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Bernie and Tara Stevermuer with their amazing Helio Courier 

Pictured at left, John Dall prepares his newly built Pitts “Model 12” for an engine run, with Barry 
Davis (seated) supervising.  Pictured at right, YES!  It runs  -  Yippee! 



Words from the President 

From your Editor 
Welcome to the August/September 
edition of your Newsletter. 
 
This issue is full of the usual contri-
butions from our regular writers, and 
with a few additional articles and lots 
of colour photos for you to enjoy. 
 
One of the main highlights since the 
last issue of your Newsletter was the 
Mascot Tarmac Tour. Cameras 
weren’t allowed on the airport for 
security reasons so there are no pho-
tographic souvenirs of this trip. How-
ever, you can read about it on Page 
10. If you didn’t attend this outing 

In my last President’s column, I 
summarized for you the considera-
tions with which the Committee was 
grappling to decide the location for 
a new fuel bowser.  Well, we still 
don’t have a decision.  In fact, 
reaching a consensus among the 
nine Committee members has 
proved highly contentious.  Five 
potential locations have been dis-
cussed, those being;  
1. near its present location, but 
about 10 metres east to increase 
clearance from the runway; 
2. in the aircraft parking area to the 
east of the windsock; 
3. adjacent to Hangar Rows K-L at 
the southern threshold; 
4. in the cleared area south of new 
Hangar Row O, (between it and the 
cleared area for a possible cross run-
way); 
and on one of the projected hangar 
sites in the new northern hangar de-
velopment area. 
 
Preliminary evaluation soon nar-
rowed these options down to just the 
first two.  Placement east of the 
windsock provides the most open 
space and allows the greatest clear-
ance from the existing runway and a 
projected future runway.  Compared 

to be taken into account are  
1. to implement the safest 

possible location within the bounds 
of practicality and expense and  

2. to minimize the negative 
impact of the installation on particu-
lar members.  Where an adverse 
impact for part of our membership 
cannot be avoided, the Committee 
must justify this in terms of a clear 
benefit for the majority of members 
that cannot otherwise be achieved. 
 
If you would like to have your say 
on the location of the bowser, 
please contact one of the Commit-
tee members. Otherwise folks, wish 
us luck while we wrestle this thorny 
issue!! 

to the alternative, it requires 
more expenditure to construct 
sealed taxiway access and to 
provide all weather access for 
the fuel truck.  Our fuel con-
tractor recommends this as the 
most suitable site.  Opponents 
of this site argue its cost for 
taxiways is unjustified and it 
will deplete aircraft parking 
that we need on the Open Day. 
 
A site about 10 metres east of 
the existing fuel bowser is more 
cramped, but it would not require 
construction of additional sealed 
taxiways.  (The existing site contra-
venes all recommended minimum 
clearances from runways and road-
ways.)  It will require excavation of 
a level refueling area and the con-
struction of an embankment on its 
eastern side.  To obtain a dangerous 
goods license for the bowser in this 
location will require the closure of 
the vehicle track from the clubhouse 
to the southern hangar area.  (The 
proposed alternative vehicle access 
is via taxiways A/B and C/D.)   
 
The proponents of these two options 
are fiercely promoting their prefer-
ences.  General principles that need 
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You can contact your Newsletter Editor at 
david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

you really missed something special. 
 
Please remember that the next Work-
day is on Saturday 26th August, and 
there is a free sausage sizzle for those 
who attend. 
 
Thanks to those who have contributed 
pictures and articles for this issue, and 
to Matthew Gray - once again - for 
assisting with the coloured pages. 
 
We have already received pictures 
from some of our members which will 
appear in the next edition. Thanks 
guys. 

Your Editor still working flat out 

We hope you enjoy this issue of 
your Newsletter. 
 
No headwinds 
 

David Rittie 



Runway Maintenance 
Those of you who are flying mem-
bers will know of the runway clo-
sure in the week of 31 July (and 
possibly also that of 7 August). This 
was required to upgrade the taxiway 
to 17 and associated drainage modi-
fications. As the closure was un-
avoidable, the opportunity was taken 
to carry out repairs to the gravel run-
way that go further than routine 
maintenance that is used regularly to 
keep the surface serviceable and to 
minimize softness and loose stones. 
A comprehensive summary of these 

works is elsewhere in this Newslet-
ter. (See Page 5        Ed) 
 
The work should be completed by 
the time you are reading this, 
weather being kind and complica-
tions not arising. But check the 
website for runway status. 
 
Open Day 2006 
Our recent Open Day maestros, 
Lindsay and Maree Sinclair will be 
unable to organize our event on the 
Fisher’s Ghost Sunday (5 Novem-
ber) this year as they are committed 

to the aviation excursion to the Peo-
ples Republic of China that many of 
our fellow members are also going 
to enjoy.  Luckily, Nash Pilling has 
offered to be the organizer and he 
has already attended a Committee 
meeting so planning could be 
started. Nash will be approaching 
many of you for assistance in the 
lead-up and on the day. Please lend 
your efforts generously. 
 
