff and Dot on their win. 
 

Thanks go to Veronica, who organised the Raf-
fle and managed to sell so many tickets to our 
members. Remember all your contributions to 
our Raffles are to purchase a super new BBQ 
for the Club, and we appreciate your support. 

WORK DAY SATURDAY  30TH  AUGUST, 2008 – with FREE LUNCH 
Yes, another Work Day to be held on a SATURDAY is not far away so please remember to place 
this date into your diary. On arrival, when you go into the Clubhouse and you place your name on 
the list of the selected job you have decided to tackle PLEASE add your name onto the Luncheon 
List – this does help the Ladies with catering numbers. 

Bird  Talk 
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This Work Day we will be serving our delicious Vegetable Soup with Buns followed 
by a selection of mixed Sandwiches, then the trays of tempting cakes will be handed 
out. It will be a substantial menu for all of our workers so please come and join us on Saturday 
30th . We will be holding a Raffle on the Work Day so please bring your money with you. 

 

A SPECIAL EVENT  -  CHANGE  OF  DATE  TO  SATURDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 

Due to SAAA holding their get together at Cowra on the Weekend of the 20th and 21st 

of September we now will celebrate our special event one week later.  
An invitation is extended to all members, past and present, to join us at a special afternoon tea on 
Saturday 27th September, 2008 at 2.30 p.m. in our Clubhouse to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of 
the signing of Special Lease 1977/1 on 20th September, 1978. 
For the benefit of our newer Members, who may not know the history of how we acquired our Air-
field, I am reprinting the following article written by Ron Lalor, who was one of the signatories on 
the Lease. 
 

“We first heard of Wedderburn as a possible site when David Archer, a scout master, suggested it 

as a possibility at the U.L.A.A.N.S.W. meeting in October l975. There followed almost three years 

of inspections, applications, negotiations etc. with Government Departments including Lands 

Board, Water Board, Forestry, Mines, Campbelltown and Wollondilly Councils, Macarthur Devel-

opment Board, Environmentalists etc. until the actual signing of Special Lease 1977/1, Picton on 

20/9/1978. This may never have come about were it not for the endeavours of two people in par-

ticular, Tom Lewis, Premier of N.S.W. at the time, himself a pilot and aircraft owner and Arthur 

Napper, after whom our Airfield is named. Tom Lewis, patron of N.S.W. Division of U.L.A.A. 

agreed to help our cause and took Arthur Napper along to the N.S.W. Lands Board (Tom was Min-

ister for Lands prior to becoming Premier) and introduced Arthur to the senior officers of the 

Board and as they say, the rest is history.  Without Tom Lewis’ help we might still be negotiating.” 

Ron Lalor 
 

Unfortunately, our Patron Tom Lewis will not be well enough to attend our 30th Anniversary. 
A reminder about our special afternoon gathering on the 27th September will be on the website. I 
hope you all remember this important date. 

 

FLY – IN TO LUSKINTYRE 
On speaking with Jacquie and Doug Montague we thought another Fly-In (or Drive-In) to Luskin-
tyre would be a great idea. Doug has spoken to Jamie Campbell recently and Yes! The one day vis-
its are still happening at Luskintyre and they are held on the first Saturday of every month. How 
about Saturday 4th October for a group of our Wedderburn members to fly up to Luskintyre and 
enjoy a BBQ Lunch (prepared by Jamie for a small fee)? Please let us know if you are interested so 
we can decide on the date. Contact Jacquie or Doug on 9153 6955 or yours truly on 9567 6522 

 

OPEN  DAY      OPEN DAY        OPEN DAY 

SUNDAY 9TH NOVEMBER, 2008 . . . . 10.00  A.M. TO 4.00  P.M. 
Yes, we are only a few months away from our “BIG” day. Our Open Day co-ordinator, John Dun-
can, is busy organising this day and he will be calling on the members to help him, so please put up 
your hand to assist. John has asked me to once again invite the Lions Club of Camden to carry out 
the main catering needs on our day and with a few phone calls to be made, hopefully they will be 
able to oblige.  The Ladies will have their stalls set up with goodies and of course will be selling 
the always popular Devonshire Teas to our many members and visitors. More information about 
Open Day will be on our website and in the October/November Newsletter. 
 