Fly safely 

Peter Scott 
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As has been reported previously in 
this newsletter, quarters for over-
night accommodation (and other 
additions to hangars) are being as-
sessed by an engineering consultant 
(E&M Engineering of Campbell-
town) to prepare Development Ap-
plications seeking their approval by 
Wollondilly Shire Council, our local 
government authority.  Develop-
ment Applications for this purpose 
will also need the consent of the 
Minister for Lands who is our land-
lord under the terms of our special 
lease of Crown Land.  These Devel-
opment Applications will also iden-
tify what modifications will be nec-
essary to achieve compliance with 
Wollondilly Shire Council land zon-
ing and building regulations. 
 
In planning this process, discussions 
were held with Wollondilly Shire 
Council staff that included the pres-
ence on the airfield of caravans.  
Their advice was that caravans 
could not be approved.  In response 
to that advice, the Club sought the 
agreement of Wollondilly Shire 
Council to a phase-out period for 
removal of caravans.  In reply to this 
request, Wollondilly Shire Council 
sent a long letter reviewing the vari-
ous ordinances that control where 
caravans are allowed.  Their conclu-
sions are complicated.  On freehold 
land, caravans require approval if 
they are occupied more than 2 days 

consecutively or if they are occupied 
more than 60 days per year.  How-
ever, on Crown reserves or on land 
leased from the Crown, these re-
quirements do not have jurisdiction 
and caravans require the approval of 
the Minister for Lands.  Our Special 
Lease contains a clause consistent 
with this. That is, that any “quarters 
for overnight accommodation” re-
quire the approval of the Minister.  
In the same way that the Minister’s 
approval of a number of overnight 
quarters has been overlooked, the 
caravans on the airfield also do not 
have this approval.  Wollondilly 
Shire Council has advised our engi-
neering consultant, E&M Engineer-
ing, that if the land was not a Crown 
lease, caravans used as overnight 
quarters within hangars would not 
conflict with zoning regulations, pro-
viding they are not occupied for 
greater than the specified two days 
consecutively, or 60 days in total in 
a year. 
 
The conclusion of these convoluted 

considerations is that in order to 
comply with our obligations as ten-
ants under the Special Lease, cara-
vans need to be either removed, or 
their approval sought individually 
from the Minister.  Given that all 
other structures on the airfield re-
quire compliance with Wollondilly 
Shire Council zoning and building 
ordinances, the Committee expects 
that the Minister would not retro-
spectively approve the caravans 
unless they were compliant with 
Wollondilly Shire Council regula-
tions.  Wollondilly Shire Council 
have advised our engineering con-
sultant they would not need to ap-
prove caravans in hangars providing 
they are not ever occupied for more 
than 2 days consecutively or for 
more than 60 days in a year. 
 
So the Committee has decided that 
previous advice to caravan owners is 
still appropriate if the vans are not in 
hangars. That is, that they must be 
moved. But there is a new option 
that caravans may be placed in han-
gars provided they are not used 
more than the periods specified in 
the preceding paragraph.  The Club 
is most anxious to achieve compli-
ance with all its obligations as ten-
ants on Crown Land, so caravan site 
occupiers will shortly be receiving 
letters asking them to either remove 
the caravans from the airfield or to 
arrange their placement within han-
gars. 

Peter Scott 

The Future of Caravans 



Taxiways P-Q, R-S & T-U have had 
the topsoil removed (as have all the 
row taxiways in the northern area) 
and refilled with gravel plus some 
clay removed from levelling opera-
tions on the southern side of hangar 
row O.  This material has not yet 
been rolled to compact it.  Notwith-
standing the considerable recent rain, 
it has functioned as a serviceable 
surface for aircraft access to and 
from the existing hangars. 
 
Our resident (member) earthmoving 
expert, Bob Sproule, recommends 
that after rolling, the surface be 
trimmed to appropriate camber and 
slope to efficiently drain.  (For the 
majority the length, this will be east 
to the road).  This trimming Bob ex-
pects to be minimal as the surface is 
already close to the desired profile.  
Upon completion of rolling and trim-
ming the surface will be covered 
with 50mm of compacted, crushed 
sandstone.  At this point, the taxi-
ways will be ready for sealing. 

 
Taxiway V-W has some areas of 
clay that need to be removed and 
replaced with material having a 
higher gravel composition.  How-
ever, much of the area of this taxi-
way is also of sound basic integrity.  
This taxiway has not yet been graded 
to drainage profiles, but the replace-
ment of soft clay areas, rolling and 
grading will render it also suitable 
for sealing. 
 
Taxiways W-X and Y-Z.  These two 
taxiways have had the topsoil re-
moved but no fill has been installed 
in them.  At present there are no han-
gars under construction that have 
their access via these taxiways. 

All Flying Members received a 
mailed notice of runway closure 
Monday 31 July to Wednesday 2 
August inclusive.  (Alternative dates 
are Mon 7 to Wednesday 9 August.  
Check the website).  This is work 
approved in a Development Ap-
proval to install taxiways in the 
northern hangar area and to modify 
the runway drains.  By the time you 
are reading this, we hope the work 
will be complete.  But here is a de-
scription of the purpose of the work. 
 
To have an asphalt company seal the 
northern taxiways in stages would 
involve considerable extra cost 
(because of the repeated transport of 
the laying machinery).  Therefore it 
was decided that all of the northern 
taxiways should be prepared with a 
view to letting a single contract for 
sealing everything on one occasion.  
 