Cheers               Margaret Adams 
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Our Club was privileged to be in-
vited to fly into the Nowra Naval Air 
Base for an Open Day. It’s a rare 
occurrence these days to be invited 
onto a military base. 
 
There was a good roll-up of Wedder-
burn aircraft, and during the arrival 
of so many of our club aircraft we 
could hear the radio calls of many 
other visiting aircraft, many of whom 
were broadcasting their clearance 
number as part of their calls. 
 
After landing we were all herded into 
the south east corner of the airfield 
and parked close together so that the 
general public could view our air-
craft up “close and personal”. 
 
Apart from seeing so many of our 
club members present it was good to 
bump into former Club President,  
Bob Philips, and wife, Maria, who 
drove to the event from the South 
coast (Merimbula I think). Bob will 

Fleet  Air  Arm  Open  Day  at  Nowra  Naval  Base   25/5/08 

arrange a fly-in for us to Frog’s 
Hollow soon. (Don’t forget Bob! 
We have heard that Frog’s may be 
sold soon, so please invite us before 
it closes.) 
 
Some of us were fortunate enough 
to be given a guided tour of the mu-
seum, which has experienced many 
changes since we visited there only 
two years ago. The tour was kindly 
given by an old QANTAS work 
mate, Allistair Ogg, (“Oggy”) who 
normally gives his free time to the 
museum, and therefore is up to date 
with all the latest developments and 
inside information about happenings 
within the museum. Thanks for the 
tour Oggy. It was very informative. 
 
During the course of the day there 
were model aircraft displays and 
static displays of military aircraft 
and helicopters which are normally 
based at Nowra. 
 

17 SAC members and 10 Wedder-
burn aircraft attended this event. 
They were: Alan Aaron, Greg Ack-
man, David Bloomfield, Bret 
Cavanagh, Leigh Cuneen, Mikailo 
Eric, Matthew Gray, Frank Krassoi, 
Milivoj Kresovic, Peter Lightbown, 
Bruce and Wendy Nash, Bob and 
Maria Philips, Phil and Pam Power, 
Sam Randazzo, David Rittie, Robert 
Seisun, Dave Thomas and Jan Zytka 
 
We are all looking forward to the 
Australian Defence Force Air Show 
to be held at this facility on 25th and 
26th of October. Can’t wait. Unfor-
tunately we will have to drive down 
to this event as the airport will be 
closed for our type of aircraft Hope 
to see you all there. 

David Rittie 

 

Pictures from this event appear 

on Page 14 

Ed 

in June next year, and I'll remember to 
book a sunny day next time. 

Phil Ayrton  
 

9 Wedderburn aircraft and 16 SAC 
members attended this event. The 
members included: Phil Ayrton, An-
thony Baldry, Peter Bowman, John 
Duncan, Robert Greig, Don Harvie 
and Lilli, Jeff May, Doug and Jacque-
line Montague, Bruce and Wendy 
Nash, Margaret Nightingale, Phil and 
Pam Power, David Rittie and Dave 
Thomas. 
 
Thanks to Phil Ayrton for inviting us 

to the event and for providing the 

story. 

     Ed 

was taken in front of a very impres-
sive row of parked RV's, then the 
builders and prospective builders 
crawled over the aircraft and much 
discussion on panel layouts etc en-
sued, followed by guided tours 
through the HARS workshops, mu-
seum and main hangar including 
access inside many of their airwor-
thy aircraft. 
 
Thanks to everyone from the SAC 
who attended and made the event 
such a success. Thanks also to the 
SAAA Chapter 4 members who 
provided parking assistance for arri-
vals. 
 
We had hoped to get one of every 
type flying in Australia, but were 
foiled by the weather, so the Tumut 
guys can take up that challenge for 
their RV Fly-in in October. 
 
We'll do it again on the first Sunday 

The first winter RV Fly-in Brunch at 
Wollongong was a great success, 
despite the weather being less than 
co-operative. 
 
We had 17 aircraft attend, with the 
following types represented: RV-4, 
RV-6, RV-6A, RV-7, RV-7A, and 
RV-10, as well as a Lancair, a Gla-
sair, a Tomahawk, a Jabiru and an 
Aeronca. 
 