Main north-south taxiway.  From 
approximately taxiway T-U north, 
the existing north-south taxiway is 
about 600mm higher than the run-
way.  For the intended replacement 
of the existing runway drain with a 
shallow table drain, it is proposed 
that the surface of the main taxiway 
be cut back to the level of the run-
way.  This will provide a large 
amount of fill suitable for the re-
maining taxiways.  The lowering of 
the taxiway will mean that there will 
be a gentle rising grade from the 
taxiway along each taxiway row up 
to the western alignment of the han-
gars. 
 
Cross runway drains.  The Develop-
ment Approval provides for one 
drain to be installed across the run-
way at the northern extremity of the 
bitumen (emptying into the small 
sediment pond) and another approxi-
mately opposite Hangar Row W (to 
drain to a new sediment pond).  
These drains will direct storm water 
from the existing main parallel run-
way drain so it can be reduced to a 
shallow spoon drain. 
 

 
Bob Sproule advises that when the 
crushed sandstone has been applied, 
it is preferable that the sealing be 
carried out as soon as practical there-
after.  However, if because of finan-
cial considerations the Club were to 
choose to delay sealing, relatively 
small costs would be involved in 
dressing the sandstone surface of the 
taxiways prior to later laying of as-
phalt. 
 
Runway Repair 
As the drain installation requires clo-
sure of the runway, it was decided to 
undertake simultaneous repair of the 
gravel runway. 
 
The existing surface was designed as 
a plane sloping to the west so that all 
water drains in that direction.  Traf-
fic by landing aircraft has worn away 
the centre-line so it is slow to drain 
making it prone to softness after rain 
and to releasing loose rocks as its 
compaction is disturbed.  
 
To make good the depressed centre 
line, the area required to be ripped 
and fine materials from the lateral 
edges of the runway carefully mixed 
into the clay matrix.  A water cart 
must be used to maintain the correct 
consistency during rolling with a 
sheep-foot roller.  The coarse mate-
rial produced by ripping must be 
very carefully mixed with the fines 
to ensure that the final surface con-
tains a range of particle sizes, thus 
giving maximum resistance to 
“plucking” by arriving aircraft tyres 
and loss of fine material due to wind 
and water.  After mixing and rolling, 
final profiling with the grader and a 
smooth roller will finish the surface.  
Bob Sproule is expert in the tech-
niques and is in charge of the repair.   
 
Cost? 
For all of these works the Committee 
has set aside a provision of 
$24,000.00.  A lot of your money, 
yes, but the affected facilities are 
major and important. 
 

Peter Scott  

Runway and Taxiways Get Major Upgrade 
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To ensure all prospective and proba-
tionary members’ paperwork is proc-
essed in a timely manner by the com-
mittee a new position – New Mem-
ber Coordinator – has been created. 
Bernie Stevermuer has been ap-
pointed to this role and will be re-
sponsible for coordinating all aspects 
of prospective and probationary 
members. 
 
As part of this role, the membership 
form is currently under review. A 
revised form will soon be available 
for download from the Club's web-
site. Copies of the revised member-
ship form will also be placed in the 
Clubhouse and can be obtained from 
Bernie. 
 
All new member application forms 
should be sent to Bernie, who will 
liaise with the prospective member 
and organise their interview with the 
Committee. Club members nominat-

ing a new member should ensure the 
revised membership form is used 
and that it is completed correctly. 
 
In recognition of the need to better 
introduce new members to other 
Club members, the Newsletter will 
now feature a report on new and pro-
bationary members. This report will 
give a brief aviation bio on each new 
member, eg. flying experience, air-
craft owned, etc. The Club’s website 
will also see changes with respect to 
prospective and probationary mem-
bers. We hope this will assist new 
members to embrace the club spirit 
as well as help current members find 
others with a kindred spirit. We may 
also use this report to feature a few 
current members as well. 
 
There have been a number of inter-
views of prospective members since 
last publicised on the Club web 
page, and they are: 

Timothy Causer of Coalcliff 
Peter Needs of Kenthurst 
Sam Spencer of Rose Bay 
Jay Anderson 
Chris Willis of Mosman 
John O’Byrne of Alexandria 
 
Let your Committee know if you 
know these applicants.  It is impor-
tant that we properly assess all pro-
spective member bona fides before 
accepting them as probationary 
members. 
 
Always Airborne, 

Bernie Stevermuer 

New Members Report 

The  Secretary’s  Report 
G’day fellow aviators. 
 
As a member who inadvertently 
found his way into this Secretary’s 
job, I must say that it has been eye-
opening.  The Committee that you 
elect has plenty of work to keep it 
occupied.  At the time of writing, the 
Committee had almost 40 matters 
open for action, ranging from mem-
bership applications to capital works 
such as runway drainage and surfac-
ing. 
 
As a club with limited finances, we 
rely on volunteer effort to get many 
things done.  Within our number, 
there are many people with many 
skills, and I would encourage you all 
to contribute as much as you are able 
to advance the club.  That includes 
the obligatory work days of course, 
but particularly important are all the 
extra things that go on, mostly qui-
etly in the background.  If you know 
of a way that you can contribute, 
collar someone on the Committee 
and volunteer yourself!  As an exam-
ple, can I thank those members who 

contributed their time and sweat to 
put in the new drains across the run-
way.  You know who you are! 
 
Hangars and hangar sites: 
From time to time, members make 
arrangements between themselves 
regarding the sale of hangars on sites 
leased from the club.  Can I remind 
everyone that any sale of a hangar 
also requires the transfer of the lease 
of the site, and as such the manage-
ment of the Club needs to know 
about it.  Please, make my job easier, 
and write me a short email or a letter 
requesting the transfer.  Verbal noti-
fications are unfortunately not worth 
the paper they are written on.  If you 
write, I can then make the necessary 
arrangements to issue new Hangar 
Licence Agreements and make sure 
that the next bill goes to the correct 
party, and confirm that you have 
“title” to the site you intend to pur-
chase.  The club does not need (or 
want) to know any of the financial 
arrangements of the sale, only the 
details of the parties involved to 
keep the lease records updated.  

If you are interested in getting your 
hands on a hangar or hangar site, 
please let me know, again in writing.  
That way, we can be aware of who is 
after sites, and match them up with 
the sites that are available, while 
keeping everything out in the open. 
 
That’s enough secretary stuff for 
now.  Remember why we are in the 
club, go and commit some aviation 
whenever you can. 
 
Until next time, keep the blue side 
up, and remember: 
TANSTAAFL 

Bret Cavanagh 
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TANSTAAFL means “There ain’t no 
such thing as a free lunch”     .    Ed 



Hi again, 
 
It seems like only yesterday I was 
writing the Treasurer’s Report for 
the last Newsletter. Wish I could fly 
as fast as time does. 
 
First up, a few “Thank you”s 
I want to take this opportunity to say 
THANK YOU to: 
everyone that pays their invoices in 

a timely manner – you make my 
job so much easier. 

all those who pay by EFT and email 
me confirmation of payments – 
this is very much appreciated and 
makes tracking payments easier, 
and I hope it makes payment of 
your invoices more convenient.  

those that have sent me a completed 
application for automatic pay-
ment by credit card – I hope this 
will make payment of your fu-
ture invoices easier. 

 
A little bit of house keeping 
As you would appreciate, there is a 
lot that needs to be done in this role, 
and there are a few really simple 
things that YOU can do to make my 
job just a little easier. Please keep 
these few things in mind next time 
you… 
…fill out the fuel book: 
please write clearly, this will mini-

mise the chance of errors in tran-
scription on your invoice 

…send a cheque with a copy of 
your invoice/statement: 
please do not staple the cheque to 

the paperwork, this will save me 
from having to remove the sta-
ples in order to bank your 
cheque (if necessary, use a small 
amount of sticky tape or a paper 
clip instead) 

…send a cheque without a copy of 
your invoice/statement: 
please write invoice no(s) on the 

back, this will ensure that the 
money you send will be put 
against the correct invoice. 

 
Introducing statements 
As I explained to those that attended 
the recent General Meeting, you will 
now be sent an invoice for each fuel 

purchase you make (one invoice per 
day). The date of the fuel purchase, 
the aircraft rego and price per litre 
will no longer be written on by hand. 
You will also be sent a statement 
that summarises all outstanding 
monies owed by you to the club. The 
statement lists for each outstanding 
invoice the number, the date, the 
total, the amount (if any) paid so far, 
and the amount still outstanding; at 
the bottom of the statement is the 
total amount outstanding to the Club 
(of all invoices). Only copies of in-
voices not previously sent to you 
will be included with your statement. 
Should you have difficulty under-
standing your new invoices or state-
ment, please let me know. 
 
Missing fuel 
Were you at Wedderburn on Friday 
23 June?  
Did you purchase 21 litres of fuel 
around the middle of the day?  
Were you somewhat distracted, for-
getting to enter your purchase in the 
fuel book and close the door of the 
fuel cage on leaving?  
The most recently completed fuel 
sheet (137636) and invoiced to 
members late July found 21 litres of 
fuel purchased on 23 June that was 
not written in the fuel book. I have 
been able to determine that this pur-
chase was made some time between 
10am and 1pm on the Friday. If you 
think it was you who made this pur-
chase and forgot to enter it in the 
fuel book please contact me on ei-
ther stevermuer@uow.edu.au or 
4285 2007. 
 
You can now purchase your OIL 
from Wedderburn! 
At the recent General Meeting I 
asked the members present if they 
would be interested in purchasing 
aircraft oil directly from the club. 
Among those in attendance there 
was a general confirmation that this 
would be a good idea, saving the 
need to drive all the way to Bank-
stown or Camden. As such, the pur-
chase of oil is now also possible at 
Wedderburn. 
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If you would like oil, please see 
Mike McCormick. Oil purchases 
will be invoiced in the same manner 
as fuel purchases. The table below 
indicates the types of oils that are 
available and their current price, all 
are one quart (946 ml) in size. I 
hope you find this new service use-
ful – I welcome any feedback you 
have. 

 

Spending money – Runway and 
taxiway work 
The past few Treasurer’s Reports 
have focused on saving money for 
the Club and recouping money owed 
to the Club. Well finally I can report 
about spending money. The Com-
mittee has set aside money for work 
on the runway and northern taxi-
ways. You should have received 
notice of the recent closure of the 
runway in the mail. Those of you 
with an email address and/or inter-
net access also had regular updates 
on the status of the runway – includ-
ing some great photos courtesy of 
Sue McCormick. We hope you 
agree the money has been well 
spent. 
 