Andy Ziems came from Albury 
(RV-6) and Ken Muston came from 
Shepparton (RV-6A), who gets the 
award for longest flight. There were 
40 people including pilots, passen-
gers, builders and prospective build-
ers in attendance. 
 
We had intended to use the outdoor 
area at the Aviator's Lounge, but 
stayed inside instead. The food and 
coffee at the Aviator's Lounge was 
very good as usual. A group photo 

Phil Ayrton reports on the RV Fly-in Brunch, held at 

Wollongong on June 1st 

Wings  Away  
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Ami Gale reports on his trip to Queensland and the Northern Territory 

“Flying High on the Isobars” 

Three decades ago when I migrated 
to the land of Oz, it didn’t take me 
long to realise that with wheels one 
cannot explore this vast continent, 
the only option was to harness my-
self into a pair of wings. Accom-
plishing this goal together with a 
family, home and building a business 
was not an easy task, but somehow, 
years later, with hope, luck and lots 
of sweat and hard labour it did hap-
pen. 
 
My path to pilot-dom has never been 
free of blips and traumas. Further-
more, if you listed the qualities a 
good pilot should have, you would 
find that I lack most of them. In fact 
I would be disqualified on all but 
one: I think I can keep relatively cool 
when the going gets hot…but that’s 
another story. 
 
The lure of being up in an airplane 
that I control was only to be later 
enhanced in magnitude by the fact  
that I was flying one that I had built 
myself. It started with home made 
kites and not with gliders (like some 
lucky kids that I know) and then one 
day in '95 I purchased a real kit-
plane and started building. Some six 
years later on my 50th birthday, I 
earned the privilege of owning a pair 
of 90 knots wings, but this was too 
slow for the task I had in mind! Then 
I talked myself into building the sec-
ond flying machine, this time around 
it turned out to be not only slim and 
a real beaut beast, but also an im-
pressive performer, a true 180 knot 
bird that takes two up with 22kg of 
luggage for just 28 LPH. I call it “my 
obsession”; others know it as RV-4 
VH-LPP. 
 
It had already hauled us to Perth to 
watch the “Red Bull" races in 2006, 
a number of not-so-long distances to 
Victoria, Queensland and South Aus-
tralia during 2007. This time around 
we decided to explore far north 
QLD, the NT and SA, then the real 

outback of NSW on the return trip. 
 
Looking at the dominant high pres-
sure systems in the days prior to 
departure made the choice easy: go 
with the flow, i.e. ride the isobars 
for economy as well as longer dis-
tances, and of course…..speed.! 
 
I will not forget the comment of 
Brisbane controller to a King Air 
driver; “not sure what it is at your 1 
o’clock, it seems like a rocket with a 
turbo”….We were only doing 
200kts ground speed at the time! 
 
And so on Friday 13th my wife Ella 
and I left home to share the night in 
the hangar with the “Beast” at Wed-
derburn airstrip for an early morn-
ing departure. 
 
A windy morning loaded with dark 
low clouds, I elected to head north 
coastal via the beautiful scenic 
route, Victor 1, and “taste the water’ 
before committing to height. Not so 
our companion and good mate Greg 
Ackman. He elected to climb to 
7500 feet over Richmond from his 
home base at Camden, then to rejoin 
on course for the first overnight stop 
at Kooralbyn, a tiny inland town 
abeam the Gold Coast, after refuel-
ling at Lismore. Earlier, Greg and 
daughter, Danielle, had loaded VH-
AVD, a Grumman Tiger, with all 
needed equipment including a lap-
top computer for weather forecasts 
and lodging flight plans, swags for 
the men and a 5 star tent for the 
girls (Ella was not very thrilled 
about that prospect and elected to 

say nothing at the time…) We spent 
two nights at Greg’s peaceful holi-
day house, made some last minute 
adjustments to the “beast” (noisy 
brakes) and took off Monday morn-
ing, overflying Rockhampton to-
wards our next stop at McKay. Re-
fuelling and meeting my friend 
Emile Khoury and jumping back on 
the isobars for a short hop to Airlie 

Beach in the Whitsundays via the 
breath-taking scenic over water 
route. 
 
The landing at Airlie Beach was 
something out of the ordinary, (most 
of my landings are!!!) the big 
“hump” midfield of the runway was 
being shaved away by heavy ma-
chinery while we were landing only 
a few meters away…. 
 