As always, don’t hesitate to contact 
me if you believe any statement you 
have received is in error. Also, if 
you have an email address and 
would like to be included in Club 
email notifications please drop me a 
quick email and we’ll add you to the 
SAC email list. I look forward to 
seeing you all at upcoming club 
functions… 
 
Blue skies 

Tara Stevermuer 

Type of oil Price (includes GST) 
0100 (redband) $5.90 
W100 $5.90 
W100 plus $7.35 
15W50 $9.90 



Bird  Talk 
Hi Everyone 
 
Here we are almost into Spring and the warmer 
weather will be a welcome relief from this very 
cold winter we have had, and with September 
looming this means we only then have a few 
weeks before our Open Day is upon us on Sun-
day 5th November, so please remember the date 
as we will be needing your support. 
 
Your team of Ladies prepared and served a deli-
cious lunch to 42 of our members who attended 
our Work Day on Sunday 25th June, where our 

delicious vegetable 
soup was the high-
light, and was appre-
ciated by all. This 
was followed by as-
sorted sandwiches, 
cake and fruit. Thank 
you to our workers 

for a job well done and also for donating to the 
cost of the luncheon. It is much appreciated. 
Thank you also to the Ladies for their contribu-
tion in making our Work Day luncheons so en-
joyable. 
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FLY-IN/DRIVE-IN BRUNCH  SUNDAY  6th AUGUST – Yes! By the time you receive this 
Newsletter we will have had our three monthly get together and our next Brunch will now be on 
Sunday 4th February 2007 so please write this date in your diary. Yes! Already we are organizing 
events for next year. 
 
Sorry we had to cancel our Social night on Saturday 22nd July. It was to have been a Film Night but 
we ran into so many problems hiring a very special movie (which had been requested by many 
members for us to show) we just had to wait until this month for it to become available for public 
hire  -  and NOW our Movie Night will be on SATURDAY  12TH AUGUST  with a 7.30 P.M. 
start. The great movie to be shown is “THE WORLD’S FASTEST INDIAN” plus a short British 
comedy – and the evening is FREE. 
 
The Ladies will be serving supper of delicious cakes, tea or coffee and if you need to have a 
stronger drink this will have to be BYO. Also there will be a raffle on the night so do bring your 
money with you! 
We have invited members of the Wedderburn Rural Fire Service to come along and join us and I 
would like to see as many of our members come along also. 
See you all at the Movies  - SATURDAY 12TH AUGUST 2006  
 
 
WORK DAY    SATURDAY  26TH AUGUST 2006   9.00 A.M. TO  1.00 P.M. 
 
Please note for the month of August we are holding our Work Day on Saturday 26th instead of Sun-
day 27th. We do need to see many of you arrive at this Work Day to ensure our many projects on 
our never-ending list can be completed. After 1.00 p.m. we will be serving a FREE Sausage Sizzle 
and a FREE beer to our workers in appreciation of your hard work. 
 
The afternoon/evening will be an opportunity for all members to socialise with our newer members 
and enjoy some hangar talk with your fellow aviators – see you all on SATURDAY 26th 

 
 
GENERAL MEETING  SUNDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER  2006 at 2.00 p.m. in the Clubhouse and 
we would like to see many more members come along to these very important meetings. 



Hello Everyone, 
 
Our Workday Coordinator is on 
leave, lucky devil. He has asked me 
to remind EVERYONE that the next 
workday falls on a SATURDAY. In 
the last Newsletter he said: 
 
“Along with some members having 
concern about not being able to turn 
up on Sundays, and although mem-
bers can take part in separate non 
workday activities to accrue the 
credit, has brought about a new line 
of thinking when it comes to work 
days and the activities undertaken 
on those days.  So, for the month of 

Please note: 
The August Workday will fall on 
Saturday 26th. 
 
See you there 
    Ed 

Workdays 

Book launch – “The Birth and Death of an Aviation Industry” by Alf M. Coleman 

The 25th June Workday was a 
little different to the usual. It 
started the same as any other 
work day and as always involved 
a great lunch (thanks to the won-
derful Ladies Auxiliary). But that 
is where the similarities ended, as 
the June work day officially 
ended at lunchtime! 
 
Following on from lunch the club 
hosted what I am sure was its first 
book launch. Alf Coleman, author 
of “The birth and death of an avia-
tion industry” was invited to launch 
his new book and to speak to club 
members about his aviation career 
(all of which is in his book). Alf has 
had a very interesting life in the 
world of aviation that began with 
flying, and soon lead to manufactur-

ing and selling several well known 
aircraft. Alf had the well attended 
audience captivated for over an 
hour and spent much time after his 
talk signing copies of his book 

bought by members and talking 
with club members. A highly rec-
ommended read, club members 
can obtain a copy directly from 
Alf, or from Bernie Stevermuer. 
 
The club bought a copy of Alf’s 
book which was to be given to a 
random club member that partici-
pated in any way towards the June 
25 workday. All members who put 
their name on the work list, as 
well as all the ladies that put on 

the lunch went into the draw. And 
the winner was…………Margaret 
Adams! Margaret thought she was 
getting in trouble for talking and 
could not believe she was the win-
ner. 
 

Tara and Bernie Stevermuer 

August, we thought we might try put-
ting a workday on a Saturday as a 
trial for this month only.  And as a 
part of that trial, the club will be giv-
ing everyone who participates a 
ticket to be handed in at lunchtime 
for a free sausage sizzle.  It is also 
hoped that the fact the workday hap-
pens on a Saturday, members might 
take the opportunity to use the period 
after lunch as a social occasion – i.e. 
the workday will only be happening 
from 9.00am to 1.00pm with the re-
mainder of the afternoon/evening for 
socializing, flying or what ever takes 
you interest. 

Matthew Gray” 

SATURDAY  23RD SEPTEMBER – This will be a BYO – BBQ night with the Ladies Auxiliary 
providing a delicious supper. Final details on this evening of fun have yet to be completed but 
please remember the date and keep an eye on the website for the latest news. 
 
NOTE:  While the Ladies Retiring room in the Clubhouse is being renovated we have placed a 
sign on the Gents that says “Ladies” – please don’t be alarmed. We are only being friendly and us-
ing your room when we need to – so be aware, “Ladies” are around.  Thank you boys for your un-
derstanding. 
 
Cheers 

Margaret Adams 
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Alf Coleman with our Member 
Bernie Stevermuer 
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Events happening 
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With the Goulburn day trip - it 
was unfortunately cancelled due to 
bad weather and the same happened 
to the Mudgee/Gulgong 3 day trip.  
Fine weather all the weeks before 
hand and the couple of days leading 
up to the weekend, it turned sour.  
Oh well, we can but try again at an-
other time. 
 
 
The Sydney Airport Tarmac Tour 
on 2/7/06 was enjoyed by all 13 of 
us who attended.  We met at the En-
vironment Education Centre around 
near the helicopter area where a 
brief briefing was given regarding 
security - the same applied to this 
tour as with anyone travelling in or 
out of Sydney Airport.  Due to ter-
rorism these days, Sydney Airport is 
only one of two in the world that has 
these types of tours operating. 
 
We were taken around to the Do-
mestic Terminal and went through 
the security check where upon on 
the inside we rejoined our bus for 
the drive around first the Domestic 
side of the terminal, then around 

The tour took 2 hours and we were 
returned to the EEC for morning tea 
and a further chat.  I reckon once the 
Airbus A380 commences flying in/
out Sydney it will be worthwhile do-
ing this tour again - just to park 
alongside the A380, to see it and ap-
preciate the size of it.  By the time the 
tour finished it was time to reward 
our tummies with some tucker.  Some 
of us headed into Botany for some 
lunch while others headed back to the 
airfield to tinker with their aircraft. 
 
Thank you to the regular supporters 
of these events. 
 

 
Lindsay and Maree Sinclair 

Events that have happened, did not happen and what happened in between 

past the Qantas Jet Base mainte-
nance hangars and the wash hangars.  
It is quite a job washing a 747.  Mr. 
Rittie was very happy just to have a 
little Jabiru to clean.  Then we con-
tinued over to the International side, 
past the freight handling depot with 
their McDonnell Douglas MD-11 
freighters from UPS and Fedex, also 
past numerous A340 Airbuses, Boe-
ing 747-400s from airlines from all 
around the world. 
 
Part of the parking apron is currently 
being upgraded to take the future 
A380 Airbus.  From here the driver 
requested clearance to travel out 
along the runway area that extends 
into Botany Bay.  We were on the 
service road beside the taxiway with 
quite a bit of distance between us 
and the taxiway, however, once the 
A380 Airbus arrives and it’s on the 
taxiway, its wings would be dan-
gling over us.  We headed back past 
the control tower to an area between 
the runways, parked and watched 
and listened to the aircraft land and 
take off. 
 

 
THE GOULBURN DAY TRIP is still happening - 
hoping to get some warmer weather first before tackling 
Goulburn as it is a tad chilly in the middle of winter.  
But stay tuned and we will advise you as soon as some-
thing is known. 
 
 
BATHURST ONE DAY TRIP  -  17/9/06  -  is being 
organized. We need to get an idea of numbers so that we 
can organise a mini bus or chariot of sorts to get us 
around.  Of interest in the area is the well known Mount 
Panorama Motor Racing Circuit where we may try out a 
lap or two.  Also there is the Motor Racing Museum 
showcasing an impressive array of motorcycle and car 
racing memorabilia and the Motor Racing Hall of Fame. 
 
So we get the best of two worlds - from our speedy 
mode of flying (well for most of us that is) to the sedate 
mode of car driving (again for most of us). 
 

Somewhere nestled in the area is the Mount Panorama 
Winery and quite a few historic buildings of interest in 
and around town.  So there will be plenty to see in the 
day.  We will try and get away in the morning from 
WBN reasonably early to give us as much time to see 
the sights.  Lunch will more than likely be a Pub or Club 
bistro or similar. 
  
So let us know ASAP so that we can start organising 
this.  We may need to throw in a quiz along the way to 
earn extra points to try and split up the two Daves  -  this 
will be optional for pilots to do.  We will advise further. 
 
 
CHINA TOUR  -  2-11 October 2006  -  is well on the 
way  -  visas and final information is being gathered for 
the tour operator.  We will be contacting all participants 
regarding this. 
 

Lindsay and Maree Sinclair 
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Well folks, it is neck and neck for the top points, between the two Daves  -  that is, Dave Rittie and Dave Thomas.  
Both are on 155 points. 
 