We were briefed earlier by the air-
field operators about the earthworks, 
even so, I was not ready for such a 
narrow dog leg runway, just as well 
I have become accustomed to Wed-
derburn deck flying; it paid back…. 
 
Two days of relaxation then a short 
flight to Hamilton Island for some 
more high and fast sightseeing tours. 
Refuelling and another ride on the 
isobars to Cairns, this was over solid 
clouds 8000 feet high. Half way, at 
9500 feet and 60 miles to run, a tiny 
vibration caught my attention. I 
swiftly scanned the engine monitor, 
Cylinder # 2 CHT was higher and 
#3 was lower than usual, something 
was happening….I elected to de-
scend below cloud ASAP but did 
not wish to alert my passenger wife, 
nor did I want to stress the local 
calm controller …..(Bad idea!)  
Found the long awaited hole and 
zoomed down to 6000, 5000, 4000 
and all the way to 1500 feet only to 
find hostile hills surrounded by dark 
threatening clouds with violent tur-
bulence and strong winds. Pressing 
on while looking for an alternate 
field “just in case….” kept me very 
busy, eventually communication 
was re-established and a “follow the 
Brasília on final runway 15 at 
Cairns International" was gladly 
headed. 
 
Local aircraft engineer, Murray Ire-
land, was very helpful and sympa-
thetic and soon the reason for the 
vibration was found; a completely 

Wings  Away (continued) 
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dead spark plug on Cylinder #3, 
somewhat hard to comprehend that 
only one spark plug out of eight can 
make such a vibration. 
 

All spark plugs replaced, oil and oil 
filter changed and inspected and the 
“beast” was ready for more. 
 

We enjoyed three nights at Cairns 
and the Kuranda Mountain with the 
rain forest cable car ride as well as 
the vintage train, an amazing railway 
project, hand digging 15 tunnels 
through rocks in the early days, 
many years ago. 
 

Crocs land 

On the 7th day we dialled Normanton 
on the GPS and the Cairns controller 
told us to “follow the Cessna on your 
12 o’clock“. This was somewhat 
hard to do and when the good fellow 
at the radar noticed, he cleared me to 
‘own separation followed by 
amended height to 7500 feet' which 
swiftly placed us on another ride on 
the now very familiar isobar… again 
around the 200 knots ground speed 
and soon the marshes of the Gulf of 
Capricorn were fully exposed to the 
right of track. Unbelievable artworks 
of waterways curves and twists as far 
as the eye could see. 
 

The subsequent 15knot cross wind 
landing at Normanton for a bladder 
as well as refuelling stop went really 
well followed by another at Bor-
roloola. (Pronounced borrow a role)  
This was supposed to be an over-
night stop, but for some reason the 
place was too remote for the pair of 
us (Eastern suburbia kids...) and the 
decision to press on was easy… 
 

Few more hours of flying/bouncing 

and on the third landing we found 
“Mataranka Resort”; yes it was very 
confusing from the air to pin-point 
the “resort” as the first airstrip east 
of Mataranka looked like the one, 
with a wide, level and well main-
tained airstrip but the friendly own-
ers directed us to the one “in town” 
just 7 miles to the west which hap-
pened to be the wrong one 
again….well, this time AVD was 
waiting for LPP for a change. 
 

We spent two relaxing days with 
live bush entertainment at night and 
bathing in the natural spring pool 
during the long warm days. This 
was the highlight of the trip so far, 
thermal spring water at 32 degrees 
was hard to part with! The local 
Crocs were lurking downstream, 
“just in case” some unwary silly 
human came within range… Greg 
pointed out the croc trail near the 
toilet block early one morning, not 
realising that it also circled his 
swag…I think that Croc was put off 
by the loud noises Greg makes 
when asleep…We had to take to the 
sky again  for the short flight to Tin-
dal/Katherine. 
 

Gorgeous Gorge 
The Katherine Gorge was another 
interesting site, filled with aborigi-
nal history and art. Rock painting on 
the hanging rocks above. Katherine 
River is an amazing waterway sur-
rounded by rich rusty-red rock; it 
often floods in the wet season and 
breaks the river banks causing dis-
ruptions. It is a very special destina-
tion indeed. 
 