This is followed by Doug Montague on 135, Peter Scott 105, Frank Krassoi & Vic Laybutt each on 95, Nash Pilling 
& Greg Goulding each on 90. 
 
The rest of the pilots in the comp. range from 80 down to 30. 
 
We might have to throw in a tie breaker somewhere along the way  We will wait and see  -  anything can happen in 
the next few months.  Still a chance for a back of the pack pilot to take line honours - keep in there and enjoy.  

Competition  Points  Update 

Really, we do not know what we are supposed to do to 
get Members interest in Club events. We pick something 
in Sydney, that is not reliant on having an aircraft and 
flying, nor beholden to the weather, its equal distance 
for all to travel, it is not limited only to pilots or aircraft 
owners, all and sundry could/can attend.  Free parking 
and discount price for a group booking and what did we 

get? . . 13 people attending, 3 of whom were not club 
members.  It certainly has got us wondering about future 
events. 
 
Thanks everyone. Cheers  
 

Lindsay and Maree Sinclair 

VIABILITY OF FUTURE EVENTS  -  a question mark ??? 

At the June General Meeting Mr Grahame Gibson raised the matter of dust being blown into my hangar at the Run-
way 17 threshold. I would like to sincerely thank him for his insight and concern. 
 
Also my thanks to those aviators who have been considerate in stopping short of the holding point, prior to their run 
up, which greatly assists in this situation. 

Keith Lyons 
SAC Member No. 560 

Hangar Z3  

THANK  YOU 

When the De-
velopment 
Application 
for installation 
of the northern 
hangar area 
was approved, 
it included 
clearing not 

only for hangar sites, but also for an 
extension of the aircraft parking 
area, which included a fly-over ap-
proach area for a possible future 
cross runway.  (That cross runway 
remains a dream, but one which we 
are still investigating through the 
many steps that are required to es-
tablish the requirements for a Devel-

New Plantation to Replace Lost Trees 

opment Application.) 
 
The Development Application pro-
vided for a 10 metre buffer of vege-
tation to remain along the roadway.  
Unfortunately, due to miscommuni-
cation between the Committee and 
the contractor, this 10 metre strip of 
bush strip was not left.  To address 
our mistake, the Club is replacing 
the lost native vegetation with a 
plantation of new trees.  Harland’s 
Nursery has been contracted to sup-
ply and plant 240 indigenous species 
of trees and shrubs along the road-
side in the gap between Hangar 
Rows N and O.  The Committee has 
arranged with our caretaker, Mike 

McCormick, that he will install a 
drip-line irrigation system to make 
sure these trees get a good start and 
survive the rigors of the coming 
summer. 
 
So please do all you can to look after 
our new trees, and that includes not 
driving vehicles in amongst them.  
They will provide another benefit by 
preventing vehicles being driven 
from the roadway across the aircraft 

parking area where 
we are so carefully 
nurturing the grass. 
 

Peter Scott  



UPCOMING  2006  FLYING  EVENTS         Put them in your diary 
SEPT 17 . BATHURST - 1 DAY TRIP 
Possible hire a bus and trip out to Sofala, 45 km N, an old gold mining town with interesting old buildings. 
Find a pub and have some tucker. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
OCTOBER 2-11 
For the trip of a lifetime to China. . . . Check out our website 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOV 5 . CLUB OPEN DAY - OK volunteers, start polishing up your volunteering skills. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOVEMBER 19 SUNDAY- ALBION PARK 
Fly down in the morning for a leisurely brunch or lunch at the Airport Cafe. Non flyers/pilots are welcome to 
drive down and join in the fun. 
 
Cheers and happy flying 

Lindsay & Maree 
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(New membership options)  

 
At the September 2005 General Meeting, the Club Rules were amended to introduce two new classes of membership 
for long-term members of the Club. 
 
One is called a “Gold Card Membership” and the other an “Honorary Social Membership”.  
 
1.   Gold Card Membership is available to any Full or Associate Member who has been a member continuously for 

15 years, who does not have a hangar license and who, through permanent loss of an aviation medical certificate, 
no longer flies. 
The annual subscription of a Gold Card Member is the same as that for a Social Member (currently $43.44) and 
Gold Card members retain full voting rights. 
 

2.   Honorary Social Membership is available to “foundation” members who have been in the Club since before 
1995, are retired, no longer fly and do not have a hangar license.  This category was introduced as recognition of 
the dedication and work that members throughout the early days of the Club put in to getting it established.  As 
the name implies, members qualifying will pay no further membership fees.  Like all Social Members, they will 
have no voting rights. 

 
If you qualify for either Gold Card Membership or Honorary Social Membership, and you want to take up one of 
these options, please write to the Club, or telephone any of the Committee to advise your preference. 

 
Peter Scott  

YOU WANNA BE A “GOLD MEMBER”? 

It has been reported that the airfield gate on the road at 
our southern boundary has many times been left 
UNLOCKED. The gate has been closed, but the pad-
lock has been simply placed into the box without lock-
ing the gate. 
 
This behaviour is short sighted and unacceptable. There 

is much valuable property on our airfield, and allowing 
the possibility of an unauthorised vehicle (truck?) enter-
ing the airfield is inviting unwanted consequences. 
 
PLEASE close and LOCK the gate when entering or 
leaving the airfield. 

Airfield South Gate left unlocked 

On the next page (Page 13) is an application form for paying your Club subscriptions etc. by 
credit card. If you choose to use this facility fill in the form and mail it to the Club Treasurer at: 

P.O. Box 450     CAMPBELLTOWN   NSW   2560 
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It is with great sadness that I must 
advise you of the passing of Volmer 
VJ-22 VH-AQO. 
 
On Friday 24th March this year the 
Aircraft was transported in convoy to 
the Bankstown Museum of Aviation 
to be put on display for the benefit of 
future generations. 
 
The loading was organised by Greg 
Ackman at Hangar A1 and the Air-
craft (minus wings) was loaded onto 
a flat bed truck. 
 
The task of loading the aircraft onto 
the truck was not without incident. 
The hauling rope broke during load-

ing and the fuselage made a bee-line 
off the truck back towards the Han-
gar! No damage was sustained, 
thanks to quick thinking by Johan 
Kruys who was assisting Greg. 
 
A number of our Members were 
present in addition to volunteers 
from the Museum, and after the 
wings were loaded into a van and 
secured the convoy of two trucks 
and two cars set off for Bankstown 
at 60 kms per hour. The aircraft was 
unloaded successfully one hour later 
at the Museum to the satisfaction of 
all. 
 
Camden Hire of Narellan donated 

the flat bed truck for three hours with 
a driver and Two-Prams Transport 
of Padstow donated a van and two 
persons for three hours as well. Our 
thanks go to those two organizations 
for their help. 
 

Greg Ackman  

Greg Ackman’s Volmer VJ-22  goes to Bankstown Museum of Aviation 

Main North-South Taxiway is for Aircraft Only 
At a recent working day several new 
signs were installed directing vehicle 
traffic not to use aircraft taxiways.  
In particular, vehicles should not be 
driven in the area between the Club-
house and hangar rows O to Z.  If 
you need to drive from the Club-
house to the northern hangar area or 

vice versa, please go around via the 
roadway.   
 
At Wedderburn the soil is very, very 
thin and the grass has only a tenuous 
grip on it.  In this situation the turf 
has almost no tolerance of being 
driven on by automobiles.  

TANK STAND STILL FOR SALE 
The tank stand pictured (left) can be viewed between Hangars H2 & H3. 
Call Grahame Gibson on 4228 8665 if you are interested in taking it off his 
hands. 

 
Please keep your cars off the air-
craft parking area and please do 
not use the main north/south taxi-
way for vehicle traffic between the 
Clubhouse and the northern han-
gar area. 

AIRBORNE AVIATION  
is Australia’s first Cessna Pilot Centre 

• We offer professional pilot training, aircraft hire, joy flights, charter flights, and more. 
• We hope you will find all the information you require on our website: 

www.airborne-aviation.com.au/ 

COASTLINE AVIONICS Pty Ltd, Bankstown Airport. 
 

We carry out electrical, instrument and radio periodical inspections, installations and rectification as well 
as component repairs on most radios and navigation equipment. 
 

Call us on (02) 9792 6299. 

Found   .   .   .   Sunnies 
A pair of sunglasses were found near the northern end of the airfield. The 

looser can claim them from Keith Lyons by calling him on  
9534 3969.  Good luck! 

Pictures of the VOLMER being prepared for transportation appear on Page 15      



 

CAMDEN  HIRE 
Caters for just about all equipment, construction, earthmoving 

and landscaping hire requirements. 
Big job or small, the staff at Camden Hire will help you pick 

the right tools for the job. 
 www.camdenhire.com.au 
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Margaret Adams  receives (from Peter Scott) a 
certificate of recognition (on behalf of the La-
dies Auxiliary) from the Wedderburn Rural 
Fire Service. 

June Nicholson and Peter Hodgens celebrate their 21st 
and 31st birthdays (respectively) recently in the Club-
house.    HAPPY BIRTHDAY TOoo  YOoo ! 

Snippets and Picture Parade 

Greg Ackman’s VOLMER is prepared for transportation 
to the  Bankstown Museum of Aviation. Two pictures 

below and left. Story appears on Page 14 



Robert Greig turns 50 Naomi & Jay announce their engagement 

Jay Laybutt (our Webmaster and son of former 
Club President  -  Vic), and Naomi Rittie (daughter 
of Committee Member  -  David) have announced 
their engagement. 
 
The happy pair will tie the knot sometime early 
next year. 
 
They can’t stop smiling . . Ed 

Robert Greig (pictured here with Kim Gatherer) 
celebrated his 50th birthday recently at a party in the 
Aviators Restaurant at Wollongong Airport. 
 
The celebration was shared with a large group of his 
friends and fellow Wedderburn Aviators, many of 
whom flew down Wedderburn for the special occa-
sion. 
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For the last few years Garth Bartlett 
has been restoring this Duchess 
which did a “wheels-up” landing in 
Adelaide 16 years ago. Garth had just 
completed engine runs when this 
photo was taken, and is now ready to 
be ferried out for painting. It looks 
good Garth. Congratulations! 

The photo above is of a piece of 
wood taken from the ladies toilet in 
the Clubhouse during renovations. 
The borers have eaten out the soft 
wood. 
 
And at right, Jan Zitka finds a new 
use for the dam. 