We took a guided boat tour with a 
native “feller” who gave us an in-
sight to the local culture and the 
“Dreamtime”. 

Tennant Creek 

Day 10, refuelled at Tindal and 
heading to Ayers Rock via a lunch/
and refuelling break at Tennant 
Creek. This leg was mostly over the 
Stewart Highway - the black com-
pass. An occasional truck or tour 
bus sailing below, what a boring 
way to travel! Good option if the 
engine decides to quit!!… 
 

Very strong cross winds for the 
landing at Tennant Creek then 81 
litres into the tank with a short walk 
to town for lunch. Very sad and ne-
glected place, just like in Africa, 
people get trapped in an ever chang-
ing world, difficult to blame anyone. 
 

The Rock 

This was magic, and very unique. I 
must go there again one day with 
lots of free time and start painting 
again. There are no words or cam-
eras that can describe the ever 
changing colours of this very special 
rock. The sunset was extraordinarily 
beautiful. I promise to try and de-
scribe it on a canvass or a sheet of 
paper. But you have to be very pa-
tient… 
 

The trip back home was a non-
event; an overnight stop in Broken 
Hill, a refuelling break at Temora 
and another memorable adventure 
completed successfully. 
 

A total of 28 flying hours, 784 litres 
of avgas costing at some places 
$2.50 a litre! 
 

Aviating and retirement don’t really 
mix well do they? 
 

Thanks for the story Ami. Pictures 

of the trip appear on Page 13.      Ed 

Wings  Away (cont.) Page 12 

What happened to Cherokee VH-CHH? 
For those members who might wonder at the absence of Cherokee Charlie Hotel Hotel from WBN this year, be ad-
vised that it now resides at RAAF Richmond Airbase, from whence it came in 1988. It now belongs to the Rich-
mond RAAF Flying Club, and its purchase was arranged by the very same RAAF engineer from Richmond who 
sold it to Ron and Pat Lalor, twenty years ago. Ron Lalor, SAC membership Number 1, first left the ground around 
1939 in a single seat primary glider at Pyes Estate {Schofield}, and while still holding his current medical and BFR, 
retired from flying in December 2007. He will be vacating his hangar in the next few months, and the remaining 
contents, including the original Gardan Minicab GY-201 VH-DCU, winner of the first air race for amateur built air-
craft at Bathurst in 1968, caravan, generator, furniture, airscrew, National Geographic magazines from 1963 to 2000 
odd etc, will be available for disposal. 
Should any member be interested, an inspection is available by telephoning Ron or Pat Lalor on 9607 7265 
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CAMDEN  HIRE 

Caters for just about all equipment, construction, earthmoving 
and landscaping hire requirements. 

Big job or small, the staff at Camden Hire will help you pick 
the right tools for the job. 

Visit their website  -  www.camdenhire.com.au 

 

Page 13 Flying  High  on  the  Isobars       (Story appears on Page 11) 

Above: Ami Gale, Ella, and the “Beast”, RV4. Greg with Daughter, Danielle, and the Grumman Tiger. 
Below: Flying over the Olgas (Katajuta) with Ayre’s Rock (Uluru) in the distance, and Katherine Gorge. 

Below Left: two pictures of Sebastian Stevermuer, son of Tara and Bernie. “Too cute for words”. 
Below Right: Peter Hodgens prepares to put his passengers on board for another Angel Flight. 

AIRBORNE AVIATION  
is Australia’s first Cessna Pilot Centre 

• We offer professional pilot training, aircraft hire, joy flights, charter flights, and more. 

• We hope you will find all the information you require on our website: 

www.airborne-aviation.com.au/ 
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Page 14 Open  Day  at  Nowra  Naval  Air  Base 

Above from left: Our tour guide, Oggy (old Qantas workmate), Dave Thomas, Frank Krassoi, Peter Light-
bown, Robert Seisun and Bret Cavanagh with guest, Shane Hill, all enjoying the Nowra Aviation Museum. 

Below: Bruce Nash’s RV4 with Alan Aaron’s Avid, children inspecting the “toy” Jabiru, Bret Cavanagh’s 
Tomahawk, Jan Zytka’s Storm, Sam Randazzo’s Lancair IV, and our past Club President, Bob Philips. 


